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Bethlehem Diocesan Life
Dean Schenkel on 50 years of ministry

By deAn roBert SchenKeL

The Very Rev. Robert Schenkel preaching at Nativity, Bethlehem, on the occasion of his 50th 
anniversary of ministry, July 11, 2010. Photo by Kat Lehman

There	 was	 once	 a	 baseball	 player	
who	 was	 not	 only	 a	 very	 talented	
pitcher,	 but	 a	 man	 who	 offered	 com-
pelling	 commentaries	 on	 life.	 One	 of	
his	 Satchel	 Paige’s	 more	 memorable	
utterances	 was:	 “Don’t	 look	 back;	
something	might	be	gaining	on	you.”.	
In	 my	 50	 years	 of	 ordained	 ministry,	
the	 “something”	 has	 not	 only	 gained	
on	me,	but	has	caught	up.	The	“some-
thing”	is	what	many	of	my	generation	
would	consider	to	be	the	revolutionary	
changes	we	have	experienced.	Several	
of	the	most	signifi	cant	are	ordination,	
integration,	 celebration	 and	 commu-
nication.	 None	 of	 these	 are	 new	 to	
the	church;	I	simply	want	to	highlight	
them	as	signifi	cant	to	my	ministry.

Celebration.	 When	 I	 began	 my	
ministry	 the	 usual	 formula	 for	 Sun-
day	morning	was	Holy	Communion	at	
8:00,	with	Morning	Prayer,	 usually	 at	
11:	00,	three	Sundays	a	month.		Holy	

Communion	 was	 administered	 at	 the	
later	 service	 only	 on	 fi	rst	 Sundays.	
During	this	time	many	parishes	began	
a	 third	 service,	 usually	 designated	 as	
family	 worship	 and	 held	 in	 conjunc-
tion	with	the	education	program.	Now	
the	Eucharist,	especially	since	the	revi-
sion	of	the	Prayer	Book	in	1979,	is	the	
liturgical	norm	in	most	parishes	at	all	
Sunday	services.	

The	services	were	conducted	by	the	
ordained	entirely,	no	Chalice	Bearers,	
Lectors,	 or	 Intercessors,	 or	 Lay	 Eu-
charistic	 Ministers.	 Also,	 the	 revised	
Prayer	 Book	 has	 provided	 liturgical	
structure	 to	 encourage	 the	 inclusion	
of	 the	 Eucharist	 at	 the	 Celebration	
of	 Matrimony	 and	 the	 Burial	 Offi	ce,	
something	 rarely	 done	 in	 my	 early	
ministry.	 In	 the	 matter	 of	 marriage	
in	the	church	there	has	been	a	major	
change	 in	 how	 remarriage	 following	
divorce	 is	 handled.	 In	 a	 word	 before	
the	most	 recent	Prayer	Book	 revision	

the	 process	 was	 “legalistic;”	 now	 the	
emphasis	 is	 toward	a	much	more	pas-
toral	 approach.	 Baptisms	 were	 more	
often	 than	 not	 administered	 at	 times	
other	 than	 during	 the	 Sunday	 liturgy	
as	 was	 mine.	 I	 have	 to	 go	 back	 more	
than	fi	fty	years	to	address	this	but	not	
only	 was	 my	 baptism	 not	 during	 a	
Sunday	 liturgy,	 but	 was	 in	 my	 grand-
parent’s	home,	also	not	unusual.	I	was	
a	perfectly	healthy	child	and	the	bap-
tism	was	in	all	likelihood	more	for	fam-
ily	convenience	than	anything	else.	So	
called	 private	 baptisms	 were	 still	 the	
general	rule	when	I	was	fi	rst	ordained,	
often	after	the	regular	Sunday	service,	
but	this	is	rarely	the	case	today	unless	
there	is	an	extreme	situation.	

Ordination.		When	I	began	the	pro-
cess	that	would	lead	to	my	ordination	
there	 was	 no	 Diocesan	 Commission	
on	 Ministry,	 and	 no	 sessions	 with	 a	
committee	 of	 discernment,	 and	 their	
subsequent	 evaluations.	 There	 were	
no	GOE’s	or	Church	Deployment	Of-
fi	ce,	 or	 parish	 or	 clergy	 profi	les	 as	 we	
know	them	today.	What	 is	consistent	
with	 the	past	 is	one’s	acceptance	and	
support	of	 the	 local	 rector	 and	vestry	
(still	required),	passing	a	physical	and	
psychological	 exam	 (still	 required),	
and,	 perhaps	 most	 important,	 accep-
tance	by	one’s	bishop	 (most	 certainly	
required).	 	 Following	 graduation	 and	
ordination	to	the	diaconate,	there	was	
a	 full	year	of	work	with	Diocesan	Ex-
amining	 Chaplains.	 We	 were	 exam-
ined	 on	 everything	 including	 Greek	
and	Anglican	Theology.	As	I	recall	we	
could	 not	 be	 ordained	 to	 the	 priest-
hood	 until	 these	 men	 were	 satisfi	ed,	
although	 the	 bishop	 could	 certainly	
override	 them	 if	 he	 felt	 it	 necessary.	
A	transitional	diaconate	of	less	than	a	
year	was	a	rarity.			

The	role	of	women	in	the	church,	es-
pecially	their	ordination	to	the	priest-
hood,	and	subsequently	to	the	episco-
pate,	is	perhaps	the	most	revolutionary	
of	all	the	many	changes	of	the	past	50	
years.	 In	 1963	 when	 I	 became	 rector	
of	St.	Margaret’s	 in	Annapolis,	Mary-
land,	we	were	still	operating	under	the	

Vestry	Act	of	1792.	As	a	condition	of	
this	 act	women	were	disenfranchised,	
unable	 to	 vote	 in	 the	 annual	 meet-
ing,	much	less	serve	on	the	vestry.	We	
made	the	necessary	changes	to	remove	
these	 impediments.	 The	 ordination	
of	women	to	the	priesthood	was	more	
than	 a	 decade	 away,	 and	 the	 seating	
of	 women	 as	 deputies	 at	 the	 General	
Convention	 was	 not	 formalized	 until	
1970,	but	one	of	my	 successors	 at	St.	
Margaret’s	was	a	most	capable	woman	
who	recently	was	elected	and	seated	as	
a	Suffragan	Bishop	of	Los	Angeles.

Integration.	In	the	early	1960’s	while	
I	was	 at	Christ	Church	 in	Baltimore,	
a	 black	 man	 attended	 our	 8:00	 a.m.	
service.	Afterward,	I	was	asked	by	our	
verger	 if	 this	 church	 was	 integrated.	
The	nave	sat	about	600,	and	I	assured	
him	in	answer	to	his	question	that	we	
had	 plenty	 of	 room	 for	 everyone.	 	 I	
hope	 not	 many	 would	 ask	 this	 ques-
tion	today.

	 Communication	 Technology.	 Be-
fore	coming	to	the	Cathedral	in	1984,	
I	 served	 a	 parish	 in	 New	 Hampshire.	
At	 that	 time	 most	 churches	 did	 not	
have	computers	but	 fortunately	 for	us	
there	 was	 a	 local	 computer	 company	
nearby,	 and	 several	 of	 their	 program-
mers	were	members	of	the	parish.	With	
this	resource	we	became	computerized,	
and	after	I	came	to	the	Cathedral	the	
vestry	 took	 action	 to	 secure	 our	 fi	rst	
computer.	Now	electronic	technology	
is	 not	 only	 the	 norm,	 but	 really	 re-
quired	for	the	mission	and	ministry	of	
the	church	in	the	21st	century.		

Yes,	after	50	years	of	ministry	we	are	
the	same	church	with	the	same	Gospel	
message	to	be	lived	and	proclaimed	to-
day	and	 into	 the	 future.	But	 so	much	
has	 changed	 as	 to	 how	 we	 go	 about	
this.	 As	 the	 old	 pitcher	 said,	 some-
thing	has	caught	up,	and	it	shapes	the	
ministry	of	all.

The Very Rev. Robert Schenkel is cur-
rently retired but was once dean of Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. He 
has served several churches in the diocese 
and was most recently Priest-in-charge at 
St. Brigid’s in Nazareth.



In our tradition and ongoing 
commitment to serve the world

From risk to opportunities: Congregational renewal in the Diocese of Bethlehem (part 2 of 3)
By ty weLLeS And cAnon Andrew GernS

The	recent	plan	of	prominent	billion-
aires,	led	by	Bill	Gates	and	Warren	Buf-
fet,	 to	pledge	 to	give	away	at	 least	half	
of	 their	money	 reminds	me	of	 the	core	
meaning	of	“the	institutional	church.”

