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easter joy comes to haiti. house of 
Bishops concludes spring retreat, 
release draft report on same-gender 
relationships. united thank offering 
hopes to build on legacy of thankful 
giving; study group reorganizes for 
2010-2012 triennium. our Lady 

of alaska icon conveys tlingit 
culture’s hospitality. South Carolina 
episcopalians continue to debate 
their diocese’s role in the wider 
church. a roundup story of reactions 
to the full consent earned by 
Diocese of Los angeles Bishop-elect 
Mary Glasspool and a preview of 
the May 15 consecration. haitian 
synod hears bishop’s call to “Stand 
up and walk,” Church pension 
Group and CreDo to offer wellness 
and respite program. General 
theological Seminary suspends 
dean search, faces fi nancial crunch 

Smiles abound for Bethlehem

photo By Stephen toMorStudents at Sodogo Primary School rejoice over gifts received from the twelve days of Christmas project 

The Man in the Mitre or Bishop Paul invites children to 
join him for Bishop’s Day for Kids

“Have no fear, little ones,”
Said the man in the mitre
“I’ve good news to tell you
that will make your hearts lighter.
The gospels are special, so spe-

cial you see,
that they teach us to live better 

than what’s on TV!”
“In the fantastical summer of 

Dr. Seuss,
you’re invited to wonder just what 

is the use
of my Bishop’s crook.
Can it hold the Good Book?
Is the mitre a hat,
that you wear when at bat?

Where can you learn what’s up 
and what’s down?

And what’s going on in Jesus’ town?”
“Come to Bishop’s Day on the 

Tenth of July!
We’ll plays games and tell stories 

and you can ask why
we do all the things in the church 

that we do.
We’ll wonder about what’s what 

and who’s who.
So come along, bring your sto-

ries, bring your fun, bring a guest!
(Ask Canon Kitch and she’ll tell 

you the rest.)

The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss
for children in grades 1 through 5
Saturday, July 10, 2010
9:30 to 2:30
the Church of the Good Shepherd
1780 north washington avenue
Scranton, pa 18509
parents invited! a special parent’s forum 

with Bishop paul will be offered. register 
online at Diocesan events www.diobeth.
org. registration will open May 10.

for more information, contact anne 
Kitch, Canon for formation in the Chris-
tian faith akitch@diobeth.org or 610-
691-5655, ext. 237

Sponsored by the Commission for 
Lifelong Christian formation.
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Did you know that a Bishop of Beth-
lehem infl uenced the shape of the 
Olympic Games as we know them? 
Strange, but true. The person was 
Bishop Ethelbert Talbot (1848-1927).

Talbot had been a missionary bishop 
to Native Americans for a decade be-
fore coming here. He wrote books on 
mission and the theology of the church 
– and one about his dog’s adventures 
traveling North Carolina and meeting 
Teddy Roosevelt. He was also the last 
Presiding Bishop as that offi ce was 
originally conceived.

We join his story in England, howev-
er. The Lambeth Conference of bishops 
meets every ten years, and their 1908 
London meeting was followed by the 
Olympics, for which many of the 246 
bishops attending stayed on.

We will never know why, but the 
Brits did not display the United States 
or Swedish fl ags at the stadium prior to 
the games. The Swedes packed up to 
go home, but did fi nally compete. The 
U.S. team stayed, but in the opening 
ceremony ignored the custom of dip-
ping the national fl ag to the head of 
state of the host country. The Ameri-
can carrying Old Glory made it clear 
that this was not an oversight.

Like everybody else on the planet, 
the British are capable of remembering 

a slight. In those days all judges at the 
games were provided by the host country. 
When a British runner lost the 400-me-
ter race to the U.S., a complaint of in-
terference was lodged, and the judges 
ruled according to U.K. rules, discount-
ing U.S. practices. They ordered that the 
race be re-run by the four main contend-
ers, but the three American fi nalists sat 
it out in protest and the British runner 
won the only gold medal for a 400-me-
ter stroll in Olympic history. There were 
many complaints about British rulings in 
general – at least in part because rules 
varied around the globe.

The games ended with Britain tak-
ing 146 medals, followed by the U.S. 
with 47, and Sweden third with 25. 
Nobody else was close, and people did 
not leave feeling good.

Notable results of the story so far 
were that, after 1908, fl ags were no 
longer dipped, judges were to be rep-
resentative of the nations attending, 
and the concept of international rules 
began to get serious attention.

At stake, however, was something 
larger, the very spirit of the games. 
Everybody had a case that could be 
made about judges, rules, and rulings, 
and feelings were running high. Enter 
Bishop Talbot. 

Wiser heads in the English church had 
seen the need to transcend the bitter-
ness. A post-game service was held at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, to which the athletes 
– and the offi cials –were particularly in-

vited. An American, Bishop Talbot, was 
invited to serve as the preacher.

“We have just been contemplating 
the great Olympic Games.” Bishop 
Talbot said in his sermon. “What does 
it mean? It means that young men of 
robust physical life have come from 
all parts of the world. It does mean, I 
think, as someone has said, that this 
era of internationalism as seen in the 
Stadium has an element of danger. Of 
course, it is very true, as he says, that 
each athlete strives not only for the 
sake of sport, but for the sake of his 
country. Thus a new rivalry is invent-
ed. If England be beaten on the river, 
or America outdistanced on the rac-
ing path, or that America has lost the 
strength which she once possessed. 
Well, what of it? The only safety after 
all lies in the lesson of the real Olym-
pia – that the Games themselves are 
better than the race and the prize. St. 
Paul tells us how insignifi cant is the 
prize. Our prize is not corruptible, but 
incorruptible, and though only one 
may wear the laurel wreath, all may 
share the equal joy of the contest. All 
encouragement, therefore, be given to 
the exhilarating – I might also say soul-
saving – interest that comes in active 
and fair and clean athletic sports.”

