
The Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem supports a 
variety of events meant to help foster the spiritual 
formation of young people.  Christophany is a 
three-day retreat in the mountains, the purpose of 
which is to bring youth in grades 6-12 closer to 
Christ.  The word Christophany is derived from 
“theophany” which is an ancient Greek word 
meaning “appearance of God”.  Just like Moses in 
the desert and Jesus at the Transfiguration, we 
believe that a physical place away from the rest of 
our lives allows for a unique opportunity to be 
open to the possibility of being transformed by the 
appearance of Christ.  

At Christophany we experience: the beauty of 
creation; the company of friends, new and old; 
games and activities in the woods; songs around 
the campfire; worship and music; and stories of 
faith.  There’s plenty of free time and plenty to 
do!

In addition, the youth council and youth 
missioner choose a theme and worthy mission to 
which all the youth can participate in supporting 
during the course of the weekend.  Our hope is 
that every youth who joins us will be inspired to be 
an active missioner in their everyday lives.

Hope to see you on the mountain!

Christophany SPARKED!
April 19-21, 2013
Pocono Plateau, Cresco, PA

(registration closes April 8th)

z
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Once a month, this newsletter will be available as both a digital download and an online resource 
at the youth and young adult blog called ReCreate.  We’ll keep you up to date on upcoming 

diocesan youth events as well as regional and national news.  To get on the list, visit diobeth.org 
and click on the “get connected” box and sign up for youth and young adult news.

WHAT IS CHRISTOPHANY?

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 
MINISTRIES
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WISH LIST FOR CHRISTOPHANY OUTREACH PROJECT

     The youth council has been hard at work preparing 

an amazing weekend for you in April!  Our theme this 
year is SPARKED! and we're so excited to bring you 

some great music from musical guest, Kep Short, great 

talks and some great adventures in the woods.  The 
outreach project for this year will be explained in more 

detail during the Christophany weekend, but the short 
version is that we are gathering supplies for the middle 

school mission trip which will be taking place this 

summer.  Our middle school mission team will be 
traveling throughout the diocese helping out both people 

and animals in need.  For them to be able to do their 
work they will need lots of  gear and we want to help give 

them a "leg up" on their collections. 

     Below is a wish list of  items you are encouraged to 
bring to the event.  In years past, some youth have put a 

box or basket at the back of  their church, announced 
what it's for and asked for parish support.  Bring 

whatever you collect with you to Christophany, send it 

with someone who is going, or call 610.751.3931 for pick 
up arrangements. Thank you in advance for your support 

of  our outreach work!

PETS

Pocket Pet Food (rabbits, gerbil, fish, birds, etc)

Dry goods: Cheerios, Raisin Bran, Shredded
Wheat, crackers of  all kinds, Quaker oats, raisins

Cat food
Lava dust and Lava Bites for the Chinchillas

Rabbit food: Timothy hay in a bag for the Rabbits

Bird Food: Millet sprays, cockatiel and parakeet food
Pig Food: Piggy Chow from Tractor Supply for pot-

bellied pigs
Dog Food: Dry and canned food, Milkbones for large 

dogs

Turkey Food: White/lemon boxes of  cake mix to make 
Birdie Cake

Duck Food: Pellet food from tractor supply
Fresh Produce: Lettuce, apples, bananas, cabbage

Paper products-paper towels and tissues

Warm Blankets: for the pigs

Crates and boxes for ease of  collection and delivery

CLEANING BUCKETS

5 gallon bucket with resalable lid:  Buckets from fast food 

restaurants or bakeries can be used if  washed and 
cleaned.  Do not use buckets which have been used to 

store chemicals such as paint or pool cleaner. 
Advertisements on the outside are acceptable.

Load buckets with the following:

Liquid laundry detergent: two 25 oz. or one 50 oz. bottles  

only

Liquid household cleaner: 12-16 oz. liquid cleaner that 

can be mixed with water: no spray cleaners

Dish soap: 16-28 oz bottle any brand
1 can air freshener: aerosol or pump

1 insect repellant spray: 6-14 oz. aerosol or spray pump 

with protective cover
18 cleaning wipes: handi wipes or reusable wipes: no 

terry cleaning towels, remove from packaging

7 sponges: remove from wrapper (no cellulose sponges 
due to mold issue)

