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Bethlehem Diocesan Life
Free dental clinic serves those of Wilkes-Barre

A	few	weeks	ago	there	was	a	quiet	celebration	at	St.	Ste-
phen’s	Pro-cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre	as	the	region’s	only	free	
dental	clinic	opened.	 	Complete	with	a	 state-of-the-art	x-
ray	machine,	dental	chair,	and	all	the	accessories,	the	den-
tal	 clinic	 is	 an	 ecumenical	 venture	 with	 Good	 Shepherd	
Evangelical	Lutheran,	St.	Nicholas’	Roman	Catholic,	 and	
St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral.		Though	the	dental	clinic	of-
fers	only	extractions	and	fi	llings,	the	waiting	list	is	fi	lled	for	
the	remainder	of	 the	year.	 	With	only	one	volunteer	den-
tist	at	present,	the	clinic	sees	6-8	patients	each	week.		The	
Health	and	Dental	Clinic	director	is	Lois	Meyers,	a	member	
at	Good	Shepherd	Lutheran.		Fr.	Daniel	Gunn	nominated	
Lois	for	the	Distinguished	Community	Service	Award	from	
the	Wyoming	Valley	 Interfaith	Council.	 	She	will	 receive	
the	award	later	this	year.		With	the	Health	and	Dental	Clin-
ic	operational,	 plans	 are	 already	underway	 to	 renovate	 an	
unused	kitchen	 space	 to	expand	 the	 free	pharmacy	which	
is	staffed	by	volunteers	and	Pharmacists	 from	Wilkes	Uni-
versity.

[The Rev. Daniel Gunn is the Rector of St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre. He is seen here with The Rev. Christine Sutton in the new 
dental clinic space at St. Stephen’s.]

By dAnieL Gunn

Diobeth in Cyberspace
Did	you	know	we	had	a	Facebook	page?	Did	you	know	we	

have	a	group	page	on	LinkedIn?	Did	you	know	we	have	a	
Twitter	account?	Did	you	know	we	have	a	photostream	for	
events	on	Flickr?	Most	people	know	we	have	a	web	site,	but	
did	you	know	we	have	a	news	blog	and	an	evangelism	blog?	
Did	you	know	we	have	a	YouTube	channel	and	we	also	have	
an	audioblog?	Did	you	know	you	could	donate	to	your	parish	
or	to	New	Hope	online?

These	 are	 just	 some	 of	 the	 ways	 we	 are	 now	 communi-
cating	with	members	of	the	diocese.	We	also	have	quite	a	
number	of	 electronic	newsletters	on	a	variety	of	 topics	 to	
which	you	can	subscribe	via	our	web	site:	www.diobeth.org.	
Just	enter	your	name	and	email	in	the	“Get	Connected”	box	
to	get	started.	As	we	move	forward	into	the	twenty-fi	rst	cen-
tury	we	want	to	make	sure	we	are	providing	you	a	variety	of	
convenient	ways	to	fi	nd	information.	If	you	have	a	sugges-
tion	on	how	we	might	improve	our	communication	strategy,	
please	let	us	know.

If	your	parish	doesn’t	have	an	online	presence,	or	 if	you	
are	 interested	 in	 learning	more	 about	online	 communica-
tion,	consider	coming	to	the	Communication	Workshop	on	
June	26th	from	8:30	a.m.	to	3:00	p.m.	where	you	can	learn	
about	 communication	 as	 ministry,	 electronic	 newsletters,	
print	 publication,	 social	 networking	 with	 Facebook	 and	
Twitter	as	well	as	blogging.	Cost	is	only	$10.00	and	includes	
lunch.	Please	see	the	fl	yer	on	the	back	page.	We	hope	to	see	
you	there!



Jesus,	like	his	contemporaries,	attended	
many	meals	 that	were	public	events.	He	
frequently	taught	at	those	meals.	He	also	
was	notorious	for	sharing	other	meals	with	
the	marginalized:	“this	man	receives	sin-
ners	and	eats	with	them.”	His	hospitality	
was	in	this	sense	without	limit.

Jesus	 also	 drew	 apart	 with	 his	 disci-
ples.	The	Last	Supper	was	a	moment	of	
such	intimacy.	John’s	gospel	emphasizes	
the	 commandment	 to	 deal	 with	 Jesus’	
departure	 by	 loving	 each	 other	 in	 the	
community.	The	other	three	gospels	re-
call	the	meal	Jesus	gave	to	bind	his	dis-
ciples	to	himself	and	each	other.

Until	 recently,	 Christians	 have	 not	
felt	 smarter	 than	 Jesus,	 and	 have	 re-
spected	 his	 example	 of	 maintaining	
both	outreach	and	inreach.	Where	once	
there	 was	 solidarity	 in	 understanding	
the	 eucharist	 as	 that	 which	 binds	 be-
lievers	to	their	Lord	and	one	another,	it	
is	 now	 occasionally	 seen	 as	 a	 “tool”	 of	
evangelism	or	hospitality.	

To	resist	the	trend	and	maintain	that	
this	 is	 a	 matter	 of	 theology	 and	 pasto-
ral	 care	 rather	 than	 public	 relations	
and	hospitality	is	to	open	oneself	to	the	
charge	 of	 exclusivity.	 In	 our	 neurotic	
age,	 being	 charged	 with	 exclusivity	 is	
like	being	charged	with	sexual	or	fi	nan-
cial	misconduct.	To	a	 large	extent,	 the	
charge	is	the	conviction.	

But	that	is	not	the	case	at	all.	In	fact,	

secular	 anthropologists	 classify	 the	 eu-
charist	as	a	“meal	of	inclusion,”	an	event	
testifying	to	and	strengthening	the	iden-
tity	and	unity	of	the	participants.	

What	has	 changed	 is	 the	people	 in	
the	room.	Our	world’s	default	position	
is	no	longer	Christianity,	so	there	are	
likely	to	be	non-believers	and	believ-
ers	not	yet	baptized.	We	thus	have	to	
ask	a	question	again	that	has	not	been	
asked	 for	 most	 of	 Christian	 history:	
just	what	is	the	relationship	of	baptism	
and	 eucharist	 that	 one	 comes	 before	
the	 other?	 	 When	 we	 have	 reminded	
ourselves	of	the	answer,	we	can	wrestle	
with	questions	of	evangelistic	strategy.

The	 key	 theological	 concept	 is	 not	
baptism	itself	or	eucharist	itself—if	that	
were	 the	 case,	 either	 sacrament	 would	
be	 reduced	 to	 the	 status	 of	 a	 thing,	 a	
piece	 of	 property.	 Instead,	 the	 prayer	
book	teaches	that	becoming	a	Christian	
is	 a	 life-long	 process	 (p.	 412)	 of	 rela-
tionship	 with	 Christ.	 The	 sacramental	
aspect	 of	 that	 process	 is	 called	 “Chris-
tian	 Initiation.”	 Initiation	 here	 means	
just	 what	 it	 sound	 like,	 the	 process	 of	
becoming	someone	you	were	not.

Sacraments	 are	 actions,	 not	 things.	
Thus,	the	core	moment	of	Christian	Ini-
tiation	is	baptism,	when	“God	adopts	us	
as	his	children	and	makes	us	members	of	
Christ’s	Body,	the	Church.”	(p.	858)	It	is	
within	that	baptismal	relationship	to	Je-
sus	that	eucharist	happens—as	the	con-
tinuation	of	the	baptismal	experience.

This	 is	 precisely	 how	 the	 earliest	
Christian	witness	to	our	worship	life	ex-
plained	it.	The	fi	rst	lay	person	we	know	
about	who	described	the	Sunday	service	
in	 writing	 was	 Justin	 Martyr,	 writing	
about	50	years	after	the	New	Testament.	

Describing	the	eucharist,	he	wrote:
“No	one	may	share	 the	Eucharist	with	

us	unless	he	believes	that	what	we	teach	is	
true,	unless	he	is	washed	in	the	regenerat-
ing	waters	of	baptism	for	the	remission	of	
his	sins,	and	unless	he	lives	in	accordance	
with	the	principles	given	us	by	Christ.