A few days later, Pierre Coubertin, the 
“father of the modern Olympics” summa-
rized Talbot’s thoughts, and the modern 
ideal of the Olympics was born: the joy is 
in the race, in the taking part. Other con-
cerns, real and important as they are, must 

take a back seat to the higher purpose of 
the games, which are only warfare in the 
minds of the social sciences.

I think Bishop Talbot reminds us of an 
important truth about the Church’s role 
in diffi cult times. Talbot did not try to 
adjudicate the technicalities of a series 
of disputes. He most emphatically did 
call people to fi nd the highest common 
denominator when it would have been 
easy to squabble or hold a grudge. In do-
ing so, he had an infl uence that contin-
ues to the present moment.

The word “Christian” is co-opted 
for all kinds of things these days, from 
militias to pickets at funerals. Bishop 
Talbot reminds us that our mission is 
the reconciliation of all people to God 
and to each other. Let’s hope we can 
say it runs in our family.

Bishop of Bethlehem 
shaped the Olympics

A religious experience?
By Canon BiLL LeweLLiS, eDitor eMerituS

You’re kidding. A religious experience?

Not kidding. It may have happened in 
church or elsewhere.

It happens from within. In-sight. Not 
from external manipulation. You may not 
perceive what you’ve experienced as re-
ligious. Nothing outside of you changed. 
Your reality is the same. Somewhere in 
time, however, eternity opened, a signifi -
cantly different outlook on life or rela-
tionships or responsibility, even religion.

It may have been a sudden inner appro-
priation of something you already knew in 
some way but whose energy and intensity 
had not until the moment shouted out from 
within, “Aha!” and became entwined with 
everything that identifi es you as you.

Having had an insight experience – re-
ligious or not – you can never be as you 
were before. You may contradict it by how 
you live – that’s essentially what sin is, in-
authenticity – but you can’t ignore it. You 
have taken a step out of hiding into the 
light. The next step is conversion.

You may think of it simply as experiencing 
greater integrity. Transformation, however, 
ought not be reduced to “simply.” Our expe-
riences of integrity are part of the process of 
God’s self-communication. That’s how I see 
it. You may not. That’s OK. Makes no differ-
ence. What makes a difference is that, in the 
process, you have become a more authentic 
you. You may have experienced that many 
times. The path to integrity or authenticity is life-
long. Many conversions, many transformations.

We church people often use words that 
conceal rather than reveal reality. Revela-

tion, for example. We put God in a box 
and let God out only when our precon-
ceptions are not threatened.

We may limit revelation, for example, 
to truths handed down, to facts rather 
than acts, rather than opening the con-
cept to insights that bring us out of hiding.

During the mid-1980s, a Jesuit professor 
at Holy Cross College (Worcester, MA) sug-
gested that revelation might more fi ttingly 
be seen as “our coming out of hiding into the 
light created by the holy mystery of God.”

“God’s self-communication,” William 
Reiser wrote in Drawn to the Divine, “con-
tinues to take place … in the desires of the 
human heart, in the questioning and won-
dering of the human mind, in our thirst for 
true freedom, in the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus, in the experience of having 
been loved and forgiven, in the conviction 
that we have been personally called to know 
and follow Jesus, in countless circumstances 

of daily life, and 
in the deep-down 
sense that we are 
meant to carry 
the divine pres-
ence within us.”

So with re-
ligious experi-
ence or what-
ever you might 
prefer to call it.

If you have had such an experience, you 
may be wrestling with God. When you 
wrestle with God about what you have 
been resisting, one of two things eventu-
ally happens. Winning isn’t one. You walk 
away from the relationship or you wrestle 
until you lose. When God wins, you have 
reason to celebrate.

When you allow God to fi nd you and 
bring you out of hiding, you are on the 
verge of a religious experience.
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The vestry meeting: Beyond majority and
dynamics to functioning up

Looking for family financial sanity?
By Dan Charney, StewarDShip MiSSioner

A discussion followed a snapshot 
of Nathan Dungan’s Seminar, Share 
Save Spend®, I presented at one of 
the clergy bible studies.  One clergy 
member said she received a call from 
her daughter, in college at the time, 
and the first words were “ ‘thank you, 
thank you’, over and over again.”  
The mother said, “Well that’s won-
derful to hear, but what is it that you 
are so thankful for?”  “Oh,” said her 
daughter, “I’m so thankful that you 
and dad taught me how to manage 
money.  I have classmates who are in 
debt up to thousands of dollars, and 
they don’t know how they can pay 
them off.”

Two years ago I attended a Stew-
ardship Conference in Toronto. One 
of the sessions was Financial Sanity®, 

presented by Nathan Dungan.  He 
had me on the edge of my seat, tak-
ing notes furiously, saying to myself, 
“We’ve got to get this guy to the Di-
ocese of Bethlehem. There’s no way 
we can present this material to our 
youth the way he does it!”

I have been working on my finan-
cial stewardship for many years and 
have attended many stewardship 
conferences, but I heard things from 
Nathan that affected me in a differ-
ent way.  I know our family strug-
gled with money issues from time to 
time.  I only wish I had heard Na-
than’s ideas on the value of money, 
and the differences between needs 
and wants.  Had we had Nathan’s 
training, I believe it would have been 
much easier for us as a family to deal 
with issues of money in a sane manner.

