
photo provided by bishop Curry

Live God’s love. Tell what you have seen and heard. 

News from the episcopal diocese of bethlehem, vol.1 No.2, March 2011

a diocesan 
edition of

JournalEpiscopal

Inside Diocesan Life
A time for two-wheelers   A2

What helps a congregation grow?  
A2

The Dorchester Chaplains  A3

New locally commissioned hymn to 
celebrate Christian Unity  A3

Reflections on librarianship  A4

Focusing on God’s Blessing: Asset 
Mapping  A4

Episcopalians and Moravians: Full 
communion  A5

Trinity, West Pittston welcomes 
Father Joseph Rafferty  A5

Resource Room blossoms at Dioc-
esan House  A6

Diocesan Training Day on April 2nd  
A6

What’s happening  A7

Pray for  A7

Christophany 2011: non-violent 
response  A8

Nightwatch in New York  A8

Vocare #1  A8

FEATURES

A small group of Episcopalians from a New 
Hampshire church makes its witness for 
local ministry 

A new program that connects vital, retired 
clergy with small worshipping communities 
expands 

The Episcopal Church’s oldest Volunteers 
for Mission leave Delaware for one last 
visit to Sierra Leone.

Our world, now linked by economics and 
trade, is also connected by a desperate 
need for a cleaner environment

Religious art is ecumenical.  

COLUMNS

A former University of Arizona chaplain 
offers congregations her “foolproof plan for 
attracting young people.”

The movie, “The King’s Speech”, offers a 
valuable lesson in how we act with others.

The bishop of the Diocese of Long Island 
calls all to make choices

and much more...

On May 14, the Evangelism and 
Stewardship Commissions will host 
a workshop at St. Stephen’s Pro-Ca-
thedral, Wilkes-Barre from 9:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM.

The mission for both groups is 
to help parishes become healthy 
and help them move from mainte-
nance to mission.  To accomplish 
this, they have invited Bishop Mi-
chael Curry, Bishop of the Diocese 
of North Carolina, to be the keynote 
speaker for the day.  No stranger to 
most of the clergy of this diocese, he 
is known for his vivid, exciting spiri-
tual messages packed with humor 
and thought provoking ideas which 
encourage listeners to think more 
fully about their spiritual lives and 
responsibilities as Christians.

Bishop Curry’s message is de-
veloped around the parable of the 
growing seed (Mark 4:21-29). The 
question: “How is it that this seed 

“Jesus loves a growing seed”

BY DAN CHARNEY planted in good soil continues to grow 
faithfully?”  Bishop Curry will dem-
onstrate how this parable applies 
to the practices of good evangelism 
and stewardship, and how it leads 
to the creation of spiritually healthy 
individuals and parishes.

Bishop Curry serves on the boards 
of a large number of organizations 
and was a member of the Commis-
sion on Ministry in each of the three 
dioceses in which he has served. He 
has a national preaching and teach-
ing ministry, having been featured 
on The Protestant Hour and as a fre-
quent speaker at conferences around 
the country.  He has received hon-
orary degrees from both Sewanee 
and Yale.  In his three parish min-
istries in North Carolina, Ohio, and 
Maryland, he has had extensive in-
volvement in crisis control ministry, 
preaching missions, the Absalom 
Jones initiative, creation of educa-
tional centers, and the broke ring of 
millions of dollars of investment for 

inner city neighborhoods.  
He inspired a $2,500,000 
restoration of St. James’ 
church building after a fire, 
and the St. James’ After 
School Academy was des-
ignated a Jubilee Ministry 
by former Presiding Bishop 
Edmund Browning.  He was 
elected the eleventh Bishop 
of North Carolina in 2000. 

Please plan now to join 
us for this exciting and in-
formative workshop. To 
register, go to www.dio-
beth.org and click on Reg-
ister for Diocesan Events.  
Registration begins March 
14 and closes April 30 or 
when 300 have registered 
(the maximum number we 
can handle for this event).  
The cost per person is 
$10.00.  Breakfast snacks, 
beverages, and lunch will 
be provided.

Bishop Michael Curry is the eleventh bishop of the Diocese 
of North Carolina

North Carolina bishop offers growth path for spiritually healthy individuals and parishes

NEWS

Episcopalians and Moravians gather for a 
Full Communion Inaugural Service

A missionary who serves Anglicans in Cai-
ro and works to improve Muslim-Christian 
relations has been temporarily evacuated 
from Egypt

The Primates of the Anglican Communion 
met with the Archbishop of Canterbury in 
Dublin. 

A three-member delegation from the Epis-
copal Church visits Haiti 
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A father was having a terrible time 
teaching his daughter to ride a two-
wheeler.  He writes about all the care 
he took to structure her experience 
so that learning to ride the bike was 
safe and pleasant. There was safety, 
there was structure, and there was a 
protective presence. 

As you might guess, she did not 
learn to ride during those sessions. 

The father retreated into a reverie, 
wondering how he could have made 
the experience better. For the time 
being, the lessons stopped.

A few afternoons later he came 
home and was astonished to see his 
child riding her two-wheeler with 
confi dence and enjoyment.

His feelings at this sight were 
many. Fortunately they included 
curiosity. When questioned, his 
daughter revealed that she had 
consulted her friends on how they 
learned to ride. Her report of their 
wisdom: “To ride a two-wheeler, the 
fi rst thing you have to do is fall down 
a lot of times.”

This all took place just before we 
had “helicopter parents,” but the fa-
ther realized that the skinned knees 
he was trying to spare his daughter 
were a necessary part of this stage 
of her development. He also came to 
see that his daughter was more ac-
cepting of the necessary pain of her 
project than he was.

A time for two-wheelers
BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL What if the little girl had adopted 

her father’s anxious attitude? She 
might never have learned to ride—
and might have gone through life 
afraid of risk, afraid of making a 
mistake, and never seeing what was 
around the corner. She would have 
lived tentatively.