5 scouring pads, remove from wrapper (no Brillo, SOS 
pads or any kind that will rust)

clothespins: remove from packaging

clothes line: two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.,cotton or plastic.
24 roll heavy duty trash bags: remove from the box,30-45 

gallon size
5 dust masks

2 pair disposable waterproof  gloves,rubber or latex 

(remove from packaging)
1 pair work gloves: cotton or leather, leather palms 

necessary

CARE KITS

Deodorant

Shampoo & conditioner
Body Wash/Soap

Disposable razors



Read more about our events...
VOCARE #3

MAY 31-JUNE 2, 2013

     Vocare is a form of  a latin word meaning "to call". 
The Vocare weekend is a renewal weekend 
addressed to young adults 19-30 in the time when 
we face many serious decisions that set the direction 
for much of  our adult life.
    Is Christianity relevant today? Can it penetrate 
the many areas of  everyday life? Can it transform 
the world and keep up with the changing times? In 
addressing these and other questions, Vocare proposes 
no new spirituality, but does provide a tools through 
which one's spirituality may be developed, 
nourished, lived and shared in fellowship with 
Christians. The Vocare Community believes that Jesus 
Christ has made and will continue to make a 
difference in individual lives in the world.  This 
year’s Vocare retreat is led by Lay Rector, Mary 
Bogg’s of  Christ Church in Reading.  In her words, 
here’s why you should register to attend:

I attended my first Vocare weekend during a time in my life 
where I was trying to figure out my spirituality and what to do 
with my life.  Where did God fit in for me? Am I alone in 
feeling this lost? After that weekend, not only did I grow 
spiritually, but I also had a better understanding of  how to 
continue this spiritual journey because I felt more optimistic 
that God had a plan for me.

Posters and invitations are available to print and 
hand out to friends, family and post on bulletin 
boards.  You can request these items by sending a 
note to esiftar@diobeth.org and the promotional 
package will be emailed to you.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
JULY 7-12, 2013

     Each mission trip I have been on has been 
transformative.  While each of  them was unique:  
different members, different purpose, different 
locale, one thing is true:  when a group of  people is 
drawn together for the aim of  relieving suffering and 
spreading the gospel, the Holy Spirit goes with 
them.  Serving of  a meal and packaging supplies 
become lessons in stewardship, charity and humility 
and an opportunity to live out our baptismal 
promises.
      This summer’s mission trip has been planned 
especially for the middle school student with little or 
no mission experience.  Each day will be filled with 
work, games, worship and education.  The youth 
will be commissioned at the Cathedral on Sunday.  
Monday morning we’ll begin in Bethlehem at 
Trinity’s Soup Kitchen.  Tuesday we’ll move north 
to the Gress Ranch and work with rescue animals 
such as llamas, goats and pot-bellied pigs.  
Wednesday and Thursday we will be under the 
direction of  Janine Ungvarsky at the Disaster Relief  
Center in Nanticoke cleaning, painting and 
lanscaping.  We’ll end the week with a day of  play at 
Knoebel’s Park!

Important MSMT dates:

April 23 Applications available online
May 7  Applications and deposit due
May 14 Mission Team announced
May 26 Parent mtg and youth retreat
June 11 Final payment due

Cost $330 per person and includes all lodging, food 
and activities.  Some scholarships available.



UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL 19-21

Christophany
for youth grades 6-12
at Pocono Plateau
Cresco, PA
$125

MAY 31-JUNE 1

VOCARE
for young adults ages 18-30
at Kirby House
Mountaintop, PA
$125

JULY 7-12

MIDDLE SCHOOL
MISSION TRIP
for youth who have 
completed grades 6-8
$330

RESOURCES FOR YOUTH LEADERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

visit 
 website: www.diobeth.org     blog: http://diobeth.typepad.com/recreate/

call
610.691.5655 X229 (o)    610.751.3931(c)

register
https://s08.123signup.com/servlet/SignUp;jsessionid=8847F612745E2E257C5307E233C99E5C?

PG=1531801182300&P=153180100

FORMA

An Episcopal resource for 
Christian Educator.  Go 
here for ideas and 
networking.  Pay the 
money and be a member.  
Trust me, it’s worth every 
penny!
http://episcoforma.org/

 the EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Connect on the national level 
with other youth and young 
adult leaders.  Find out new 
trends and national events.
http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/
page/young-adultcampus-
ministries

PRAY-AS-YOU-GO.ORG

This website has one of  the 
best daily prayers I have found.  
Beautiful music and 
mediations by British Jesuits as 
well as links to other great 
sites:
http://www.pray-as-you-
go.org/
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