Nathan Dungan has led this minis-
try of helping youth understand the 
issues of dealing with money for 14 
years. He has done it beautifully. He 
demonstrates how families can com-
municate money issues in a mean-
ingful and calm way.  He explains 
the pitfalls of spend, spend,  spend, 
and how advertisements bombard 
minds and cause people to spend 
without thinking.  At the same time, 
he shows how sharing money can be 
a joyful thing, and what saving can 
do for one in the future.  Share Save 
Spend® is a balanced financial way of 

managing money that can be learned 
by both child and parent. 

This seminar offers value for the 
whole family.  By learning that all 
we have is gift from God, and using 
all according to God’s principles for 
God’s purposes, we can make a dif-
ference in our world. Families who 
participate in the seminar will have 
a better sense of the value of money 
and a clear vision of the difference 
between needs and wants.  (Parents 
and grandparents will also have the 
opportunity to learn about money 
management and explore their own 
spending habits.)

What better gift can you give your 
family this year than helping them 
link their money decisions to their 
values in their journey toward fi-
nancial freedom?  One day, you too 
may receive a call from your son or 
daughter saying, “thank you, thank 
you, thank you … for teaching me 
how to manage money.”

Register online at www.diobeth.
org by choosing Diocesan Event Reg-
istration, then click on Share Save 
Spend®.  Registration closes June 1 or 
when 200 people register. Don’t miss 
out on this meaningful seminar for you 
and your family’s financial sanity.

[Dan Charney is the Stewardship Missioner for 
the Diocese of Bethlehem]

Share Save 
Spend®

How You and 
Your 

Children Can 
Recover from 

Money
June 12, 2010

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
3900 Mechanicsville Road

Whitehall, PA 18052
-and-

The Lehigh Valley Mall
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By arChDeaCon howarD StrinGfeLLow

“Although you have not seen him, 
you love him; and even though you do 
not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and 
joy, for you are receiving the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9).

Every Eastertide, I seek this passage 
out though the lectionaries put it for-
ward during the season.  It seems to 
describe our circumstances perfectly: 
we do not see the resurrected and as-
cended Lord except in the Sacrament 
and in peoples’ lives transformed by 
his Spirit, yet we love him and are joy-
ous, and we receive and look forward 
to the salvation of our souls.

That is quite a lot, more than enough 
to see the dots of life most every day 
and to connect them to the resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  The Epistle is addressed 
to people in provinces of Asia Minor 
(1:1), and the head note in a Bible I 
have suggests it may have been writ-
ten in Rome for the people in those 
comparatively remote places.

Again, I think the Epistle describes 
our circumstances exactly: we do not 
see the Lord; we were not there when 
they crucified him or when he ap-
peared to the disciples afterwards.  But 
we know him, and we love him.  As 
we receive the consequence, the re-

sult, of our faith, we follow his guiding 
through his Spirit.  The distances, in 
time and space, I mention are bridged 
by fidelity to the Lord and by living the 
abundant life he came to give us and 
to open to us.  All of this remains true 
any day of the year on any day of any of 
the seasons of the Church Year.

And so all of it was true when I at-
tended a meeting several months ago.  
The theological and experiential con-
text I’ve tried briefly to set is true of 
any of the many meetings I attend.  
But this context contrasts sharply with 
what happened, what went down, we 
might say, at this particular meeting.

Three members of the clergy attend-
ed, and five members of the laity were 
present also.  And as often is the case 
(but often is not understood to be the 
case), the clergy had a specific role, a 
role not to take the decision or to de-
termine the outcome of the meeting.  
Our role was to provide the context as 
described as an elaboration of the vers-
es from 1 Peter and to try to encour-
age the people to see their decision 
as part of the way forward for all the 
people concerned, a way forward that 
bridges the distance in time and space 
between all of us and the Lord, a way 
forward that we all can see as a step to-
ward salvation, the abundant life that 

Jesus died and rose to bestow upon us.

The role of laity was no less specific; 
they were to take the decision, and by 
that decision they were to take that 
step toward salvation and abundant 
life.  The decision (I believe) that was 
in the air, hovering about the heads of 
us all that would take that step, was 
a decision that three of the five were 
prepared to make.  Two of the five 
were not prepared to make that deci-
sion, and they found pleasant and af-
fective reasons not to make it.  And 
those two, the minority, held the emo-
tional valence in their hands.  To be 
fair, the majority, the three prepared to 
take the decision and to move forward, 
had given them that valence.  And 
there the matter stood for the meeting.  
Nothing could be done, and nothing 
was done.  We left the meeting accom-
plishing very little (I thought) except 
participating in an exercise that was 
to me an example of what life is like 
when we let the distance between Asia 
Minor and Rome, between our direct 
experience and our spiritual experi-
ence of the Lord, and the empty tomb 
and the recognition of the Lord in the 
breaking of the bread prevent us from 
taking a step toward our salvation.

Well-meaning and sincere people 
may disagree about the issues present 

at this meeting (or any meeting).  But 
what Christians, I think, should agree 
upon is that the resurrection of Jesus 
improves the quality and increases the 
possibilities in our lives.  We are “de-
livered from the gloom of sin, and are 
restored to grace and holiness of life,” 
as we heard proclaimed at the Easter 
Vigil (Prayer Book, page 287).

A crusty and flinty Scottish head-
master used to admonish with a pithy 
proverb me and all of my fellow ur-
chins in elementary school: “You can 
lead a horse to water, but you cannot 
make him drink.”  This may very well 
be true of dumb animals, but let it not 
be true of us, the resurrected and as-
cended humanity of God.