“We	 do	 not	 consume	 the	 eucharistic	
bread	and	wine	as	if	it	were	ordinary	food	
and	drink,	for	we	have	been	taught	that	as	
Jesus	Christ	our	Savior	became	a	man	of	
fl	esh	and	blood	by	the	power	of	the	Word	
of	God,	so	also	the	food	that	our	fl	esh	and	
blood	 assimilates	 for	 its	 nourishment	 be-
comes	the	fl	esh	and	blood	of	the	incarnate	
Jesus	by	the	power	of	his	own	words	con-
tained	in	the	prayer	of	thanksgiving.”

From	a	contemporary	point	of	view,	it	
would	have	helped	if	Justin	had	put	the	
second	paragraph	fi	rst.	If	it	were	not	for	
the	 fact	 that	 the	 sacraments	 are	 occa-
sions	where	Christ	acts,	here	giving	his	
very	self,	it	really	would	not	matter	who	
received.	 Saint	 Paul	 took	 the	 realism	
factor	 in	 the	eucharist	 so	 seriously	 that	
he	 warned	 the	 Corinthians	 that	 they	
endangered	their	health	if	they	profaned	
the	sacrament—or	their	relationships.

I	do	not	suggest	that.	I	do	maintain	that	
celebrating	 the	 eucharistic	 sacrifi	ce	 and	
receiving	communion	are	parts	of	a	con-
tinuing	relationship.	That	pair	of	actions	
grows	 from	 and	 deepens	 the	 baptismal	
union	with	Christ.	It	is	an	act	of	intimacy	
for	those	who	are	already	committed—just	
like	some	of	us	still	say	about	sex.	Just	as	
sex	should	not	be	a	dating	technique,	com-
munion	is	not	an	act	of	spiritual	explora-
tion	for	those	who	are	sampling	religious	
experience.	 Both	 have	 a	 more	 sacred—
and	delightful—purpose.

But,	what	about	fellowship	and	hospital-

ity?	We	call	that	coffee	hour,	seeker	events,	
or	the	parish	dinner,	and	it	is	indeed	very	
important	 that	 people	 can	 connect	 at	
these	moments	as	part	of	their	church	re-
lationship.	Again,	this	was	the	point	Paul	
had	to	make	to	the	Corinthians.	

“Religion”	 aside,	 a	 part	 of	 our	 con-
tribution	 to	 a	 confused	 and	 frustrated	
world	may	be	exactly	how	and	when	we	
point	out	that	at	any	given	moment	not	
everything	is	for	everybody.	It	may	be	a	
gift	 to	 our	 culture	 to	 provide	 an	 expe-
rience	 for	 people	 where	 relationship	 is	
prepared	 for	 rather	 then	 seized,	 where	
grace	is	a	gift	to	be	appropriated	rather	
an	entitlement	to	be	grasped.	It	is	good	
for	our	clergy	to	remember	that	they	are	
stewards	 rather	 than	 proprietors	 of	 the	
mysteries.	There	is	then,	much	more	at	
stake	here	than	an	argument	over	rules.

And	that	is	before	getting	to	the	good	
part.

Baptism: Wall or doorway?
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By BiShoP PAuL V. mArShALL

A  S.P.A.R.K. of hope with new ministry at Christ Church, Reading
By heAther BoGGS, director of S.P.A.r.K.

Three	years	ago	Christ	Church,	Read-
ing	 started	 a	 new	 community	 outreach	
program	 called	 Support	 for	 Parents	
and	 Activities	 &	 Resources	 for	 Kids	
(S.P.A.R.K.)	f	S.P.A.R.K.	was	created	to	
bring	 parents	 and	 children	 together	 in	
order	to	help	families	learn	about	creat-
ing	a	safe,	loving,	nurturing	environment	
for	 children.	 	 Each	 week,	 on	 Tuesday	
and	Thursday	mornings,	this	community	
comes	 together	 to	 share	 their	 stories,	
to	eat	together,	to	play	together,	and	to	
learn	together.		

The	 needs	 of	 the	 population	 served	
are	 great	 and	 varied.	 	 Issues	 facing	 the	
families	that	participate	in	our	program	
are;	unemployment,	hunger,	abuse,	 fail-

ure	to	fi	nish	school	or	get	a	GED,	teen	
pregnancy,	 language	barriers,	no	health	
coverage,	untreated	mental	health	prob-
lems,	 	and	a	sense	of	being	“stuck”	and	
unable	 to	 fi	nd	 a	 better	 way.	 	 For	 these	
families,	 it	 is	a	constant	 struggle	 to	put	
food	on	 the	 table,	 pay	 the	 rent	or	 pro-
vide	their	children	with	the	things	they	
need	 to	 grow,	 such	 as	 clothing,	 shoes,	
books	and	toys.

Children	 at	 S.P.A.R.K	 have	 a	 safe	
place	 to	 play.	 	 They	 paint,	 play	 with	
play	 dough,	 ride	 bikes,	 play	 	 with	 the	
trains,	trucks,	dolls,	kitchen	and	blocks.	
S.P.A.R.K.	 gives	 books	 to	 the	 children	
and	also	has	a	lending	library.		S.P.A.R.K.	
has	 been	 able	 to	 provide	 specialty	 pro-
gramming	 and	 new	 equipment	 through	
the	support	of	Talbot	Hall	grants.

Parents	 at	S.P.A.R.K.	 receive	parent-
ing		information	on	issues	such	as	school	
readiness,	 discipline,	 healthy	 develop-
ment,	 and	 nutrition.	 	 Resident	 physi-
cians	 from	 St.	 Joseph’s	 Hospital	 come	
in	 to	answer	health	questions	and	con-
cerns	 and	 to	 do	 some	 brief	 exams,	 all	
free	of	charge.		S.P.A.R.K.	also	connects	
parents	 with	 other	 agencies	 in	 the	 city	
that	help	with	English	classes,	parenting	
classes,	health	care,	mental	health	refer-
rals,	early	child	hood	 intervention/edu-
cation	and	heating	assistance.		Donated	
clothing	items	to	the	families	that	need	
them	is	another	part	of	the	program.

Thanks	to	a	New	Hope	Grant	we	now	
have	the	S.P.A.R.K.	Good	Nutrition	and	
Meal	Planning	Ministry.		What	a	bless-
ing	this	has	been!		Hunger	is	an	issue	that	

faces	all	of	the	families	 in	the	program.		
Even	though	many	receive	 food	stamps	
or	 are	 enrolled	 in	 WIC,	 there	 are	 sim-
ply	not	enough	resources	to	meet	these	
families’	food	needs.		They	are	forced	to	
choose	between	buying	food,	paying	their	
utility	 bills,	 picking	 up	 their	 prescrip-
tions,	buying	clothing	for	their	growing	
children,	or	going	to	the	doctor.	Under	
the	Good	Nutrition	and	Meal	Planning	
Ministry,	program	coordinators	sit	down	
with	each	family	to	fi	nd	out	food	needs	
and	their	current	situation.		We	provide	
information	about	nutrition	for	toddlers	
and	 preschoolers,	 expectant	 mothers	
and	adults.		We	discuss	portion	size,	the	
food	 pyramid,	 and	 the	 importance	 of	
whole	grains,	fruits	and	vegetables.		Co-
ordinators	also	teach	participants	about	
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By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGfeLLow

In	the	First	Lesson	at	Morning	Prayer	
on	May	4	we	read:	“When	he	has	finished	
atoning	for	the	holy	place	and	the	tent	
of	meeting	and	the	altar,	he	shall	present	
the	live	goat.		Then	Aaron	shall	lay	both	
his	hands	on	the	head	of	 the	 live	goat,	
and	 confess	 over	 it	 all	 the	 iniquities	 of	
the	people	of	Israel,	and	all	their	trans-
gression,	all	their	sins,	putting	them	on	
the	head	of	the	goat,	and	sending	it	away	
into	the	wilderness	by	means	of	someone	
designated	 for	 the	task.	 	The	goat	shall	
bear	on	itself	all	their	iniquities	to	a	bar-
ren	region;	and	the	goat	shall	be	set	free	
in	the	wilderness”	(Leviticus	16:20-22).