Getting Back on the Bike

Ashes, ashes, we all fall down. Ash 
Wednesday is coming, and as we 
approach the opportunities of Lent, 
it is helpful to recall that God does 
not love theoretical people or love 
them in principle.  God loves actual 
people, who do in fact fall off their 
bikes at many points along life’s 
way. Lent is one of those times when 
we particularly focus on getting back 
on the bike and trying some more.

Lent means many things to people. 
I point out only two of them of them. 
The fi rst: Do not undertake the re-
pentance or the other patterns of 
growth that Lent offers out of fear 
or self-loathing. I would go so far 
as to say that to the extent that our 
approach to spirituality is based on 
such attitudes, it will not work.

The love of God is love of who we 
actually are. St. Paul wrote “while 
we were still sinners Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8) Adopting God’s 
own attitude towards ourselves and 
others makes it safe to look at what 
we otherwise could not face in our-
selves, including fear and self-loath-
ing. We start the journey to explore 

God’s love more deeply as we re-
ceive and practice it.

As we accept that we are ac-
cepted, we continue to become our 
best selves, and the possibilities for 
change and growth always increase. 

A Basic Choice

That is, of course, if I want change 
and growth. The little girl did. So, 
my second Lenten observation: The 
child kept trying because she was 
motivated. Big kids ride two-wheel-
ers, and she wanted to be a big kid. 
She may also have imagined the 
places she could go on her own or 
with her friends, away from the eye 
of her father. 

Lent is the time to ask myself, do I 
want to be a big kid? It is certainly saf-
er to use training wheels—or crutches.

Here is another of those places 
where there seem to be two kinds 
of religious motivation. There is the 
anxious young man saying to Jesus, 
“What must I do to be saved?” He 
apparently just wants that depart-
ment of life neatly nailed down, 
rather like buying fi re insurance, or 
using training wheels forever. 

If the point of life is not getting into 
trouble with God, we will never ride 
a spiritual two-wheeler. 

However, if we see Jesus as a pi-
oneer who leads us on a journey 
of faith (Hebrews 12:2), if we have 
seen or heard something in him or 
one of his followers that captivates 

us, we are motivated to go on the 
Lenten journey.  The search for the 
Grail is surely a metaphor that got 
out of hand, but its central image, a 
life spent seeking spiritual treasure 
with many a slip along the way, is 
profound truth. It is a truth that Lent 
invites, one that in turn invites Lent.

The End is Actually the
Beginning

I do not know where my journey 
will take me this year, but like you, I 
take it knowing where it ends, with 
risen life. Christ’s resurrection is 
both the end of our story as we tell 
it and its beginning as we become it. 
It will be exciting to get back on the 
bike again and see what is around 
the corner this time.

Author’s Note: The bicycle story and 
much more can be found in Elio Frat-
taroli’s Curing the Soul in the Age of 
the Brain (2002).

Over the past several months, as 
a part of the ongoing work of the 
Congregational Renewal Commit-
tee, we have traveled throughout the 
diocese to visit churches that have 
shown substantial growth.  Using a 
template of 12 questions, we want-
ed to fi nd out what helps a congre-
gation grow.

What helps a congregation grow?
BY CANON JANE TETER AND CHARLES WARWICK

This quest was the result of a 
challenge in the State of The Church 
report prepared by the Stand-
ing Committee for the 2009 Dioc-
esan Convention.  In the report, 
the Standing Committee identifi ed 
eight congregations with growth 
rates of average Sunday atten-
dance (ASA) in excess of 20% -- 

Trinity, Easton; St. Anne’s, Trexler-
town; Good Shepherd and St. John 
the Evangelist, Milford; Christ, 
Frackville; St. Mark’s and St. 
John’s, Jim Thorpe; St. Thomas’, 
Morgantown; St. Brigid’s, Naza-
reth; and Calvary,Tamaqua.  The 
committee recommended “a more 
in-depth study should be initiat-
ed to determine the factors which 
resulted in the wide variance of 

performance since they occurred 
in all size categories and across a 
wide geographical area, including 
six high growth parishes in coun-
ties where population is declin-
ing.”  The challenge was taken up 
at the fi rst meeting of the reconsti-
tuted Congregational Development 
Committee, now designated as the 
Renewal Committee.

(This article is continued on page A3)
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[Note: The Dorchester Chaplains 
is a lesser feast in the proposed Holy 
Women Holy Men: Celebrating the 
Saints (2010) approved for trial use 
by General Convention in 2009.  They 
were two Protestant, one Roman Catho-
lic, and one Jewish Chaplains who gave 
up their life jackets and means of rescue 
to others on the Dorchester, a con-
verted cruise ship whose boiler room 
was struck by enemy fire on February 
3, 1943, a day from their destination of 
Greenland. This sermon was preached 
at Diocesan House on February 3.]

Every time I cross the Atlantic I 
cannot do other than to think of the 
ice and the horribly cold water be-
low.  To me the horror of those con-
ditions excels by far the wood and 
the nails of our Savior’s cross.

The Dorchester Chaplains
BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

Seventy-eight degree water, pass-
ing for eighty, at the gym’s lap pool 
gives me pause and takes my breath 
away once I summon the courage 
to jump in.  So think, if you will, of 
nineteen degree water a day’s sail 
from Greenland.

Into that condition, four chap-
lains went down today in 1943.  
Their life jackets had been given to 
others.  Their arms were linked in 
prayer.  We are invited to believe 
that the Lord was there with them.  
We are invited to believe that theirs 
was the greatest love for indeed they 
laid down their lives for their friends 
(Saint John 15:13, the Gospel of this 
Eucharist).  We are invited to believe 

that their sufferings are not worth 
comparing to the glory that is being 
revealed in them (Romans 8:18, the 
Epistle of this Eucharist).

There is a Christian interpretation 
of the fourth man whom Nebuchad-
nezzar sees in the fiery furnace with 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-
go (Daniel 3:25).  The fourth man, 
the interpretation goes, is the Lord.  
And when Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego emerge from the furnace 
they are not singed, nor do they 
have the smell of fire.

