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We know it was an unjust resolution 
WHAT MIGHT B003 ACCOMPLISH?  BY SCOTT ALLEN 

I love General Convention. At once ex-
hausting and invigorating, it’s a time to 
see the “church militant” in all its textures, 
opinions, shapes and varieties. It’s a 
chance to get down to the brass tacks of 
what it means to be an Episcopal Christian. 

I see old friends and make new ones. 
We broke bread together, shared ourselves 
with ten other total strangers randomly 
thrown together at assigned tables. I knew 
two at my table, Louie Crew and Bishop 
of Puerto Rico David Alvarez whom many 
will remember as the canon there when 
they were our global partner. 

Two of us, from the Church in El Salvador, 
didn’t speak English. Our conversations had 
to be slow, deliberate and translated in order 
to be inclusive. One of our table mates cried 
over the divisions in her deputation. 

Each morning I caught a shuttle bus 
from our hotel to the Convention Center. 
The bus was a microcosm of the Episcopal 
Church and the Anglican Communion. 
Bishops from places like Botswana and 
the Philippines were not unusual riders. 
Frank Griswold in blue jeans, polo shirt 
and back pack once came through as well 
(I wonder what he carries in his back pack 
– somewhat like what’s in the Queen’s 
purse?). Triennial delegates asking what 
happened the day before. People from all 
over the Church asking about me and if I 
know someone they know. There are only 
one or two degrees of separation in this 
Church when you play the “Do you 
know…?” game here. 

The election of Katharine Jefferts 
Schori was a moment of true amazement, 
wonder and joy. A deputy from another 
deputation gave me the heads up and I said 
“No!” in disbelief. We were amazed and 
somewhat stunned. As I recall St. Mark’s 
gospel, amazement is the usual response 
to being in a holy moment. It was holy. I 
got my hands on one of the “It’s a Girl!” 
pink buttons floated by the Episcopal 
Women’s Caucus. 

Legislatively we were all following the 
Special Committee 26 and the Windsor 
Report response. Fifteen hundred Episco-
palians and world-guests packed the Hyatt 
ballroom. God’s sense of humor was 
showing as Gene Robinson and Bob 
Duncan were in line next to each other to 
speak to the committee. 

We passed resolutions on Rites of Pas-
sage for Adolescents to be included in the 
next Enriching Our Worship. We continued 
important ecumenical relationships with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, the United Methodists, and the 

Moravians. Title III of our canons gov-
erning ministry of all orders was dramati-
cally revised. We were addressed by the 
Anglican Observer to the United Nations 
and the Director of Episcopal Relief and 
Development. The MDG’s (Millennium 
Development Goals to eradicate extreme 
poverty) came up frequently in resolutions 
and in conversation. 

The looming topic was about the Epis-
copal Church’s response to the Windsor 
Report. We were all in a tough position. 
The choices before us seemed somewhat 
“no win” at the time – either we betray 
our gay and lesbian clergy brothers and 
sisters or opt out of the Anglican Com-
munion. Not good choices. Choices we 
felt we had no part of crafting. We cried, 
begged, pleaded, pontificated, judged, 
laughed, drew deep sighs, affirmed, ac-
cused, defended, bled.  Ironically, all the 
ingredients of authentic relationships be-
tween real people. The original A-161 
resolution which included both a morato-
rium on gay persons in the Episcopate as 
well as non-development of Rites for 
Same Sex Blessing went down in a sound 
defeat. We all wondered what next? 

What was next was the Presiding 
Bishop calling a joint session of both the 
House of Bishops and the House of Deputies. 
Rumors were rampant. One person told 
me, “Well, I expect he’s (the PB) going to 
try a “Hail, Mary” pass from the end zone.” 
That he did. The news stories of the con-
tent of his address that morning are readily 
available. In a second stunning move, we 
received a request via the President of the 
House of Deputies that our PB-elect 
wanted to speak to us. Of course, we said yes. 

One thing I honor about the rules of 
General Convention is that bishops and 
deputies are not allowed on each other’s 
floor without express invitation and per-
mission or unless an official joint session 
is called. I assume this was put in place to 
keep either house from being coerced by 
the other. The Presiding Bishop does have 
the right to call a joint session without 
the agreement of the House of Deputies 
(after all, we are the Episcopal Church). 

The passing of B033 was heart-rending 
and difficult. A woman spoke eloquently, 
saying that the failure or passage of this 
resolution is a tragedy. I was sad, angry, 
conflicted, and hopeful all at once and at 
different times over the next few hours. 
This Church knows it was an unjust reso-
lution. I don’t know how many fingers 
were crossed when voting yes. It was a 
high-pressure response when we were at 

our lowest ebb. I am glad that PB-elect 
Katharine will have it in her pocket as her 
very presence at Primates’ meetings will 
be an upset for some as she embodies a 
“manner of life (which) poses a challenge 
to the church and would (may) lead to fur-
ther strains on communion.” 