My	 first	 encounter	 with	 this	 se-
lection	 of	 holy	 Scripture	 was	 not	 in	
church	or	in	Sunday	School;	it	was	in	
a	Shakespeare	class	when	the	play	dis-
cussed	 was	 The	 Merchant	 of	 Venice.		
The	 professor’s	 object	 in	 introducing	
us	to	the	Biblical	source	for	scapegoats	
was	to	say	that	Shakespeare’s	intention	
was	to	make	of	Shylock	a	scapegoat	on	
whose	 head	 had	 been	 placed	 “all	 the	

iniquities	of	the	people”	of	Venice	be-
fore	 he	 was	 banished	 to	 compulsory	
baptism.	 	 For	 many	 reasons,	 the	 pro-
fessor	said,	this	intended	effect	did	not	
“work”:	“all	the	iniquities”	of	the	Ve-
netians	did	not	fit	or	properly	belong	
on	his	head,	and	we,	probably	like	the	
Elizabethans,	 have	 a	 question	 or	 two	
when	 the	 subject	 turns	 to	 baptism	
against	one’s	will.

Over	the	years	when	I	have	read	this	
chapter	 from	 Leviticus,	 I	 have	 under-
stood	that	in	the	confession	of	iniquities	
upon	the	scapegoat	and	its	banishment	
to	the	wilderness	we	have	a	ritual,	a	for-
mal	action,	established	to	 remove	sins.		
And	less	formally	we	have	pointing	the	
finger,	a	fairly	common	human	behavior	
or	defense.		We	sinful	human	beings	like	
to	evade	the	responsibility	of	our	words	
and	actions.		And	in	evading	them,	we	
put	 them	on	the	head	of	 someone	else	
before	sending	her	or	him	to	the	wilder-
ness.	 	We	feel	better	when	do	this;	our	
suffering	for	a	time	is	alleviated;	and	we	
believe	that	we	are	better	for	having	dis-
charged	our	iniquities.

The	bond	(truly	a	“collateralized	debt	
obligation”)	 that	Shylock	accepts	 from	
Antonio	 provides	 the	 money	 Bassanio	
needs	 to	woo	and	 to	win	Portia.	 	And	
when	Antonio’s	ventures	fail	to	pay	the	
debt	 obligation,	 Shylock	 calls	 for	 the	
collateral,	 a	 pound	 of	 Antonio’s	 flesh.		
While	 an	 exigent	 demand,	 it	 fairly	
expresses	 the	 term	 of	 the	 bond	 and	 it	
hardly	 answers	 or	 measures	 “all	 of	 the	
iniquities”	of	Venice.	 	 If	 the	Venetians	
feel	better,	or,	rather,	if	on	stage	they	ap-
pear	to	feel	better	for	pointing	the	finger	
at	Shylock,	should	they	feel	better?		Do	
they	have	cause	 to	 feel	better?	 	Do	we	
ever	have	cause	to	feel	better	for	trans-
ferring	 our	 responsibility,	 our	 debt	 ser-
vice,	if	you	will,	to	someone	else?

As	 I	 write,	 we	 have	 a	 disastrous	 oil	
spill	gushing	uncontrollably	in	the	Gulf	
of	 Mexico	 and	 an	 economy	 sputtering	
to	recover	 from	the	sale	of	bonds	writ-
ten	 upon	 the	 collateral	 of	 disastrous	
subprime	 mortgages.	 	 We	 may	 very	
well	 feel	 better	 for	 pointing	 the	 finger	
at	 petroleum	 companies,	 drilling	 rigs,	
investment	 bankers,	 and	 bond	 traders,	

but	 should	 we	 feel	 better	 for	 this	 ex-
ercise?	 	 I	 am	 doubtful,	 for	 the	 Com-
munity	we	belong	 to	begins	not	with	
them	but	with	us.		Let’s	discharge	our	
own	iniquities	before	we	demand	they	
discharge	 theirs.	 	 If	 change	 is	 neces-
sary,	let’s	begin	it	with	someone	whom	
we	know	we	can	change.

Education For Ministry: Opportunity knocks and waits at the door
By diAne KrueGer

Opportunity	 knocks	 and	 waits	 at	 the	
door	for	you	to	turn	the	knob.	There	are	
more	doors,	knobs,	and	ways	to	turn	them	
than	we	can	begin	to	imagine.	Each	way	
brings	its	own	richness,	giving	and	receiv-
ing	 its	 own	glimpse	of	 the	kingdom.	We	
worship	a	loving	God	of	abundance!

People	 of	 faith	 face	 the	 difficult	 and	
often	subtle	task	of	interpreting	the	rich-
ness	of	the	church’s	teachings	in	a	com-
plex	 and	 confusing	 world.	 We	 need	 a	
theological	 education	 that	 supports	our	
faith	 and	 also	 trains	 us	 to	 express	 that	
faith	in	day	to	day	events.	Many	people	
think	 that	one	must	be	ordained	 in	or-
der	 to	 be	 a	 “minister.”	 The	 fact	 is	 that	
all	 baptized	 Christians	 are	 called	 to	 be	

active	participants	in	the	church’s	to-
tal	ministry.	 In	coming	 to	 terms	with	
the	notion	that	everything	we	do	has	
potential	 for	 manifesting	 the	 love	 of	
Christ,	 we	 discover	 that	 our	 ministry	
is	 at	 hand	 wherever	 and	 however	 we	
turn	the	knob.	

Education	 for	 Ministry	 (EFM)	 is	 an	
extension	program	of	the	School	of	The-
ology,	 of	 the	 University	 of	 the	 South,	
Sewanee,	 Tennessee.	 The	 program	
began	 with	 a	 vision	 of	 enrolling	 a	 few	
hundred	 students.	 Within	 a	 few	 years	
it	 developed	 into	 a	 program	 reaching	
several	 thousand,	 with	 groups	 around	
the	world.	Current	numbers	show	con-
tinued	multiple	worldwide	growth.	We	
have	an	impressive	number	of	graduates	
within	 our	 own	 diocese	 and	 currently	

have	several	groups	meeting	in	addition	
to	an	online	group.

If	all	this	sounds	profoundly	serious,	it	
is	but	let	me	share	that	we	have	fun.	We	
use	 symbolism	 and	 metaphors	 to	 make	
the	 abstract	 more	 concrete	 and	 some-
times	 these	 can	 be	 very	 humorous.	 We	
create	 community	 with	 arms	 that	 em-
brace	all	thoughts	with	respect,	warmth	
and	love.	We	go	forth	through	the	door	
into	 our	 world	 having	 better	 insights	
about	our	own	theology	and	how	to	turn	
that	knob	bringing	a	glimpse	of	the	king-
dom	 into	 the	 world	 we	 know	 and	 live.	
This	kingdom	is	full	of	the	glory	of	God	
that	 exceeds	 all	 understanding	 and	 yet	
requires	our	participation.	

After	reflecting	on	this	scripture	…

Isaiah 40:3-4 

A voice of one calling:

In the desert prepare the way for the 
Lord:

Make straight in the wilderness

   A highway for our God.

Every valley shall be raised up,

   Every mountain and hill made low

The rough ground shall become level,

   The rugged place a plain.

…	 the	 following	 Collect	 was	 created	
by	an	EFM	group:

Dear God, You are ever present in 
the valleys and on the mountains. You 
level the playing field. We are called 
to invite You into the highs and lows 
of our lives and walk together in com-
munity. We pray all of this with the 
belief that our paths may be made 
straight and our life and faith may be 
made more seamless so that we may 
serve You and be Christ to others in 
Your world.	Amen

EFM	 is	 like	 shopping	 at	 Wegman’s.	
There	is	so	much	to	choose	from,	but	if	
you	look	long	enough	you	find	the	brand	
that	is	right	for	you.	It	jumps	off	the	shelf	
into	your	cart	(heart!)

We	are	looking	for	participants	for	this	
coming	fall.	Students	commit	one	year	at	a	
time	for	this	four-year	study.	Please	contact	
an	EFM	mentor	for	further	information.

Some	 EFM	 mentors	 are	 Canon	 Lexa	
Shallcross	 (610-967-1450),	 Cathy	 Bai-
ley	 (610-261-	 1106),	 Jeff	 Bernardino	
(610-559-9735),	 Jenifer	 Gamber	 (610-
419-0329),	 Janet	 Kolepp	 (610-954-
9582),	 Diane	 Krueger	 (610-336-0412),	
and	Beth	Vorosmarti	(610-789-7729).