The Dorchester Chaplains enjoy 
and point you and me toward the 
glory of steadfast sacrificial love 
that only the Lord can bestow.  The 
best path to blessedness is the path 
of love and service of the True and 

Living God.  For the souls of those 
who follow this path are in the hand 
of God; they seem to have died, but 
they are at peace (Wisdom 3:1-3).

Three center city Bethlehem 
churches have joined together to 
commission a new hymn.  Moravian 
Seminary, Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Salem Lutheran Church, and Cen-
tral Moravian Church have asked 
noted hymn writer Brian Wren to 
pen a new hymn to reflect the joy 
of their union. The new work will 
debut March 11 at Moravian’s Col-
lege’s Foy Concert. Brian Wren will 
be in Bethlehem to present the We-
ber Memorial Lecture. (See below)

Bethlehem is the focus of an his-
toric event as the Episcopal Church, 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (the largest U.S. Lutheran 
church) and the Moravian Church in 
North America celebrate full com-
munion agreements that allow the 
three bodies to share clergy and 
minister together in significant ways.

The Rev. Dr. Steve Simmons, direc-
tor of Moravian’s Continuing Educa-
tion program, writes, “A good new 
hymn may surprise and delight us 
with its theology, poetry and music. 
Sung often, it can lull us into inat-
tention, or surprise us with sudden 
relevance. With this in mind, Brian 
Wren, one of the most significant and 
popular hymn writers of our time, 
will introduce some of his own recent 
work, as well as new hymns by Rich-
ard Leach and Shirley Murray, and 
invite us to converse about them and 
sing them. In the process, he will dis-
cuss the history, practice, and future 
of congregational singing in a time of 
rapidly changing styles of worship.”

New locally commissioned hymn to celebrate Christian unity
BY DAVID HOWELL Dr. Wren says, “Perhaps one or 

two will catch our imagination and 
become familiar enough to express 
our deepest needs and beliefs, yet 
still be able to surprise.”

Dr. Brian Wren studied at Oxford, 
taking degrees in Modern Languages 
and Theology, including a D. Phil 
for work on the Hebrew proph-
ets. After ordination, he pastored 
a Congregational church in Essex, 
served as consultant to the British 
Council of Churches, and worked 

in the student-based world poverty 
campaign, Third World First. Since 
1983, Brian has followed a freelance 
ministry, helping worshippers, min-
isters, educators and musicians to 
improve skills, and deepen spiritual-
ity. Recently retired as John and Mir-
iam Conant Professor of Worship at 
Columbia Theological Seminary, he 
currently lives in upstate New York 
with his wife Susan Heafield, a Unit-
ed Methodist pastor.

Weber Memorial Lectures in 
Pastoral Ministry

Surprise Us by the Words We Sing: 
New Hymns to Sing and Ponder

March 11, 2011 (9:30 a.m. - 2:30 
p.m.) Foy Concert hall, payne Cam-
pus, Moravian College. 

Free, but registration is recommend-
ed. 3.5 Ceus are offered. to register: 
www.moravianseminary.edu/conted/
spring11/weber.html

What helps a congregation grow?

First, we developed a series of 
twelve questions to pose to each 
congregation. Next, we scheduled 
meetings with representatives of 
each congregation.  We soon dis-
covered it takes time to corral busy 
leaders tending to their mission and 
ministry – an important learning 
factor later confirmed by the focus, 
scope, and energy demonstrated in 
the face-to-face meetings. 

Here are some of the significant, 
common marks of a congregation 
experiencing growth:

• The most important element 
identified by all was a clear mis-
sion statement that is the orga-
nizing and animating factor for 
all aspects of congregational 
life.  All parishioners understand 
the implications of the mission 
statement.

• Without motivated leaders 
nothing happens.  The primary 

role of the leadership is to ar-
ticulate and instill hope, and to 
project that God’s will and gifts 
can be hidden under trouble and 
despair.

• Team ministry really works.  
One respondent said, “We got 
away from Father knows best, 
and realized everyone has a 
ministry.”

• Accentuate the affirmative.  
One vestryperson opined, “Our 
rector listens and then focuses 
on the positive rather than the 
negative.”  

• Personal and corporate prayer 
is the fountain of inspiration and 
support.

• Every member of the congre-
gation must be engaged in the 
growth process.  One respon-
dent reported, “We found all the 

talents and skills we needed right 
in our midst.”  Everyone should 
feel a part of the community.

• There are no quick fixes, but 
there are excellent resources 
available to parishes, such as 
Unbinding the Gospel or Part-
ners for Sacred Places.

As we listened, we heard sugges-
tions like:  we need more interac-
tion between parishes; we need help 
with marketing and public relations; 
and, we welcome the experience of 
others in the diocese.

We also learned that the pres-
ence and guidance of the Holy Spirit 
is “afoot” in our congregations and 
diocese.

[Copies of the Congregational As-
sessments are available by contacting 
Canon Jane Teter at jteter@diobeth.org]

(continued from page A2) 
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“Congregations, parishes, and 
other faith communities face daily 
challenges to our leadership, orga-
nization, and finances,” writes Lu-
ther Snow. “But we can choose to 
focus on God’s blessings. Empow-
ering Congregations is a strategy 
that builds on our strengths, gifts, 

Focusing on God’s blessings: Asset Mapping
BY CHARLES CESARETTI and assets. From appreciation and 

thankfulness for these gifts, we are 
led to connect our gifts with each 
other to get things done together we 
could not get done on our own. In 
the process, we experience the pow-
er of being part of something bigger 
than all of us.”

At workshops on March 25 and 26, 
Luther Snow, the creator of Asset Map-

ping, will introduce the pro-
cess of asset mapping and 
train congregational leaders. 
The Diocese of Bethlehem 
in partnership with other 
denominations, institutions, 
and agencies across north-
east Pennsylvania is one of 
the sponsors of  the event.

