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Going over the top on Undie Sunday 
AT HISTORIC ST. PAUL’S IN MONTROSE  BY CHARLES CESARETTI 
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7-12 Graders 

Save the Date!Save the Date! 

Bishop’s DayBishop’s Day 
with Youthouth 

January 2727 

snowtubingsnowtubing 
U2 EucharistU2 Eucharist 

Gather at Camelback moun-
tain at 11:30 for lunch. 

Snowtube* from 12-3. 

Go to Christ Church, 
Stroudsburg, for dinner and aStroudsburg, for dinner and a 
U2 Eucharist. Depart at 6:30.U2 Eucharist. Depart at 6:30. 

Register by January 8. 

More info at 
www.lifeistasty.org 

where you may also download 
registration/permission forms. 

*Space may be limited for snowtubing. 

When Mary Jane Syle, a member of 
St. Paul’s, Montrose, arrived at the el-
ementary school with the large carton 
of clothes, the school nurse beamed from 
ear to ear. “Thank you, thank you,” she 
said. “These will be put in circulation 
immediately.” And, so they were, as she 

wrote in a thank you note, “I gave a stu-
dent several new pairs of socks we re-
ceived. The child was beaming, simply 
because he had something new. This 
program not only clothes children, but 
also touches lives.” 

Every year Historic St. Paul’s, 
Montrose, participates in a program 
called “Undie Sunday,” which is spon-
sored by the women of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Bethlehem. This year the pro-
gram was a huge success. On Sunday, 
October 1, parishioners brought undies, 
socks, and sweats to the worship ser-
vice to offer to children in need. “At a 
time when there appears to be a great 
need in our area, especially with many 

recovering from the 
flood, Undie Sunday at 
St. Paul’s was a great 
success,” reports Rachel 
Warriner Barton, senior 
warden of St. Paul’s. 

“It was amazing to 
watch,” says Judy 
Ochse, a member of 
the parish and a local 
school nurse, “as 
members of the con-
gregation filled, several 
times over, the laundry 
basket placed in the 
rear of the Church.” 
Along with the dona-
tion of “necessities,” 
many parishioners 
contributed money to 

help with the effort, and fill in the in-
ventory gaps. “Even Wal-Mart contrib-
uted a $50 gift certificate,” reports 
Ochse. The most amazing thing was that 
one parishioner took on “Undie Sunday” 
as a personal outreach mission and col-
lected over $550 from local businesses 
and residents. 

When the results were tallied, a team 
of shoppers including Mary Jane Syle, 

Margaret Burgh, and Jane Chandler began 
their careful shopping. When they finished, 
they had in hand for distribution 696 pair 
of underwear and socks, and 90 pair of 
sweats. Then all was divided to distribute 
the clothing to the local school nurses on 
Friday, October 20. 

The clothing was delivered to Lathrop 
Street Elementary School, Montrose; 
Choconut Valley Elementary School, 
Choconut; Susquehanna Elementary 
School, Susquehanna; Blue Ridge 
Elementary School, New Milford; 
Mountain View Elementary School, 
Kingsley; and Elk Lake Elementary 
School, Dimock. “The generosity of the 
parishioners of St. Paul’s, highlighted by 
the passion of one person, reached not 
only our local community but the whole 
of Susquehanna County,” opined Rachel 
Warriner Bartron. 

After the delivery to the schools, one 
long-time parishioner of St. Paul’s re-
flected on the experience of joyful gen-
erosity and joyful receiving. “You know 
I had forgotten how little some of the 
elementary students are – they barely 
come up to your knees! I left each school 
with a wonderful feeling that our small 
gifts will enter their lives in a big way.” 
And, he added, “I recall the words of 
General Colin Powell: ‘If that doesn’t 
give you goose bumps you better get 
somebody to throw dirt on you because 
you’re dead.’” 
Canon Charles Cesaretti is priest-in-charge at 
St. Paul’s, Montrose. 

Historic St. Paul’s, Montrose, provides “necessities” to local school 
children.  Dawn Washo, left, and Rachel Warriner Bartron, right, 
present Judy Ochse with underclothing for local children in need. 