Perhaps	like	me,	you	are	used	to	hear-
ing	the	expression	“institutional	church”	
as	 a	 disapproving	 term	 for	 religious	 or-
ganizations	 stuck	 on	 themselves,	 their	
buildings,	budgets,	and	corporate	life.	In	
the	1960s	 it	was	the	term	almost	 inter-
changeable	with	“organized	religion”	for	
that	 which	 was	 imagined	 to	 oppress	 or	
squash	 personal	 spirituality.	 Organized	
religion	or	the	institutional	church	were	
described	 as	 telling	 people	 to	 conform	
to	standards	made	by	rulers	out	of	touch	
with	reality	(you	don’t	need	to	be	orga-
nized	or	religious	for	that	to	happen!).	As	
I	look	back	on	the	last	50	years,	however,	
I	am	convinced	that	either	word	was	ac-
tually	 used	 to	 express	 contempt	 for	 an	
organization	that	did	not	see	things	our	
way,	or	did	not	share	our	pathology.	This	
is,	sadly,	still	very	much	the	case.

It	 was	 not	 always	 that	 way.	 In	 my	
research	 into	 the	 life	 and	 ministry	 of		
William	Augustus	Muhlenberg	(1796—
1877),	the	Anglican	member	of	a	famous	
family	of	Pennsylvania	Lutherans,	I	was	
startled	 to	 discover	 that	 “institutional	
church”	originally	bore	 a	meaning	 that	

we	still	need	to	contemplate.	Muhlenberg	
was	born	to	a	very	wealthy	family	and	yet	
managed	to	die	with	a	net	worth	of	$40.	
He	did	not	lose	his	money	through	lavish	
living,	fi	nancial	crisis	or	bad	investing,	nor	
was	he	defrauded	by	confi	dence	tricksters.	
He	 had	 put	 all	 of	 his	 money	 and	 much	
of	 his	 family’s	 into	 building	 institutions	
through	which	the	church	could	care	for	
the	poor	and	the	sick.

Muhlenberg	 abhorred	 the	 fact	 that	
the	Episcopal	Church	he	knew	was	 in-
deed	a	church	for	the	wealthy:	in	much	
of	the	country,	in	order	to	belong	to	their	
parish,	 Episcopalians	 had	 to	 buy	 a	 pew	
and	pay	an	annual	assessment	on	it	an-
nually.	 It	 was	 like	 paying	 an	 initiation	
fee	in	a	club	and	then	being	responsible	
for	 annual	 dues.	 	 As	 Muhlenberg	 saw	
the	 population	 of	 this	 country	 turning	
increasingly	to	 less	elitist	and	exclusive	
protestant	 bodies	 he	 wrote,	 spoke	 and	
acted	 to	 make	 his	 denomination	 one	
open	to	and	caring	for	all	Americans.

He	warmed	up	to	his	 task	by	starting	
the	public	schools	in	Lancaster	while	at	
St.	James.	In	New	York	he	founded	a	col-
lege	and	invented	the	model	of	the	Epis-
copal	 prep	 school.	 He	 wanted	 schools	
to	 form	 youth	 into	 socially	 responsible	
citizens	(St.	Paul’s,	Concord	was	among	
those	built	directly	on	his	model).	

Muhlenberg	 addressed	 the	 idea	 of	 a	
church	for	all	people	by	building	one	of	
the	fi	rst	“free”	Episcopal	churches	in	the	
country,	 Holy	 Communion,	 New	 York	
City.	The	church	was	“free”	in	that	it	re-
quired	no	pew	rents,	and	was	supported	

by	the	stewardship	of	its	membership.	

Muhlenberg	 worked	 very	 hard	 to	
make	 his	 parish	 what	 he	 unapologeti-
cally	 called	 an	 “institutional	 church.”	
When	he	used	 that	 term	he	wanted	 to	
lead	 people	 away	 from	 thinking	 of	 the	
church	 solely	 as	 a	 place	 of	 spiritual	 re-
freshment,	 on	 the	 model	 of	 an	 English	
village	 parish.	 He	 hoped	 that	 his	 pa-
rishioners	 would	 see	 their	 identity	 as	
Christians	as	being	far	from	personal;	he	
hoped	 they	 would	 follow	 Jesus	 and	 get	
organized	to	serve	the	community.	Their	
parish	became	a	social	and	spiritual	ser-
vice	 institution.	 Many	 of	 these	 efforts	
have	 spun-off	 and	 become	 community-
based	institutions.

And	it	happened.	A	parish	was	born	in	
which	 rich	 and	 poor	 worshipped	 side	 by	
side—almost	unheard	of	then,	and	not	all	
that	common	now.	From	his	little	church	
on	 20th	 Street	 there	 sprang	 New	 York’s	
Easter	Parade,	as	parishioners	took	fl	owers	
to	the	sick	and	shut-in	on	Easter	Sunday.	
He	invented	the	fresh	air	programs	for	city	
children.	A	parish	infi	rmary	later	became	
St.	Luke’s	hospital	(now	St.	Luke’s-Roos-
evelt).	 His	 last	 great	 work	 was	 St.	 John-
land,	 an	 industrial	 community	 designed	
to	give	the	urban	poor	the	opportunity	to	
make	themselves	a	new	life	with	dignity.	
St.	Johnland	still	serves	the	community	as	
a	nursing	and	neuro-rehab	center	in	what	
is	now	King’s	Park,	Long	Island.

In	all	these	efforts	he	used	his	own	money	
and	recruited	his	family	and	many	wealthy	
people	in	the	Northeast	to	pitch	in.	His	vi-
sion	anticipates	that	of	Buffet	and	Gates.

Being	 well-intentioned	 is	 extraordi-
narily	 important,	 and	 it	 is	 to	 be	 spiri-
tually	 based.	 However,	 as	 Bill	 Gates	 is	
reminding	his	peers,	organized	action	is	
what	 serves	 the	 people	 of	 the	 earth	 in	
ways	no	individual	can.	

Nowhere	 in	 the	 Bible	 is	 it	 written	
that	charity	begins	at	home.	The	nine-
teenth-century	idea	of	the	“institutional	
church,”	 was	 the	 attempt	 to	 get	 us	 to	
see	our	church	homes	as	fountains	from	
which	discipled	works	of	 charity	would	
fl	ow	to	those	who	might	or	might	never	
become	fellow	members.	

I	am	grateful	for	what	Gates	and	Buffet	
are	doing,	and	wish	them	every	success	
in	their	recruitment	efforts.	In	doing	so,	
I	 remember	 gratefully	 that	 such	 efforts	
are	 a	part	of	our	 tradition	and	ongoing	
commitment	to	serve	the	world.
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By BiShoP PAUL V. mArShALL

Last	month	we	outlined	the	mission	and	
fi	ndings	of	the	newly	re-formed	Commit-
tee	on	Congregational	Renewal	in	the	Di-
ocese	of	Bethlehem.		This	month	we	will	
address	a	proposed	process	for	moving	into	
congregational	renewal.

I. PRAYER

The	most	important	part	of	turning	risk	
into	opportunity	is	to	create	a	context	of	
prayer.	 	 What	 will	 set	 this	 process	 apart	
from	 typical	 secular,	 management	 style	
will	be	prayerful	listening	to	God	for	direc-
tion.		We	want	to	place	the	seriousness	of	
the	time	and	tasks	ahead	within	the	frame-
work	of	prayer.	We	suggest	that	a	context	
of	prayer	be	established	as	follows:

•	The	preparation	of	a	prayer	that	can	
be	used	at	services	of	worship,	for	private	
prayer,	and	by	prayer	groups.	

•	 A	 day	 of	 guided	 prayer,	 meditation	
and	refl	ection	for	all	clergy.

•	A	diocesan-wide	meeting	to	begin	the	
process	with	prayer	and	invocation	of	the	
Holy	Spirit.

•	Establishment	of	a	prayer	group	in	ev-
ery	 congregation	 to	 pray	 for	 the	 renewal	
and	 transformation	 of	 each	 congregation	
of	the	Diocese.							

II. CONGREGATIONAL DIS-
CERNMENT

We	 suggest	 that	 congregations	 engage	
in	 a	 process	 of	 discernment	 that	 focuses	
on	 their	 strengths,	or	what	 they	do	well,	
rather	 than	 on	 their	 weaknesses.	 When	
the	 starting	 point	 is	 the	 recognition	 of	
the	abundance	of	God’s	gifts	and	talents,	
the	congregation	can	fi	nd	new	and	posi-
tive	 energy	 to	 break	 out	 of	 the	 negative	
cycles	 of	 dependency	 and	 inaction.	 One	
way	to	engage	 in	congregational	discern-

ment	is	through	‘asset	mapping,’	the	pro-
cess	or	reviewing	the	positive	assets	of	the	
congregation.	This	provides	clear	data	and	
relational	opportunities	and	unleashes	the	
creative	 imagination	 to	 what	 can	 be	 by	
asking	three	crucial	questions:

•	Who	are	we?