Snow has 35 years expe-
rience in community and 
group leadership.  He’s led 
grass roots social and eco-
nomic development efforts 
in inner city Chicago, and 
he’s sparked positive rural 
development approaches 
across the nation. He has 
published three bestsell-
ing books, including The 
Power of Asset Mapping and 
The Organization of Hope. In 
faith-based work, Luther 

has trained leaders of six national 
denominations and strengthened 
hundreds of congregations. Luther’s 
expertise includes community part-
nerships, financial strategy, univer-
sity engagement, and social enter-
prise. He has a BA from Harvard and 
an MBA from the University of Chica-
go. He lives in Decorah, Iowa, with his 
wife and two sons.

“There are three immediate and 
general benefits of Asset Mapping 
that I have seen,” explains Snow. 

“First, Asset Mapping helps us to 
recognize assets, strengths and gifts 
all around us – assets that are oth-
erwise overlooked, taken for grant-
ed, unappreciated, or outside our 
vision. 

“Second, Asset Mapping propels 
us to identify beneficial relationships 
and build on them in collaborative 
action. We “connect the dots” and 
find ways that we can get things 
done together that we could not get 
done on our own. We build on af-
finities of difference as well as af-
finities of similarity, and we build 
relationships outside our group as 
well as within it. 

“Third, Asset Mapping opens up 
opportunities for action toward the 
greater good. As we ‘vote with our 

feet,’ we give each other permission 
to follow our own interests as part 
of the group, and experience an un-
folding sense of a larger whole and 
a greater good. Because we are act-
ing together, we shift perspectives, 
away from ‘us and them’ and toward 
‘all of us.’ This wider perspective, in 
turn, illuminates new assets and op-
portunities and encourages us to in-
vest further in the group, feeding the 
positive cycle anew.”

On Friday, March 25, Snow will 
work with pastors, judicatory staff, 
and faith-based agency staff. The fo-
cus of the full-day workshop will be: 
The Macro View:  Building Partnerships.

On Saturday, March 26, at Mora-
vian Theological Seminary, the focus 
will be: The Micro View:  Strength-
ening Congregations. This full-day 
workshop (9:30 AM – 3:30 PM) is 
for the leadership of local congre-
gations – lay and clergy leadership 
teams.  Registration is $20, and in-
cludes lunch and snacks.

On Sunday, March 27, Snow will 
preach at the 8:30 AM service at East 
Hills Moravian Church in Bethlehem.

See www.moravianseminary.edu/
conted/Spring11/assetmapping.html 
for more information and registration. 

Reflections on librarianship
BY KEN RAINING

When Canon Anne Kitch first ap-
proached me about automating and 
cataloging the collection of Christian 
formation materials at Diocesan 
House, I admit I was a little daunted.  
After all, libraries are a place of col-
laboration where specialized areas 
of expertise allow us to function best 
as a unified whole.  For this project, 
not only would I be shouldering all 
the work, I’d be responsible for ar-
eas of librarianship of which I had 
only limited knowledge.  However, I 
was also intrigued by the challenge. 
This position afforded me the op-
portunity to expand my skills while 
also serving in the diocese that has 
already given so much to my family.

Undoubtedly the biggest obstacle 
was creating cataloging records for 
the materials in the collection, a task 
for which I had little firsthand expe-
rience.  Fortunately, my work coin-
cided nicely with my education, as I 
was pursuing my master’s degree in 
library science through Drexel Uni-

versity at the 
same time we 
began the proj-
ect.  In short 
order I took a 
class on cata-
loging, which 
paralleled very 
nicely with my 
work; I was 
even able to use 
some of the re-
cords I’d cre-
ated for the li-
brary as part of 
my final project.

I’m very proud 
of the work I’ve 
done in this role, 
and I hope my ef-
forts have result-
ed in a resource 
that will enrich 
the diocese for 
years to come.

At heart, all librarians are facili-
tators. We serve two masters: our 
materials, be they book, video, or 

computer file, and the knowledge 
contained therein; and our patrons, 
those wishing to access that knowl-
edge as painlessly as possible.  Con-

necting patrons to knowledge has 
always been our role, and I sus-
pect always will be, no matter what 
changes the world makes.

photo by KAt LehMAN
Ken Raining and Canon Anne Kitch pause for a picture in the new Resource Room.



On February 10, at Central Moravian 
Church in Bethlehem, the Moravian 
Church in America and the Episcopal 
Church USA formally acknowledged 
the full communion agreement 
reached between both churches when 
the Southern Province of the Moravian 
Church voted to accept the agreement 
last September.

Churches in full communion for-
mally recognize that they share es-
sential doctrines, including baptism 
and Eucharist; agree to accept the 
service of each other’s clergy; and 
pledge to work together in evange-
lism and mission. The churches be-
come interdependent while remain-
ing autonomous. In an explanation 
read during the Eucharist, the two 
denominations said that full com-
munion is a “significant expression 
of the full visible unity of all Chris-
tians, which we do not yet discern 
but for which we pray.”

[Diocese of Bethlehem Bishop Paul V. 
Marshall] In the 1780s, the Episcopal 
Church’s leadership chose not to re-
ceive episcopal orders at the hands 
of Moravians, so our kneeling before 
each other tonight for the laying-on 
of hands and the right hand of fel-
lowship was more than symbolic--
it was a moment of healing. Ghosts 
can indeed become ancestors.

Episcopalians and Moravians: Full communion
BY CANON BILL LEWELLIS

[Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori] The visible 
witness of two different traditions 
coming together is a profound sign 
of the possibility of reconciliation to 
the world around us.

[Kat Lehman, a Moravian, serves as IT 
coordinator and editor of Diocesan Life for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem] As a 
Moravian and a person who was there, 
let me tell you it was profoundly mov-
ing. I’m very excited about this historical 
moment in both our churches. 