Barbara Crafton to lead Cathedral’s 
annual Women’s Retreat 
The women of the Diocese of Bethlehem 
are invited to join with women from the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity for a 
weekend of rest and reflection with Episcopal 
priest, spiritual director and author Barbara 
Crafton. The retreat will be held at Hillside 
Inn Resort&Conference Center, East 
Stroudsburg, beginning with a light supper 
Friday evening (March 2) at 5:00, 
concluding with Holy Eucharist Sunday 
morning (March 4). Registration for the 
weekend is $185.00. This includes lodging, 
all meals, linens, activities and full use of 
the facilities (indoor heated pool, jacuzzi 
and workout room). Contact Janet Kolepp, 
610-954-9582 or jkolepp@msn.com to 
receive a registration brochure. To reserve 
your space return the completed registration 
form with a $75 deposit to the Cathedral 
before December 15. Checks payable to 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity. Full 
payment will be due February. 
Daughters of the King 
Forty-eight Daughters of the King gathered 
at St. Luke’s, Scranton, September 23, for 
their Fourth Assembly, Women of Prayer, 
Our Spiritual Mothers Who Led the Way. 
Bishop Paul presided at the Eucharist. 
Carolyn Booker, president of Province III 
of the Daughters, came in from Pittsburgh. 
The gathering included a memorial service 
for two deceased members and the installa-
tion of new officers for the diocesan board 
for three-year terms: Joan De Acetis, presi-
dent, Beth Grosso, vice president, Carole 
Guzzi, treasurer, Debra Conroy, secretary, 
and Father Joseph De Acetis, chaplain. 

At the 150 Anniversary of St. John’s Church, Ashland: Bishop Paul with the oldest active 
members of St. John’s. Left to right, Betty Price, 82, Edith Hoffman, 91, Roy Amour, 78. 

Photo by N
ick Lane 

Regional Evangelism Workshops 
[From Father Andy Gens, chair, diocesan 
Evangelism Commission] The dates for the 
2007 Regional Evangelism Workshops are 
April 21 and 28, May 5 and 12, all 
Saturdays, 9:30 to 2:00. Places TBA, in 
north, central and southern parts of the 
diocese. All workshops will include lunch 
and noonday prayers. Registration will take 
place during Epiphany and Lent. 

All congregations that took part in the first 
round are asked to send their teams of at 
least two people to the second round of 
training to share the two projects they 
worked on since the first workshop. If a 
congregation did not take part in the first 
round, it is not too late. The first round is 
not a prerequisite for the next round. Our 
goal is to have every congregation in the 
diocese take part in a regional evangelism 
workshop and do practical projects in 
evangelism all over northeast Pennsylvania. 
We are also interested in having 
congregations learn from each other’s 
experience no matter how simple or complex 
their particular program might be. 

During the 2005 Diocesan Convention, 
every congregation was directed to identify 
at least two lay people in their parish who 
are interested in or gifted in hospitality, 
welcome, or in sharing their story of Christ 
in their lives to take part in these workshops. 
Each person was asked to go back to their 
congregations and assist their vestries, lay 
leadership and clergy to undertake two 
evangelism projects in the next year. The 2007 
Regional Evangelism Workshops are built 
around hospitality, based on the book Fireweed 
Evangelism by the Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz. 

Advent Quiet Day 
Waiting on God, Sat, Dec. 2, 9:00 to 3:00, 
Trinity, Bethlehem. Led by Mother Gwendolyn- 
Jane Romeril. Sponsored by Daughters of 
the King. Find flyer and registration form at 
November archives of our diocesan blog. 

Holiday Gift Shop 
December 2 – Holiday Gift Shop/Bake Sale/ 
Chinese Auction/Soup Kitchen/50-50 
Drawing at St. Brigid’s, Nazareth: 10:00 to 
4:00. Find a flyer at November archives of 
our diocesan blog. 

Our diocesan blog 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 
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Conversation, questions, worship, Eucharist, 
and voices emerging from people on the street 

REFLECTIONS ON THE EMERGING CHURCH LEARNING PARTY BY DEMERY BADER-SAYE 

I was in a mad dash to clean the house 
before our guests arrived. Our Friday night 
gathering for Peacemeal, an emerging Epis-
copal community which has been meeting 
for the past year in our living room, was 
about to begin. 

The children were happily wrangled by 
their favorite Peacemeal friends and soup 
was simmering on the stove, but I had not 
had a chance to change clothes. When the car 
pulled up bearing our distinguished guests from 
Seattle, I straightened the baseball cap I’d 
thrown on first thing that morning, tugged at my 
old t-shirt, and hoped I was presentable enough. 

It was the eve of the September 15 Emerging 
Church Learning Party sponsored by the Evange-
lism Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

Mother Karen Ward arrived, weary after 
a red-eye flight from Seattle and a day of 
set up for Saturday’s learning party. She, too, 
was wearing a baseball cap, often the crown 
of her uniform, her working attire. 