A  S.P.A.R.K. of hope (continued from page 2)
stretching	 food	 dollars	 and	 maximizing	
savings.	 S.P.A.R.K.	 Then	 sends	 	 home		
food	 to	help	 feed	 the	 family.	 	Provided	
items	include		whole	wheat	pasta,	brown	
rice,	 canned	 fruit	 packed	 in	 fruit	 juice	
instead	of	 syrup,	 vegetables,	 canola	 oil,	
100%	fruit	juice	and	healthy	snack	foods	
like	 graham	 crackers	 and	 raisins.	 	 The	
program	 also	 helps	 with	 transportation	
needs	if	families	are	unable	to	get	to	an	
affordable	grocery	 store	and	are	 limited	
to	 the	 “over-priced/under-stocked”	 cor-
ner	store.

Reading	is	a	city	facing	extreme	pover-
ty	and	many	neighborhoods	are	not	safe	
places	 to	 raise	 a	 family.	 	At	S.P.A.R.K.	
we	 are	 working	 to	 heal	 an	 ailing	 com-
munity	by	providing	a	safe	refuge,	a	fun	
and	educational	place	for	children,	and	
resources	 such	 as	 the	 S.P.A.R.K.	 Good	
Nutrition	 and	 Meal	 Planning	 Ministry.		
None	of	this	would	be	possible	without	
the	 generous	 and	 continued	 support	 of	
the	 parish,	 vestry	 and	 rector	 of	 Christ	
Church	and	 the	wonderful	 funding	op-
portunities	 that	 the	 New	 Hope	 Cam-
paign	and	Talbot	Hall	Grants	provide.

Craft time at S.P.A.R.K. Photo courtesy of Heather Boggs, Director of S.P.A.R.K.



Do you care enough to ask?
By chArLie BAreBo

You	really	care	about	 things.	 In	 fact,	
you	care	about	them	so	much	that	you	
would	 like	 them	 to	 continue,	 develop,	
and	thrive	after	you	are	gone.	You	want	
to	 make	 sure	 that	 they	 are	 around	 for	
the	 future.	That	 is	why	we	 fund	 future	
ministries	 by	 making	 planned	 gifts	 –	
gifts	 we	 thought	 about	 ahead	 of	 time,	
and	planned	for,	so	that	they	will	make	
a	 difference	 in	 the	 future.	 In	 this	 way	
the	 churches	 and	 ministries	 we	 love	
and	 care	 about	 will	 continue,	 grow,	
develop,	 and	 thrive	 long	after	we	are	
gone.	We	have	all	rested	in	the	shade	
of	trees	planted	by	others.

In	 the	 USA,	 over	 90%	 of	 the	 gifts	
made	 to	 religious	 organizations	 are	
channeled	 through	 wills.	 Surprisingly,	
less	 than	 half	 of	 all	 Americans	 have	

made	a	will.	More	surprising	is	the	fact	
that	 roughly	 two	 thirds	 of	 Episcopa-
lians	 who	 have	 wills	 have	 not	 made	
provisions	 for	 the	 church	 in	 their	
wills.	When	asked	why	they	responded	
simply,	“We	have	not	been	asked.”	

From	 both	 pastoral	 and	 stewardship	
perspectives,	 we	 are	 called	 to	 ask	 our-
selves,	and	as	a	parish	called	to	see	that	
every	 parishioner	 is	 asked	 to	 support	
Christ’s	 work	 on	 earth.	 Many	 imagine	
asking	 someone	 for	 a	 bequest	 to	 the	
church	or	diocese	in	their	will	to	be	an	
awkward,	 almost	 clumsy	 proposition.	
Just	the	opposite	is	true.	If	done	correct-
ly,	it	is	a	grace-filled	conversation	where	
we	ask	our	neighbor	to	bear	witness	 to	
their	faith	and	love	for	Christ,	to	speak	
with	 passion	 about	 ministry	 that	 they	
love	and	that	is	important	to	them.	This	
usually	leads	to	a	deepening	of	that	indi-

vidual’s	faith	through	self	reflection	and	
articulation	of	 their	 faith.	 I	have	 found	
that	 if	 I	 have	 these	 conversations	 in	 a	
prayerful	way,	we	are	joined	by	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	we	share	an	experience	that	is	
highly	motivational	for	all.

Over	40%	of	 the	churches	who	have	
invested	 in	 the	 Diocesan	 Investment	
Trust	 are	 currently	 withdrawing	 prin-
ciple	 and	 income	 to	 pay	 for	 operating	
expenses.	 If	 that	 is	 the	case,	what	must	
we	 do	 to	 insure	 that	 we	 leave	 healthy	
parishes	 for	 future	 generations?	 God	
teaches	 us	 to	 be	 generous.	 Part	 of	 the	
reason	that	congregations	exist	today	is	
because	 those	 in	 past	 generations	 gave	
of	their	time,	talent,	and	treasure	so	that	
churches	could	be	built,	clergy	could	be	
hired,	and	the	ministries	of	their	congre-
gations	 could	be	 sustained.	 In	 the	Dio-
cese	 of	 Bethlehem,	 planned	 gifts	 made	

decades	and	even	over	a	hundred	years	
ago	are	still	sustaining	ministry	today.	

Quite	simply,	we	enjoy	these	benefits	
because	someone	cared	enough	to	ask,	
“Have	 you	 made	 a	 provision	 for	 the	
church	in	your	will?”	How,	not	when,	
we	 will	 ask	 is	 the	 question.	 We	 have	
all	rested	in	the	shade	of	trees	planted	
by	others.		Planning	giving	can	be	our	
way	 of	 planting	 shade	 trees	 for	 those	
who	will	follow.

Case study: Mediator, 
Allentown

	 “The	 Episcopal	 Church	 of	 the	
Mediator	 was	 fortunate	 to	 receive	
an	unsolicited	bequest	from	a	former	
school	 teacher	 who	 had	 no	 family.	
She	was	a	member	of	Mediator	and	
received	 extensive	 care	 from	 our	
Pastoral	 Care	 Commission.	 When	
she	died	in	2000,	she	left	almost	her	
entire	estate	to	our	church.	We	have	
put	most	of	the	money	in	an	endow-
ment	 for	 ministry	 and	 maintenance	
and	her	bequest	(over	$300,000)	has	
allowed	us	to	fund	an	ongoing	part-
time	Director	of	Children	and	Youth	
Ministry	 position.	 This	 has	 been	 a	
wonderful	gift	to	our	whole	parish.”

-Rev. Canon Maria Tjeltveit
Church of the Mediator 

Youth Council seeks new members: Are you called to serve?
By Kim rowLeS

The	 Diocese	 of	 Bethlehem’s	 Youth	
Council	 has	 consisted	 of	 four	 parishes	
and	 the	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Na-
tivity.	 As	 the	 size	 of	 youth	 groups	 vary	
from	 region	 to	 region	 and	 from	 parish	
to	parish,	 this	may	not	be	the	best	way	
to	organize	a	council.		It	seems	like	the	
“larger”	 groups	 have	 more	 representa-
tion	on	council,	because	they	have	more	
people	to	draw	into	the	meetings.		

This	 year	 we	 are	 inviting	 all	 youth	
who	want	to	be	staff	members	for	Youth	
events	(Happening	or	Christophany)	to	
join	 council.	 The	 requirements	 to	 be	 a	
Youth	Council	Member	are:

o	In	grades	9	–	12
o	Be	a	member	of	one	of	the	congrega-

tions	in	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem.	
o	 Have	 participated	 in	 at	 least	 one	

youth	event	in	2009-2010.
o	 Have	 guardian/parent’s	 consent	 to	

make	 visits	 to	 other	 parishes	 at	 least	
once	a	year.		

o	Have	the	endorsement	of	their	Rec-
tor/	Youth	Director	stating	that	they	are	

mature,	dedicated	and	will	make	a	posi-
tive	addition	to	the	council.		