Read more about the agreement 
on our blog: diobeth.typepad.com/
diobeth_newspin/2011/02/episco-
palians-and-moravians-celebrate-
full-communion.html
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Episcopal bishops lay hands on the Moravian bishops during the ceremony. Bishop Paul Marshall is on the far right laying his hand on Bishop Graham 
Rights of the Southern Province of the Moravian Church.

Amid reminders that there is more 
than one way to live a life of service, 
the Episcopal Church recently re-
ceived the Holy Orders of Father Jo-
seph Rafferty and welcomed him into 
service in the Diocese of Bethlehem.

Bishop Paul Marshall presided 
over the reception Mass, held at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, West 
Pittston on January 16. The sermon 
was delivered by Rev. John C. Major, 
rector of Trinity and Prince of Peace, 
Dallas. Members of the clergy and 
laity from numerous local parishes 
joined in celebrating the reception 
of Rafferty followed by light refresh-
ments in Trinity’s undercroft.

Rafferty, who was priest in the Ro-
man Catholic Church for 21 years and 
currently works as a hospice chap-
lain, said he loved everything about 
being a priest but, “life is an unex-

Trinity, West Pittston welcomes Father Joseph Rafferty
BY JANINE UNGVARSKY pected journey” and he felt there was 

something missing in his life.

“To become a fuller person, I’ve al-
ways felt the need to love someone.  
I loved my ministry, but there was 
also an emptiness,” Rafferty said.

That emptiness was filled when he 
met Deborah, whom he married five 
years ago in the Episcopal Church.  

“I don’t think love is a sin, and 
I felt the church has to allow us 
to love someone,” Rafferty said.  
“There is a transcendent God who 
lives in us who I meet every day in 
my work and in my life, and now in 
the church again.”

Rafferty credits Major and Rev-
erend Peter Pearson with helping 
him along the path to the Episcopal 
priesthood.  He said a phone call 
from Pearson led him to consider 
the process of becoming an Episco-
pal priest, while Major served as his 
mentor during the process.

In delivering his sermon, Ma-
jor asked Rafferty, “What took 
you so long?” and said the 
church is always in need of 
more good help from a man and 
a priest like Rafferty.  

“Never doubt that God is for-
ever in the business of mak-
ing all things new,” Major said.  
“There is more than one way 
to live a life of service.”  Citing 
the evening’s reading from Isa-
iah 49: 1-7, Major said, “‘You 
are my servant,’ the prophet 
said, and his words penetrate 
through the ages to this day.”

“The Episcopal Church has 
been a welcoming church that 
affirmed the priesthood that 
was already a part of me,” Raf-
ferty said.  “I look forward to 
living my life as a priest in the 
Episcopal Church and the joy of 
serving people in my ministry.”

photo by jANiNe uNGvArsKy

Father Joe Rafferty during his welcoming reception 
Eucharist as a priest in the Diocese of Bethlehem at 
Trinity, West Pittston on January 16th.



I love a bookshelf full of children’s 
bibles, spiritual journals, youth cur-
ricula, and adult bible studies. One 
of my roles as Canon for Formation 
in the Christian Faith for the diocese 
is to provide resources. I often field 
calls and emails from people want-
ing to know about a good book for 
adult bible study, how to evaluate a 
church school curriculum, or what 
new programs are out there that ad-
dress faith and the environment. I 
relish being able to put my hands on 
the perfect book or DVD that some-
one needs. Now, with the help of our 
new Diocesan Resource Librarian, 
Ken Raining, this task is a whole lot 
easier. We are proud to announce 
the advent of a new Resource Room 
at Diocesan House.

Resources do not do anyone much 
good if the people that need them 
can’t access them. 

So for the past two years, I have 
been exploring avenues to get more 
Christian formation resources into 
the hands of more people in our 

Resource Room blossoms at Diocesan House
BY CANON ANNE KITCH diocese. One of the vehicles I have 

created for this is the In-Formation 
in Bethlehem electronic newsletter. 
This monthly e-news offers many 
timely and topical materials to sup-
port ministry with children, youth 
and adults as well as congregational 
spirituality. (If you do not currently 
receive In-Formation in Bethlehem, 
you can subscribe to it and other 
online resources by using the “Get 
Connected” box on the home page 
of the diocesan website www.diobth.
org). The Commission on Lifelong 
Christian Formation also provides 
resource tables at diocesan events 
whenever possible.

The larger project of creating the 
Resource Room has been sorting 
through existing items. I have been 
taking inventory of the treasure trove 
of materials that reside at Diocesan 
House. As is often true of treasure, 
what was precious was hidden with-
in heaps of not-so-fabulous stuff. 
Not everything was kept in one loca-
tion. Many materials were outdated. 
In the meantime, I began steadily 
adding new books, curriculums, and 

DVDs. There were gems to be found 
and collected and sorted… and dis-
tributed. Once I got them all into one 
room, I was daunted by the task of 
how to organize and catalogue so 
much.

Enter the expert! I am grateful 
for Ken’s professional and mindful 
ministry, as he created order out of 
chaos and took the necessary steps 
to make these materials more ac-
cessible to everyone. Together we 
have created a Resource Room full 
of excellent materials to support 
Christian Formation and spiritual 
growth in any parish. Residing in 
the upstairs conference room of Di-
ocesan House in Bethlehem, our Re-
source Room boasts current issues 
of church school curricula, adult 
bible study series, parenting re-
sources, and books for adults about 
prayer.  Need something to teach 
young children about the Eucha-
rist? We have it! Is there a new adult 
study series you think others in the 
diocese might wish to use? Let me 
know and perhaps it can be added 
to our resources. 

You can come and browse in the 
Resource Room, or you can contact 
me to inquire about specific materi-
als you are looking for. Through our 
new library software, we can now 
keep track of materials so that par-
ish leaders may borrow resources 
for use in congregations. And we are 
working toward creating a compre-
hensive list of our resources that can 
be viewed on-line. Look for updates 
in Diocesan Life and In-Formation in 
Bethlehem. If you get the opportunity, 
come for a visit in person!
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Registration is now open and clos-
es on March 23rd. Cost is $17.50 
and includes lunch.