Mother Karen has a sweatshirt she calls 
a neighbor-hoody with the numbers 98103, 
the zip code of the neighborhood of Church 
of the Apostles (COTA), the emerging Epis-
copal/Lutheran community of which she is 
the abbess. She regularly “walks the beat” 
in the hip and artsy area of Seattle where 
the COTA gather. She regards the entire in-
creasingly gentrified neighborhood to be her 
parish. A fan of baseball hats and gourmet 
beer, Mother Karen is tough, kind, and 
deeply, peacefully theological. 

Her fellow teachers for the Learning 
Party were Lacey Brown, Thomas Knoll and 
Bob Fisher. Lacey is COTA’s music minister. 
She has a gorgeous singing voice and is a genius 
with music technology. Thomas is a first-year 
seminarian who lives in Minneapolis and is a 
member of COTA from a distance, connected 
through a daily commitment to common prayer. 
Bob is Assistant to the Bishop for Mission Inter-
pretation and Communications in the Southeast 
Pennsylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Peacemeal dined with these wonderful 
guests who joined us also for our Friday 
evening worship, glad for the opportunity to 
see another emerging community’s way of 
being together. 

On Saturday morning, more than fifty reg-
istrants – some from our diocese, some from 
other denominations – gathered at St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre 
(gracious hosts to the learning party) to im-
merse ourselves in the diverse and rich 
world of the emerging church, as expressed 
in the story of COTA. 

The day was filled with conversation, 
questions, emerging worship, music and the 
stories of how COTA came to be and how it 
functions in its context: as a friend to the 
world, as the light of Christ in the world, as 
a listening, ministering, ancient-future com-
munity of the living Jesus in the world. 

 We learned that COTA began in Karen’s 
living room and has grown now into a com-
munity active enough to need a church 
building. A handful of young men live a 
monastic life together at their church, the 
Fremont Abbey, observing the cycle of 

daily prayer and working to keep up the 
building and assist with the activities of the 
community. 

 Before COTA gained use of the church 
building, they made history in their diocese 
by being the first parish group ever to apply 
for a business loan from the diocese. They 
used the loan money to open up a tea shop 
in a storefront (they couldn’t afford to buy 
coffee and figured tea was more of a nov-
elty in the city where there is a Starbucks 
on every corner). 

Mother Karen worked behind the counter 
at the tea shop by day and presided over the 
liturgy there by night, when passersby could 
look in and see the combination of Christian 
worship and colorful art and hear music with 
a beat. COTA is also constructing an art cen-
ter in their new building where local artists 
can hold exhibitions and offer lessons. To 
ensure that the center remains relevant to 
the needs of the local community, it will be 
run by a council made up of secular people 
from the neighborhood. 

Local artists were invited to participate 
in COTA’s Easter Vigil last year. They called 
it RISE: an Easter Party. 

The artists, some of whom had never 
even heard of the Paschal Triduum, were 
given a passage of scripture from the Easter 
Vigil service and asked to create a piece of 
art interpreting that passage. Invitations were 
plastered all over town. Local bands played. 
Party food was served. 

At the Easter Party, people were invited 
to visit stations that included art and scrip-
ture: one for confession, one for prayer, one 
for Eucharist. The festivities culminated in 
the baptism of a new communicant. 

Creative and artistic worship is at the 
center of COTA: they offer a weekly Taize 
service, and, for the young people in the 
wider community who enjoy all things 
gothic, they have a weekly “Goth” Eucha-
rist called “Sanctorum: a dark and lovely 
mass.” 

They sometimes highlight different mu-
sicians or authors in their worship, such as 
the time they did a Eucharist service using 
the music of Marvin Gaye or a liturgy of the 
word based on the book “Oh the Places 
You’ll Go,” by Dr. Seuss. The learning party 
participants got to experience this one first hand. 

Because of their identity as a monastic 
community and their affection for ancient 
practices, they joke about being the most tra-
ditional parish in the diocese – how many 
other parishes can say that they make regu-
lar use of the 1642 prayer book? 

Another focus of the learning party was 
the emerging church movement in general, 
and the persistent beckoning of the Holy 
Spirit to the church to open our doors and 
go out into the culture to be among the people 
as Jesus did. Bob Fisher outlined charac-
teristics of the postmodern culture. These 
phenomena are often ignored by the church 
in our planning, preaching, worship and at-
tempts at evangelism. He explained how 
remaining out of touch serves to accelerate 
the decline of the mainline church. 

