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St. James’, Dundaff hosts Blue Grass Mass services
BY LOU DIVIS

St. James’ Episcopal Church, Dundaff, en-
joyed the music of angels this summer! A va-
riety of musicians offered their talents as St. 
James’ presented a series of Blue Grass Mass 
services as part of the summer program.

People from the local community and 
other distant places gathered to worship 
and sing praises to God with old-time 
gospel and blue grass hymns. A favorite 
was “Amazing Grace”; the folks also sang 
and clapped to “I’ll Fly Away”, “The Old 
Rugged Cross”, “Swing Low Sweet Chari-
ot”, and of course, “Angel Band”. Services 
were offered on the first Saturday of the 
month June-September and approximate-
ly 75 people attended.

The Blue Grass Mass services were 
made possible through a Congregational 
Development grant. The entire offering 
from all of the services was donated to 
Habitat for Humanity. The community is 
very grateful for this grant.

The musicians included:  John and Dave 
and Perry, Cristina Cox, and The Coal 
Town Rounders. Banjos, fiddles, bass, gui-
tar, auto harp, and mandolin blended to-
gether to glorify God in a special, wonderful 
way. Thank you to all who participated by 
singing, playing, praying, and clapping! 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LOU DIVIS

The Coal Town Rounders played at St. James’, Dundaff in September to help raise funds for Habitat for Humanity. 
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BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL

To enjoy each other and grow to-
gether in the Lord

I greet you with joy and affection 
as we gather again for convention. It 
is good to see new faces and to wel-
come back those who have moved 
back into the diocese.

Those of you who are new or who 
are coming to our convention for the 
fi rst time will notice something a bit 
unusual about this gathering. The 
time we spend debating and discuss-
ing resolutions is not particularly 
long. We put our energy into being 
together, in praying together, in eating 
together, and into learning together. 
The gathering is one piece, so there is 
no discount, so to speak, for skipping 
the Eucharist or not having dinner. 

So if you are here for the fi rst time, 
please do not think of this as a two-
day vestry meeting, but rather like 
a small and discrete camp meeting. 
Our goal is to enjoy each other in 
the Lord and to grow together. Every 
group has only so much energy, and 
by long tradition we spend ours in 
this communal way. 

The King James Version of 1611

You will also notice that our scrip-
ture readings at all services are from 
the King James Version of 1611. It is 
the foundation of the modern trans-
lations we use in all our parishes; it 
served our ancestors very well. We 
gratefully remember at this Conven-
tion that “God’s word written” can 
only reach us if someone translates it. 
We remember how the 1611 transla-
tion gave shape to the thinking and 
language of every English-speaking 
person, usually without their know-
ing it. We remember that it was, as all 
memorable English Bible translations 
must be, an effort at Christian unity. 
All of that said, it is also just fi ne to sit 
back and enjoy its language.

Scanning a few headlines of the 
past year

A lot has happened since we last 
met, much of it joyful, some of it 
challenging. Let me just scan the 
headlines of Diocesan Life for you.

We have entered full commu-
nion with the Moravian Church in 
a wonderful service, and have had 
ongoing work sessions together 

with the Moravians and Lutherans. 

We were able to celebrate full 
Communion with Lutherans and 
Moravians in this very room last 
spring at our Chrism Mass, a fi rst for 
the United States. 

In the coming months there will 
be a chance for our three churches 
to get together for a hymn festival. I 
hope you will be there. 

On November 6, we will have 
our fi rst-ever joint Eucharist with 
the Methodists as we move toward 
healing the most unnecessary divi-
sion in Protestantism. It will be here 
in our cathedral at four o’clock. 

This year we have also celebrated 
the consecration of a new St. Peter’s 
church in Tunkhannock, high above 
the waters that have done their struc-
ture so much damage in the past. 

With assistance from New Hope, St. 
Luke’s in Lebanon has opened “My 
Father’s House,” recycling old space 
to serve those who need shelter. 

Just a year ago Trinity, Easton 
opened a new kitchen to assist them 
in serving their community, a reno-
vation done with the support of the 
United Thank Offerings. These are 
your sacrifi cial dollars at work.

Just a month ago there were in 
several places in the diocese care-
fully planned and well-attended in-
terfaith services on the anniversary 
of 9/11. I hope that in some way we 
can continue the rich contacts with 
local Muslim and Jewish groups 
represented in those services.

All the news has not been welcome, 
however. As you know, there have 
been devastating fl oods in our north-
ern tier very recently, and sadly there 
are weather people who say that ma-
jor fl oods may be coming more than 
once a decade in the near future. 

Diocesan House responded to the 
fl ooding in our northern tier be-
fore the waters crested, both with 
immediate help and calls for your 
support. I am grateful for the other 
responses that came from so many 
parishes and individuals through-
out the diocese, but I am, and hope 
you are, particularly grateful for the 
leadership the clergy in the north 
have generally taken in getting aid 
and comfort to those whose lives 

have been seriously disrupted. Perhaps 
the area hardest hit was West Pittston, 
and both Trinity Church and Fr. John 
Major have displayed deep Christian 
compassion to their neighbors in an 
outstanding way. I am also grateful on 
your behalf to the Rev. Maureen Hipple 
and Canon Charles Cesaretti, who are 
coordinating our relief efforts in the 
north, and to Father Daniel Gunn and 
others who brokered a hotel full of fur-
niture for those restarting their homes. 
The names I mentioned are those I re-
call, and I know there are many others.

You have the opportunity further 
to support our relief efforts through 
the collection tomorrow, and also by 
responding to the spontaneous call 
that arose among convention del-
egates to bring gift cards that can 
aid people buying home supplies or 
just having a little time away from 
the sludge and mold. Either act of 
kindness can be done in the future 
too, as this will be a long process.