The	expectations	for	council	members	
are	as	follows.		Council	members	should:	

o	Participate	as	staff	and/or	participate	
in	 at	 least	 one	 Diocesan	 youth	 event	
during	 the	 2010-2011	 academic	 year.	
Dates	for	events	are:	

•	Diocesan	Convention	October	8	–	9
•	Happening	#19	November	12-14	
•	Bishop’s	Day	–	To	Be	Discussed	on	

May	23	
•	Christophany	 	April	15-18	or	May	

13-15	(Tentative)
•	 Provincial	 and	 Episcopal	 Youth	

Event	June	20-28
•	Senior	High	Mission	Trip	July	25-31	

(Tentative)
o	Check	your	email	regularly	and	com-

municate	 with	 your	 parents	 regarding	
commitments

o	Regularly	attend	the	parish	listed	on	
your	application	to	council

o	Participate	in	worship,	and	(if	avail-
able)	Christian	Formation	in	your	parish

o	Promote	events	in	your	parish	com-
munity	(hang	up	flyers,	make	announce-

ments,		give	inserts	in	your	bul-
letins	etc)

o	Visit	at	least	one	other	par-
ish	 to	 promote	 Happening,	
Bishop’s	 Day,	 Christophany,	
EYE	or	the	Senior	High	Mission	
Trip	(during	the	time	that	regis-
tration	is	open	for	these	events)

•	Dates	 for	visits	 	will	be	 six	
weeks	prior	to	event	dates

•	 Youth	 can	 visit	 in	 pairs	 or	
small	 groups	 of	 no	 more	 than	
four	youth	

•	 Presentations	 will	 revolve	
around	the	theme	of	the	event,	
personal	experience	and	expec-
tations	for	youth	and	will	be	ap-
proved	by	the	Youth	Missioner.	

Applications	 for	youth	coun-
cil	will	be	available	on	 the	Di-
ocesan	 Youth	 web	 site	 or	 by	
contacting	 Kim	 Rowles,	 youth	
missioner,	 at	 krowles@diobeth.
org.		Applications	must	be	com-
pleted	by	August	1,	2010.
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By Kim rowLeS

In	John’s	Gospel	two	consecutive	chap-
ters	 deal	 with	 service	 (and	 feet)	 in	 two	
very	different	ways.	In	the	first,	the	woman	
with	the	alabaster	jar	(Mary	in	some	trans-
lations)	washes	Jesus’	feet	and	dries	them	
with	her	hair.	In	the	second,	Christ	washes	
the	feet	of	his	disciples	after	the	Passover	
meal.	 Peter	 at	 first	 doesn’t	 want	 his	 feet	
washed;	then	he	opts	in	for	a	whole	bath.	
These	 two	 chapters	 were	 the	 center	 of	
Christophany	2010.		

There	 were	 times	 when	 the	 youth	
served	 and	 were	 served	 by	 others	
throughout	 the	 weekend	 retreat.	 Actu-
ally,	 the	 serving	 started	 about	 50	 days	
prior	to	the	event	with	a	Lenten	collec-
tion	 of	 personal	 hygiene	 items.	 Seven-
teen	parishes	participated	in	the	collec-
tion	(apologies	if	any	names	are	missed):

•	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem

•	Christ	Church,	Reading

•	Christ	Church,	Stroudsburg

•	Diocesan	House

•	Epiphany,	Clarks	Summit

•	Good	Shepherd,	Scranton

•	Mediator,	Allentown

•	Redeemer,	Sayre

•	St.	Gabriel’s,	Douglassville

•	St.	George’s,	Jermyn

•	St.	Luke’s,	Scranton

•	St.	Mark’s,	Moscow

•	St.	Mary’s,	Reading

•	St.	Stephen’s,	Whitehall

•	Trinity,	Bethlehem

•	Trinity,	Easton

•	Trinity,	Mt	Pocono

From	this	collection,	over	480	personal	
care	 kits	 were	 created	 for	 New	 Bethany	
Ministries	 in	 Bethlehem,	 Opportunity	
House	 in	 Reading,	 and	 The	 Shelter	 at	
Good	 Shepherd	 Scranton.	 These	 dona-
tions	came	just	in	time.	According	to	the	
manager	 at	New	Bethany,	 “our	homeless	

friends	 tend	 to	 need	
the	 personal	 care	
items	 more	 in	 the	
summer	 time.”	They	
were	 excited	 to	 re-
ceive	 the	 160	 kits,	
which	were	delivered	
on	April	19.		

On	 Saturday	
April	 15,	 in	 the	
afternoon,	 33	 par-
ticipants	 crowded	
in	 the	 hall	 at	 Wat-
son	Homestead	 and	
put	 these	 kits	 to-
gether	 in	 less	 than	
2	 hours.	 This	 is	
truly	a	service	to	our	
neighbors	 in	 need.	
Later	in	the	day,	the	
youth	 were	 served	
by	 our	 spiritual	 di-
rector	for	the	week-
end.	The	Rev.	Beth	

Haynes	 led	 a	 meditation	 on	 our	 feet	
and	then	took	us	to	walk	the	labyrinth.	
It	was	cold	and	windy	at	 the	 labyrinth,	
but	as	each	young	person	finished	their	
walk	 they	 huddled	 in	 a	 “human	 laby-
rinth”	which	served	to	keep	one	another	
warm.	 I	 doubt	 that	 even	 they	 realized	
that	 they	 were	 serving	 one	 another	 as	
Christ	 served	 them	 in	 those	 moments	
of	huddled	silence.	Trust	me	it’s	quite	an	
accomplishment	for	more	than	25	young	
people	to	remain	silent	for	that	long;	the	
spirit	 must	 have	 been	 working	 for	 that	
to	happen.		

These	 youth	 reminded	 me,	 despite	
the	fact	that	I	had	planned	the	weekend	
with	the	help	of	the	very	amazing	youth	
council	members,	that	in	serving	others	
we	ourselves	are	served.		

The	weekend	was	 full	of	amazing	ex-
periences	 and	 I	 can’t	 wait	 until	 next	
year’s	event,	hope	to	see	you	there!

Photos from top to bottom: worship time, group 
gathering in Christophany shirts and putting 
together the personal care kits. Photos by Wayne 
Sherrer.
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All the time in the world

By cAnon Anne e. Kitch

“Time	just	seems	to	speed	up,”	the	moth-
er	 sitting	 next	 to	 me	 remarks.	 I	 nod	 my	
head.	We	are	watching	our	daughters	play	
softball	 and	commenting	on	how	 rapidly	
they	 grow.	 While	 I	 expected	 my	 daugh-
ters	to	exceed	me	in	height,	I	anticipated	
this	would	occur	when	they	were	sixteen	
or	seventeen.	Now	my	twelve-year	old	 is	
looking	 me	 in	 the	 eye	 and	 will	 soon	 be	
looking	down	on	me.	She	remarks	on	this	
gleefully	just	about	daily.

I	 remember	 when	 my	 children	 were	
small	enough	that	I	could	enclose	their	
entire	bodies	in	one	arm.	I	would	almost	
effortlessly	 lift	 them	up	and	carry	 them	
with	me	wherever	I	needed	to	go.	When	
children	are	so	new	and	young	like	that,	
you	 think	 of	 all	 the	 treasures	 of	 the	
world	you	want	to	 introduce	to	them.	
Experiences	you	can	hardly	wait	to	lay	
before	 them.	 Ideas,	 skills	 and	 ways	 of	
being	 that	 you	 will	 teach	 them.	 You	

think	 you	 have	 all	 the	 time	 in	 the	
world.	You	believe	you	have	a	lifetime	
to	 impart	 to	 these	 young	children	all	
the	wisdom	and	joy	that	you	have.

But	children	grow	and	you	begin	to	re-
alize	that	sooner	than	you	planned,	sooner	
that	you	can	almost	stand,	they	have	al-
ready	moved	beyond	you.	The	window	of	
your	infl	uence	is	closing	or	already	closed	
and	you	have	to	hope	and	pray	that	you	
have	 given	 them	 enough.	 Enough	 love	
and	strength	and	wisdom	to	carry	on.

In	his	online	spiritual	guide	Wake Up 
Call!,	my	friend	Robert	V.	Taylor	notes	
that	 we	 often	 utter	 the	 words,	 “one	 of	
these	 days”	 without	 really	 thinking	
about	what	we	mean	by	them.	He	tells	
the	story	of	David,	a	very	successful	man	
by	all	counts,	but	one	who	was	unhappy.	
With	 Robert’s	 guidance,	 David	 made	
a	list	of	all	the	yearnings	he	put	off	for	
“one	of	these	days.”	He	was	surprised	to	
discover	 that	 “all	 of	 them	 were	 about	
the	loving	relationships	in	his	life.	They	
were	 in	 a	 holding	 pattern.	 They	 were	
an	 accessory	 to	 his	 success	 and	 career.	
Today	David	lives	as	though	each	day	is	
‘one	of	 those	days.’	His	work,	marriage	
and	self	are	no	longer	competing	forces.	
Together	 they	 ground	 him,	 bringing	

life	 and	 joy	 in	 the	 present.”	 (Wake Up 
Call! April	19,	2010	by	Robert	V.	Taylor,	
www.wakeupforlife.com)

We	 do	 not	 have	 all	 the	 time	 in	 the	
world.	 What	 we	 have	 is	 this	 moment.	
What	we	do	with	this	moment	matters.