Diocesan Training Day is a day 
set aside for learning about oppor-
tunities and resources for ministry 
in congregations, and celebrating 
ministries we share. There will be 
13 different workshops spanning all 
aspects of ministry to select from 
this year. Please plan to join us for a 
wonderful day of learning.

Workshops include:

All Day Workshops (one work-
shop in both sessions)

#1 Ministry of the Lay Eucharis-
tic Visitor (all day workshop) - The 
Rev. Edward Erb -- Two-part course 
leads to licensing. Morning session 
- Biblical, theological, and histori-
cal background. Afternoon session 
- resources and practical consider-
ations (ex. HIPAA rules, safety, and 
health concerns)

#2 Understanding and Working 
with ChurchPost (all day workshop) 
- Ms. Kim Tucker of ChurchPost -- 
A hands-on guide to using Church-
Post, our electronic newsletter plat-
form, to communicate effectively 
and immediately with your mem-
bers and visitors.

Diocesan Training Day on April 2nd
Session I - 9:45am to 11:15am

#3 Wardens/Vestry 101 - The Rt. 
Rev. Paul Marshall and The Ven. 
Howard Stringfellow - Introduction 
for new wardens and vestry members 
or a refresher for experienced vestry 
members to the roles, responsibilities, 
and realities of parish leadership.

#4 Bringing Financial Sanity to the 
Family - Mr. Dan Charney - The pro-
gram, Financial Sanity, designed by 
Nathan Dungan, founder and presi-
dent of Share Save Spend, consists of 
four one-hour sessions. This training 
helps you to become familiar with the 
program, and will cover session one of 
the program to give participants a feel 
for what it is all about.

#5 Transitional Formation in Par-
ishes - Ms. Kim Rowles - In periods 
of individual transition it is espe-
cially important to support and lead 
members in our communities to an 
intentional life with Christ, this ses-
sion will help outline a plan for indi-
vidual parishes dealing with middle 
to high school transition, high school 
to college transition, and couples to 
family transition.

#6 Let Us Pray - A Workshop on 
Corporate and Contemplative Prayer 
for the Laity and Clergy - The Rev. 

John R. Francis & The Rev. Laura 
Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B. - This ses-
sion will offer a practical introduc-
tion to contemplative prayer as well 
as an exploration of some of the 
tools the Book of Common Prayer 
gives us for daily worship.#7 - Evan-
gelism as Prayer and Faith Sharing - 
The Rev. Jane Bender, The Rev. Doug 
Moyer,  and Mrs. Carol Keane - The 
Unbinding the Gospel series doesn’t 
give answers as to how, when and 
where.  Come learn how many ways 
this lively resource can be tailored 
for your use.

Session II -- 1:15pm to 2:45pm

#8 Enabling Ministries: Forward 
Life Planning - Mr. Charlie Barebo - 
Develop your parish’s capabilities to 
deliver ministries by strengthening its 
approach to Forward Life Planning.

#9 Treasurers’ Workshop - Mr. 
Bruce Reiner -- This workshop will 
focus on cash receipts, cash disburse-
ments, internal controls, and audits.

#10 The Confirmation Conundrum 
- The Rev. Canon Anne Kitch - Ex-
plores the rite of Confirmation and 
the many questions it raises.  In-
cludes an overview of the history 
of Confirmation in the Episcopal 
Church and the theology of Confir-

mation as it is express in the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer.

#11 Health Ministries - Mrs. Diana 
Marshall - Health ministry plays a 
unique and critical role in facilitat-
ing the health of clergy, staff and 
congregations.  Health ministry 
looks different from congregation to 
congregation, reflecting the unique 
needs, interests, and resources of 
the faith community.

#12 Incorporating New members 
into the Episcopal Church - The Rev. 
Canon Andrew Gerns- The course 
will introduce a simple, easy-to-un-
derstand, process of incorporating 
new members into a congregation. 
It will also describe various kinds of 
visitors and newcomers and show 
how to integrate the worship and 
theology of the Episcopal Church 
into our evangelism.

#13 Training for Regional Discern-
ment Teams - Members of the Com-
mission on Ministry - This training 
session is designed to help both 
clergy and laity understand the pur-
pose and structure of regional dis-
cernment as practiced in the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem. 

Download the Diocesan Training 
Day brochure at www.diobeth.org.
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MARCH

Mar. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for 
April edition

Mar. 1: Clergy Day, Good Shepherd, 
Scranton 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Mar. 4: “An Evening in the Black 
Forest” Sauerbraten Dinner, St. 
George’s, Hellertown 6:00 to 8:00 
P.M. Tickets are $9.00 for adults, 
and $5.00 for children ages 10 and 
under. Please call the church office 
at 610-838-9355 to purchase tickets.

Mar. 5: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Clement’s 
and St. Peter’s, Wilkes-Barre

Mar. 6: Community Choral Con-
cert, Cathedral Classics, Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity, Bethle-
hem 4:00 P.M. Suggested donation 
$10.00. Choirs from Central Moravi-
an Church, Trinity Episcopal Church 
and the Cathedral.

Mar. 8: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 8: Shrove Tuesday Pancake, 
Sausage and Egg Dinner, Trin-
ity, West Pittston 3:30 to 7:00 P.M. 
Adults $6.00, Ages 10 and under 
$4.00. Please call the church office 
for tickets 570-654-3261.

Mar. 9: Ash Wednesday

Mar. 9: Organ Recital by Dale Grand-
field, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Mar. 10: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 10-13: Creating a Culture of 
Peace Training, Kirkridge, 6:30 P.M. 
Thursday to lunch on Sunday. Cost 
is $395. There are some scholarship 
monies available from the Peace Com-
mission. Please contact Barb Gessner, 
bgessner@verizon.net for details.

Mar. 11-13: The Gold Box: Discover 
the Treasure Within, Nativity, Beth-
lehem. Annual retreat for women 
featuring Deirdre Good, Professor of 
New Testament at General Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York. To regis-
ter, please download the form here. If 
you have questions, call Janet Kolepp 
at 484-241-1252 or The Rev. Canon 
Mariclair Partee at 610-865-072.

