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NEWS WITH SPIN 

Bishop’s School 
The Fall Semester of Bishop’s School will 
be held at St. Peter’s, Hazleton from 10 to 
3:30 on September 16 and 30; October 7, 
21, and 28; November 4, 11 and 18; De-
cember 2, 9 and 16. The morning class will 
be taught by Bishop Paul on the Book of 
Common Prayer. The afternoon class will 
be taught by Canon Bill Lewellis on Theol-
ogy. 

Bishop Paul and the Commission on Minis-
try have revised the design for Bishop’s School. 
Because the focus of the school is to prepare 
vocational deacons and locally licensed priests, 
the curriculum is designed to meet the canoni-
cal requirements for those ministries. 

The program will extend over four years. 
Vocational deacons will be ordained after 
three years and spend year four doing inde-
pendent study and/or working on areas of 
weakness or special interest. The fourth year 
will be used to continue to prepare candi-
dates to be locally licensed priests. They, 
too, may be ordained to the diaconate after 
the third year and continue their education 
for year four. 

The curriculum is designed so that people 
can enter at the beginning of any semester 
and continue through the four-year program. 
The expectation for those in the ordination 
process is that there will be no more than 
one absence in order to be credited for any 
given course. Those who have completed 
some of the courses will be credited and not 
have to repeat them. 

Although the focus is on those preparing 
for ordination, anyone is welcome to regis-
ter and attend. A $75 fee per course is pay-
able with registration. 

*Diocesan Blog – www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

Charlene R. Horst, Esq., has accepted Bishop Paul’s invita-
tion to be the Missioner for Development for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, effective July 1. She will be a member of the 
Bishop’s Staff and report to the Bishop and the Archdeacon. 

Char served in this position from July 1999 when the In-
corporated Trustees created the position as a way to launch a 
ministry to assist parishes in their planned giving and devel-
opment needs through 2002 when a budget shortfall required 
a severe cutback on diocesan staff. 

“She has proven success in this ministry, and I am truly 
delighted to announce her acceptance,” said Archdeacon 
Howard Stringfellow. 

A list of required and recommended texts 
is available on our diocesan blog.* Please 
scroll through the August archives. 

To register please email Linda Shifter at 
lshifter@diobeth.org (or mail to Diocesan 
House, 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA 
18015) the following information: Name, 
address, phone number and email address. 
We need to be able to reach you in case of 
inclement weather or other schedule 
changes. Checks should be written to: The 
Diocese of Bethlehem, marked for Bishop’s 
School. If you have questions, please con-
tact Canon Jane Teter, jteter@diobeth.org 
or call 800-358-5655 x 228. 
Browse our blog 
Browse our diocesan blog* and consider 
how it might serve to publicize stories from 
your congregation. Talk with Bill Lewellis 
about it, blewellis@diobeth.org. 
Education for Ministry – 
Bethlehem, Reading and Online 
EfM in Bethlehem – The Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity hosts an EfM seminar that 
will meet Wednesdays, 9:30 to noon, from 
September through May. 

EfM, is a four-year program of theologi-
cal education-at-a-distance of the School of 
Theology of the University of the South. Stu-
dents sign up one year at a time. Students 
meet regularly in seminars under the guid-
ance of trained mentors. The program grants 
a certificate after four years and 18 continu-
ing education units for each year’s work. 

More info: Janet Kolepp at 610-954- 
9582, jkolepp@msn.com, or Canon Anne E. 
Kitch at the Cathedral 610-865-0727 or 
akitch@nativitycathedral.org. 

A parishioner at St. Barnabas, Kutztown, 
and a graduate of Harvard Law School, Char 
practiced law in Berks County (1990-99) 
and in New York City (1982-90). 

The Missioner for Development will 
oversee, encourage, equip, and assist with 
Planned Giving, including capital funds cam-
paigns, at every level in the Diocese: with 
individual people, working with them to de-
velop a sense of philanthropy and large gifts 
for the Diocese and its parishes; with mem-
bers of the Diocese, working with The St. 
Matthew Society to develop diocesan pro-
grams to foster better understanding of 
Planned Giving as an important component 
of Stewardship and to encourage gifts to the 
Diocese; with parishes of the Diocese, work-
ing with them to develop year-round pro-
grams of Planned Giving. 

Responsibilities of the Missioner, more 
specifically, include working with the Steer-
ing Committee of The St. Matthew Society; 
developing and implementing continuing 
awareness and marketing campaigns in the 
parishes of the Diocese; recruiting, training, 

Charlene Horst joins Bishop’s Staff 
as Missioner for Development 

Char Horst 
and advising Planned Giving teams in par-
ishes; and developing gifts for parishes in 
the Diocese. 

Goals for the Missioner of Development 
include: a doubling in the size of member-
ship in The St. Matthew Society in the first 
three years; establishment of active Planned 
Giving programs in half the parishes of the 
Diocese in the first three years; education of 
each class of ordinands in Planned Giving; 
and a substantial increase of clergy among 
the members of The St. Matthew Society. 

Specifically, the Missioner for Develop-
ment will encourage the writing and execu-
tion of wills among the people and clergy of 
the Diocese, remembering that all Christians 
have a responsibility “to make prudent pro-
vision for the well-being of their families,” 
and to arrange “for the disposal of their tem-
poral goods, not neglecting, if they are able, 
to leave bequests for religious and chari-
table uses” (The Book of Common Prayer, 
page 445). 