•	What	has	God	called	us	to	do	or	be?

•	Who	is	my	neighbor?

III. STRATEGIC PLANNING

We	suggest	that	each	congregation	be	in-
volved	in	strategic	planning	which	has	goals,	
objectives,	and	benchmarks.			This	is	a	struc-
tured	process	to	allow	both	data	and	feelings	
to	 surface	 to	 explore	 identity	 and	 purpose,	
and	to	bring	together	the	past	and	a	vision	of	
the	future	to	see	the	options	for	the	present.		

This	 is	group	conversation	 in	which	the	
members	 of	 the	 group	 tell	 their	 stories	 of	
the	history	of	the	congregation	and	their	life	

within	it.		In	this	conversation	they	reveal	
the	values	of	the	community	and	those	mo-
ments	when	God’s	call	to	mission	was	clear	
to	 them.	 	 The	 conversation	 will	 uncover	
what	is	important	and	relevant,	not	only	by	
rehearsing	the	past,	but	beginning	to	evoke	
the	 future,	 inspiring	 them	 to	 hear	 what	
“God	calls	us	to	be	or	to	do.”

There	is	a	need	to	have	a	common	dioc-
esan	strategic	planning	instrument	for	this	
process	that	would	reap	a	common	base-
line	of	information	and	data,	as	well	as	be	
systemic	and	unify	the	diocesan	effort.

IV. PARTNERSHIPS

The	 next	 stage	 is	 to	 identify	 and	 link	
to	 strategic	 partners.	 	 The	 discernment	
process	 will	 have	 identifi	ed	 those	 orga-
nizations	 and	 groups	 within	 the	 wider	
community	which	share	the	same	values	
and	similar	missions.		How	can	a	“strate-

continued on page A3



The Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ

From risk to opportunities: (continued)
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By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGfeLLow

In	 the	 Name	 of	 the	 True	 and	 Living	
God:	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit.		Amen.

If	 we	 had	 the	 pleasure	 today	 of	 sing-
ing	this	 service,	 I	would	have	asked	 for	
Hymn	137,	“O	wondrous	type!	O	vision	
fair,”	sung	to	the	tune	WARHAM.		This	
hymn	 is	 as	 much	 a	 part	 of	 the	 norma-
tive	content	of	The	Feast	of	the	Trans-
figuration	as	“O	come,	all	ye	faithful”	is	
of	Christmas,	as	“Jesus	Christ	is	risen	to-
day”	is	of	Easter,	and	as	“All	glory,	laud,	
and	 honor”	 is	 of	 Palm	 Sunday.	 	 Try	 to	
get	 through	 those	 Feasts	 without	 those	
hymns,	 and	 you	 may	 discover	 a	 corre-
spondent	 or	 two	 you	 didn’t	 know	 you	
had.	 	 They	 proclaim	 and	 underscore	
their	Feasts	 so	 thoroughly	 that	we	 sim-
ply	don’t	try	to	pretend	that	we	can	get	
along	without	them.

And	so	in	“O	wondrous	type!”	we	sing	
in	Stanza	3:

With	shining	face	and	bright	array,
Christ	deigns	to	manifest	today
what	glory	shall	be	theirs	above
who	joy	in	God	with	perfect	love.

And	 the	 mystery	 of	 this	 great	 Feast	
is	revealed.		On	the	dusty	mountaintop	
with	his	slow	and	sometimes	sleepy	dis-
ciples,	Jesus	in	his	full	humanity	and	in	
his	full	divinity	pulls	the	curtain	back	for	
a	 moment,	 letting	 the	 glory	 of	 his	 full	
divinity	 to	 shine	 through	 and	 to	 over-
come	his	full	humanity.		The	glory	that	
is	revealed	is	the	promised	hope	of	those	
who	“joy	in	God	with	perfect	love.”

For	a	moment,	then,	a	brief	moment,	
as	the	disciples	make	their	way	in	their	
understanding	of	him	and	in	his	service,	
they	begin	to	see	and	to	enjoy	the	glo-
ry	 that	 is	 God’s	 and	 the	 glory	 they	 are	
called	to	share.		The	curtain	opens,	and	
Jesus	allows	himself	to	be	seen	and	to	be	
known	at	a	level	deeper	than	before	and	
at	 a	 level	 deep	 enough	 to	 authenticate	

him	and	to	give	them	hope	for	the	jour-
ney	that	lies	ahead.

Without	 too	much	 shame,	 I	 consider	
myself	a	disciple	of	the	Lord	who	wasn’t	
there	on	the	mountain	and	who	wasn’t	
there	to	see	the	miracle	at	the	tomb.		But	
the	 authentication	 of	 Jesus	 that	 I	 have	
known	has	come	at	those	moments	when	
events	 have	 been	 foul	 and	 when	 the	
light	seemed	dim,	and	most	everyone	in	
one	way	or	another	was	asking	the	ques-
tion	“if	not	now,	O	Lord,	when?”		And	as	
a	disciple	I	waited	for	another	moment,	
another	beat,	to	give	God	the	opportu-
nity,	the	opening,	to	act.		And	more	of-
ten	than	not	something	of	that	glory	has	
shone	and	strengthened	me	to	hope	for	
yet	another	revelation	and	another	con-
solation.		Do	not	misunderstand.		Some-
times	 the	 feared	disaster	occurred.	 	But	
never	was	there	any	doubt	about	whose	
glory	 had	 been	 revealed	 and	 in	 whose	
service	we	find	perfect	freedom.

And	faithful	hearts	are	raised	on	high
by	this	great	vision’s	mystery;
for	which	in	joyful	strains	we	raise
the	voice	of	prayer,	the	hymn	of	praise.1	

Amen.
This sermon was preached at Diocesan 

House on August 5th (transferred).

1 [1] Hymn 137, Stanza 4.

gic”	partnership	or	alliance	be	forged	with	
them	 so	 that	 the	 shared	 mission	 can	 be	
achieved?	 	 Strategic	 partnerships	 might	
be	with	other	Episcopal	congregations	 in	
your	area.	For	example,	 this	may	the	op-
portunity	 to	exercise	a	ministry	of	hospi-
tality,	when	your	 facilities	can	be	a	great	
gift	to	the	community	to	house	a	needed	
outreach	program.

V. MUTUAL MINISTRY

The	 Catechism	 in	 the	 Book	 of	 Com-
mon	Prayer	states:

“Q.	 Through	 whom	 does	 the	 Church	
carry	out	its	mission”?

“A.	The	Church	carries	 out	 is	mission	
through	the	ministry	of	all	its	members.”

Mission	requires	leadership,	and	that	lead-
ership	is	both	lay	and	ordained.		Mutual	min-
istry	is	unified	leadership	where	lay	and	cler-
gy	each	supports	and	complements	the	other.		
Mutual	ministry	is	seeing	that	the	well-being	
of	the	whole	community	is	a	common	effort	
of	all	members	of	the	Christian	community,	
and	not	just	the	ordained	clergy.

The	key	to	mutual	ministry	is	to	embrace	
the	 concept	 that	 the	 goal	 is	 sacramental	
leadership,	 nurturing	 both	 the	 outer	 and	
inner	self.	 	 It	 is	 the	realization	that	one’s	
life	is	a	gift	from	God	that	is	shared	with	
the	world.		Mutual	ministry	brings	togeth-
er	the	sacramental	leadership	of	both	laity	
and	clergy	as	one.		

VI. COVENANTING

The	Catechism	concerning	the	Baptis-
mal	Covenant	states:

“Q.	What	is	the	New	Covenant?

	A.	The	New	Covenant	is	the	new	rela-
tionship	with	God	given	by	Jesus	Christ,	
the	Messiah,	to	the	apostles;	and,	through	
them,	to	all	who	believe	in	him.”		

This	process	of	congregational	renew-
al	–	prayer,	discernment,	strategic	plan-
ning,	 partnerships	 and	 mutual	 ministry	
–	are	particularly	 significant	 for	us	now	
as	we	enter	the	twenty-first	century.		In	
this	time	of	change	and	transition,	it	be-
hooves	us	to	look	for	the	ways	that	God	
engages	 us	 in	 renewal	 and	 transforma-
tion	 as	 a	 congregation	 and	 a	 diocese.		

Grounding	 our	 work	 in	 the	 Baptismal	
Covenant	affirms	that	God	 is	always	at	
work	in	our	lives	and	communities.		

This	 process	 of	 assuming	 the	 presence	
and	action	of	God	requires	a	commitment	
by	all	parties	to	be	faithful	partners	in	all	
the	phases.		Just	as	we	renew	our	baptismal	
vows	at	certain,	specified	liturgical	times,	it	
is	strongly	suggested	that	there	be	a	“com-
missioning/covenanting”	 service	 for	 both	
the	leadership	and	the	congregations.