The threat of annual fl ooding, as I 
said, now exists. Our corporate ef-
fort to be prepared is being led by 
Canon Andrew Gerns. We are go-
ing to have coordinated disaster re-
sponse plans in place and ready to 
go before the end of the year. 

Additionally, I have asked for and 
received a $25,000 grant from New 
Hope to be in place for immediate re-
sponse to traumatic need; that will be 
a front-money fund we can draw from 
at the very moment it is needed and 
then replace as donations arrive. 

Finally, two representatives of the 
diocese are in conversation with Epis-
copal Relief and Development seeking 
funds to aid those whose lives need 
to be rebuilt. The response from New 
York has been positive so far.

A high number of our clergy are ill, 
and I ask you to keep them in your 
prayers. Sometimes both they and 
their spouses are simultaneously ill. 
Please remember especially Cal and 
Pam Adams, Craig and Robin Swee-
ney, Jim Stevenson, Charles Kapps, 
Ralph and Jean Roth, and Judith 
Krieger. There may well be others. 

Similarly, I know I speak for all 
of you in expressing condolences 
to Marlene Hartshorne at the death 
last week of her husband Robert. 
Marlene has given many years and 

Convention address

countless hours to the work of the 
Episcopal Church Women and to 
our partnership with Kajo-Keji.

A fi nal note in the debit column. 
Trinity and St. Philip in Lansford 
chose to close rather than to merge 
with one of the near-by parishes. I 
don’t agree with this choice, but to-
gether with the Standing Committee 
I must accept it, and with the Trust-
ees will see that Trinity’s resources 
continue to work for the mission of 
the church. Bishop Jack did a superb 
job in helping the parish tie up emo-
tional ends in their closing service 
on Labor Day weekend.

The Share Save Spend approach

What can we give our culture in 
times of economic distress? Twice 
now the diocese has had the opportu-
nity to work with the Financial Sanity 
program offered by Nathan Dungan, 
an inspiring speaker and truly good 
human being. I am happy to report 
that the Church of the Mediator made 
his material part of their confi rmation 
instruction. The “Share Save Spend” 
approach he teaches to all genera-
tions gives people practical ways 
both to manage their money and to 
develop realistic values for their fam-
ily. If your rector hasn’t told your ves-
try about this opportunity, you might 
remind him or her that they have the 
book. It is a sign of hope to do offer 
courses like this.

Parish administrators and secretaries

Speaking of reminders to vestries. 
Once again this summer we had a 
luncheon for parish administrators 

Continued on page 8
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BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

Pretensions die hard, but help 
in nailing them sometimes comes 
from unexpected quarters.

One day some years ago I was 
putting things back in my locker in 
a hallway at the Jewish Community 
Center in Scranton. I was dressed in 
my Fifth Avenue finest though with-
out the suit jacket I would don later: 
Palm Beach wool suit from Duffy & 
Quinn on Fifth Avenue (of course), 
rabbat from Wippell’s trimmed with 
an Anglican collar, and a white shirt 
with French cuffs joined by gold cuff 
links: just a humble parish priest 
collecting anecdotes for inclusion 
in his own version of Journal d’un 
curé de campagne. This is the same rig 
worn in my Diocesan Life photograph.

And a seven year-old Jewish boy 
dressed in black and white, as I 
was, and just beginning to sport 
fringes on his tallis and to sprout 
forelocks asked intrepidly, “Are 

you a waiter?”  “No,” I reactively 
thought, “not me.” Then I thought 
my case would be hard to sell this 
little judge when he found out 
about my handling of patens, chal-
ices, and purificators on special 
tables. So, I actually said, “I guess 
in a way.” Smiling, he showed his 
sense of success and ran to rejoin 
his group of friends who unlike 
him had passed me by.

The boy is something of a terror, 
I later learned. The son of a rab-
bi, he asks tough questions of his 
teachers and adult supervisors as 
he did that day of me. And while 
I didn’t like it at first, slowly I be-
gan to see something of the humor 
(from my perspective) of his deter-
mined inquisitiveness.

And the notion of the humor 
itself did not last long. It melted 
and resolved itself rather quickly 
into what I think had happened. 
I and my pretensions had been in 

his scrutiny placed in the balance 
and been found wanting. This was 
tough to take. I can’t just have my 
costume and exalted self-image at 
the same time? Doesn’t the one 
require the other, and are they 
not part of the same thing? What 
about all those Anglican priests in 
former times riding in the car with 
the deceased’s family with a nose 
in the breviary? Were they not 
more self-aware than I was?

The answer of course is No. We 
get to have our cake and to eat 
it, too, in fairy tales, dreams, and 
cartoons but not in real life where 
in ordinary circumstances we are 
accountable to each other on a 
very fundamental level before we 
arrive at the mature though none 
the less divisive specialties of 
denomination, theology, priest-
hood, sacrifice, belief, and a long 
list of other props that serve very 
well as barricades.

And just the other day I (in Angli-
can collar) was on the verge of asking 
someone a question that should’ve 
been asked of someone much closer 
by. I hope to get it one day.

Pretensions indeed die hard, and 
we need the help God sends even 
if it be in the person of a little kid 
doing little kid things.

Pretensions die hard

Come to the mountain
BY BISHOP JACK CRONEBERGER

“Then Moses went up to God; 
the Lord called to him from the 
mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the Israelites, you have seen 
what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. Now, 
therefore, if you obey my voice and 
keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession out of all the 
peoples. Indeed the whole earth 
is mine, but you shall be for me a 
priestly kingdom, and a holy na-
tion.’” (Exodus 19:3-7)

Brothers and sisters, it is time 
for us to go up to the mountain, 
to God, for God is surely calling to 
us. We shall be borne on eagles’ 
wings and brought to God’s pres-
ence and we...we are called to 
obey God’s voice and keep God’s 
covenant, for we are God’s trea-
sured possession. A priestly king-
dom, a holy nation.