The more often teenagers eat dinner with 
their families, the less likely they are to 
smoke, drink or use illegal drugs. The Na-
tional Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse (CASA) at Columbia University has 
created Family Day—A Day to Eat Dinner 
with Your Children. 

Celebrated each year on the fourth Mon-
day in September – the 25th in 2006 – this 
day is an effort to promote parental engage-
ment as a simple, effective way to reduce 
youth substance abuse and to raise healthier 
children. 

According to CASA’s annual teen survey, 
teens who eat dinner with their families six 
or seven times a week are at almost half the 
risk of substance abuse as teens who eat din-
ner with their families twice a week or less. 

Bishop and Recovery Commission 
urge Family Dinner Day participation 

WHEREAS the use of illegal drugs and the abuse of alcohol and nicotine constitute the 
greatest threats to the well-being of American’s children; 
WHEREAS surveys conducted by The National Center on Addiction and Substance 
Abuse (CASA) at Columbia University have consistently found that the more often 
children and teenagers eat dinner with their families the less likely they are to smoke, 
drink and use illegal drugs; 
WHEREAS teenagers who virtually never eat dinner with their families are 72 percent 
more likely than the average teenager to use illegal drugs, alcohol and cigarettes; 
WHEREAS teenagers who almost always eat dinner with their families are 31 percent 
less likely than the average teenager to use illegal drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes; 
WHEREAS the correlation between family dinners and reduced risk for teen substance 
abuse are well documented; 
WHEREAS parental influence is known to be one of the most crucial factors in deter-
mining the likelihood of substance abuse by teenagers; 
WHEREAS family dinners have long constituted a substantial pillar of family life in 
America: 
Now, therefore, I, Paul, Bishop of Bethlehem, in cooperation with the Diocesan Re-
covery Commission, do hereby proclaim Monday, September 25, 2006, as 

Family Day – A Day to Eat Dinner with Your Children™ 
and urge all congregations to recognize and participate in its observance. 
+Paul, Bishop of Bethlehem 

Research also shows that teens who eat din-
ner with their families often are likelier to 
do well in school, and less likely than other 
teens to have sex at young ages, get into fights 
or be suspended from schools. Frequent fam-
ily dining is also correlated with develop-
ment of healthy eating habits. 

Parishes wanting to participate in this ex-
perience will have access to a variety of 
helpful materials through the Recovery Com-
mission, the sponsor of this event. If your 
parish is planning to participate, let us know: 
John W. Miller, 610-868-0239, mllr1959@ 
aol.com, or the Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling 
djkiessling@dejazzd.com. For more infor-
mation: www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 
John W. Miller, a parishioner at Trinity Church, 
Bethlehem, is a member of the Recovery Com-
mission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

By John W. Miller 

Family Day – A Day to Eat Dinner with Your Children™ 

EfM in Reading – Christ Church in Read-
ing has an EFM class that meets on Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. They have several spaces 
for new members in what is a multi-level 
group. Contact Connie Fegley at 610-678- 
7473 (home) or 610-698-9274 (cell) for 
more information 
EfM Online 
Jenifer Gamber from the Diocese of Bethle-
hem and Kay Flores from the Diocese of 
Wyoming will co-mentor an online EfM 
group, beginning Sunday, September 10, from 
8 to 9:30 p.m. See www.sewanee.edu/EFM/ 
Prospfolder/prosp99.html on how EfM 
online works. 

The EfM online program is the same as 
that conducted in face-to-face meetings in 
one physical location. To do online EfM, 
you’ll need access to the internet (broadband 
is best) and about 1 1/2 hours of dedicated 
time each week to “meet” with the group on 
line. Readings, discussions, and other assign-
ments can be completed at any time during 
the week and posted to a bulletin board pro-
vided by the University of the South at 
Sewanee. 

Questions: JeniferCGamber@rcn.com. 
Groups are limited to 6-10 people. 

Is the Episcopal Church Christian? 
I write in response to Pastor Les Kleffman’s 
piece in the August 11 edition of the Warren 
News wherein he seeks to make the point 
that only churches “that tend to be traditional 
in moral values” are viable, and forwards a 
view that historic Christian Churches have 
“always held the Bible to be the inerrant, 
authoritative Word of God” by misrepresenting, 
if not outright slandering, the Episcopal Church. 

As the Rector of a parish whose members 
reside in both Warren and Northampton Coun-
ties, and as one who actually attended the 75th 
General Convention of the Episcopal Church as 
a clerical deputy from the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
I feel compelled to clarify some of the errors, 
exaggerations and outright spin in his column ... 

Nothing I say will probably change Pastor 
Kleffman’s mind, which is not really my goal 
anyway. It is my intent to correct for your read-
ers some of the lies and misinformation that 
he repeated in his column as fact. He not only 
misrepresented the part of the Body of Christ 
to which I belong, but the pastor also does 
violence to the cause of Christ through a reck-
less and insensitive characterization of the 
state of the souls of his sisters and brothers in 
Christ. [Read it all at Andy Gerns’ blog, 
August 14, www.andrewplus.blogspot.com] 