In	 the	 summer,	 we	 traverse	 the	 long	
season	 after	 Pentecost.	 Children	 in	
Church	School	know	this	as	the	“grow-
ing	season”	whose	color	is	green.	While	
summertime	does	not	seem	as	slow	as	it	
did	in	my	childhood,	nevertheless	there	
is	a	different	rhythm	in	our	lives	and	ac-
tivities.	This	difference	 is	an	 invitation	
and	 an	 opportunity.	 Summertime,	 the	
growing	 season,	 can	 be	 a	 good	 time	 to	
take	inventory	such	as	my	friend	Robert	
suggests.	What	have	we	been	putting	off?	
What	might	we	be	missing?	

Why	not	invite	yourself	to	make	your	
summer	a	season	of	“one	of	those	days?”	
Why	not	make	it	a	season	of	sharing	trea-
sure	with	those	you	love?	Indulge	in	the	
relationships	that	bring	joy	and	meaning	
to	 your	 life.	Perhaps	 it	 is	 this	moment,	
always	this	moment,	which	contains	all	
the	time	in	the	world.

[Anne E. Kitch is Canon for Formation in the 
Christian Faith for the Diocese of Bethlehem.]
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A	 version	 of	 this	 article	 is	 published	
in	 the	Summer	2010	Edition	of	Episco-
pal Teacher,	 a	 quarterly	 publication	 of	
the	 Center	 for	 the	 Ministry	 of	 Teach-
ing	 (CMT)	 at	 Virginia	 Theological	
Seminary.	Every	issue	of	this	newsletter	
contains	engaging	articles	and	abundant	
resources	for	children’s,	youth	and	adult	
education	and	formation.

Subscriptions	 to	Episcopal Teacher	 are	
free!	Hardcopies	can	be	mailed	to	indi-
vidual	 teachers’	homes	or	 to	 the	parish	
offi	ce.	 Electronic	 copies	 can	 be	 down-
loaded	 from	 the	 CMT	 website.	 To	 re-
quest	a	free	subscription,	please	send	an	
e-mail	to	CMT	Circulation	at	cmtcirc@
vts.edu.	 Include	 your	 name,	 address,	
phone	number	and	e-mail.

By Andrew GernS

There	 is	 an	 old	 ritual	 called	 “beating	
the	bounds”	where	the	members	of	a	par-
ish	go	out	and	mark	the	boundaries	of	a	
parish	in	a	city	or	village.	The	idea	is	not	
just	 territorial,	 but	 pastoral.	 When	 the	
community	 “beats	 the	bounds”	 they	 are	
saying	that	they	are	in	some	way	respon-
sible	to	God	for	the	people	 inside	those	
boundaries.	 Every	 now	 and	 then,	 God	
shows	us	just	what	that	means.

Once	 I	 was	 walking	 down	 the	 alley	 to	
Joe’s	Deli,	which	is	a	block	away	from	the	
Church	offi	ce,	to	buy	my	sandwich,	when	
a	 guy	 leans	 out	 the	 open	 doorway	 of	 the	
kitchen	 in	 another	 restaurant	 next	 door.	
Holding	 aside	 a	 screen	door,	he	 says	 “Fa-
ther!”	 I	 stop	and	 look	up	at	him.	He	 is	a	
young	 man.	 He	 is	 wearing	 a	 white	 paper	
hat,	a	white	t-shirt	and	an	apron.	He	bends	
way	over	towards	me	and	asks	me	to	bless	
a	gold	cross	that	he	is	wearing	around	his	
neck.	So	I	look	at	his	dark	eyes	and	his	smile	
while	he	holds	the	cross	out	away	from	his	
neck.	There	is	the	hint	of	a	scar	on	his	face	
and	much	body	art.	I	say	a	blessing	prayer	
and	our	eyes	meet	 for	 just	a	moment	and	
he	nods	a	thank	you.	Every	time	I	walk	by	
that	screen	door,	I	wonder	about	the	young	
man,	his	scar	and	his	cross.	There	is	a	story	
there.	I	have	no	idea	what	it	is.	God	knows.

There	was	once	a	woman	who	used	to	
come	to	our	church	wearing	only	white	
clothes.	She	wore	white	because	she	read	
in	the	Bible	somewhere	that	people	who	
are	 close	 to	 God	 wear	 white	 raiment.	
But	 she	 never	 spoke	 in	 church	 because	
she	 read	 somewhere	 else	 in	 the	 Bible	
that	women	are	not	 supposed	to	 talk	 in	
church,	 which	 worked	 fi	ne	 until	 some-
one	told	her	that	our	soup	kitchen	was	in	
a	 church	 so	 she	 stopped	 speaking	when	
she	came	to	eat.	There	is	a	story	there.	I	
have	no	idea	what	it	is.	God	knows.

One	 day	 I	 got	 a	 phone	 call	 from	 the	

Weed’n’Seed	 cop	 asking	 me	 to	 come	
to	 Easton’s	 center	 square.	 Seems	 the	
lady	in	white	raiment	was	coming	up	to	
people	carrying	a	pitcher	of	water	and	a	
big	 bowl	 and	 demanding	 to	 wash	 their	
feet,	which	the	tourists	and	locals	sitting	
in	 the	 square	 did	 not	 seem	 to	 appreci-
ate.	 Instead	 of	 arresting	 her,	 the	 offi	cer	
thought	 that	 I	 might	 have	 a	 better	 so-
lution	 to	 the	 disturbance.	 Not	 knowing	
what	else	to	do,	I	asked	her	to	wash	my	
feet.	So	she	did.	She	read	somewhere	in	
the	Bible	that	Christians	are	supposed	to	
wash	each	other’s	feet.	True	enough,	I	say.	
But	you	can’t	make	people	want	to	have	
their	feet	washed.	They	have	to	want	to.	
She	said	I	had	a	point	and	then	suggested	
that	we	might	want	to	do	this	in	church	
sometime	instead	of	on	the	Square.	Good	
idea,	I	said.

A	 single	 dad	 comes	 up	 to	 me	 while	
his	 daughter	 is	 practicing	 at	 our	 pipe	 or-
gan	 after	 a	 lesson.	 He	 says	 that	 someone	
in	 church	 reprimanded	 him	 because	 his	
son	 sits	 through	 the	 church	 service	 read-
ing	books.	I	 look	over	and	watch	the	boy	
start	to	climb	a	tree	to	retrieve	a	plastic	bag	
caught	 in	a	branch.	 I’ve	known	this	 fam-
ily	for	eons,	and	I	know	their	stories	and	I	
know	God	does	too.	I	have	no	idea	who’d	
reprimand	a	kid	for	reading	in	church	in-
stead	of	turning	the	pews	into	a	jungle	gym,	
but	that’s	beside	the	point.	Well,	I	ask,	do	
you	talk	about	what	happened	in	the	ser-
vice	afterwards,	like	on	the	way	home?	The	
dad	nods.	Sometimes	he	knows	more	than	
I	do,	he	says.	Then	let	him	read,	I	say.	God	
knows	he	is	picking	up	far	more	than	most	
of	the	grown	ups.

There	 is	 an	 older	 fellow	 who	 lives	
around	 the	corner	 and	he	has	 taken	on	
the	job	of	feeding	the	cats	that	live	in	the	
neighborhood	 and	 like	 to	 hang	 around	
the	 church.	 He	 walked	 up	 to	 me	 once	
and	began	to	scold	me	because	we	were	
trapping	the	cats	and	taking	them	away.	
He	told	me	with	some	pride	and	a	tone	of	
defi	ance	that	he	was	tripping	the	Have-a-

Heart	traps	so	we	would	not	take	away	the	
cats.	 I	explained	(as	 the	 signs	 say	on	 the	
traps	in	English	and	Spanish)	that	we	trap	
the	cats	to	give	them	shots	and	spay	and	
neuter	 them	and	then	release	 them	back	
into	the	neighborhood.	A	vet	in	the	parish	
does	this	with	the	help	of	some	parishio-
ners.	We	want	the	cats	to	be	healthy,	I	tell	
him.	He	tells	me	that	they	are	God’s	crea-
tures	 and	 that	 we	 should	 not	 take	 them	
away.	 I	 thank	 him	 for	 caring	 for	 God’s	
creatures.	He	eyes	me	suspiciously.	I	don’t	
think	he	believes	me.