I think we all left with a feeling of “wait 
and see.” Nothing was really resolved. 
Nothing will make the Episcopal Church 
more effective in evangelism by expand-
ing the welcome we profess on our signs 
(save, perhaps, Bishop Schori’s election 
as PB). That welcome now seems to have 
some very big caveats. While the glass 
ceiling for women has perhaps lost its last 
pane, the “pink ceiling” for l/g/b/t clergy 
(in same gender relationships) remains. It 
makes me wonder. If a celibate gay per-
son were elected – which many say is ok 
– would the same provisions of B033 
hold? We shall see. Newark’s election is 
looming. 

Attempting to put a good face on this, I 
offer the following: On a larger scale 
I imagine some priest in Africa or South-
east Asia, perhaps serving a small rural 
congregation, or not.  He/She could have 
been pressured to marry as a prerequisite to 
ordination. She/He was called to priesthood 
as powerfully as you or I. Or it may very 
well be a lay person, living in fear of 
discovery. All are gay or lesbian. In some 
countries, homosexuality is punishable by 
imprisonment and/or death.  If we had not 
passed Resolution B003, he/she would 
maybe not have the future possibility to 
stand up and say/be who they are. With 
this resolution the conversation has the 
possibility of taking place on a world- 
wide scale. If B003 had not passed we 
would have only been able to continue that 
conversation here, among ourselves. Per-
haps the change of mind of the Church 
depends on us staying somehow, some 
way, in the worldwide conversation. 

It was a joy to be part of our deputation. 
I want you all to know that I am grateful to 
Jane, Hillary, Nick, Bill, Andy, Jan, and 
Cathy for putting up with my occasional 
rants and for truly struggling with the issues 
and listening to one another with compassion 
and mercy. When justice is not handy, mercy 
works. It was truly an honor to be sent by 
you to this amazing triennial gathering of 
faithful, committed and opinionated fellow 
Episcopalians. I love this Church, warts and 
all, and plan on being in it for a long time. 
  The Rev. T. Scott Allen, rector of St. Elizabeth’s, 
Schnecksville, was a Diocese of Bethlehem deputy 
to General Convention. 

Now there on the hillside a great 
herd of swine was feeding; and the 
unclean spirits begged him, “Send 
us into the swine; let us enter them.” 
— Mark 5:11 

What had the herd of pigs ever 
done to the demoniac? Nothing. 

So why was it fair to kill all those 
innocent pigs? I, an admirer of pigs 
my entire life, wish to lodge a for-
mal protest. 

The explanation for Mark, of 
course, is that pigs are unclean for 
Jews anyway, so who cares what 
happens to them? 

But we don’t think pigs are un-
clean today. Pigs are animals, like 
other animals. We’ve changed our 
minds on that. That and a lot of other 
things in the Bible. That’s why Chris-
tians don’t keep kosher, why Chris-
tians think owning slaves is wrong, 
why we allow women to speak in 
church and why we do and believe a 
host of other things people rejected 
in Biblical times. Now, as always, 
people interpret the Bible from their 
place within history, and history only 
moves forward. 

The idea of a group of animals 
— or people — standing in for some-
thing that is really someone else’s 
responsibility rubs us the wrong way. 
It rubs us an even wronger way if 
the rationale for this injustice rests 
upon a belief about uncleanness we 
no longer hold. It is like the old royal 
household practice of having a 
“whipping boy” for a young prince 
— when the prince misbehaved, the 
whipping boy got his thrashing, so 
that his royal hide wouldn’t have to 
bear the indignity of the blows. His 
nobility of spirit was supposed to 
make that painful for the prince, but 
I imagine it was more painful for the 
whipping boy. But who cared about 
him? He wasn’t a prince. 

Oh, but being the whipping boy 
makes you Christlike, you know. 
Taking on someone else’s pain like that. 

But Christ chose his redemptive 
suffering, freely offering himself on 
our behalf. Martyrdom is one thing 
if we choose it for ourselves — it is 
quite another if someone else 
chooses it for us. 