VII. REVIEW & EVALUATION

After	 you	 have	 prayed,	 collected	 the	
data,	had	many	meetings,	listened	to	peo-
ple’s	personal	and	institutional	stories,	en-
tered	into	partnerships	and	renewed	your	
covenant,	it	is	important	to	enter	the	“so	
what?”	 phase	 –	 the	 time	 for	 review	 and	
evaluation.	 	This	 is	 the	process	of	priori-
tization;	lifting	up	implications	for	current	
programs;	suggesting	new	approaches	and	
dropping	 unsuccessful	 ones;	 identifying	
the	 gaps;	 and	 lifting	 up	 potential	 leader-
ship.	This	creates	an	important	document	
for	future	planning,	setting	of	benchmarks,	
and	 the	 regular	 periodic	 evaluation	 of	
progress.	 The	 review	 and	 evaluation	 will	
enable	measurement	of	 the	 long-term	ef-
fectiveness	 of	 congregational	 mission	 by	
asking	questions	such	as:

•	Is	the	program	consistent	with	the	con-
gregational	mission;

•	Is	it	is	consonant	with	the	anticipated	
response	to	internal	and	external	changes;

•	 Has	 it	 created	 an	 advantage,	 or	 just	
maintained	the	status	quo;

•	Has	it	been	feasible	and	not	overtaxed	
available	resources	nor	created	unsolvable	
problems?

The	third	article	in	this	series	on	Con-
gregational	Renewal	will	 address	 the	 im-
plications	 that	 the	 adoption	 of	 this	 pro-
gram	 and	 process	 will	 have	 on	 both	 the	
diocese	and	the	congregations	within	the	
diocese.		It	will	detail	the	specific	steps	that	
we	as	congregations	and	as	a	diocese	need	
to	take	to	move	from	Risk	to	Opportuni-
ties	through	congregational	renewal.

Editor’s note: the final article will appear in 
next month’s edition.

After	updating	our	mission	statement,	
while	the	snow	was	still	on	the	ground,	
ideas	and	resources	came	together	 for	a	
vegetable	garden	on	the	property	of	St.	
Mary’s	 Episcopal	 Church,	 Wind	 Gap,	
with	the	produce	to	be	given	to	those	in	
need.		Pat	and	Paul	Pachuta	tilled,	plant-
ed,	and	currently	tend	the	garden.			The	
first	crop	of	lettuce	and	radishes	went	to	
St.	Mary’s	home	bound	members.	 	Four	
shopping	 bags	 filled	 with	 zucchini,	 let-
tuce	and	 radishes	went	 to	Trinity	Soup	
Kitchen	 in	 Bethlehem.	 Residents	 in	
need	 in	 Wind	 Gap	 are	 beginning	 to	
come	for	vegetables.

Photo and article provided by St. Mary’s, 
Wind Gap.

St. Mary’s veggies

We’re  so sorry...
Apologies	 to	 the	 congregations	 of	 St.	

Andrew’s,	 Allentown	 and	 St.	 Stephen’s,	
Whitehall	 for	 the	 mistaken	 headline	 re-
garding	the	Rev.	T.	Scott	Allen’s	installa-
tion.	 Scott	 has	 been	 installed	 at	 St.	 An-
drew’s,	NOT	St.	Stephen’s.	

A	photo	credit	was	also	missing	from	the	
the	article	about	Trinity,	Bethlehem’s	new	
Memorial	Garden.	The	photo	was	by	Bob	
Romeril.	David	Howell	wrote	to	say:	“The	
firm	 we	 worked	 with	 the	 entire	 project	
from	initial	planning	through	completion	
was	Architerra,	PC	of	Coopersburg,	Penn-
sylvania.	We	all	felt	that	they	did	an	ex-
cellent	job	for	us.”

CONVENTION 
BULLETIN

The	 convention	 this	 year	 will	 be	
held	at	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem,	October	8-9,	2010.

All	parishes	should	have	submitted	
a	 certificate	 of	 election	 listing	 their	
delegates	 and	 alternates	 to	 Canon	
George	Loeffler.	

Delegates,	 both	 lay	 and	 clergy,	 must	
register	online	at	www.diobeth.org	for	the	
convention.	 Registration	 will	 be	 open	
until	September	27.	Any	on-line	registra-
tions	after	September	27	will	be	charged	a	
$20	late	fee.	Registrants	can	cancel	with-
out	penalty	until	October	1st.

The	 staff	 has	 reserved	 a	 block	 of	
rooms	 at	 several	 local	 hotels.	 Please	
register	 directly	 for	 rooms	 with	 the	
hotel	 of	 your	 choice.	 Rooms	 have	
been	reserved	at	the	following	hotels:

Best	Western,	Bethlehem	-	rooms	will	
be	held	until	Sept.	5,	610-954-5000

Comfort	Suites,	Bethlehem	-	rooms	will	
be	held	until	Sept.	10,	610-882-9700

Holiday	Inn	Express,	Bethlehem	-	rooms	
will	be	held	until	Sept.	8,	610-882-2255

Childcare	 is	 available	 for	 children	
ages	12	and	under.	Please	e-mail	Rosie	
Hummel	for	the	child	care	forms.	Forms	
must	be	filled	out	for	each	child.	Com-
pleted	 medical	 release	 forms	 can	 be	
brought	to	convention	with	you.	When	
you	register	your	child/children,	please	
select	the	times	you	need	childcare.	You	
must	let	us	know	one	week	prior	to	con-
vention	if	you	need	childcare.

ALL	 YOUTH	 DELEGATES	 must	
return	 completed	 medical	 release	
forms	 with	 community	 life	 standards	
forms	to	the	Diocese	no	later	than	Oc-
tober	1st.	If	the	forms	are	not	returned	
by	 October	 1st,	 Youth	 delegates	 are	
not	considered	registered.

If	 you	 have	 any	 questions	 please	 call	
Rosie	Hummel	at	610-691-5655	ext.	221.



Milestones in ministry: New Hope celebrates
By chArLie BAreBo

Three	 short	 years	 ago,	 we	 kicked	
off	 the	public	phase	of	 the	New	Hope	
Campaign.	 In	 spite	 of	 a	 recession	 and	
deteriorating	economic	conditions	 the	
Holy	 Spirit	 joined	 us	 to	 develop	 an	
astounding	$4,047,000	 in	pledges.	We	
are	quietly	working	behind	 the	 scenes	
to	continue	fund	raising	to	help	pay	for	
critical	 non-budgeted	 necessities,	 like	
desks	and	chairs	for	the	schools	in	the	
Sudan.	 Two	 individuals	 have	 donated	
funds	to	completely	furnish	two	schools,	
Romogi	and	Liwolo.	Equally	impressive	
is	the	fact	that	78%	of	the	pledge	total	
has	been	received.	We	have	much	to	be	
thankful	for.

In	 Northeastern	 Pennsylvania,	
grants	have	been	issued	to	over	eight	
churches,	helping	to	give	New	Hope	
to	 our	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 in	 dis-
tress	 at	 home.	 The	 creativity	 of	 our	
outreach	 is	 amazing.	 St.	 Margaret’s	
has	 started	 a	 school	 that	 helps	 im-
migrants	 ease	 into	 their	 new	 com-
munities;	 St.	 Anne’s	 has	 a	 program	

mate	 plans	 are	 for	
the	 college	 to	 offer	
training	 in	 three	
areas;	as	a	seminary,	
a	 teacher’s	 college,	
and	 small	 business	
school.	 With	 as-
sistance	 from	 Trin-
ity	 Wall	 Street	
and	 churches	 and	
church	 affiliated	
groups	 in	 England	
and	 Ireland,	 our	
New	 Hope	 College	
is	 a	 diamond	 spar-
kling	 in	 the	 sands	
of	 poverty	 and	 ig-
norance.	

Primary	 and	 sec-
ondary	 schools	 will	
be	 the	 springboard	
of	a	new	generation	
when	 the	 fledgling	
country	 votes	 on	
and	 approves	 inde-
pendence	next	year.	

Pupils in Sodogo school as they wait for their new school. Photo provided by Stephen Tomor.

that	 helps	 prison	 mothers	 connect	
with	their	children;	St.	Barnabas	has	
a	 program	 geared	 to	 helping	 college	
students.	 More	 traditional	 forms	 of	
outreach	 have	 been	 implemented	 at	
Christ	 Church	 Stroudsburg,	 St.	 Ste-
phen’s	 Wilkes	 Barre,	 St.	 Peter’s	 and	
St.	Clement’s	Scranton,	Good	Shep-
herd	Scranton,	and	St.	Andrew’s	Al-
lentown	to	mention	a	few.	Grant	ap-
plications	for	2011	were	due	July	31.	
We	 all	 look	 forward	 to	 hearing	 the	
good	news	of	where	next	year’s	work	
will	be	focused.