O.K., O.K...Then tell me how 
come I frequently don’t feel much 
like a treasured possession or a 
priestly kingdom and certainly 
not a holy nation!

Let’s try this...called to obey 
God’s voice and keep God’s cov-
enant. Obeying God’s voice re-
quires the sharpest of our lis-
tening skills, listening for God’s 
voice in the panoply of creation; 
from the beauty or the devasta-
tion of wind, or water, or fire; 
from the roaring sounds of the 

world around us to the still small 
voices of the world within us.

How is God’s voice being spoken 
to us this day? Can you hear it? Can 
you share it?  Can you do it? What 
if it’s not popular or politic? I call 
upon you this day, at this conven-
tion and Eucharist to come to the 
mountain...to hear the voice of God.

Be careful now, for if you hear 
God’s voice, you will inevitably be 
called to keep God’s covenant. And 
not just the “Do you believe” but 
also the “Will you continue, will 
you persevere? Will you proclaim, 
will you seek and serve Christ in 
all persons, will you strive for jus-
tice and peace among all people?”

Just when I believe I might have a 
handle on all the “Will I’s?” of the 
covenant, the old fears come to visit 
again. Something is not right! Some-
thing is missing! It’s too much! I 
cannot possibly do all the covenant 
asks of me. Forgive me, Lord.

And just then, Jesus steps into my 
screen...this time in the form of a 
“Peanuts” cartoon strip. Lucy is crying 
bitter tears over a decision her mother 
has made. She wails, “You promised 
me a birthday party  and now you say 
I can’t have one! It’s not fair!”

Enter Lucy’s brother, Linus, 
the theologian in the group, who 
calls her aside to offer some ad-
vice. “You’re not using the right 
strategy,” he says. “Why not go 
up to Mom and say to her, ‘I’m 
sorry, dear Mother. I admit I’ve 
been bad, and you were right to 

cancel my party, but from not on, I 
shall try to be good.’”

Lucy thinks about it. She even 
rehearses the little speech to hear 
what it sounds like coming from her. 
Then she thinks about it some more. 
Finally, in the strip’s last panel, Lucy 
cries out, “I’D RATHER DIE!!”

Sometimes I think I’d rather 
die than say “I’m sorry.” Rather 
die than repent. But then dying 
to self is really what repentance 
is all about. Perhaps it is be-
cause I seem to be surrounded by 
death and dying, some expected 
and some very unexpected, but 
within the context of these finite 
lives of ours we need to be pre-
pared. We need to wash our fac-
es in the waters of baptism and 
put on the wedding garments of 
faith and our active response to 
faith. So let’s do whatever dying 
we need to do now, in order that 
we might be ready to live. To live 
with Christ and in Christ, now 
and forever.

 “Then Jesus told his disciples, 
‘If any want to become my follow-
ers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 
For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.’” 
(Matthew 16:24-25).

Editor’s note: Bishop Jack 
preached this sermon for the Dioc-
esan Convention Eucharist on Octo-
ber 8th at Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem.

Episcopal  Journal
Due to budget constraints, 
Diocesan Council has decided to 
terminate our wrap agreement 
with Episcopal Journal. 

What does this mean to you as 
readers? It means that starting 
in February we will no longer 
be  a wrap around the wider 
independent Episcopal Church 
news publication meaning you 
will only receive the local diocesan 
news instead of the national and 
local news.

Please see the advertisement in 
this issue and next month’s on 
how you can subscribe directly to 
Episcopal Journal and bear with us 
as we transition to a new system 
with February’s issue. 

Thank you for your  understanding. 
If you have questions, please call 
Kat at 610-691-5655 x235.
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BY CANON MARIA TJELTVEIT

On All Saints’ Sunday, Novem-
ber 6, Episcopalians and United 
Methodists will conduct a joint 
Eucharist at 4:00 p.m., at the Ca-
thedral Church of the Nativity. 
This celebration of Interim Eucha-
ristic Sharing between our two de-
nominations will include The Rev. 
Peggy A. Johnson, Bishop of the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference 
of the United Methodist Church 
who will preach and The Rt. Rev. 
Paul V. Marshall, Bishop of the Di-
ocese of Bethlehem who will cel-
ebrate. Bishop Johnson, who has 
a special ministry with the deaf, 
will con-celebrate and sign the 
Eucharistic Prayer. A joint choir of 
Episcopal and United Methodist 
choirs from the Lehigh Valley will 
sing. All are invited.

Interim Eucharistic Sharing is 
a period leading up to a vote for 
Full Communion, during which 
time our two denominations have 
a chance to get to know one an-
other through liturgy and cooper-
ation between congregations, as 
well as addressing issues where 
our two Churches may have dif-
fering teachings or practices. Two 
documents, available as links 
from the Ecumenical and Inter-

faith Commission’s page on the 
diocesan web site, can help pro-
mote dialogue and understand-
ing during this period: Make Us 
One in Christ (which includes an 
eight week joint study that may 
be done with an Episcopal and 
United Methodist congregation, 
and guidelines for planning a 
joint Eucharist) and A Theological 
Foundation for Full Communion 
Between the Episcopal Church 
and the United Methodist Church 
which addresses what we com-
monly affirm and where we dis-
agree with suggestions for ways 
forward in dialogue.

