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NEWS WITH SPIN 

*Diocesan Blog – www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin (Bookmark it on your browser.) 

Nick Knisely 
The Rev. W. Nicholas 
Knisely, rector at Trin-
ity Church, Bethlehem, 
since 1998 has received 
and accepted a call to 
be the dean of Trinity 
Cathedral in Phoenix, 
Arizona. His last Sun-
day at Trinity will be 
September 10. 
Donna Trebilcox 
The Rev. Donna J. 
Larson Trebilcox has 
accepted a call to be-
come the rector of St. 
George’s Church in 
Lee, Massachusetts (the 
Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts). She 
had served as curate at 
Trinity Church, Easton. 
Debra Kissinger on sabbatical 
Diocesan children’s missioner and child advocate 
Debra Kissinger will be on sabbatical 
through October and vacation during November. 
Questions regarding Children’s Ministries, 
Child Advocacy or the scheduling of Safe-
guarding God’s Children may be directed to 
Rosemary Kleintop, rkleintop@diobeth.org. 
Questions regarding Safe Church practices 
and our Diocesan Policies for the Protection 
of Children and Youth from Abuse may be 
directed to  Archdeacon Stringfellow, 
archdeacon@diobeth.org. Questions on 
Evangelism may be directed to Barbara 
Lewis, barblewis@diobeth.org, or Father 
Gerns, Father_Andy@trinityeaston.org. 
Also, consult the Children’s Ministries 
website, www.bethlehemtreasurechest.org. 
Hijacking fears and values 
“When Samuel Johnson observed in 1775 
that “patriotism is the last refuge of the scoun-
drel,” he was disapproving of scoundrels, 
not patriotism. What scoundrels did, and do, 
is hijack people’s values in order to amass 
power and wealth for themselves. It is not 
just patriotism that is used this way, but any-
thing that evokes people’s fear of losing what 
is sacred to them. Family and moral values 
are recent examples of values being hijacked 
for ignoble purposes.” That’s the beginning 
of Bishop Paul’s August column that has been 
published in several newspapers throughout 
our 14 counties. Read it at the August ar-
chives of our diocesan blog.* 
Social Ministry Grant 
Our Social Ministries-Jubilee Committee is 
accepting proposals for its annual Social 
Ministry Grant. Eligible applicants include 
diocesan parishes and associated ministries. 
The amount of the award is $1,000. Send 
applications to Diocesan House by Septem-
ber 18. A brochure with detailed informa-
tion about how to apply may be downloaded 
at from the July archives of our diocesan 
blog.* Hard copy of the brochure was mailed 
to rectors and priests-in-charge as well as 
to members and consultants of the Social 
Ministries-Jubilee Committee. 
Continuing Education events 
at Moravian Seminary 
A schedule of Continuing Education events 
at Moravian Theological Seminary, Bethle-
hem, September through April, may be ac-
cessed at the Moravian Seminary website, 
www.moravianseminary.edu. 

Flood Relief for New Milford 
St. Mark’s, New Milford, which sustained 
substantial damage to its three buildings, 
during the recent flooding, has received or 
will receive help from at least the following 
sources. The Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit, $2,000. The Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem, $6,400. St. Paul’s, 
Montrose, may have been the first parish to 
assist in various ways. St. Paul’s in Troy 
and St Francis of Assisi in Gulfbreeze, 
Florida, plan to offer relief. St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre, raised $1,200 from a recent 
benefit Evensong sponsored by the Royal 
School of Church Music, King’s College and 
St. Stephen’s. Prince of Peace, Dallas, took 
second offerings on Sundays through 
August. St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville, sent 
$500. Trinity Church, Easton, has sent a gift. 
Former Presiding Bishop Ed Browning and 
his wife, Patti, have pledged their support. 
(They owned a cottage nearby while Bishop 
Browning served as Presiding Bishop and 
attended St. Mark’s when they were in New 
Milford.) Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono, has 
sent more than $300. Et alibi aliorum 
plurimorum sanctorum ... Deo gratias. 
HIPAA Misunderstanding 
An item in the e-newsletter of the Northeast-
ern PA Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, referring to inaccurate 
reports in some congregational newsletters, 
said that HIPAA (the Health Insurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act of 1996) does 
not prevent churches from listing hospital-
ized members in bulletins or newsletters. 
HIPAA applies only “to health care provid-
ers, not to churches. While we certainly want 
to respect the privacy of congregational mem-
bers, there are no legal restrictions on in-
cluding people on the prayer list. This con-
fusion may have started with an article in 
The Lutheran magazine that reported this 
information incorrectly. It was retracted in 
the following issue.” 
Children’s Sabbath 
Download Ten Steps for a Successful 
Children’s Sabbath and an order form for 
the 2006 Children’s Sabbath manual from 
the August archives on our diocesan blog.* 
Called by God to feed the hungry 
“There is no hunger, no need that is of little 
concern to God. The desire of God’s heart 
is that the hungry be filled with good things. 
And that we help provide the bread that is 
needed – in whatever form. Do you believe 
that you are truly called by God to feed the 
hungry? [From “Filled with Good Things,” 
sermon of Rick Cluett, interim dean, Ca-
thedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, 
Sunday, July 30. Read it all at http:// 
nativitycathedral.blogspot.com/.] 