Mar. 12: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 12: Commission on Ministry Meet-
ing via Conference Call 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 13: Daylight Savings Time Ends

Mar. 13: Bishop Jack, St. Stephen’s, 
Whitehall

Mar. 13: Bishop Paul, St. Paul’s, Troy

Mar. 14: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Mar. 15: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ 
Towanda 4:00 P.M.

Mar. 15: Archdeacon Visit, Calvary, 
Tamaqua 6:00 P.M.

Mar. 16: Organ Recital by Gary Gar-
letts, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Mar. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2 & 4, St. 
Stephen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 19: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 20: Bishop Paul, Calvary, Tamaqua

Mar. 21: Lifelong Christian Forma-
tion Meeting, St. Luke’s, Lebanon 
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 22: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s, Sinking Spring 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 22: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity, 
Athens 6:00 P.M.

Mar. 23: Organ Recital by Kenneth 
Lowenberg, St. Stephen’s Pro-Ca-
thedral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Mar. 25 -27: Asset Mapping Week-
end with Luther Snow, Moravian 
Theological Seminary, Bethlehem. 
Held in conjunction with the Mora-
vian Church, Eastern District, North-
ern Province. 

Mar. 25: Incorporated Trustees, Na-
tivity, 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 26: NEPA Choral Society Chil-
dren and Youth Ensembles, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
7:00 P.M.

Mar. 27: Bishop Jack, St. Andrew’s, 
Alden

Mar. 28: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

Mar. 30: Organ Recital by Jane Bour-
dow, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

APRIL

Apr. 2: Training Day, St. Stephen’s, Wil-
kes-Barre. Registration will open online 
January 28th at www.diobeth.org 

Apr. 3: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Athens

Apr. 3: Concert Series, Trinity, 
Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Organists Dale 
Bonenberger and John Buckel will be 
performing.

Apr. 4: Standing Committee Meeting, 
Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 5: Deadline for May Diocesan Life

Apr. 5: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 5: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity, 
West Pittston 6:00 P.M.

Apr. 6: Organ Recital by Stephen 
Williams, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathe-
dral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Apr. 7: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 8-10: Christophany, Pocono Pla-
teau Retreat Center, Cresco, PA. Regis-
tration will open online February 4th 
at www.diobeth.org Questions? Con-
tact Kim Rowles, 610-751-3931

Apr. 9: Commission on Ministry Meet-
ing, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.

Apr. 9: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 

Diocese of Bethlehem
 www.diobeth.org
March 6:  Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit: The Rev. Craig Swee-
ney, Rector
Stewardship and the Steward-
ship Commission

March 13: Prince of Peace, Dal-
las and Trinity, West Pittston: 
The Rev. John Major, Rector

March 20: St. Gabriel’s, Dou-
glassville: The Rev. Joanna 
Graham, Interim; The Rev. 
Donna Jean Kiessling, Associ-
ate Priest; and The Rev. Sally 
Bosler, Deacon

March 27: St. James’, Drifton 
and St. Peter’s, Hazleton: The 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk, Rector and 
The Rev. Marion Meiss, Deacon

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
March 6: Yangon and Myanmar: 
The Most. Rev. Stephen Than 
Myint Oo, Archbishop and The 
Rt. Rev. Joseph Than Pe, Suffra-
gan Bishop of Yangon

March 13: Minna, Nigeria: The 
Rt. Rev. Daniel Abu Yisa

March 20: Mombasa, Kenya: The 
Re. Rev. Julius Robert Katio Kalu 
and The Rt. Rev. Lawrence Dena

March 27: Mount Kenya, Kenya: 
The Rt. Rev. Isaac Nganga (Cen-
tral); The Rt.  Rev. Allen Macharia 
Waithaka, Suffragan Bishop of 
Mount Kenya (Central); The Rt. 
Rev. Timothy Ranje (South); and 
The Rt. Rev. Joseph M. Kagunda 
(West)

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
March 6: Kigwo: Deacon Abra-
ham Banga Moji
Bishop Anthony Poggo, Bishop 
of Kajo Keji, Sudan

March 13: St. John’s, Lukura: 
The Rev. David Duku and Dea-
con Silivian Kiden
Bishop’s Staff

March 20: St. Peter’s, Limi: The 
Rev. Moses Logiron
Romoggi Secondary School: The 
Rev. Eluzai Loboka and Com-
mittee

March 27: St. Philip’s, Wudu 
Town: The Rev. Sadaraka Muni 
and Deacon Kwoji Sam
Mother’s Union: Jane Poggo, 
The Rev. Mary Basa and the 
Rev. Silivian Kiden

Hazleton 10:00 A.M.

Apr. 10: Bishop Paul, Trinity, West 
Pittston

Apr. 10: Gone with the Wizard, Ca-
thedral Classics, Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Suggested donation $10.00. Cathe-
dral players fuse Scarlett O’Hara and 
Dorothy for an interesting journey.

Apr. 11: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Apr. 12: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 14: Chrism Mass, Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem, 11:00 A.M.

Apr. 14: Deacons’ Meeting, Dioc-
esan House, Bethlehem 2:15 P.M.

Apr. 15: Concert by the Choral Arts 
of Luzerne County, Mozart’s Re-
quiem, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 7:30 P.M.

Apr. 16: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.

Apr. 17: Palm Sunday

Apr. 17: Bishop Paul, Grace, Allentown

Apr. 19: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ 
Towanda 4:00 P.M.

Apr. 20: Organ Recital by Richard 
Spotts, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Apr. 21: Maundy Thursday

Apr. 21: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Beth-
lehem

Apr. 22: Good Friday

Apr. 22: Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre

Apr. 23: Bishop Jack, Christ, Reading

Apr. 23: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Easton

Apr. 24: Easter

Apr. 24: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Beth-
lehem

Apr. 25: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

MAY

May 1: Concert by Wilkes University 
Choirs, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre 3:00 P.M.