Bishop Johnson oversees the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, 
as well as the Peninsula/Delaware 
Conference, which together make 
up The Philadelphia Area, with 
nearly 1,000 congregations and 
250,000 members. The Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference includes 
the counties in the southern part of 
our diocese. The United Methodists 
in the northern part of our diocese 
(including Wilkes-Barre and Scran-
ton) are part of the Susquehanna 
Conference. We hope to have a 
joint Eucharist with Bishop Jane A. 
Middleton, in the northern part of 
our diocese in the future.

Joint Episcopal and United Methodist Eucharist

Concert benefits H.A.N.D.S. program
BY DAVID MARTIN

A Capella quartet “Breakout” 
performed Sunday September 18, 
at  St. Peter’s Church, Tunkhan-
nock to a crowd of 140 people. 
The concert benefited H.A.N.D.S. 
of Wyoming County.

H.A.N.D.S. (Helping Area Needs 
for Diverse Early Child Care Ser-
vices) of Wyoming County is a non-
profit organization whose mission 
is to improve the quality and avail-
ability of early care and education 
in Wyoming County. H.A.N.D.S. 
implements planning strategies that 
allow growth and development of 
quality early child care and access 

to education services. 

“Breakout” is a quartet with mem-
bers from both New York and Penn-
sylvania. Formed in 2007, their first 
on-stage performance occurred at the 
Barbershop Harmony Society Seneca 
Land District Competition in October 
of that year, where they won the first 
place trophy. In 2010 the quartet rep-
resented the  Seneca Land District at 
the international quartet competition 
held in Philadelphia.

The Endless Mountains Barber-
shop Chorus of Wyoming County 
also presented a  selection of songs.

David Martin is a member of St. Pe-
ter’s, Tunkhannock.

144 years of Altar Guild service 
at St. Paul’s, Montrose

PHOTO BY DAVID MARTIN

Wes Spencer presents $400 in donations to Annette Smith, Executive Director of  the Wyo-
ming County Family Resource Center. Also shown Terry Wertman, and Martha White.

PHOTO BY RANDY WEBSTER

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Montrose, honored three women on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25 for one-hundred-forty-four years of combined dedicated service in 
the Altar Guild.  Pictured from left to right are Alice Wood (for 47 years of ser-
vice), Father Paul Walker, Rector of St. Paul’s, Eleanor McKeage (for 67 years 
of service), and Esther Welden (for 30 years of service).  A reception followed 
the service in their honor.
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Renewal Assembly III
BY CANON CHARLES CESARETTI

“Our past is a treasure trove of re-
sources that we can use to build our 
future,” write Robert and Kim Voyle of 
the Clergy Leadership Institute.  “We 
don’t want to explain yesterday’s 
world.  What we want to do is articu-
late tomorrow’s possibilities based on 
the best of our past…. We can mine 
our history to discover the blessings 
and use them to inform our future….”

“Finding Your Voice” is the theme 
of the third Renewal Assembly, 
which will be held on Satur-
day, November 12.  It will be 
a time when participants will 
be engaged in using the power 
of recollection to identify the 
blessings of their past to em-
power their voice to give shape 
and articulate the future.

The day will begin with a 
special video with Bishop 
Paul interviewing two guests.  
This will be followed by small 
group discussions and a time 
for corporate and personal 
prayer.  The schedule will run 
from 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM, and 
will include a light luncheon.

The Assembly will be hosted 
at eight sites: Christ Church, 

Towanda; St. Mark’s, New Milford; St. 
Luke’s, Scranton; Holy Cross, Wilkes-
Barre; St. John’s, Palmerton; Trinity 
Church, Easton; St. Andrew’s, Allen-
town; and, St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring.

Registration is open on www.
diobeth.org. Click on “Register 
for Diocesan Events” on the right 
column of the home page. Regis-
tration closes on October 31. All 
registrants will be assigned to the 
most appropriate host site.

BY RAYMOND HARBORT

Fresh Start™ is a training pro-
gram for clergy, vestries and lay 
leaders of the Episcopal Church, 
which seeks to promote healthy 
relationships between clergy and 
congregations and to equip them 
for effective ministry. A collabora-
tive effort of the Episcopal Church, 
the Episcopal Church Founda-
tion and the CREDO Institute, it 
is in use in over fifty dioceses of 
the Episcopal Church and Cana-
da. Founded in the early 1990’s, it 
originally focused on helping cler-
gy and congregations navigate the 
end and beginning of a pastoral 
relationship. Today, Fresh Start™ 
offers training in a wide range of 
topics touching ministry and con-
gregational life including deci-
sion making, dealing with conflict, 
leading change, and planning. The 
program is organized and con-
ducted by trained facilitators. The 
Rev. Raymond Harbort and the 
Rev. Canon Jane Teter will serve as 
our diocesan facilitators.

A group of clergy who are recent-
ly ordained, new to the diocese, 
or new to their parish will gather 
for mutual support and training at 
Diocesan House on November 17, 
from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM.  Fur-
ther meetings will take place at St. 
Peter’s, Hazelton on December 8, 
April 19, and May 10.  Lunch will 
be provided.  In addition, Fresh 
Start™ will be introduced to all the 
clergy of the diocese at Clergy Day 
on March 15, 2012.  

As we begin the work of Fresh 
Start™ in our diocese, the words of 
St. Paul come to mind: “We are to 
grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ, from whom 
the whole body,…when each part 
is working properly, makes bodi-
ly growth and builds up  itself in 
love.” (Eph. 4:15f)

For further information on the 
Fresh Start™ program go to www.
episcopalfreshstart.org.

The Rev. Raymond Harbort is a 
member of the Commission on Minis-
try and is currently retired.