Cathedral kicks off capital campaign
By rayMonD arCario, Senior warDen

On April 11, 2010, Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem, officially be-
gan the public phase of their “Carrying 
the Vision Forward” capital campaign.  
The kick-off event launched into ac-
tion a plan that had been discussed for 
years. Over two years ago, members of 
the Cathedral participated in a strategic 
planning process to help identify a sound 
missional strategy and mark a path for-
ward for mission and ministry.  There 
were many opportunities identified but 
three in particular became critical as they 
have capital needs associated with them: 
Restoration/repair work and update of 
the facilities; creation of an endowment 
specifically for the upkeep of the heav-
ily used facilities; and improvement in 
technology focused on communications 
in the Cathedral and Sayre Hall.

The kick-off event marked a day re-
flecting the spirit and commitment of 
the congregation and the hard work 
of the Vestry, Steering Committee and 
Property Committee.  For the event, 
Sayre Hall was transformed into a play-
ful “construction site” complete with 
scaffolding, tools, ladders and enough 
hard hats to transform many into poten-
tial construction workers in their Sun-
day best.  There was an area for nursery 
age children to play and explore as well 
as games for the youth (and young at 
heart).  A lovely brunch was offered with 
foods that evoked thoughts of “break-
time” on a construction site.  The focus 
of the event was a clear invitation to 
take part in carrying the vision forward.

Senior Warden and Steering Commit-
tee Co-Chair, Raymond Arcario, offered 
thanks for the path laid by generations 
before in prayerful support as caretakers 
of the gifts provided.  The mission and 
ministry of the parish are what make this 
the “beacon on the hill”.   Raymond read 

a letter from Bishop Paul to the members 
of the Cathedral parish.  Bishop Paul’s 
letter reminds us of what we know; that 
our space and spaces, aesthetically beau-
tiful and enjoyed, are the vehicles for 
God’s kingdom to be lived by a faithful 
people in a particular context.  

“The Church, of course, is us, Christ’s 
people built into a house of living stones.  
At the same time that living Church 
uses buildings, art and technology to do 
its work of worship and witness in the 
world.  The most ancient term for church 
buildings is “house for the church.”  For 

150 years, the Church of the Nativ-
ity, now the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, has witnessed God’s love and 
presence on Bethlehem’s south side.  Its 
physical presence says to all who walk 
or drive by, that God’s people gather in 
their midst, that God’s people are here 
to serve.  These buildings have also been 
house for a church that engages in re-
markable ministries to its own family 
and to those in the larger community.”

“The care and artistry that went 
into the design and building of Nativ-
ity were expressions of our ancestor’s 

adoration toward God.  It is our turn 
now to join in their praise and prayer 
as we ready Nativity’s plant for its fu-
ture service as an expression of worship 
and a sign to all who see it that God is 
with us,” wrote Bishop Paul.

The Dean, The Very Rev. Anthony 
Pompa, in his sermon for the day and in 
remarks at the celebration, invited the 
congregation to imagine what their lives 
and the lives of those living on the south 
side of Bethlehem for the past 150 years 
would be like if not for the vision of the 
Kingdom that led to the birth of Nativ-
ity.  Building on the Gospel text of the 
day and the story of the disciples “locked 
in a room in fear,” he urged the congre-
gation in joining in a disciple’s discern-
ment to consider “who we are”, “what 
we have” and in unlocking the doors to 
go do it - Carry the Vision Forward. 

The Cathedral Church of the Na-
tivity has an active membership of 
approximately 600 baptized people.  
The Cathedral’s space is witness to the 
ministries of sheltering and feeding the 
homeless, educating and socializing 
children each day in after school pro-
grams, hosting diocesan events and or-
dinations, worship and education pro-
grams for the parish, fellowship for all, 
etc.  The Cathedral provides space and 
partnership for nearly 100 groups from 
throughout the Bethlehem community.

The capital needs that have been identi-
fied to be addressed are estimated to cost 
$4,075,000.  In the silent phase of the cam-
paign leading up to the kick-off event, pledg-
es and gifts totaling just over $1,600,000 
have been received.

  If you would like to learn more about 
this campaign please contact Raymond 
Arcario, Steering Committee Co-Chair at 
610-282-9509 or rarcario@hotmail.com.  
You are invited to visit the Cathedral web 
site at www.nativitycathedral.org.

Members of the congregation, steering committee and vestry hold up the final goal for the campaign.

Children and youth have fun during the construction worker clothing race in Sayre Hall.

photoS By Kat LehMan
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Members of Cathedral Church of the Nativity listen as Senior Warden, Raymond Arcario, explains the campaign goals amid the “construction zone” props in Sayre Hall.

Schuylkill County Youth Group holds lock-in at Trinity, Pottsville
By BarB toKarz

The Schuylkill County Youth 
Group, comprised of youth and leaders 
from Holy Apostles, St. Clair; Calvary, 
Tamaqua; and Trinity, Pottsville, held 
a successful lock-in on March 6.  Six-
teen youth ranging in age from eleven 
to eighteen attended the event held at 
Trinity, Pottsville.

The goal was to help youth focus on 
worship and service to others while en-
joying fun and fellowship.  Youth mem-
bers arrived at 5:00 p.m. and shared 
a dinner during which they renewed 
friendships and acquainted themselves 
with new friends.  Following dinner, 
participants engaged in team building 
activities.  A focal point of the evening 
was using the newly painted labyrinth 
for worship and reflection.  Nancy Rine-
hart led the youth, youth leaders, and 
Father Jim Rinehart, rector of Trinity, in 
worship using the labyrinth. Afterwards, 
the youth explored activities at work sta-
tions focused on service to others. 

The youth finished the evening with 
a movie, a talent show, and lots of 
snacks.  After Evening Prayer, every-
one retired to bed at 1:30 a.m.  They 
awakened early on Sunday morning 
and enjoyed a breakfast and planning 
session before attending worship at 
Trinity.  All of the youth and leaders 
agreed that it was a successful event 
and are looking forward to another 
lock-in in the future.