During	 last	night’s	Vestry	meeting,	 the	
doorbell	rang.	Someone	went	to	answer	it	
and	 then	 he	 came	 back	 and	 said	 “There	
is	a	woman	at	the	front	door	who	wants	a	
Bible.”	I	went	to	the	door	and	there	was	a	
very	young	woman,	with	a	baby	asleep	in	a	
stroller	and	four	very	energetic	children—
three	girls	and	a	boy—sitting	on	the	stoop	
and	all	talking	at	once.	Before	I	could	say	
anything,	the	boy	looks	at	me	and	says	“I	
am	Elijah,	and	I	am	the	oldest.”	Now	each	
kid	announces	their	name	and	their	ages,	
leaving	an	embarrassed	Mom	to	introduce	
herself	and	her	baby.	So	what	can	you	do?	I	
sit	down	on	the	stoop	and	we	talked.

Mom	talks	fast,	as	if	there	is	much	pent	
up	inside	of	her	just	waiting	to	come	out.	
As	if	she	is	trying	to	say	what	she	can	be-
fore	she	is	interrupted	or	told	to	be	quiet.	
It	is	a	clear,	warm	spring	evening,	a	good	
time	to	sit	on	the	stoop	and	hear	her	story.	
She	tells	me	she	is	new	to	the	neighbor-
hood.	That	the	women’s	program	housed	
next	 door	 to	 church	 helped	 her	 get	 an	
apartment	 around	 the	 corner,	 and	 that	
she	and	her	family	had	Christmas	dinner	
with	us	at	the	dinner	we	serve	on	Christ-
mas	Day.	That	she	wonders	if	it	would	be	
okay	to	bring	her	kids	to	church	because	
she	would	like	them	to	learn	about	God	
and	how	to	do	right.	And	that	of	all	the	
things	 the	 women’s	 program	 gave	 her,	
she	did	not	have	a	Bible	and	she	lost	her	
Bible	when	she	left	the	old	place.	I	have	
no	idea	where	the	old	place	is.	There	is	

probably	a	story	there.	God	knows.

So	I	fetch	a	Bible,	a	business	card	and	
a	church	brochure	and	I	ask	Mom	for	her	
name	 and	 address	 and	 as	 she	 writes	 it	
down	I	sit	on	the	stoop	and	talk	with	the	
kids	 while	 the	 Vestry	 meeting	 goes	 on	
without	 me.	 Eventually,	 a	 vestry-mem-
ber	peeks	around	the	corner	wondering	
if	I	am	okay.	I	give	him	a	thumbs-up.	As	
Mom	gathers	her	brood,	 she	wonders	 if	
I	 could	 maybe	 bless	 a	 cross	 that	 she	 is	
wearing.	So	I	say	a	blessing	prayer	for	her	
and	her	kids	and	her	cross.

When	I	go	back	in	to	the	meeting,	the	
members	look	at	me	as	if	to	say	“well…?”	
I	 share	 what	 little	 of	 their	 story	 that	
I	 know.	 I	 tell	 them	 that	 sometime	 we	
should	go	out	and	beat	the	bounds	of	the	
parish,	 not	 just	 as	 a	 group	 marking	 our	
boundaries,	but	as	a	community	looking	
around	at	the	faces	and	the	people	that	
God	has	given	us	in	this	neighborhood.	
Tonight	the	procession	came	to	us.

[The Rev. Canon Andrew Gerns is the rector 
of Trinity Church, Easton, Pa., and chair of the 
Evangelism Commission of the Diocese of Bethle-
hem. He keeps the blogs Andrew Plus and Share 
the Bread. Posted by Jim Naughton on April 23, 
2010 3:52 AM on Episcopal Cafe]
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The Bakery and electronic newsletters ––	The	online	Bak-
ery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	di-
ocesan	community,	the	Episcopal	Church	and	the	Anglican	Commu-
nion.	Consider	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethlehem,	
you	know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	There	are	a	wealth	of		
electronic	newsletters	available	on	our	diocesan	web	site,	www.diobeth.
org. Complete	the	bit	of	information	requested	at	the	“Get	Connected”	
box,	column	on	the	right	to	join	either	Bakery	or	any	of	the	other	re-
sources	listed.	Thank	you	for	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.

Jun. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for 
July edition

Jun.	1:	Archdeacon	Visit,	Mediator,	
Allentown	6:00	P.M.

Jun.	 3:	 Lifelong	 Christian	 Forma-
tion	Meeting,	Diocesan	House,	noon.

Jun.	3:	Corpus	Christi,	Holy	Cross,	
Wilkes-Barre	 7:00	 P.M.	 Bishop	 Paul	
celebrant.

Jun.	 5:	 Breakfast	 and	 Basement	
Sale,	 St.	 Mary’s,	 Reading	 7:00	 A.M.	
to	Noon.	All	you	can	eat	pancake	and	
sausage	breakfasts	$5.00	adults,	$3.00	
children.	 Corner	 of	 W.	 Windsor	 and	
Douglas	 Streets,	 Reading.	 For	 more	
information	 call	 the	 church	 at	 610-
374-7914.

Jun.	6:	Bishop	Jack,	Trinity,	Easton

Jun.	 6:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Mediator,	 Al-
lentown

Jun.	7:	Insurance	Committee,	Dioc-
esan	House,	Bethlehem	9:00	A.M.

Jun.	7:	Standing	Committee,	Dioc-
esan	 House,	 Bethlehem	 2:00	 to	 3:30	
P.M.

Jun.	 7:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Trinity,	
Bethlehem	6:00	P.M.

Jun.	11:	Liturgy	and	Music	Commis-
sion,	Diocesan	House,	12:45	to	2:15

Jun.	 12:	 Share,	 Save,	 Spend	 Stew-
ardship	 Workshop	 with	 Nathan	 Du-
gan,	St.	Stephen’s	Church,	Whitehall	
9:30	 to	 4:30	 P.M.	 Registration	 will	
open	 April	 16th	 online	 at	 www.dio-
beth.org	

Jun.	 12:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Meeting,	 Trinity,	 Mt.	 Pocono	 10:00	
A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Jun.	 13:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 John’s,	
Hamlin

Jun.	13:	Bishop	Paul,	Trinity,	Beth-
lehem

Jun.	 13:	 Clergy	 Spouse	 Dinner,	
Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	5:00	P.M.

Jun.	19:		Partners	for	Sacred	Places,	
Module	3,	Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Jun.	 19:	 St.	 Brigid’s	 Annual	 Golf	
Outing,	 Wedgewood	 Country	 Club,	
Bethlehem	 1:00	 P.M.	 For	 more	 in-
formation	 contact	 Tammy	 Fuller	 at	
610-923-6393	 or	 fullofgunk@rcn.com	
.	Registration	can	be	 found	online	at		
http://www.stbrigidspa.org/	

Jun.	 21-25:	 Summer	 Music	 Camp,	
St.	 Paul’s,	 Montrose	 9:00	 A.M.	 to	
11:30	A.M.	for	ages	5	to	12.	Directed	
by	Nino	Bennici.	Please	call	570-278-
2954	to	register.	Cost	is	$10	per	child	
or	$20	per	family	and	scholarships	are	
available.	Closing	fi	nale	is	6:30	P.M.	at	
the	Lathrop	Street	School.

Jun.	 23:	 Shannon	 Fund	 Meeting,	
Trinity,	Pottsville	1:00	P.M.

Jun.	24:	Diocesan	Council	Meeting,	
Grace,	Kingston	6:30	P.M.

Jun.	 26:	 Communication	 Workshop,	
Cathedral	Church	of	 the	Nativity	 9:00	
A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.	Registration	will	open	
May12th	online	at	www.diobeth.org	

Jun.	 29:	 Bishop	 Paul’s	 Consecration	
Annniversary

Jun.	29:	Ordination	of	Priest,	St.	Ste-
phen’s	Pro-Cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre	7:00	
P.M.	to	9:00	P.M.	with	reception	follow-
ing.