Two video clips of an emerging church 

The day was filled with conversation, questions, emerging worship, music and the stories of how an emerging church 
in Seattle came to be and how it functions in its context: as a friend to the world, as the light of Christ in the world, as 
a listening, ministering, ancient-future community of the living Jesus in the world. 

reporter on the street asking questions 
moved some to tears. Asked “How could 
church be better?” some people on the street 
said that they would be more drawn to a 
church with more art, or music they recog-
nized. Most answered that they wished that 
church was not a place of judgment or hy-
pocrisy. Asked “If you could talk to God, 
what would you say?” People on the street 
offered these questions: What is the purpose 
of me? Why aren’t you doing anything about 
suffering? Why did my brother have to die? 
Where are you? Why don’t you come down 
and talk to people like you used to? What is 
going to happen to me after I die? 

The response of attendees at the learning 
party varied. Some folks expressed frustration 
that there was not a curriculum, program or 
tangible resources to take back to their par-
ishes. Others were intrigued, but wondered 
if the types of things COTA is doing would 
ever translate to Northeast Pennsylvania. 
Questions and frustrations, an important part 
of the conversation, were fielded gracefully 
by Karen and her colleagues. 

 By the end of the day it was clear that the 
emerging church conversation is just that: an 
acknowledgment that the Holy Spirit is do-
ing something new across denominations and 
cultures, and that the creation of emerging 
communities won’t look the same from one 
region to another. The key is that existing par-
ishes and emerging church communities be 
willing to get out into their neighborhoods, 
walk the streets and meet the people, find out 
what are the passions, questions, interests, 
hurts and needs of the local community and 
respond creatively. 

Beyond giving to the world around us, 
the body of Christ must open our hands to 
receive the gifts which the postmodern culture 
has to offer. In our weakness and decline, we 
are compelled to look outside of ourselves 
once more, to acknowledge that the world 
outside of the church is replete with God’s 
splendor, with fresh ideas, novel questions, 
new expressions of longing and hope – all 
blessings from the “outside” that, when 
received, can and will bubble up to recreate 
the church in this new century. 

  An important question was raised toward 
the end of the day when someone wondered if 
it is possible for an existing parish to become 
an emerging church. Bob Fisher responded by 
saying that it seems to work best when ex-
isting parishes support and allow emerging 
communities to grow up within or beside 
them. In fact, COTA recently received a 
$90,000 three-year grant from Trinity, 
WallStreet in the Diocese of NY. Fisher was 
quick to say that existing parishes and 
emerging churches can and ought to learn 
from one another, and that there is no need 
for competition or for an either/or kind of 
dichotomy. At the same time, he recognized 
the great difficulty and pain that comes with 
change in the typical mainline parish. 

 Though there was not enough time in the 
day for participants to share their ideas, in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem existing parishes 
have shown that it is possible to be relevant 
to the postmodern shift and to evolve in sig-

nificant ways. Several parishes have imple-
mented emerging-type initiatives in the last 
years (though they may not have known the 
term to call it such), making discernments 
to change or grow in ways that involved a 
measure of risk and flexibility on the part 
of their congregations. 

Grace Episcopal Church in Allentown, for 
instance, unbolted their pews in their sanctuary 
five years ago, such that two groups of pews 
now face one another. In the tradition of ancient 
monastic communities, the congregation at 
Grace wants to see the face of Christ in each 
other as they worship. They have also ex-
tended themselves deeper into mission to the 
wider community through the expansion of 
their Montessori school and other mission ini-
tiatives, as well as by forging a connection 
with the Baum School of Art across the street. 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Easton, offers 
a monthly Sitgreaves Coffeehouse which is an 
“open-to-all-ages, smoke-and-alcohol-free 
open-mic for musicians. Everyone is welcome 
to come and enjoy free Starbucks coffee, snacks, 
and live music in a relaxed environment. All 
styles of music welcome.” 

Trinity Episcopal Church in Mt. Pocono 
has entered the world of cyberspace, creat-
ing a page on MySpace, where people online 
have the opportunity to become ‘friends’ 
with the parish. 

There may well be other examples of 
emerging-like initiatives going on around 
our diocese.  Folks are welcome to share 
those examples and to continue this conver-
sation on the diocesan listserve, Bethlehem 
of PA. (To join that conversation, email Bill 
Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org.) 

Peacemeal is the first emerging commu-
nity in the Diocese of Bethlehem, but we 
hope we won’t be the last. We are happy to 
share what we have learned thus far, and 
we invite you to visit us anytime. 

You may also visit our website, 
www.peacemealcommunity.org, or  blog, 
www.peacemealcommunity.blogspot.com, to 
see what our common life is all about. For 
more on COTA, visit their website at 
www.apostleschurch.org. 

[The Rev. Demery Bader-Saye, a found-
ing member of Peacemeal, serves as youth 
missioner for the Diocese of Bethlehem.] 

Mother Karen Ward 