Youth and leaders walk the labyrinth and make joyful noises unto the Lord photo By nanCy rinehart 
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Cyber Safety 101: Bullying
By KiM rowLeS, youth MiSSioner

In the past year, I have heard about 
suicides and suicide attempts by youth 
and children as young as eight. The 
recent death of Massachusetts sopho-
more, Phoebe Prince, after nine youth 
bullied her for more than a year, is one 
example. Her death is one of the worst 
case scenarios of what can happen if 
“kids being kids” goes unchecked by 
parents, school administrators, teach-
ers and other adults. 

So what can you do to protect your 
children from online bullying? 

Here are some tips from Pew Re-
search, the FBI and cyberbullying 
watch group- Teenangels. 

Think about the Internet as the 
“neighborhood.” When most adults were 
children,  they went outside and played 
with their friends in the neighborhood 
until it became too dark to see. The 
same is true of children today, though, 
no one goes home when the streetlights 
go on. The Internet is on 24/7, especially 
if children are allowed to keep their cell 
phone or their computer in their room 
behind closed doors. 

The same rules apply online that ap-
ply to playing on the neighborhood play-
ground. Share these with your children:

1. Don’t talk to strangers – especially 
about sex. Tell parents if a stranger ap-
proaches you online. Report suspicious 
behavior to your Internet Service Pro-
vider. Ignore the stranger.

2. Don’t go into “bad” areas, such 
as chat rooms or social networking sites 
where content is suspect. If your child 
ends up on a site they didn’t intend to 
go to, tell them to exit out of the screen, 
close pop-up windows, or shut down the 
computer all together. 

3. Be skeptical. Don’t believe every-
thing you read or everything someone 
tells you online. If someone seems too 
good to be true, they probably are. Al-
ways make sure you know to whom you 
are talking. Don’t share passwords or 
personal information. Don’t try to “find” 
people online. 

More ways to keep your kids safe online:

- Keep the computer in a shared pub-
lic space like your living room or office. 

- Have known passwords, keep track 
of your child’s passwords and make sure 
they are safe. The best passwords are a 
combination of upper case letters, low-
er case letters, numbers and characters 
which are not names or dates that can 
be easily guessed or figured out. Pass-

words should also be ten characters long 
or as long as the program will allow up 
to ten characters. Phone numbers are 
ten characters long and studies have 
shown that most people can remember 
ten character passwords with no trouble.

- Talk to your children about their 
online friends. You wouldn’t let them 
spend the night at someone’s house 
without knowing who they are. Ask 
their friends’ real names, first and last; 
ask how your child knows them, where 
they met them. Try to keep your chil-
dren from meeting people online.

- Share profiles. If your child is on Face-
book, you too should be on Facebook; you 
should be their friend on Facebook. Other 
social networking sites include Twitter, 
My Space, and Formspring. 

- Remind your children that the In-
ternet never turns off and there is no 
delete button. A good guide for putting 
up information on the Internet is that 
unless you would put it on a billboard 
that your grandmother would see every-
day, you shouldn’t put it online. 

I know many news stories are posted 
about predator dangers online, and 
predators are out there. However, the 
truth is that most danger online comes 
from people your children already know: 

their friends or classmates from school. 
With the world at their fingertips, it is 
easy to forget that on the other side of 
the screen is a person. Children feel in-
vincible behind a computer screen and 
with the invincibility and anonymity of 
the Internet they can get into trouble. 

If you would like to learn more about 
Internet safety, please contact me. I can be 
reached via email, krowles@diobeth.org. 
Many programs nationwide help keep our 
children safe. I am particularly partial to 
a peer-to-peer mentoring program called 
Cyberangels. For more information about 
the program, please visit their web site at 
www.cyberangels.org. I am willing to help 
parishes work to develop Internet safety 
classes in their neighborhood.

Are you a cyberbully? Take this quiz
Are you a cyberbully?

Often, people who are victims are 
also bullies. Before you feel too bad for 
yourself, take the quiz below to find if 
you, too, are part of the cyberbullying 
problem. Rate yourself on the follow-
ing point scale. Give yourself 0 points 
if you’ve never done it; one point if 
you have done it one or two times; two 
points if you have done it three to five 
times; three points if you have done it 
more than five times.

Have you ever...
___ Signed on with someone 

else’s screen name to gather infor-
mation?

___ Sent an e-mail or online 
greeting card from someone’s ac-
count? 

___ Impersonated someone over 
IM or online?

___ Teased or frightened some-
one over IM?

___ Not told someone who you 
really are online, telling them to 
guess?

___ Forwarded a private IM con-
versation or e-mail without the per-
mission of the other person?

___ Changed your profile or away 
message designed to embarrass or 
frighten someone?

___ Posted pictures or informa-
tion about someone on a web site 
without their consent? 

___ Created an Internet poll, ei-
ther over IM or on a web site, about 

someone without their consent? 
___ Used information found on-

line to follow, tease, embarrass or 
harass someone in person? 

___ Sent rude or scary things to 
someone, even if you were just jok-
ing?

___ Used bad language online?
___ Signed someone else up for 

something online without their 
permission?

___ Used an IM or e-mail address 
that looked like someone else’s?

___ Used someone else’s pass-
word for any reason without their 
permission?

___ Hacked into someone else’s 
computer or sent a virus or Trojan 
horse to them?

___ Insulted someone in an inter-
active game room?

___ Posted rude things or lies 
about someone online?

___ Voted at an online bashing 
poll or posted to a guestbook saying 
rude or mean things?

Now calculate your total score:

0 – 5 Points: Cyber Saint
Congratulations. You’re a cyber saint. 