Diocese offers Fresh Start™



BY CANON ANNE KITCH

When my family sits down to 
dinner, we typically use one of 
two graces. It all depends on who 
sets the table. When they were 
three or four, our daughters each 
composed her own grace. These 
short, simple, lively prayers have 
become part of our family ritual. 
At each meal, we use the prayer of 
whichever daughter set the table. 
These prayers have become so 
much a part of our life together, 
that I don’t recall what graces my 
husband and I generally used be-
fore we had children. Even as our 
daughters become teens and are 
much more sophisticated in many 
ways, their childhood graces still 
resonate around our table.

Family rituals bring stability 
and identity to a household. Faith 
rituals celebrated in the home 
help form a child’s understand-
ing of God. Parents are a primary 
source of children’s knowledge of, 
and about, God and the power of 
Christ’s love. There is a popular 
saying among Christian educators 
that faith is caught, not taught. 
Parenting has a powerful influ-
ence on a child’s Christian forma-
tion.   As the Rev. Sylvia Swee-
ney writes in Raising Children of 
Faith; A Parent’s Guide, “when 
children see individuals whose 
lives express joy, hope, courage, 
purposefulness, compassion and 
serenity, and those attributes are 
consciously articulated as gifts 
from a personal God,” then they 
begin to grasp the truth of the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.

Thus, one of the most important 
tasks for parents is to be mind-
ful of their own spiritual lives. As 
a parent, I grasp this knowledge 
with relief: what liberation to un-
derstand that I am responsible for 
my own faith journey and that my 
children each have their own rela-
tionship with God and their own 
faith life. Raising children in the 
faith is a balance between provid-
ing formation and education in 
the tenets of the Christian faith, 
and allowing room for children to 
make their own way. Jesus calls us 
each by name, and each of us, re-
gardless of age, can follow.

When asked, most parent groups 
I have worked with will say they 
want their children to grow up to 
be responsible, caring adults.  It 
turns out the best way parents can 
nurture independence and a strong 
sense of self in their children is by 
being self-differentiated. That is, a 
parent needs a good sense of the 
boundary between her life and the 
life of her child. Parents need to 
live their own lives, and encourage 
their children to do the same.

So, if we wish to raise our chil-
dren in the faith, our best prac-
tice is to live into our own faith as 
deeply and richly as possible.

Whether we are nurturing our 
own faith life, or that of our children, 
we can drink from the same well.

• Know the Christian story. 
Whether through Bible stories 
read to children at bedtime, or 
an adult study offered at the 
parish, deepening our under-

standing of scripture strength-
ens our relationship with God.  

• Gather with other Chris-
tians. It is difficult to be a 
Christian in isolation. Belong-
ing to a community of believ-
ers allows us to add our gifts to 
the wealth of the community 
and to receive the gifts of oth-
ers. Christian friendships offer 
us a particular sacred space in 
which to share our faith story 
and spiritual struggles with 
another. It is also good to learn 
from friends of other faiths 
and see the richness of human 
experiences of the divine.

• Share in corporate wor-
ship. It can be easy to forget 
who we are and whose we 
are—God’s beloved. When we 
worship God, we place our-
selves with intention in the 
Divine presence and remem-
ber that God is holy. In cor-
porate worship, we physically 
take our place in the Body of 
Christ, and unite ourselves to 
others to offer God reverence 
and honor, hear God’s Word, 
and be fed by the sacraments.

• Pray without ceasing. Prayer 
is how we respond to God. We 
do this “by thought and by 
deeds, with our without words,” 
(BCP p. 856). Many opportuni-
ties throughout the day present 
themselves for prayer: grace 
at meals, thanksgiving for the 
world in which we live, morn-
ing praise and bedtime prayers, 
intercessions for those in need.

• Serve others.

The faith life of parents is not 
static. We continue to be formed, 
informed and reformed by the 
world around us—and by our chil-
dren. We can make choices about 
what forms us. Certainly, much of 
life and what we experience is be-
yond our control. But we can ex-
ercise discipline about the choices 
we make and how we process life 
events. We can educate ourselves 
about our faith and tradition. We 
can enliven our lives with prayer 
and worship. We can choose rela-
tionships that feed our souls. And 
as faith formation is a life-long 
process, for us and for children 
we nurture, each moment offers 
a time to engage in our spiritual 
lives anew.

Editor’s note: This is part two of 
a three part series on Christian par-
enting. Look for part three in next 
month’s issue.
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Raising children in the faith

Youth presence in the diocese
BY ELLYN SIFTAR

On Sunday, October 2nd, seven 
youth and three adults met at Trin-
ity, Mt. Pocono, to talk about how 
they can be of service to the youth-
at-large across the diocese. These 
young folks were like extended fam-
ily at the holidays: sharing stories of 
their mutual past, conversing about 
what they have done since they last 
met, eating, and playing. 

Our time together began with 
a beautiful and refreshing open-
ing prayer prepared by one of the 
youth. The business of planning an 
entire year’s worth of youth events 
was taken care of effectively, with 
enthusiasm, and with everyone 
contributing fully! Bowling follow-
ing the meeting was my most mem-
orable experience to date, thanks to 
Megan, who schooled me. 

Less than one week later, three of 
those same youth came to Diocesan 
Convention at Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity as youth delegates. We 
spent Friday from 11:00 A.M. until 
9:00 P.M. together watching, listening 
and learning about the governance of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem.  
It was an eye-opening experience as 
we sat in on hearings for the resolu-
tions. Two of us went to the hearing 
on poverty and homelessness, two 
to the budget hearing and two to dis-
cuss the resolution for building rela-
tionships with Muslims. In our “down 
time” we ate chocolate and had a 
chance to share what we had heard, 
what surprised us and what we will 
learn more about in the coming year. 
I was than impressed with their level 
of engagement and interest in what 
was happening. They are finding their 
voices and I will be watching them in 

the next few years as they continue 
on to college and begin to make an 
impact in the world around them.