May 3: Diocesan Life deadline for 
June edition

May 3: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

May 3: Archdeacon Visit, Epiphany, 
Clarks Summit 6:00 P.M.

May 5-8: Icon Workshop, Nativity, 
Bethlehem. Led by Fr. Peter Pear-
son. Cost is $175. Deposits are due 
by April 5th. For more information, 
please contact the Rev. Mariclair 
Partee at 610-865-0727 or email her 
at mpartee@nativitycathedral.org. 

May 5: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

May 7: Commission on Ministry Meet-
ing, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.



The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
told those who participated in the 
Civil Rights Movement that “Peace is 
not the absence of conflict but the 
presence of justice”. The prophet 
Micah told the Israelites that in or-
der to please the Lord, they must:  do 
justice, and love kindness and walk 
humbly with your God. (Micah 6:8). 

For our Christophany 2011, we are 
learning how to do justice, love kind-
ness and walk with one another as 
members of the body of Christ.  For 
the first time in three years the re-
treat will be in the diocese at Pocono 
Plateau Retreat Center in Cresco. 
Cost is $100.00 for youth in grades 
6-12 and $50.00 for adult chap-
erones who have completed their 
Safeguarding God’s Children Train-
ing and who are out of high school 
at least five years.  

Christophany 2011: non-violent response
BY KIM ROWLES We will be learning how to “do” 

justice, with the help of a curricu-
lum from Paul Kivel’s non-violence 
training “Making the Peace” con-
sisting of sessions on ageism, sex-
ism, homophobia and self-abuse.  
Our young people face these diffi-
cult-to-discuss topics every day. As 
Christians we are often asked what 
to do about systemic violence. This 
weekend will to touch on how we 
can respond when we are victims of, 
witnesses to, or feel the urge to per-
petrate violence against our neigh-
bors or ourselves.  

We will also be responding to the 
needs of survivors of violence.  Our 
collection of personal hygiene prod-
ucts was so successful in 2010, that 
this year our goal is to collect items 
from at least half of the parishes to 
make 600 kits. Each kit will have 
socks, underwear (shirt and bot-
toms), kids will get a small toy and 

adults will get gift cards for needed 
items. The kits are intended for those 
being released from prison, and also 
to those in need at local shelters. 
This collection responds to our charge 
to love kindness, being kind to the 
stranger and prisoner, as mandated 
by Jesus in Matthew’s gospel. 

Finally, this weekend isn’t all 
about training, or responding to 
need; there will be free time for 
games, crafts, music and the ROPES 
COURSE. The middle school and 
high school students will be split for 
two different levels of difficulty.  Ev-
eryone will have a chance to hang 
out high above the ground in the 
hopefully warm spring air.  

As always we will be spending time 
in worship, fellowship and fun. Fran 
McKendree will be joining us to lead 
the music for the weekend.  We have 
an excellent staff of youth, young-
at-heart adults and recently retired 

Fr. Calvin Adams who will serve as 
our Spiritual Director for the week-
end. If you are interested in attend-
ing or want more information please 
visit the Diocesan Youth page, con-
tact Kim Rowles Youth Missioner or 
register for the weekend at www.
diobeth.org.

BY KIM ROWLES BY KIM ROWLES
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“I really enjoyed meeting new peo-
ple from the diocese and finally hav-
ing an opportunity to see the cathe-
dral; I loved the vertical tour and the 
pilgrimage event; the Eucharist was 
very moving (but I may have enjoyed 
it even more if it weren’t celebrated 
so late).”

“I think it was awesome and I had a 
great time and it was lots of fun.”

“It was amazing.. Thank You”

“Wow! This trip was fantastic!”

“I thought it was a very good week-
end. The only thing I would change is 
perhaps adding more time to the Me-
dallion Walk to allow more time for 
interaction.”

Nightwatch in New York
For the 15th year the bishop hosted 

the annual day with youth.  There were 
75 youth and 24 adults who attended 
Nightwatch at the Cathedral of St. John 
the Divine in Manhattan. The evening 
was spent on a spiritual pilgrimage 
consisting of hearing the organ demon-
stration, Medallion Walk, and Midnight 
Eucharist. On Saturday, about 75 peo-
ple went on vertical tours while the rest 
viewed the windows.  Lunch was at one 
of four restaurants: Dave and Busters, 
Hard Rock Café, Mars 2112, and Ellen’s 
Starlight Diner.  It was quite an adven-
ture, and many are looking forward to 
next years’ day already. Many enjoyed 
spending time with Bishop Paul and 
were surprised to learn about his love 
of organs.  

“had a great time with all of you the 
Vocare weekend, and really appreci-
ated the new friendships as well as 
reconnecting with the older.

“Definitely blessed.”

“Wonderful weekend. It was just 
what I needed to regain my relation-
ship with Christ and get me on the 
right path to discern my place in the 
world”

From January 7-10 young adults 
from the Diocese of Bethlehem 
joined together in a time of discern-
ment, biblical storytelling and listen-
ing.  A team of five staff coordinated 

a weekend juggled between the Best 
Western, St. Francis Retreat Center 
and Trinity Church, Bethlehem. De-
spite some slippery winter weather 
we were able to have a very produc-
tive weekend which included fellow-
ship, worship and fun. Many thanks 
to the diocese for their support of our 
first ever young adult weekend. In the 
spring we will have a reunion picnic 
for Young Adult Ministry which we are 
affectionately calling the YAM JAM. 
Keep your eyes peeled for flyers and 
information about this celebration of 
young adult ministry in the Diocese of 
the Bethlehem.

Vocare #1

photo by KiM rowLes

Participants in the first every Young Adult ministry event, Vocare, gather around the table for an 
exercise in visual discernment.

photo by wAyNe sherrer

Learning music prior to the Nightwatch service at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. The sold out 
trip  was a huge success for this year’s Bishop’s Day with Youth.