Your online behavior is exemplary. Keep 
up the good work.

6-10 Points: Cyber Risky
Well, you’re not perfect, but few peo-

ple are. Chances are you haven’t done 
anything terrible and were just having 
fun, but try not to repeat your offensive 

behaviors. Keep in mind the pain your 
fun might be causing others.

11-18 Points: Cyber Sinner
Your online behavior needs to be 

improved. You have done way too 
many cyber no-no’s. Keep in mind 
that these practices are dangerous, 
wrong, and punishable; try to be clean 
up that cyber record.

More than 18: Cyber Bully
Put on the brakes and turn that PC/

MAC/text-messaging device around. 
You are headed in a very bad direction. 
You qualify, without doubt, as a cyber-
bully. You need to sign off and think 
about where that little mouse of yours 
has been clicking before serious trouble 
results for you and/or your victim(s), if it 
hasn’t happened already.

This quiz is from www.stopcyberbully-
ing.org/kids/are_you_a_cyberbully.html . 
Accessed on July 17, 2009.

Online resources
The following cyber safety organiza-

tions can be found the Internet.

Enough is Enough: enough.org

WiredSafety.org: www.wiredsafety.org

GetNetWise.org: www.getnetwise.org

Web Wise Kids: www.webwisekids.org

Net Family News:
www.netfamilynews.org

Common Sense Media:
www.commonsensemedia.org

NetSmartz:
www.netsmartz.org/index.aspx

SafeKids.com: www.safekids.com

Cyberangels: www.cyberangels.org
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The Bakery and electronic newsletters –– The online Bak-
ery, includes news, ideas, opinion and conversation related to our di-
ocesan community, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Commu-
nion. Consider becoming a baker in the House of Bread. Bethlehem, 
you know, means “House of Bread” in Hebrew. There are a wealth of  
electronic newsletters available on our diocesan web site, www.diobeth.
org. Complete the bit of information requested at the “Get Connected” 
box, column on the right to join either Bakery or any of the other re-
sources listed. Thank you for becoming a baker in the House of Bread.

Apr. 30 – May 2: Creating a Culture 
of Peace, Diocesan Peace Commis-
sion, Cathedral Church of the Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem. Cost is $45 for three 
days of training for Episcopalians and 
students and $120 fro all others. Con-
tact Addison Bross at acb2@Lehigh.
edu or Janet Chisholm at jgchisholm@
aol.com for more information. There 
are some scholarship funds available. 
Contact Candis Siatkowski at 610-
401-5075 for more information on 
scholarships or to register at candiss3@
comcast.net. 

May 1: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 2: Bishop Paul, St. Margaret’s, Emmaus 

May 2: Progressive Organ Recital in 
Bethlehem. Nativity at 4:00 P.M., Trin-
ity at 5:00 P.M., and Central Moravian 
at 6:00 P.M. For more information, con-
tact Russell Jackson, 610-865-0727.

May 3: Ecumenical and Interfaith Com-
mission, Mediator, Allentown 12:30 P.M.

May 4: Diocesan Life deadline for 
June edition

May 4: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

May 4: Archdeacon Visit, St. Ste-
phen’s, Whitehall 6:00 P.M.

May 6: Clergy Day, St. Luke’s, 
Scranton 8:30 A.M.

May 6-8: Centering Prayer Retreat, 
St. Francis Renewal Center, Bethle-
hem. Led by Therese Saulnier of Con-
templative Outreach. Cost including 
room and board is $200. Cost for com-
muters is $60. Check-in is 3:00 P.M. 
May 6th. Please contact Mo. Laura 
Howell to register or for more informa-
tion 610-867-4741 x304.

May 7:  Kathy Long, Storyteller and 
Spaghetti Dinner Dance, St. John’s, 
Palmerton 6:00 P.M. Open to all. Cost 
is $10 for adults, $25 for family of four 
if both kids are under 13 or $30 for 
family of four with kids over 13. 

May 8: Breakfast and Basement Sale, 
St. Mary’s, Reading 7:00 A.M. to Noon. 
All you can eat pancake and sausage 
breakfasts $5.00 adults, $3.00 children. 
Corner of W. Windsor and Douglas 
Streets, Reading. For more information 
call the church at 610-374-7914.

May 8: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 8: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 8: “Dive-In”: A Day Exploring 
Baptism, St. Luke’s, Scranton (RE-
SCHEDULED from February 27th due 
to snow. Registration has reopened at 
www.diobeth.org) 

May 8: Ports of Call Auction, Low-
er Macungie Township Community 
Center, sponsored by St. Anne’s, Trex-
lertown. The auction theme is Ports 
of Call. For more information, please 

contact Sherri Albro at 610-597-8067 or 
Nancy Edmiston at 610-965-0085.

May 10: Archdeacon Visit, Nativity, 
Bethlehem 6:00 P.M.

May 11: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.

May 12: Diocesan Episcopal Church-
women Annual Meeting, Kirby House, 
Mountaintop 9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Guest 
speaker:  The Rev. Ronald Royce Miller who 
will discuss “Christian Art.” Contact Cath-
erine Jeffery 610-868-6682 and Martha Fox 
610-395-4857 for more information.

May 13: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

May 14: Concert by the Lyric Consort, Dr. 
Alan L. Baker, Artistic Director, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 8:00 P.M.

May 15: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 15: NYC Car Wash, Nativity, 
Bethlehem 8:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. Rain 
date May 29. Proceeds benefi t Nativity 
Youth Camp. Treats and beverages in 
Nativity Café with entertainment by the 
Nativity Jazz Band (weather permitting).