I’d like to say “THANK YOU” to 
Kim Rowles who spent the last two 
years building strong leadership and 
continuing to minister to our teens. 
Thank you Kim! And thank you Di-
ocesan Youth Council members and 
Convention Delegates. You have 
reason to be proud and I anticipate 
great things from you all!

I will be calling two parishes in 
the north, two in the central and 
two in the south to sit on Diocesan 
Youth Council for a period of one 
to three years. It is important every 
parish in the diocese have an op-
portunity to voice hopes, concerns 
and desires for the future of dioc-
esan youth events. And, in spite 
of the reduction in the budget for 

next year, have faith that we will 
have what we need to go forth into 
the world to spread good news, re-
lieve the suffering of those in need, 
and spend time renewing our spir-
its. Thanks be to God-Alleluia!
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November

Nov. 1: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

Nov. 1: Deacon Ordination, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
7:00 P.M.

Nov. 3: Clergy Day with John Brown, 
Good Shepherd, Scranton 8:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

Nov. 4: Finance Committee, Dioc-
esan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Nov. 5: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M.

Nov. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Mark’s and 
St. John’s, Jim Thorpe

Nov. 6: Methodist and Episcopal 
Service, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 
P.M. Reception to follow.

Nov. 10: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem

Nov. 10: Interfaith Meeting with Lu-
therans and Moravians, Diocesan 
House 11:00 A.M. 

Nov. 11-13: Happening #20, Kirby 
House, Mountain Top. Registration 
will open online in September. Con-
tact Ellyn Siftar at esiftar@diobeth.
org for more details. Registration in 
now open for Happening #20.  Reg-
ister at diobeth.org.

Nov. 11: Incorporated Trustees, Na-
tivity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.

Nov. 12: Renewal Assembly III, eight 
locations in the diocese, 9:00 A.M. 
to 1:30 P.M. Registration opens on-
line September 12th.

Nov. 12: Creative Hymn Playing 
Master Class, Trinity, Bethlehem 
9:00 A.M. to noon. Open to all in-
terested people, the Lehigh Valley 
Chapter American Guild of Organ-
ists and Trinity Episcopal Church 
are proud to present Dr. Callahan as 
he demonstrates a “Creative Hymn 
Playing Masterclass” on Saturday, 
November 12. Charles Callahan is 
one of America’s leading organist-
composers. A native of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, he is a graduate of 
the Curtis Institute of Music and 
the Catholic University of America. 
He has collaborated with many of 
this country’s leading conductors 
as both composer and organist and 
has worked with noted stage and 
screen personalities in both theatre 
and the concert hall.

Nov. 12: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M.

Nov. 12: Dedicatory Recital, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 3:00 P.M. featuring Dr. 
Charles Callahan.

Nov. 13: Bishop Jack, St. Luke’s, Lebanon

Nov. 14: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Nov. 15: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-

ban’s Sinking Spring

Nov. 15: Archdeacon’s Visit, Sts. James’s 
and George, Jermyn 6:00 P.M.

Nov. 17: Fresh Start, Nativity, Beth-
lehem 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Nov. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

Nov. 19: Annual Christmas Spirit Ba-
zaar, St. Luke’s, Lebanon 9:00 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. Visit with Santa, sample the 
goods at Wiley’s Cafe for soup, sand-
wiches and other goodies or visit Polly’s 
Pantry, Grace’s Jewelry, Church Ladies 
Homemade Gifts,  and the Tasty Bake 
Shop. Books and CDs for sale as well as 
an Exquisite Silent Auction. 

Nov. 19: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M.

Nov. 20: Bishop Paul, St. James’ and 
St. George’s, Jermyn

Nov. 20: Bishop Jack, Christ, Forest City

Nov. 20: Peace Commission Meeting 
by conference call.

Nov. 20: Trinity Concert Series, 
Trinity Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Features 
Harp Principles! With Janet Witman 
and Mindy Cutcher

Nov. 20: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Donation of $10.00 with reception 
following the concert. Divas and Du-
ets featuring Naoka Cauller, soprano 
and Kelly Lyn Schmidt mezzo sopra-
no performing.

Nov. 22: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow

Nov. 26: Advent Quiet Day, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Led by Dr. Jane Gaeta and spon-
sored by the Daughters of the King 
St. Constance and her Compan-
ions Chapter. Everyone is welcome, 
please register at the church and 
registration is $5.00.

Nov. 28: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

Nov. 29: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 3:00 P.M.

Nov. 29: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 6:00 P.M.

December

Dec. 2: Christmas Gala, Grace 
Church, Kingston 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 
P.M. Performances by Wyoming 
Seminary Madrigal Singers, Sup-
plee Strings, and Shawn Klush sing-
ing Elvis’ favorite Christmas songs. 
Silent auction and fantastic door 
prizes too. $50.00 per person in ad-
vance, $60.00 at the door. Reserva-
tions requested by November 20th. 
Please call the church office to re-
serve tickets. 570-287-8440.

Dec. 3: Yuletide Revels with Bells and 
Motley, Trinity, Bethlehem 5:00 P.M. 
Boar’s Head Procession with Yuletide 

reception to follow concert.

Dec. 3: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M.

Dec. 4: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Bethlehem

Dec. 4: Bishop Jack, St. Peter’s, Hazleton

Dec. 4: Trinity Concert Series, Trin-
ity Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Features Ad-
vent lessons and carols

Dec. 5: Standing Committee, Dioc-
esan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Dec. 6: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s Sinking Spring

Dec. 8: Fresh Start, St. Peter’s, Ha-
zleton 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Dec. 8: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem

Dec. 10: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M.

Dec. 11: Bishop Paul, St. Margaret’s, 
Emmaus

Dec. 11: Bishop Jack, St. Barnabas’, 
Kutztown

Dec. 11: Artist in Residence, Aram 
Basmadjian, in concert, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 3:00 P.M. with seasonal 
organ music.