Got a problem with a demon? 
Take him on, armed with the mighty 
love of God — don’t pawn him off 
on somebody else. Don’t make him 
somebody else’s problem. But first 
be sure he really is a demon. It’s not 
always so easy to tell. 
Episcopal priest, author, and retreat 
leader, Barbara Cawthorne Crafton 
heads The Geranium Farm, a nonprofit 
institute for the promotion of ministries 
of spiritual growth in parishes and in the 
lives of individuals. Her essays and 
reviews have appeared in The New York 
Times Magazine, Christian Century and 
other periodicals. More info and essays are 
available at www.geraniumfarm.org. 

Whipping Boy 
By Barbara Crafton 
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The top mission priority of our church 
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS BY CATHY BAILEY 

There were many newsworthy events 
during the General Convention. You may 
have read about some of them. Here are a 
few events I participated in that you may 
not read about. 

1. More than 750 people crammed into 
a ballroom for the Episcopalians for Glo-
bal Reconciliation U2charist where Rev. 
Michael Curry and Rev. Chilton Knudsen 
led us in celebrating the church’s commit-
ment to the Millennium Development 
Goals. More than $4,000 was raised that 
evening for Episcopal Relief and Devel-
opment, Five Talents and the Millennium 
Villages Project. 

2. The House of Deputies snapped its 
fingers every three seconds and a cross of 
10,200 popsicle sticks was built to remem-
ber the child who dies every three seconds 
from extreme poverty. 

3. A crowd of women gathered to pay 
tribute to the 500,000 women who die 
from complications from childbirth and 
pregnancy (MDG #5) and raise awareness 
about What One Can Do about it. 

4. Archbishop Ochola of the diocese of 
Kitgum in northern Uganda spoke pas-
sionately to the House of Bishops and a 
crowd at the EGR booth about the child 
abductions and slaughters in his country. 

5. We passed legislation celebrating the 
71 dioceses that have embraced the MDGs 
and 0.7% giving and challenged all dio-
ceses to be on board by July 7, 2007 (07/ 
07/07 - the halfway point to the MDG tar-
get date of 2015). 

6. The Millennium Development Goals 
were named the top mission priority and 

we passed a budget that included a line 
item representing more than 0.7% of the 
budget dedicated to supporting the MDGs. 

This is an additional $1,326,000 in new 
and increased mission funds that support 
the MDGs throughout all budget mission 
priorities. It includes a challenge to every 
department and funded mission and min-
istry of the Church to give 0.7% of their 
money toward the MDGs. It includes a 
pledge by all members of Program, Bud-
get and Finance to pledge 0.7% of their 
personal incomes toward the MDGs and 
a challenge to all bishops and deputies to 
do the same. 

7. We elected a Presiding Bishop who 
when asked after her election what her 
passion was, said: “My passion is for mis-
sion. Because I think that’s how we build 
the reign of God. The Millennium Devel-
opment Goals give us an image, an icon 
or a lens, if you will, for how we can build 
the reign of God in our own day. They’re 
achievable. They’re achievable in less than 
ten years if we can commit as nations and 
communities and individuals across the 
world to do it. That is remarkable! It’s 
the first time in the history of the world 
when we have been able to say that it’s 
possible to make poverty history. I think 
that’s a great and glorious and incredibly 
engaging model for what it means to be 
the church. 
What are the MDGs and 0.7%? 

In September of 2000, during the Mil-
lennium Summit, 189 countries adopted 
a vision of a world free from suffering 
caused by extreme poverty. Eight MDGs 

(Millennium Development Goals) were 
developed: 

• Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 
• Achieve universal primary education. 
• Promote gender equality and empower 

women. 
• Reduce child mortality. 
• Improve maternal health. 
• Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 

other diseases. 
• Ensure environmental sustainability, 
• Create a global partnership for 

development with a focus on debt, 
aid, and trade. 

Again, in September of 2005, the na-
tions of the world re-committed them-
selves to the MDGs.  If the goal is a world 
free from the suffering caused by extreme 
poverty by 2015 is to be accomplished, 
we will need to step up our work. 

The United States gives the most in to-
tal aid dollars ($27.5 billion) but is among 
the least as a proportion of our total in-
come (0.22%). 

Together the nations of the world need 
to increase financial resources for devel-
oping countries and make certain that aid 
is used effectively for the MDGs. 

Please pray about making this part of 
your spiritual journey. You can get more 
information about what you can do from 
any of the Diocese of Bethlehem deputies 
or by visiting the following web sites: 
Episcopal Relief and Development, 
www.er-d.org or Episcopalians for Glo-
bal Reconciliation, www.e4gr.org. 
Pray for the Church and for the World. Cathy 
Bailey, a parishioner at the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, was a Diocese of Bethlehem Gen-
eral Convention deputy. 