May 15: Spring Tea Time, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. Tickets 
are $20 each with 9 themed tables. Tea, 
sandwiches, and desserts featured.

May 16: Bishop Jack, St. Alban’s, 
Sinking Spring

May 16: Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s, 
Whitehall

May 16: Afternoon Tea, St. George’s, 
Hellertown 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. Cost 
is $10.00 with $1.00 going toward raffl e. 
Several kinds of tea, desserts, and sand-
wiches will be served. 

May 16: St. Matthew’s Society Dinner, 
Lehigh Country Club, Allentown 3:00 
P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

May 16: Soprano Mara Hazzard in 
Concert, Trinity, Pottsville, 4:00 P.M.

May 16: Celebrity Organ Recital, Ca-
thedral Church of the Nativity, Bethle-
hem, 4:00 P.M. Given by Mollie Nichols, 
Director of Music for Church of the Heav-
enly Rest, NYC. For more information, 
contact Russell Jackson, 610-865-0727.

May 18: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 4:00 P.M.

May 18: Archdeacon Visit, Good Shep-
herd and St. John’s, Milford 6:00 P.M.

May 20: Clergy Bible Study 2, St. Ste-
phen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.

May 22: Good Shepherd Flea Market, 
Good Shepherd and St. John the Evan-
gelist, Milford 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

May 22: Forward Life Planning Work-
shop, Good Shepherd, Scranton 9:00 
A.M. to 2:00 P.M. FREE. Please call Ely 

Valentin at 610-691-5655 x222 to register.

May 22: St. Anne’s 4th Annual Talent 
Show, Upper Milford Township Center, 
7:00 to 9:30 P.M. For more information 
please contact Carol Keane at 610-395-
5427 or ckeane@netreach.net

May 23: Bishop Jack, Good Shepherd 
and St. John’s, Milford

May 23: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Bethlehem

May 25: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s, Sinking Spring 2:00 P.M.

May 25: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity, 
Easton 6:00 P.M.

Jun. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for 
July/August edition

Jun. 1: Archdeacon Visit, Mediator, 
Allentown 6:00 P.M.

Jun. 3: Clergy Bible Study 1, Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 
2:00 P.M.

Jun. 3: Corpus Christi, Holy Cross, Wil-
kes-Barre 7:00 P.M. Bishop Paul celebrant.

Jun. 5: Breakfast and Basement Sale, 
St. Mary’s, Reading 7:00 A.M. to Noon. 
All you can eat pancake and sausage 
breakfasts $5.00 adults, $3.00 children. 
Corner of W. Windsor and Douglas 
Streets, Reading. For more information 
call the church at 610-374-7914.

Jun. 6: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Easton

Jun. 6: Bishop Paul, Mediator, Allentown

Jun. 7: Standing Committee, Dioce-
san House, Bethlehem 2:00 to 3:30 P.M.

Jun. 7: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 6:00 P.M.

Jun. 11: Liturgy and Music Commis-
sion, Diocesan House, 12:45 to 2:15

Jun. 12: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Jun. 12: Share, Save, Spend Steward-
ship Workshop with Nathan Dungan, 
St. Stephen’s Church, Whitehall 9:30 
to 4:30 P.M. Registration will open April 
16th online at www.diobeth.org 

Jun. 13: Bishop Jack, St. John’s, Hamlin

Jun. 13: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Bethlehem

Jun. 13: Clergy Spouse Dinner, Good 
Shepherd, Scranton 5:00 P.M.

Jun. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2, St. Ste-
phen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.

Jun. 19:  Partners for Sacred Places, 
Module 3, Good Shepherd, Scranton 
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Jun. 19: St. Brigid’s Annual Golf Out-
ing, Wedgewood Country Club, Beth-
lehem 1:00 P.M. For more information 
contact Tammy Fuller at 610-923-6393 
or fullofgunk@rcn.com.

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
May 2: St. James’ Church, Dundaff, 
The  Rev. Lou Divis, Summer Supply. 

May 9: Trinity Church, Easton, The 
Rev. Canon Andrew T. Gerns, Rector, 
The Rev. Wayne Sherrer, Assistant 
Priest, and the Incorporated Trustees.

May 16: St. Margaret’s Church, Em-
maus, The Rev. Canon Lexa H. Shall-
cross, Vicar, and The Rev. Elizabeth 
Diely, Assisting Priest.

May 23: St. John’s Church, Hamlin, 
The Rev. Ronald Miller, Supply and 
Holy Cross Church, Wilkes-Barre, 
The Rev. Daniel G. Jones, Rector and 
The Rev. John Leo, Associate Priest.

May 30: St. Peter’s Church, Hazleton, 
The Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk, Rector, The 
Rev. Marion Meiss, Deacon and the 
Standing Committee.

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
May 2: The Anglican Church of Ke-
nya, The Most Rev. Eliud Wabukala 
Archbishop of Kenya and Bishop of 
All Saints’ Cathedral Diocese.

May 9: The Anglican Church of Ko-
rea, The Rt. Rev. Solomon Jongmo 
Yoon, Presiding Bishop of the Anglican 
Church of Korea and Bishop of Busan.

May 16: Anglican Communion Sunday. 

May 23: The Episcopal Church of 
Cuba,  The Rt. Rev. Nerva Cot Agu-
ilera and The Rt. Rev. Ulises Aguero 
Prendes, Suffragan Bishops.

May 30: The Church of the Province 
of Melanesia, The Most Rev. David 
Vunagi, Archbishop of Melanesia and 
Bishop of Central Melanesia.

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
May 2: Wudu Parish, The Rev. Wilson 
Lomugun and Apolo Abile, Deacon.

May 9: Kasurak, The Rev. Paul Geri 
and the Bishop’s Offi ce, Wani Peter, 
Tabu Grace, and Muja Margret.