30 Good Minutes 
At the website of the Chicago Sunday 
Evening Club, www.csec.org, under the title 
30 Good Minutes, you will find a collec-
tion of professionally produced inspirational 
videos and text featuring insightful religious 
thinkers (e.g., Joan Chittister, Tony Campolo, 
Alan Jones, Barbara Crafton, Phyllis Tickle, 
John Killinger, Lawrence Kushner, Tex 
Sample), stories of personal faith and re-
flections on spiritual topics. These programs 
are excellent. You’ll need RealPlayer which 
may be downloaded at no cost. Robert Black, 
an Episcopalian with whom I have occasion-
ally worked, is CEO and executive producer 
of 30 Good Minutes. 
If your church has broadband wireless 
internet access, a laptop and a projector, this 
is a source you may never exhaust for pro-
fessionally produced and free videos of vari-
ous lengths that might be used effectively in 
adult and teen forums. I say you’ll need wire-
less because these seem to me to be “stream-
ing” video, i.e., able to be played only while 
you are connected online to the source. But 
that may not be so. Mother Laura Howell of 
Trinity, Bethlehem, reports that she uses a 
set of programs that allow you to capture 
most streaming audio and video. The two 
programs that work well for her, Windows 
Media Recorder and Real Media Recorder, 
are accessible at http://applian.com/. 

Our Diocesan Convention will meet on October 13-14 
at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity Bethlehem 

Pre-Convention meeting 
will be held on October 3 (Church of the 
Epiphany, Clarks Summit), October 5 
(Christ Church, Reading) and October 10 
(St. Anne’s, Trexlertown), all at 7:00 p.m. 
Walk a Mile in Their Shoes 
is an advocacy and prayer vigil project 
sponsored by AWE: Children’s Ministries 
that invites congregations throughout the 
Diocese of Bethlehem to join in a Sabbath 
Season of Prayer and Action for Children. 
It begins with the observance of the Na-
tional Children’s Sabbath (sponsored by 
the Children’s Defense Fund, Washington, 
D.C.) and the Diocesan ECW’s collection 
of Undies for Children at Risk at our Di-
ocesan Convention. In the months that fol-
low Diocesan Convention, congregations 
throughout the Diocese are invited to unite 
in witness for children through prayer, edu-
cation, worship and action using the Walk 
a Mile in Their Shoes guide for sugges-
tions. For more information, go to the Au-
gust archives on our diocesan blog.* 
Our Children at Risk Need 
Undies, Socks and Sweatpants 
Because there continues to be a great need 
for these items, the diocesan ECW (Epis-
copal Church Women) seeks your help and 
support in continuing the Undies Project 
until Diocesan Convention, October 13-14. 
The ECW has asked each parish to con-
tinue to collect basic necessities (new un-
dershirts, briefs, undies, undershirts and 
socks) as well as a new item, sweatpants, 
for Children at Risk, sizes 2-16 years. Di-
ocesan Convention delegates have been 
asked to bring from each parish one packet 
(two-gallon ziplock bag) and to distribute 
the remainder of the collection locally to 
agencies of their choice. For more infor-
mation: Jane Nurse, nursejo@stny.rr.com, 
570-965-2085 or Dorothy Shaw, 
flamingo@epix.net, 570-836-2049 or 

Marlene Hartshorne, mhartshorne@ 
netcarrier.com, 610-395-2583. 
Bethlehem ECW and Kajo Keji 
Mothers’ Union turn to new crafts 
to support programs in Kajo Keji 
By Laura I. Chegwidden 
ECW Board mission coordinator 
New artistic renderings have arrived from 
the Diocese of Kajo Keji in Southern 
Sudan: finely woven baskets of millet, 
palm leaves and split bamboo (all renew-
able sources, ecologically speaking) and 
small carved pieces. 
Our diocesan Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW) will have a sample of these at Di-
ocesan Convention, Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem, October 13-14. 
The diocesan ECW sends all proceeds, 
not simply the profit, to the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji to benefit their orphans and wid-
ows as well as the vocational education 
projects of the Mothers Union such as sew-
ing classes that include dress making and 
embroidery. The Mothers Union is the 
counterpart to ECW in many parts of the 
Anglican Communion. 

Cathy Bailey 
Cathy Bailey has ac-
cepted the position of 
Diocesan UTO Coordi-
nator. A member of the 
Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, 
Cathy was a diocesan 
deputy at the recent 
General Convention. 
Her introductory letter 
as UTO Coordinator and her GC reflection, 
The Top Mission Priority of our Church, 
(from page A7 of the July/August edition of 
Diocesan Life), may be accessed from the 
July archives of our diocesan blog.* 

Children’s Choir Festival 
The Cathedral will host a Children’s Choir 
Festival, Saturday, October 21, open to all 
youth choirs in the diocese, third grade and 
above. Greg Funfgeld, director of the Beth-
lehem Bach Choir, will be guest clinician 
for the day. Registration packets and reper-
toire list will be sent to parishes soon. Ques-
tions: Becky Berkenstock at (610) 798-9004. 
Different gifts 
Each one of us comes into this world with a 
different collection of things that challenge 
us and things that give us joy and allow us to 
bless the world around us. [Presiding 
Bishop-elect Katharine Jefferts Schori, 
cited in the National Catholic Reporter] 
Where the responsibility falls 
Religion News Service recently published 
an interview with Njongonkulu Ndungane, 
Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa. He 
was asked if he thought the media “pay too 
much attention to certain statements by cer-
tain dioceses that threaten to take their hat 
and leave.” He replied: “I think the respon-
sibility falls on those people who make such 
irresponsible statements, who inflame issues 
because they want to create this particular 
misconception that things are falling apart – 
when in fact that’s not the case, really.” 