The right gifts for the coming years 
MY ‘TOP-FIVE’ LIST BY NICK KNISELY 

Having returned home, I’ve been read-
ing people’s reactions and questions about 
what we did and what we didn’t do at Gen-
eral Convention. Most of what I’ve 
thought about during the Convention I’ve 
already posted on my blog at 
www.entangledstates.org,  so I won’t go 
into that here. 

I reserve the right to revisit those ideas, 
however, as time and distance from these 
past weeks in Columbus allow a wider 
horizon and context in which to view them. 

Here is my response to a request from 
a friend that I compose a kind of “top- 
five” list about General Convention 2006. 

• Reconciliation cannot happen via 
a legislative process. But reconciliation 
is possible for us. Look at the differ-
ence between the discussions on the 
legislative floor where we hurled de-
bating points at each other, but didn’t 
have the time or the space to listen and 
carefully respond - and the way the Spe-
cial Committee, chosen to represent the 
breadth of our Church, was able to do 
the opposite. They managed in the 
course of their two weeks of work to 
come to a common mind because they 
came to trust each other and to know 
each other. That fact is what gives me 
hope for the Church. 

• We have a new Primate for the 
Church whom I think has just the right 
gifts for the coming nine years. 
+Katharine is no stranger to conflict 
or to controversy, and her background 
in reconciliation is going to be a real 
asset. I’m of course delighted to learn 
that she is a scientist, comfortable with 
technology and committed to openness 
in the church. 

• The Episcopal Church is strug-
gling to find a way forward that will 
bring as many as possible of us into 
a place where we can find the heal-
ing we need so that we can do the mis-
sion work we have been given. I think 
all of the events of General Conven-
tion 2006 need to be viewed through 
that perspective. 

• We all agreed that what we really 
want right now is to put the fighting 
behind us and to focus on things like 
the Millennium Development Goals. 
The extraordinary excitement and una-
nimity about this is stunning. 

• There is a great deal of thought-
ful and dedicated work being done in 
the name of Jesus in thousands and 
thousands of places in the Episcopal 
Church. We tend to lose sight of that 
sometimes, but hearing the testimonies 

that we did at Convention, we were forced 
to remember that what we were fight-
ing about is something worth fighting 
for. We Episcopalians are bearers of 
Good News to people who need to hear 
and experience it. Don’t let the rheto-
ric of the loud voices caught up in their 
struggle let us ever forget that. Perhaps 
now that the Windsor Process belongs to 
Canterbury, we can get back to doing that 
work again. 
Rector of Trinity Church, Bethlehem, Nick 
Knisely was a Diocese of Bethlehem deputy to 
General Convention. Nick’s blog is Entangled 
States at www.entangledstates.org. 

As a first-time deputy three years ago, I 
learned the meaning of baptism by fire. 
Working on the Prayer Book, Liturgy and 
Music Committee and experiencing the 
election of Bishop V. Gene Robinson was 
a lot to take in. This convention was cer-
tainly just as important to the history of 
our church; having some experience to 
draw from, however, I felt more secure. 

I was privileged again to serve on the 
Prayer Book, Liturgy and Music Commit-
tee. We spent the bulk of our time work-
ing on the new “Rites of Passage” litur-
gies composed during the last triennium. 
These rites will help families and com-
munities celebrate important milestones 
in individual’s lives. They include prayers 
for everything from learning to ride a bike 
to honoring the anniversary of a loved 
one’s death. 

The most exciting aspect of General 
Convention 2006 for me was our full 
embrace of the Millennium Development 
Goals and our election of the first woman 
as presiding bishop. The Millennium De-
velopment goals were a refreshing change 
from the sometimes disheartening politics 
of the extreme fractions on the floor. All 
members of the House of Deputies, no 
matter what each person’s agenda may 
have been, came together to embrace the 
MDGs and to change the world we live in 
for the better. It’s a wonderful feeling to 
be a part of a church that is willing to be a 
relevant example of Christ’s love to the 
world. 

I never expected the election of 
Katharine Jefferts Schori. After reading her 
biography and watching an interview with 
her and the other nominees, I felt she 
would certainly be one of my top choices. 
I assumed, however, that she would not 
be elected simply because she was a 
woman. I truly had my eyes opened by the 
Holy Spirit when I learned how delight-
fully wrong I was. I think I’m not the only 
person who learned that, while things may 
be unexpected in our limited human un-
derstanding, nothing is impossible for 
God. What a wonderful lesson to learn on 
the 30th anniversary of women’s ordination! 
A seminarian at Berkeley Divinity School at 
Yale, Hillary Dowling Raining was a Diocese of 
Bethlehem General Convention deputy. 

Impressions 
By Hillary Dowling Raining 
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