May 16: Andesire, The Rev. Cosmas 
Lodiong Kwoji, The Rev. Micheal 
Aboi and the Finance Offi ce, The Rev. 
Jale Edward and Kiden Rose.

May 23: Emmanuel Cathedral, The 
Very Rev. Pianilee Samuel Alibee and 
Romogi Parish, The Rev. Anna Poni 
and Wani Peter, Deacon.

May 30: Kajo Keji County, Muki Bata-
li, Commissioner, and the government 
of Southern, National Unity and Cen-
tral Equatorial State.



Forward life ministry: Planning for the future 
By CharLie BareBo, DeVeLopMent MiSSioner

You care about things. In fact, you 
care about them so much that you want 
them to continue, develop, and thrive 
after you are gone. You want to provide 
for the future. That is why planned gifts 
fund future ministries – gifts we thought 
about ahead of time, planned for, and 
make a difference in the future. In this 
way, the churches and ministries we love 
and care about will continue, grow, de-
velop, and thrive long after we are gone.

God teaches us to be generous. One 
reason congregations exist today is be-
cause those in past generations gave 
their time, talent, and treasure so 
churches could be built, clergy could 
be hired, and ministries of their con-
gregations could be sustained. In the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, planned gifts 
made decades and even over a hundred 
years ago, are still sustaining ministry 
today. Quite simply, we enjoy the ben-
efi ts created by those who have gone 
before us. We all rest in the shade of 
trees planted by others.  Planning giv-
ing can be our way of planting shade 
trees for those who will follow us.

When people make a planned gift 
it generally comes from accumulated 
assets and may be the largest gift the 
donor ever gives. This distinction is 
important because it changes the way 
planned gifts are encouraged, execut-
ed, and sustained. Often a person’s 
ultimate gift is their fi nal statement 
of support to a ministry important to 
them. A planned gift is a vote of con-
fi dence in the future of the church.

Making a planned gift to your 
church or the diocese is a serious pro-
cess. Like a marriage, the basis for 
making a planned gift requires a sound 
foundation of planning. And like a 
successful marriage, a deep sense of 
joy and satisfaction results once a well 
thought out gift has been made. The 
easiest way to give a planned gift is 
through your will. 

Surprisingly, less than half of all Ameri-
cans have a will. More surprising is that 
roughly two thirds of Episcopalians who 
have wills have not made provisions for 
the church in those wills. When asked 
why they responded, “We have not been 
asked.” Dying without a will places your 
loved ones in a precarious position during 
a stressful time. The state then makes the 
fi nal determination regarding distribution 
and taxation of your assets, your minor 
children’s guardians, or who will mind a 
beloved pet. Dying without burial instruc-
tions places further burdens on your loved 
ones and pastor. Instead of your passing 
being a meaningful celebration of a life in 
Christian discipleship, it becomes a time 
of fi nancial planning and taxation stresses 
for your family. 

The Book of Common Prayer men-
tions the following on page 465, “In-
struct the people, from time to time, 
about the duty of Christian parents 
to make prudent provision for the 
well being of their families, and of all 
people to make wills, while they are in 
good health, arranging for the disposal 
of their temporal goods, not neglect-
ing if they are able, to leave bequests 
for religious and charitable uses.” 

Bishop Paul has established a goal 
that every parish in the Diocese should 
have an active planned giving program. 
In June of 2009 he asked me to lead de-
velopment in the diocese. Saturday May 
22nd will mark the fi rst large, multi par-
ish event in my development ministry 
as we will be holding a “Forward Life 

Workshop” at St. Luke’s Scranton for 
parishes “north of the tunnel.” We plan 
on holding a similar event for our south-
ern brethren in the fall. Please contact 
Ely Valentin at 610-691-5655 ext. 222 
or evalentin@diobeth.org to register. 

Bishop Paul Marshall talks to children at a recent March visit to Church of the Redeemer, Sayre. photo By Kat LehMan

Forward Life Planning Workshop
Saturday May 22nd

St. Luke’s Scranton
Join us for a faith based discussion regarding forward life ministries. Our expert panel will help guide you 
through the difficult issues that face us all as we age; developing a will, medical directives, end of life 
ministries and how we can support the ministries we love. Take a disciple’s approach and walk with us as 
we make these seemly complex issues easy to understand.

9:00 Clergy & Vestry “Developing a Program at Your Church”

Charlie Barebo

9:50 Open to All Opening Prayer & Remarks

Rev. Canon Charles Cesaretti

10:00 All “Developing Your Will”

Chancellor Ty Welles

10:40 to 11:30 “Medical Directives”

Diana Marshall

11:30 to 12:15 “Why You Should Develop a Plan”

Charlie Barebo

12:15   Lunch provided by the Saint Matthew’s Society

To register free of charge contact Ely Valentine at 610-691-5655 ext 222

Or email at evalentin@dioeth.org

Case study: Trinity, Easton

photo By Lorraine BareBo

“Trinity Church is the benefi ciary 
of a charitable trust created by the es-
tate of Charles and Helen Langer. In 
2009, the trust contributed $90,000 
to fund the mission and ministry of 
Trinity, Easton. At Trinity, parts of 
these funds are used to enable wor-
ship by offsetting the salary of the 
rector. Our stewardship is magnifi ed 
by planned gifts like the Wagner 
Fund. Without the regular, faith-
ful support of our members there 
would be no ministry, and with good 
planned gifts like this trust, that giv-
ing is magnifi ed. Our endowment 
assures the long term ministry of the 
parish and provides essential work-
ing capital through the peaks and 
valleys of annual giving.”

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gerns
Trinity Church, Easton
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