In	 Kajo	 Keji	 (pronounced	 Kah-Joe	
Kay-Jee),	our	results	have	been	equal-
ly	impressive.	As	this	is	written	we	are	
completing	the	last	planned	building	
at	 the	 college,	 the	 Kitchen-Dining	
Hall.	 College	 enrollment	 is	 ramp-
ing	up	and	2011	holds	much	promise	
for	 local	 leadership	 development.	 In	
addition	 to	 the	 seminary	 offerings,	
small	 business	 skills	 will	 be	 taught.	
Bishop	Poggo	and	Canon	Leju’s	ulti-

Bishop	Anthony	 reports	 that	 the	gov-
ernment	has	not	built	one	new	school	
in	 the	 county	 since	 the	 peace	 agree-
ment	was	signed.	The	Diocese	of	Beth-
lehem	has	completed	two	schools.	We	
have	 two	 more	 under	 construction,	
nearing	 completion.	 In	 October,	 we	
will	begin	the	process	of	constructing	
our	final	two	schools.	While	the	ini-
tial	learning	curve	was	steep,	we	have	
steadily	 gained	 competency	 and	 effi-
ciency	 throughout	 the	 building	 pro-
gram.	 Our	 partnership	 with	 Stephen	
Tomor,	 Bishop	 Anthony,	 Dan	 Kure-
engineer,	and	the	builder	has	come	to	
be	a	team	performing	at	a	high	level.	
When	 I	 look	 at	 the	 pictures	 of	 the	
children	 in	 our	 schools	 I	 see	 Christ	
smiling	in	heaven.

New	 Hope	 has	 shown	 two	 dioceses	
on	 opposite	 sides	 of	 the	 world	 what	
happens	 when	 we	 distill	 Christ’s	 mes-
sage	 to	 its	 ultimate	 form,	 Christ’s	 two	
great	 commands.	 I	 thank	 Bishop	 Paul	
for	 making	 this	 the	 spiritual	 center	 of	

With or without chairs, we can learn. Photo provided by Stephen Tomor.

Romogi Primary students pray the school prayer. Photo provided by Stephen Tomor.

this	campaign.	His	wisdom	has	changed	
many	lives.	New	Hope	has	also	shown	
us	what	happens	when	we	focus	on	mis-
sion	 and	 ministry	 as	 opposed	 to	 wish-
ful	thinking	and	what	could	have	been.	
Faith	without	works	is,	indeed,	dead.	

While	our	successes	have	been	solid,	
there	is	still	hard	work	to	do.	We	have	
much	to	do	on	both	sides	of	the	globe.	
It	has	been	a	long	haul	during	a	difficult	
time.	Donors	are	beginning	to	 fatigue.	
Needs	at	the	parish	level	make	it	diffi-
cult	to	stay	the	course	we	have	charted	
as	a	diocesan	community.	Roughly	one	
fifth	of	pledges	are	outstanding.	 I	pray	
we	 remain	 steadfast	 in	 our	 individual	
commitments	 made	 to	 Christ	 through	
the	New	Hope	Campaign.	There	is	still	
much	suffering	to	be	relieved,	ministry	
to	 be	 delivered.	 Our	 plans	 are	 based	
on	every	pledge	made	(If	your	circum-
stances	 have	 changed,	 please	 contact	
Charlie	Barebo).	Let	us	bring	this	work	
to	 its	 full	 completion,	 this	ministry	 to	
its	full	potential.	Let	us	continue	to	do	
this	work	in	Christ’s	name.	Alleluia.	
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By Kim rowLeS

Do	you	remember	having	to	answer	
this	question	when	you	were	in	school?

	 	 Most	 of	 the	 time	 my	 answer	 was,	
“We	went	to	the	shore,	I	saw	my	fam-
ily	and	we	swam	in	the	ocean.”			There	
is	 a	 very	 small	 (but	 powerful)	 group	
of	youth	 in	the	diocese	of	Bethlehem	
who	 can	 say	 that	 they	 made	 a	 differ-
ence	 in	 the	 lives	 of	 countless	 people	
this	 summer	 by	 participating	 in	 the	
middle	 school	 mission	 trip.	 	 During	
The	 August	 5	 through	 8,	 six	 young	

tion	 is	 redefined	due	to	 some	circum-
stances	 beyond	 my	 control,	 but	 last	
year	I	very	much	enjoyed	my	week	in	
Punta	Cana	with	 	my	sisters,	parents,	
and	 brother-in-	 law.	 I’m	 not	 saying	
that	 vacations	 aren’t	 fantastic.	 	 I	 am	
saying	 that	 sometimes	we	are	 so	con-
sumed	with	the	notion	of	taking	time	
off	we	forget	that	our	“off”	time	can	be	
a	chance	to	do	“more”	with	our	lives.		

I’d	like	to	pose	a	challenge	for	next	
summer	 (I	 know	 it’s	 a	 long	 way	 off,	
but	this	gives	you	time	to	plan).		Take	
half	of	your	vacation	and	donate	it	to	

shelter.	Reading	Opportunity	House	is	
always	 looking	 for	 a	 few	 good	 volun-
teers.		If	you	only	have	one	week’s	va-
cation	and	it’s	always	spent	doing	the	
same	thing	with	the	same	people,	then	
try	 to	 take	 a	 day	 to	 get	 on	 the	 same	
boat	 as	 the	 teens	 from	 the	diocese	of	
Bethlehem.	 	 Do	 something	 to	 help	
others,	get	your	hands	dirty	and	make	
a	difference	 in	 the	 life	of	one	person;	
you	never	know	how	much	what	you	
do	will	impact	their	lives.		

TO	 THE	 YOUTH	 OF	 DIOBETH:		
Another	 challenge,	 specifically	 for	
you:		come	to	as	many	youth	mission	
events	this	year	as	possible.		We	have	
some	great	programs	planned.	 	They	
are	listed	chronologically:	

•	November	12-14	–	Happening	–	
Kirby	House	(grades	9-12)

•	 January	 21-	 22	 Bishop’s	
Day	 with	 Youth	 –	 New	 York	
City	(grades	6-12)

•	 April	 8-10	 Christophany-	
Pocono	Plateau	(Grades	6-12)

•	 June	 20-28	 Episcopal	
Youth	Event,	EYE,	-	Minneap-
olis	Minnesota	(Grades	9-12)

Mark	your	calendars	now	so	
you	don’t	miss	out	on	amazing	
faith	 filled	 experiences	 where	
you	will	make	new	friends	and	
see	 old	 ones.	 	 YOU	 DON’T	
HAVE	 TO	 BE	 PART	 OF	 A	
YOUTH	 GROUP	 TO	 BE	
PART	 OF	 THE	 DIOCESE’S	

YOUTH	 MISSION!	 	 It	 could	
just	 be	 you	 in	 your	 parish.		
Adults	think	about	the	teens	in	
your	life-	your	nieces,	nephews,	
grandchildren,	 neighbors;	 in-
vite	them	to	these	events.	 	For	
more	information	contact	me	or	
check	www.diobeth.org.		

What did you do on your summer vacation?

Members of the youth help clean out Trinity, Bethlehem’s pantry. Photo by Kim Rowles

people	from	the	Lehigh	Valley	and	be-
yond	donated	their	sweat	and	souls	to	
helping	people	who	were	in	the	“same	
boat”.	

The	 weekend	 started	 at	 noon	 on	
Thursday	when	we	met	at	the	Cathe-
dral.	We	sped	off	 to	 the	dorms	at	Le-
high	 to	 get	 settled	 and	 then	 worked	
for	 the	 afternoon	at	 the	Trinity	Soup	
Kitchen.	 	 Deacon	 Liz	 and	 staff	 were	
surprised	 at	 how	 much	 work	 we	 did	
in	 the	 three	 hours	 we	 were	 there:	 a	
slew	 of	 shelves	 were	 cleaned	 and	 re-
papered,	drawers	were	wiped	down	and	
rugs	were	shampooed.		It	was	phenom-
enal	 the	amount	of	work	 these	youth	
seventh	graders	did.

As	 I	 am	 writing	 this,	 we	 only	 fin-
ished	the	first	day	of	the	trip	and	there	
are	two	more	work	days	ahead	of	us.		I	
can’t	wait	to	see	what	they	do	with	the	
rest	of	 the	time.	 	They	are	excited	to	
be	here	and	are	looking	forward	to	the	
good	they	will	be	doing.		

So	 my	 question	 for	 all	 of	 you	 out	
there	 in	 the	 diocese	 and	 beyond	 is:	
“What	did	you	do	this	summer?”		Did	
you	 go	 on	 a	 retreat,	 or	 to	 a	 camp,	 or	
on	a	family	vacation?		How	did	God	fit	
into	your	plans?		