Dec. 12: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Dec. 13: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

Dec. 13: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. 
George’s, Hellertown 6:00 P.M.

Dec. 14: Baltimore Consort presents 
“Wassail, Wassail” featuring Yuletide 
and Dance Tunes, Trinity, Bethlehem 
7:00 P.M. Music from the British Isles, 
Germany, France and Appalachia.

Dec. 15: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

Dec. 17: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
10:00 A.M. (SNOW DAY MAKE UP if 
necessary).

Dec. 18: Bishop Paul, St. George’s, 
Hellertown

Dec. 18: Peace Commission Meeting 
by conference call.

Dec. 18: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Donation of $10.00 with reception 
following the concert. Handel’s “Mes-
siah” with Russell Jackson, organist.

Dec. 20: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ 
Towanda 5:00 P.M.

Dec. 20: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. 
Mary’s, Reading 6:00 P.M.

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve

Dec. 24: Bishop Paul, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Dec. 24: Bishop Jack, Christ, Reading

Dec. 25: Christmas

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

November 6: St. Alban’s, 
Sinking Spring: The Rev. Karl 
L. Kern, Rector and The Rev. 
Charles L. Beem, Associate 
Priest

Social Ministries Committee

November 13: Christ, Strouds-
burg: The Rev. Doug Moyer 
called to be Rector

Standing Committee

November 20: World Mission 
Committee

Please pray also for Bishop 
Jack Croneberger, Assistant 
Bishop of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem

November 27: Calvary, 
Tamaqua: The Rev. Robert 
K. Gildersleeve, Supply

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org

November 6: Ughelli, Nige-
ria: The Rt. Rev. Vincent O 
Muoghereh

November 13: Uyo, Nigeria: 
The Rt. Rev. Isaac Orama

November 20: Virginia: The 
Rt. Rev. Shannon Sherwood 
Johnston; The Rt. Rev. David 
Colin Jones, Suffragan Bishop 
of Virginia; and The Rt. Rev. 
William Mitchie Klusmeyer, 
Bishop of West Virginia

November 27: Wellington, 
New Zealand: The Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Thomas John Brown

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

November 6: Andasire: The 
Rev. Cosmas Lodiong; The 
Rev. Nora Pita and The Rev. 
Michael Aboi and for the MES 
Department: Duesuk Alex 
and Moro James

November 13: Motongo: The 
Rev. Mary Kajoggo

November 20: Sera-Jale: The 
Rev. John Loboka and Deacon 
Emmanuel Diliga

November 27: Lito’ba: The 
Rev. John Liri Amuja and Dea-
con James Sekwat
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and parish secretaries. We do this 
each year primarily so that these 
workers, who do so much to keep 
each parish running and so of-
ten represent it to the community, 
know that they are valued. Some 
few, however, couldn’t attend the 
lunch because they could not get 
support to be there. I think that 
planning for this no-cost event for 
2012 would be a simple way to let 
these essential co-workers know 
that they are valued—and to give 
them that message “on the clock.”

Our Renewal Assemblies

The best part of the year for me has 
been working on and attending our 
Renewal Assemblies, which began at 
this convention last year. Watching 
the enthusiasm with which lay people 
in particular got together to be with 
other Christians and to discuss their 
faith was a great encouragement. I 
am grateful to all who made those 
events possible. We will have time to-
morrow for some small-group discus-
sion to get ourselves in gear for the 
November assembly.

Tightening our diocesan budget

As we deal with economic realities, 
we have again tightened the budget, 
and are trying to do so without drop-
ping our level of service to parishes. 
Even on the volunteer level, we are 
doubling up. The Finance Commit-
tee, for instance, also functions as the 
Personnel Committee, with a few ad-
ditions. Similarly, I must express my 
gratitude to the Archdeacon for tak-
ing on the ordination process and 
the deployment system in addition 
to his many obligations. Also, our 
new youth missioner, Ellyn Siftar, is 
simultaneously missioner for youth 
and young adult ministries. Canon 
Charles Cesaretti is serving as in-
terim Congregational Development 
missioner until we have resources 
to make a permanent appointment. 
Both Ellyn and Charles bring us shots 
of creativity and energy that have al-
ready borne fruit.

Bishop’s Day with Kids … and the 
Beatles

In Ellyn’s note to me reminding 
me to announce the change in her 
responsibilities, she added: “Don’t 
forget to say something about the 
Beatles.” That something is that we 
are making a shift. Next summer, the 
Bishop’s Day with Kids will be held in 
two locations and it will be a day for 
children and their families—and for 
anybody else who enjoys being with 
children. There will be a theme from 
a Beatles song you all know and love, 
but I am going to let you wait for it. 
Will it be Yellow Submarine? Magical 
Mystery Tour? Stay tuned.

Parishes trying something new

Speaking of fun, last year we ad-
opted a resolution that each parish 

try something new, whether big 
or small, to support the spiritual 
formation of its members and the 
surrounding communities. Canon 
Kitch and the Commission on Life-
long Christian Formation received 
reports of 65 new things that were 
tried in our parishes. They ranged 
from new ways to study, to after-
school events, to new organiza-
tions, pilgrimages, and experience 
in directly feeding the hungry. 
Thank you to the commission for 
prompting us in this direction and 
thank you to all the people who 
responded creatively.

Our youth’s commitment to New 
Hope

In a time when very large institu-
tions may or may not be keeping 
their promises and commitments, 
it is refreshing and inspiring to see 
that the Youth of our diocese have 
kept their pledge to the New Hope 
campaign, and in fact paid it a year 
early. They raised a bit over their 
commitment of $7,000, and have 
designated it to provide desks and 
chairs in one of the schools we have 
built in Sudan. While you will hear 
more about New Hope tonight, I 
want to emphasize the character 
that our young people have dis-
played in keeping promises in a time 
when not just the economy, but en-
thusiasm is contracting.