I	 know	 during	 the	 summer	 parish	
pews		empty	and	I	often	hear	about	ex-
travagant	road	trips	or	vacations	fami-
lies	jet	off	on.	Sometimes	I	am	jealous,	
I’ll	admit.	 	This	year	my	 family	vaca- Youth members clean out the coffee makers in Trinity, Bethlehem’s kitchen. Photo by Kim Rowles

a	cause.	If	you	like	building,	join	a	crew	
from	Habitat	for	Humanity.	If	you	like	
to	knit,	join	a	local	knitting	circle	like	
the	ones	at	the	Knitters’	Edge	in	Beth-
lehem	and	pick	up	some	new	projects	
for	 those	 in	 need.	 If	 you	 are	 good	 at	
cooking,	 donate	 a	 meal	 to	 your	 local	

Kim Rowles is the Youth Missioner for the diocese.
If	you’d	like	to	help	plan	these	events,	

there	 are	 still	 openings	 for	 youth	 on	
council.		Visit	the	youth	page	to	down-
load	 an	 application	 or	 contact	 me	 and	
I	will	 send	you	the	 info	via	which	ever	
means	is	most	accessible.

Relaxing after a long day’s work. Photo by Kim Rowles.
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Speaking of sin
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By cAnon Anne Kitch

The Annual Bishop’s Day for Kids, an 
event for 1st through 5th graders, was held 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Scranton on July 10, 2010. The theme for 
the day was “The Gospel According to Dr. 
Seuss.” See page 8 for some great photos.

Sitting	amongst	a	group	of	children,	
listening	 to	 Bishop	 Paul	 read	 Dr.	 Se-
uss’s	 classic	 tale,	 The Sneetches,	 I	 had	
a	new	revelation	about	sin.	You	might	
think	 that	 sin	 is	 dense	 subject	matter	
for	our	annual	“Bishop’s	Day	for	Kids,”	
but	 it’s	a	good	rule	of	thumb	never	to	
shy	 away	 from	 important	 theological	
concepts	when	working	with	children.	
Like	any	of	us,	children	are	hungry	for	
the	Gospel,	and	a	watered	down	gospel	
is	of	little	help	to	anyone.

In	the	Seuss	story,	there	are	two	kinds	
of	 Sneetches,	 those	 who	 have	 stars	 on	
their	bellies	and	those	who	do	not.	From	
this	 one	 circumstance	 comes	 the	 main	
dilemma:	the	Star-Belly	Sneetches	think	
they	 are	 better	 than	 the	 Plain-Belly	
Sneetches	and	the	Plain-Belly	Sneetches	
seem	 to	 agree.	 Then	 one	 day	 Sylvester	
McMonkey	 McBean	 arrives	 with	 his	
Star-On	 Star-Off	 Machine.	 Now	 any	

one	can	have	a	star,	or	not:	 for	a	price.		
After	 Bishop	 Paul	 fi	nished	 reading,	 we	
began	to	explore	the	themes	of	creation,	
call,	 sin	 and	 grace	 present	 in	 the	 story.	
Through	 song,	 games,	 crafts,	 rap	 and	
story-telling,	the	children	explored	these	
themes	playfully	and	intently.	We	traced	
the	themes	through	our	scriptural	tradi-
tion	hearing	the	story	of	creation,	the	call	
of	Zaccheaus,	the	temptation	of	Christ	in	
the	 desert,	 and	 Christ’s	 teaching	 of	 the	
great	commandment.	

When	it	came	to	our	discussion	of	sin,	
the	 children	 easily	 recognized	 Sylvester	
McMonkey	 McBean	 as	 the	 tempter	 in	
the	story.	But	the	children	saw	something	
else	as	well.	They	acknowledged	that	the		
Sneetches	were	already	deep	into	trouble	
before	 McBean	 and	 his	 adaptable	 ma-
chine	 rolled	 into	 town.	 The	 star	 belly	
Sneetches	proudly	set	 themselves	apart,	
insisting	they	were	better	than	the	plain	
belly	 Sneetches	 and	 excluding	 them.	
The	plain	belly	Sneetches	were	complic-
it,	thinking	little	of	themselves	and	envy-
ing	their	star	bellied	cousins.	As	one	girl	
put	 it,	“None	of	them	were	happy	with	
who	 they	were.”	They	neither	honored	
nor	respected	one	another	or	themselves.

When	 McBean	 arrived,	 he	 played	
on	 these	 weaknesses,	 offering	 to	 add	
or	remove	stars	from	Sneetch	bellies	to	
make	them	into	the	best	Sneetches	on	
the	beaches.	The	children	immediately	
grasped	the	dilemma.	All	the	Sneetch-
es	were	unhappy.	McBean	seized	on	the	

opportunity	 presented.	 Their	 sin	 was	
the	crevice	 into	which	he	wedged	his	
temptation	and	left	them	bereft.

Having	 relieved	 the	 Sneetches	 of	
all	their	money,	McBean	drives	out	of	
town	 leaving	 the	 Sneetches	 confused	
about	their	identities	as	well	as	penni-
less.	He	laughs	as	he	goes	saying,	“You	
can’t	 teach	 a	 Sneetch.”	 If	 this	 story	
didn’t	contain	any	good	news,	it	would	
have	ended	there.	But	 it	doesn’t.	The	
Sneetches	 go	 on	 to	 prove	 McBean	
wrong.	Out	of	their	loss,	they	recognize	
their	brokenness	and	choose	to	become	
loving.	They	decide	that	Sneetches	are	
Sneetches,	“and	no	kind	of	Sneetch	is	
the	best	on	the	beaches.”	This	is	good	
news;	this	is	gospel.

We	are	all	tempted	in	many	ways	every	
day.	But	the	most	dangerous	temptations	
are	those	that	appeal	to	the	places	in	our	
own	 lives	where	we	are	already	vulner-
able,	where	we	are	already	sinning.	The	
evil	one	wastes	no	time	in	exploiting	our	
sinfulness	and	tempting	us	to	even	great-
er	rejections	of	God’s	love.

It’s	so	easy	to	blame	sin	on	the	tempter.	
After	all,	Satan	and	evil	are	very	real.	It	
would	be	foolish	if	we	were	to	deny	or	un-
derestimate	the	power	of	the	Deceiver	in	
our	lives	or	in	the	world.	Recognizing	the	
tempter	and	his	tricks	is	one	thing.	Ac-
knowledging	the	door	we	held	open	that	
allowed	him	access	to	our	lives	is	perhaps	
even	more	important.

What	saved	the	Sneetches	in	the	end	
was	not	their	victory	over	their	tempter.	
After	all,	McBean	got	what	he	came	for.	
He	 took	 them	 for	 all	 they	 were	 worth	
and	 left	 town	 with	 the	 goods.	 What	
saved	the	Sneetches	was	their	ability	to	
take	responsibility	for	the	behaviors	that	
had	 got	 them	 into	 the	 muddle	 in	 the	
fi	rst	 place.	 	 As	 Christians,	 the	 victory	
that	saves	us	 is	 the	one	that	Christ	has	
already	 accomplished.	 We	 begin	 to	 co-
operate	with	that	victory	when	we	stop	
blaming	 the	 tempter,	 start	 to	 take	 per-
sonal	responsibility	for	our	behavior,	and	
acknowledge	our	dependence	on	Christ.	
This	past	July,	it	was	the	children	of	the	
Diocese	of	Bethlehem	who	led	me	to	this	
theological	refl	ection.	One	of	the	joys	of	
doing	ministry	with	children	is	how	our	
own	 faith	 is	 refreshed	 and	 our	 learning	
deepened	by	the	insights	of	the	children	
around	us.

After Share Save Spend® … What now?
By dAn chArney

Nathan	Dungan’s	inspiring	message	about	
developing	the	Share	Save	Spend®	method	
in	our	lives	was	heard	by	an	enthusiastic	au-
dience	of	40	people	in	June	at	St.	Stephen’s,	
Whitehall.		The	group	included	Bishop	Paul,	
families,	singles,	and	parish	“observers”	look-
ing	 for	 new	 personal	 stewardship	 insights.	
The	morning	joint	session	was	followed	by	
lunch,	 with	 the	 group	 dividing	 into	 adults	
and	 youth	 in	 the	 afternoon.	 	 The	 young	
people	 headed	 off	 on	 an	 “investigative”	
session	at	the	Lehigh	Valley	Mall,	and	the	
adults	heard	 additional	 information	 from	

Mr.	Dungan.		There	was	lively	discussion	
and	 group	 reporting	 throughout	 the	 day.		
So	what	now?		Parishes	have	been	offered	
the	opportunity	to	purchase	the	Financial	
Sanity	Kit®,	with	half	the	cost	underwrit-
ten	by	the	Diocesan	Stewardship	Commis-
sion.	 	The	kit	 provides	materials	 and	 re-
sources	to	offer	a	four	session	version	of	the	
seminar	for	individual	parishes.		We	hope	
many	of	you	will	take	advantage	of	what	
can	 be	 a	 fi	nancial	 life-changing	 event.	
Please	contact	Stewardship	Missioner	Dan	
Charney	at	610/837-4613	or	dancharney@
aol.com	for	further	details.