Contracting of the economy and 
our enthusiasm

And that is where I want to spend 
the remainder of this address. Every-
body has a personal theory on what 
has gone wrong in this country and in 
the global economy, and as we enter 
an election year that discussion will 
only intensify. As a culture we seem 
to find relief is redistributing blame, as 
though that settled anything. I have 
another concern.

My job means that I meet and talk 
with people daily, mostly but not en-
tirely in the church. I also get to watch 
how parishes and vestries, and a least 
two educational institutions behave.

I have concern about the extent 
to which some people seem to feel 
overall discouragement, a lack of 
energy or enthusiasm for even free 
gifts, a disinclination to joy. Even 
more troubling, I regularly see fear. 
Fear of being an unemployable el-
derly person living and dying in 
poverty. Fear of having nothing left 
to pass on to descendants. Fear of 
letting go when it is time for oth-
ers to be in charge. Fear that one’s 
life has been or may be ruined, or 
far worse, that one’s life has been 
meaningless. That kind of fear leads 
to moral and personal paralysis 
or unattractive behavior. If it is all 
meaningless, we might feel why 
bother, why behave?

Our church ignores those fears at 
our peril. Our pastoral duty to our 
members and to those whom our 
message reaches is to acknowledge 
that some people are feeling very 
bad right now, and that many if not 
most people feel uncertainty and 
may have low expectations for life. 
One of the most important things 
preachers and all those who bear 
Christ into the world can do is lis-
ten to the distress around them, and 
give a clear signal that it has been 
heard. This is especially hard to do 
when fearful people act out, indi-
vidually or corporately, but it is es-
sential that we try.

Making a difference in  time of fear

We also have something to say to 
each other as Christians believers that 
makes a difference in a time of fear.

On Sunday we shall again hear 
that very familiar portion of Phi-
lippians where St. Paul simply tells 
them to stop worrying and start 
praying and then reminds his hear-
ers of two things. The first is that he 
knows how to be rich and how to be 
poor; he knows how to be full and 
how to be empty. Like the Christians 
in Southern Sudan, he knows how 
to be the same person regardless of 
his circumstances. Like most peo-
ple, I will go to my grave believing 
that rich or poor, it is good to have 
money. But St. Paul’s more impor-
tant belief is that each of us is much 
more flexible than we might think, 
and that happiness is not and can-
not be a function of income. Hap-
piness is a function of personal in-
tegrity. Again, there is nothing at all 
wrong with aiming for success, but 
our present circumstances do us the 
favor of reminding us that the goals 
of our life need to be a little more 
substantial than relative wealth.

Personal Integrity: not since John 
Lennon and Princess Diana can I re-
member a death bringing forth as 
much reaction as we have seen to 
the passing of Steve Jobs. There was 
a man who has seen failure and suc-
cess. How many of his speeches do 
not say that the important thing in 
life is to do something that you love, 
something that gives meaning, some-
thing that expresses your integrity?

My favorite is from his 2005 
Commencement Address at Stan-
ford: “Remembering that I’ll be 
dead soon is the most important 
tool I’ve ever encountered to help 
me make the big choices in life. 
Because almost everything -- all 
external expectations, all pride, all 
fear of embarrassment or failure -- 
these things just fall away in the 
face of death, leaving only what is 
truly important. Remembering that 
you are going to die is the best way 
I know to avoid the trap of think-
ing you have something to lose. 

You are already naked. There is no 
reason not to follow your heart.” 

There is no reason not to follow 
your heart. I believe that is when 
the joy comes. Joy comes when in-
dividuals follow their hearts rather 
than dimly remembered parental 
voices about what they should have 
achieved. Joy comes when church-
es follow their mission rather than 
their fears. Joy comes when we 
make sure to live each day.

These thoughts are not bromides 
in my opinion. Steve Jobs lived for 
some years under a death sentence, 
and spoke from that reality. St. Paul 
wrote some of his most inspirational 
lines about attitude from the grim 
reality of a damp and dark dungeon. 
You know, the lines in Philippians 4 
about staying focused on whatever 
is good, honorable, and so on. We 
will hear them on Sunday. His ad-
vice to the Philippians is also advice 
to individuals and churches in our 
time who may feel fear, discourage-
ment, crippling ennui, or the temp-
tation to become a curmudgeon.

I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me

The apostle’s punch line is what 
I would want you to take home. If 
you remember anything from this 
convention, anything at all, remem-
ber that St. Paul ended his words 
of encouragement to very anxious 
people with this: “I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.” 

It makes a difference when we 
are working at a task to know that 
somebody will appreciate our work, 
that somebody values our efforts, 
that somebody knows that the hard 
parts are really hard. It makes a dif-
ference to be able to recall some-
body’s face smiling as we take our 
first steps or play our first piano re-
cital, or get ready for our first heart 
surgery. It makes all the difference 
as we think about our approach-
ing death that there is someone 
who has passed from death to life 
and waits for us on the other side of 
death to welcome us, someone who 
encourages us every step of life’s 
way. That Someone is Jesus Christ, 
in whom we live and shall live.

My message to the convention 
this year is quite simple: 

(1) These are demanding times 
and we must continue to care for 
each other in every way we can, pa-
tiently, letting our gentleness show. 

(2) The times also give us the op-
portunity to clarify or perhaps dis-
cover our deepest values and then be 
sure those values are what we pursue. 

(3) The times give us the ultimate 
gift of reminding us that we can do 
all things, all things, through Christ 
who strengthens us.