Youth explain what they learned at the mall to Nathan Dungan. Photo by Kat Lehman.

Communication Workshop
St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral
35	South	Franklin	Street
Wilkes-Barre,	PA	18701

Saturday, September 11th from 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Communicating	the	Gospel	is	what	Christians	are	called	to	do;	we	are	called	to
spread	the	Good	News!	Come	learn	about	communication	as	ministry,	electronic
newsletters,	blogs,	print	publications	and	social	networking	in	this	one	day
workshop.

Register	online	at	www.diobeth.org.	Cost	is	$10.00	and	includes	lunch.

Or	call	Kat	Lehman	at	610-691-5655	x235	for	more	information.
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The Bakery and electronic newsletters ––	The	online	Bak-
ery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	di-
ocesan	community,	the	Episcopal	Church	and	the	Anglican	Commu-
nion.	Consider	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethlehem,	
you	know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	There	are	a	wealth	of		
electronic	newsletters	available	on	our	diocesan	web	site,	www.diobeth.
org. Complete	the	bit	of	information	requested	at	the	“Get	Connected”	
box,	column	on	the	right	to	join	either	Bakery	or	any	of	the	other	re-
sources	listed.	Thank	you	for	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.

Sep.	 5:	 Baber	 Day	 Picnic,	 Charles	
Baber	 Garden	 Cemetery,	 Pottsville.	
Music,	 food,	 bake	 sale,	 walking	 tour,	
gift	baskets	and	more.

Sep. 7: Diocesan Life deadline for 
October edition

Sep.	 7:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Trinity,	
Mt.	Pocono	6:00	P.M.

Sep.	 11:	 All	 You	 Can	 Eat	 Breakfast	
and	 Rummage	 Sale,	 St.	 Mary’s,	 Read-
ing	7:00	A.M.	to	Noon.	Cost	is	$5.00	for	
adults	and	$3.00	for	children.	Please	call	
610-374-7914	for	more	information.

Sep.	 11:	 Communication	 Work-
shop,	St.	Stephen’s,	Wilkes-Barre	9:00	
A.M.	 to	 3:00	 P.M.	 Registration	 now	
open	online	at	www.diobeth.org

Sep.	 11:	 Partners	 for	 Sacred	 Places	
Module	IV,	Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Sep.	 12:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Trinity,	 Mt.	
Pocono

Sep.	12:	Bishop	Paul,	Christ,	Indian	
Orchard

Sep.	 15:	 New	 Bethany	 Personnel	
Meeting,	Diocesan	House,	2:30	P.M.

Sep.	16:	Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	
Commission,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-
Barre	12:30	P.M.

Sep.	 17:	 Pre-Trustees	 Meeting,	
Diocesan	House,	noon.

Sep.	18:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Sep. 19: St. Matthew’s Sunday

Sep.	 19:	 Dallas	 Harvest	 Festival,	
Prince	of	Peace,	Dallas	1:00	to	6:00	P.M.

Sep. 20: New Hope Anniversary

Sep.	21:	Archdeacon	Visit,	Trinity,	
Pottsville	6:00	P.M.

Sep.	 22:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 	 St.	
Barnabas,	Kutztown	6:00	P.M.

Sep.	23:	Diocesan	Council	Meeting,	
Grace,	Kingston	6:30	P.M.

Sep.	 24:	 Incorporated	 Trustees,	
Nativity,	10:00	A.M.

Sep.	24-25:	Commission	on	Ministry	
Overnight,	 St.	 Francis	 Center	 for	 Re-
newal,	Bethlehem	starts	at	5:00	P.M.

Sep.	26:	Bishop	Paul,	Trinity,	Pottsville

Sep.	 26:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Luke’s,	
Lebanon

Sep.	 26:	 Chanson	 du	 Soir,	 Trinity	
Concert	Series,	Trinity,	Pottsville	4:00	
P.M.	Classical	guitar	and	soprano.

Sep.	 26-28:	 	 Clergy	 Retreat,	 Jesuit	
Center,	Wernersville	starts	at	3:30	P.M.

Sep.	 28:	 Pre-Convention	 Meeting,	
St.	Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring	7:00	P.M.

Sep.	 30:	 Pre-Convention	 Meeting,	
Epiphany,	Clarks	Summit	7:00	P.M.

Oct.	 1:	 Wine	 and	 Food	 Pairing,	
Trinity,	 Bethlehem	 7:00	 to	 9:00	 P.M.	
Cost	is	$50	per	person;	tickets	must	be	
purchased	 in	advance.	Please	contact	

Karen	 Ernst	 at	 610-216-3997	 for	 more	
information	and	to	purchase	tickets.

Oct.	 2:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	 3:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Barnabas,	
Kutztown

Oct.	 4:	 Standing	 Committee,	 Dioce-
san	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	to	3:30	P.M.

Oct. 5: Diocesan Life deadline for 
November edition

Oct.	 5:	 Pre-Convention	 Meeting,	
Nativity	7:00	P.M.

Oct.	 5:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	7:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativity,	
Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	 8-9:	 Diocesan	 Convention,	 Ca-
thedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity,	 Beth-
lehem.	Registration	now	open	online	at	
www.diobeth.org	

Oct.	 12:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	 16:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	 17:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Thomas,	
Morgantown

Oct.	17:	Bishop	Jack,	Grace,	Allentown

Oct.	19:		Souper	Day	for	New	Bethany	
Ministries,	 Candelight	 Inn,	 Bethlehem	
Township	10:00	A.M.

Oct.	19:	Archdeacon	Visit,	St.	Martin	
in	the	Fields,	Mountain	Top	6:00	P.M.

Oct.	19:	Clergy	Bible	Study	8,	Christ,	
Towanda,	4:00	P.M.

Oct.	21:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2	&	4,	St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	 24:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Luke’s,	
Scranton

Oct.	24:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Martin	in	the	
Fields,	Mountain	Top

Oct.	 26:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	26:	Archdeacon	Visit,	All	Saints,	
Lehighton	6:00	P.M.

Oct.	30:	Daughters	of	the	King	Assembly,	
St.	Luke’s,	Scranton	9:00	A.M.

Oct.	 30:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov. 2: Diocesan Life deadline for 
December edition

Nov.	 2:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	 4:	 Clergy	 Day,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	
Wilkes-Barre	9:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	 6:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov. 7: Daylight Savings Time ends

Nov.	7:	Bishop	Paul,	All	Saints,	Lehighton

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

September	5:		Trinity	Church,	Mt.	Po-
cono:	The	Rev.	Charles	Rice,	Interim.

September	12:	St.	Brigid’s	Church,	Naz-
areth:	 Sally	 Jo	 Reynolds,	 Senior	 War-
den	and	for	the	St.	Matthew’s	Society.

September	19:	St.	Mark’s	Church,	New	
Milford:	James	Yeich,	Senior	Warden.

September	26:	St.	John’s	Church,	Palm-
erton:	The	Rev.	Abraham	Valiath,	Priest-
in-charge

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org

September	 5:	 The	 Episcopal	 Church	
of	 the	 Sudan:	 The	 Most	 Rev.	 Dan-
iel	 Deng	 Bul	 Yak	 Archbishop	 of	 the	
Episcopal	 Church	 of	 the	 Sudan	 and	
Bishop	of	Juba

September	12:	The	Anglican	Church	
of	Tanzania:	The	Most	Rev.	Valentino	
Mokiwa	Archbishop	of	Tanzania	and	
Bishop	of	Dar-es-Salaam

September	19:	The	Anglican	Church	
of	the	Province	of	Uganda:	The	Most	
Rev.	Henry	Luke	Orombi	Archbishop	
of	Uganda	and	Bishop	of	Kampala

September	26:	The	Episcopal	Church	
of	 the	 United	 States:	 The	 Rt.	 Rev.	
Katharine	 Jefferts	 Schori	 Presiding	
Bishop	of	The	Episcopal	Church.

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

September	 5:	 Lire	 Parish	 and	 Lire	
Secondary	 School:	 The	 Rev.	 Taban	
Anjelo,	 the	 Rev.	 Francis	 Loku,	 and	
Staff.

September	 12:	 Lito’ba	 Parish:	 The	
Rev.	John	Liri	Amuja	and	for	the	Re-
vival:	Enoka	Dumo	and	Staff.

September	19:	Logili	Parish:	The	Rev.	
Mary	Basa	amd	for	Mission	and	Evan-
gelism:	The	Rev.	Amule	Emmanuel.

September	 26:	 Longira	 Parish:	 The	
Rev.	 Apolo	 Abile	 and	 for	 KADRA:	
The	Rev.	Fred	Taban.

Nov.	7:	Bishop	Jack,	Trinity,	Carbondale

Nov.	 9:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	10-19:	Howard	Stringfellow	and	
Charlie	 Barebo	 in	 Kajo	 Keji	 for	 New	
Hope.	Please	pray	for	travel	mercies	and	
for	our	companion	Diocese	of	Kajo	Keji.

Nov.	 11:	 Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	
Commission,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-
Barre	12:30	P.M.

Nov.	11:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-
ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	12:	Incorporated	Trustees	Meet-
ing,	Nativity,	Bethlehem	10:00	A.M.

Nov.	12-14:	Happening,	Kirby	House,	
Mountain	 Top.	 Registration	 will	 open	
September	17th	online	at	www.diobeth.
org	 Questions?	 Contact	 Kim	 Rowles,	
610-751-3931

Nov.	13:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	 14:	 L’Orgue	 Mystique,	 Cathedral	
Classics,	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Nativ-
ity,	Bethlehem	4:00	P.M.	Suggested	dona-
tion	$10.00.	Richard	Spotts,	Organist.

Nov.	 17:	 New	 Bethany	 Personnel	
Meeting,	Diocesan	House	2:30	P.M.

Nov.	18:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2	&	4,	St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	 19:	 Incorporated	 Trustees,	
Nativity,	Bethlehem	10:00	A.M.

Nov.	 20:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	21:	Bishop	Paul,	Good	Shepherd	
and	St.	John,	Milford

Nov.	21:	Bishop	Jack,	Christ	Church,	
Forest	City

Nov.	23:	Insurance	Committee	Meeting,	
Diocesan	House,	Bethlehem	11:00	A.M.

Nov.	23:	Clergy	Bible	Study	8,	Christ,	
Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Nov.	 23:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Jo-
seph’s,	Pen	Argyl	6:00	P.M.

Nov.	30:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Spring	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	2:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativity,	
2:00	P.M.

Dec.	 4:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Dec.	 5:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Holy	 Cross,	
Wilkes-Barre

Dec.	 5:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Joseph’s,	 Pen	
Argyl

Dec.	6:	Standing	Committee,	Dioc-
esan	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.	

Dec. 7: Diocesan Life deadline for 
January edition

Dec.	 7:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.



The Gospel according to Dr. Seuss
Great times and good food abounded at 

Bishop’s Day with Kids, held July 10, at 
Good Shepherd, Scranton. Check out the 
following photos from the event. Photos by 
Kat Lehman

Father Daughter canoe trip RE creates participants
By crAiG Sweeney

Craig Sweeney relaxing on the river. Photo by Alice Sweeney.
Just	back	from	our	annual	father/daugh-

ter	canoe	 trip.	 	 It’s	been	going	on	 for	25	
years,	 though	 we	 have	 only	 participated	
in	about	21.	We	canoe	the	North	Fork	of	
the	White	River,	which	is	in	south-central	
Missouri.		It	was	only	a	five	hour	drive	for	
me	back	when	we	lived	in	Kansas	–	now	
it’s	1150	miles	each	way!		Wonderful	time	
on	 a	 beautiful	 river,	 but	 I	 arrived	 home	
simply	exhausted.

I	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 time	 to	 think	 –	 need-
less	to	say	–	on	the	two	day	drive	home.		
What	I	thought	about	a	lot	was	why	we	
feel	 the	 need	 to	 stay	 so	 endlessly	 busy.		
One	 of	 the	 reasons	 we	 dads	 love	 this	
trip	is	that	it	is	basically	a	float	trip;	we	
avoid	 paddling	 like	 the	 plague,	 happy	

to	let	others	go	zipping	by	as	we	“flotilla	
up,”	let	the	lazy	current	take	us	where	it	
will.	We	share	food	and	drink,	jokes	and	
stories,	while	the	girls	jump	in	the	river	
to	float	and	splash.		For	us	working	dads,	
doing	 nothing	 is	 the	 genuine	 luxury	 of	
this	trip.		And	then	there	is	the	campfire	
and	 late	 into	 the	 night	 talking	 among	
other	things	…	precious	time.

Heaven	 it	 was	 also	 for	 three	 of	 our	
former	“little	girls”	who	are	now	young	
mothers.	One	said	to	me,	“God,	it	is	so	
wonderful	 to	 have	 nothing	 to	 do.”	 We	
who	are	parents	can	sympathize	deeply!

The	 word	 we	 are	 looking	 for	 here	 is	
“recreation.”		It	means	to	RE	Create.		It	
means	to	stop	and	rest	and	let	our	bod-

ies	 re-create	 themselves.	 	 It	 means	 to	
let	 our	 minds	 slow	 down	 and	 rest	 and	
recharge.		It	means	giving	ourselves	the	
much	needed	time	to	rest.		For	some	rea-
son,	 we	 Americans	 have	 created	 a	 cul-
ture	that	demands	endlessly	being	busy.		
I	am	convinced	this	is	detrimental	to	our	
health	–	physically	and	spiritually.

Even	100	years	ago,	there	wasn’t	much	
of	 this	busyness.	 	Farmers	 rested	 some	 in	
the	winter	but	city	workers	were	usually	on	
6	days	a	week.		Sunday	was	the	universally	
recognized	day	off,	and	church	was	a	major	
part	of	the	day.		Even	when	I	was	growing	
up	with	two	days	off	per	week	the	norm,	
Sunday	 and	 church	 were	 mandatory.	 	 It	
was	what	you	did	on	Sundays.

We	 may	 not	 do	 much	 physical	 labor	
these	days,	but	I	think	our	minds	are	more	
assaulted	 and	 active	 than	 ever.	 Between	
television	 and	 the	 Internet,	 we	 are	 end-
lessly	barraged	with	 information	–	 things	
to	read	and	absorb.		My	kids	all	have	smart	
phones	with	Internet	connections,	and	it	
stuns	me	to	see	how	much	time	they	spend	
using	them	and	their	laptops.			I	can	bare-
ly	 remember	to	keep	my	cell	phone	(the	
‘dumb’	kind)	with	me.		

Now	 I	 am	 addicted	 to	 the	 Internet,	
Facebook,	e-mails	and	all	of	that.		I	un-
derstand	 the	 appeal.	 	 We	 are	 naturally	
curious	 creatures	 and	 there	 is	 always	
more	to	read	and	think	about.

But	 we	 also	 need	 down	 time	 –	 these	
days	more	 for	our	brains	 than	our	bod-
ies.		And	our	children	need	down	time.		
Twenty	 years	 ago	 when	 my	 girls	 were	
young,	 I	 felt	guilty	 for	keeping	them	so	
busy.	 	Today	 it	 just	appalls	me	that	our	

children	are	even	more	involved!		I	still	
have	 glorious	 memories	 of	 being	 a	 kid	
and	 just	 heading	 off	 on	 my	 bike	 with	
my	buddies	and	finding	some	way	to	en-
tertain	ourselves	–	or	 just	sitting	in	the	
shade	and	talking.		That	was	wonderful;	
exploring,	experiencing,	and	discovering	
things	 about	 the	 world	 and	 about	 our-
selves.	 	 Now	 we	 feel	 obligated	 to	 keep	
our	 children	 busy,	 to	 say	 “yes”	 to	 their	
request	for	every	activity.	 	I	guess	times	
have	changed,	but	 I	 am	not	 convinced	
we	are	doing	our	children	any	favors.

Sundays	are	historically	a	day	for	“re-
creation.”		Church	is	a	precious	chance	
to	 re-create.	 	 When	 we	 gather	 to	 give	
thanks	to	God,	praise	God,	and	receive	
from	God	his	very	essence	in	the	bread	
and	wine,	we	are	taking	part	in	the	pen-
ultimate	 act	 of	 “re-creation.”	 	 Food	 for	
our	brains	as	we	listen	to	scripture,	food	
for	our	bodies	as	we	consume	the	sacra-
ment.	 	 It	 is	 an	hour	 in	 the	presence	of	
God	 and	 if	 we	 let	 it	 happen,	 the	 Holy	
Spirit	will	permeate	us	and	calm	us.		Did	
you	ever	notice	how	everyone	is	smiling	
after	church?		They	are	full	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	–	they	have	been	“re-created!”

If	church	is	a	burden	for	you	on	Sun-
days	because	you	are	too	busy	with	other	
things,	 perhaps	 you	 haven’t	 given	 the	
matter	enough	thought.	 	You	need	that	
precious	hour	with	God	and	community.		
It’s	life-giving	“re-creation.”

See	you	in	Church!

Craig Sweeney is the rector of Church of 
the Epiphany, Clarks Summit. This article 
appeared in their newsletter in June.

Photos clockwise: Thing one and thing two cake; 
Miss Joan clowning around; Craft time fun; 
Duck, duck, GOOSE!; Bishop Paul reads the 
Sneetches; and the whole group.
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