Jul.	4:		Bishop	Paul,	St.	James’,	Dundaff

Jul. 6: Diocesan Life deadline for 
August edition

Jul.	10:	Bishop’s	Day	with	Kids,	“The	
Gospel	 According	 to	 Dr.	 Seuss”,	 Good	
Shepherd,	 Scranton	 9:30	 A.M.	 to	 3:30	
P.M.	 Registration	 will	 open	 May	 10th	
online	at	www.diobeth.org	

Jul.	17:	Breakfast	and	Basement	Sale,	
St.	Mary’s,	Reading	7:00	A.M.	to	Noon.	
All	 you	 can	 eat	 pancake	 and	 sausage	
breakfasts	 $5.00	 adults,	 $3.00	 children.	
Corner	 of	 W.	 Windsor	 and	 Douglas	
Streets,	Reading.	For	more	 information	
call	the	church	at	610-374-7914.

Jul.	 17:	 Concert	 by	 the	 Wyoming	
Seminary	 Performing	 Arts	 Institute,	
Nancy	 Sanderson,	 Institute	 Director,	
Mark	 Laubach,	 Organist,	 St.	 Stephen’s	
Pro-Cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre	8:00	P.M.

Jul.	 26-Aug.	 1:	 Royal	 School	 of	
Church	 Music	 Summer	 Choir	 Training	
Course	hosted	by	King’s	College	and	St.	
Stephen’s	 Pro-Cathedral,	 St.	 Stephen’s	
Pro-Cathedral,	 Wilkes-Barre.	 For	 more	
information	 or	 to	 register	 visit	 www.
kingscollegecourse.com.	

Aug.	 2:	 Standing	 Committee	 meet-
ing,	Diocesan	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	to	
3:30	P.M.

Aug. 3: Diocesan Life deadline for 
September edition

Aug.	 5-8:	 Junior	 High	 Mission	 Trip,	
Bethlehem	 Lehigh	 University	 and	 sur-
rounding	Bethlehem	area.	Cost	 is	$270	
per	 person.	 Scholarships	 are	 available.	
Contact	 Kim	 Rowles	 at	 krowles@dio-
beth.org	for	more	information.	Registra-
tion	will	open	June	3rd	online	at	www.
diobeth.org	.	All	paperwork	is	due	to	the	
Diocesean	 offi	ces	 by	 July	 28th,	 or	 else	
registration	is	not	complete,	and	youth/	
adult	participants	will	not	be	able	to	par-
ticipate	in	the	weekend.	

Aug.	9:	Lifelong	Christian	Formation	
Commission,	St.	Peter’s,	Hazleton	10:00	
A.M.	to	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	14:	Breakfast	and	Basement	Sale,	
St.	Mary’s,	Reading	7:00	A.M.	to	Noon.	
All	 you	 can	 eat	 pancake	 and	 sausage	
breakfasts	 $5.00	 adults,	 $3.00	 children.	
Corner	 of	 W.	 Windsor	 and	 Douglas	
Streets,	Reading.	For	more	 information	
call	the	church	at	610-374-7914.

Apr.	 18:	 Organ	 Recital	 in	 honor	 of	
Mrs.	 Phyllis	 Korb,	 Grace,	 Honesdale	
3:00	P.M.	Fr.	Ed	Erb	will	be	playing	a	se-
lection	 of	 J.S.	 Bach’s	 music.	 Reception	
to	follow.

Aug.	 28:	 E.C.W.	 Picnic,	 St.	 Mat-
thew’s,	Stevensville	10:00	A.M.	Bishop	
Jack	celebrant.

Aug.	 28:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Meeting,	 Trinity,	 Mt.	 Pocono	 10:00	
A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Sep.	 5:	 Baber	 Day	 Picnic,	 Charles	
Baber	Garden	Cemetery,	Pottsville.	Mu-
sic,	 food,	 bake	 sale,	 walking	 tour,	 gift	
baskets	and	more.

Sep. 7: Diocesan Life deadline for 
October edition

Sep.	11:	Breakfast	and	Basement	Sale,	
St.	Mary’s,	Reading	7:00	A.M.	to	Noon.	
All	 you	 can	 eat	 pancake	 and	 sausage	
breakfasts	 $5.00	 adults,	 $3.00	 children.	
Corner	 of	 W.	 Windsor	 and	 Douglas	
Streets,	Reading.	For	more	 information	
call	the	church	at	610-374-7914.

Sep.	 11:	 Communication	 Workshop,	
St.	 Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-Barre	 9:00	 A.M.	
to	3:00	P.M.

Sep.	 11:	 Partners	 for	 Sacred	 Places	
Module	 IV,	 Good	 Shepherd,	 Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Sep.	 16:	 Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	
Commission,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-
Barre	12:30	P.M.

Sep.	 18:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Sep.	20:	New	Hope	Anniversary

Sep.	24:	Incorporated	Trustees,	Nativ-
ity,	10:00	A.M.

Sep.	 24-25:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Overnight,	 St.	 Francis	 Center	 for	 Re-
newal,	Bethlehem	starts	at	5:00	P.M.

Sep.	 26-28:	 	 Clergy	 Retreat,	 Jesuit	
Center,	Wernersville	starts	at	3:30	P.M.

Oct.	 2:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	 4:	 Standing	 Committee,	 Dioce-
san	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	to	3:30	P.M.

Oct. 5: Diocesan Life deadline for 
November edition

Oct.	 8-9:	 Diocesan	 Convention,	 Ca-
thedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity,	 Beth-
lehem.	Registration	will	open	July	30th	
online	at	www.diobeth.org	

Oct.	 16:	 Bishop’s	 School,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	19:		Souper	Day	for	New	Bethany	
Ministries,	 Candelight	 Inn,	 Bethlehem	
Township	10:00	A.M.

Oct.	30:	Daughters	of	the	King	Assem-
bly,	St.	Luke’s,	Scranton	9:00	A.M.

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

June	 6:	 St.	 George’s	 Church,	 Heller-
town.	The	Rev.	Dr.	Richard	Ditterline,	
Interim	and	for	all	clergy	widows.

June	 13:	 Grace	 Church,	 Honesdale.	
The	 Rev.	 Edward	 K.	 Erb,	 Rector	 and	
St.	 Clement	 and	 St.	 Peter’s	 Church,	
Wilkes-Barre.	 The	 Rev.	 William	 S.	
Marshall,	Rector.

June	20:	St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral,	
Wilkes-Barre.	The	Rev.	Daniel	Gunn,	
Rector,	 The	 Rev.	 Brian	 Pavlac,	 Dea-
con	 and	 Christ	 Church,	 Indian	 Or-
chard.	The	Rev.	Reuel	Kaighn,	shared	
Supply

June	 27:	 St.	 James’	 and	 St.	 George’s	
Church,	 Jermyn.	 The	 Rev.	 Frank	
(Graham)	 Cliff,	 Priest-in-charge	 and	
the	 Congregational	 Development	
Committee.

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org

June	6:	La	Iglesia	Anglicana	de	Mexico	
The	 Most	 Rev.	 Carlos	 Touche-Porter	
Presiding	 Bishop	 of	 La	 Iglesia	 Angli-
cana	de	Mexico	&	Bishop	of	Mexico

June	13:	The	Anglican	Church	of	the	
Province	 of	 Myanmar	 (Burma)	 The	
Most	 Rev.	 Stephen	 Than	 Myint	 Oo	
Archbishop	 of	 Myanmar	 and	 Bishop	
of	Yangon

June	20:	The	Church	of	Nigeria	(An-
glican	 Communion)	 The	 Most	 Rev.	
Peter	 Jasper	 Akinola	 Archbishop,	
Metropolitan	 and	 Primate	 of	 All	 Ni-
geria	and	Bishop	of	Abuja

June	27:	The	Church	of	North	 India	
(United)	 The	 Most	 Rev.	 Purely	 Lyn-
gdoh	 Moderator,	 CNI	 &	 Bishop	 of	
North	East	India

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

June	 6:	 Gurube	 Parish.	 Deacon	
Charles	Kwoji.	The	1000	members	of	
the	Mother’s	Union.	Deacon	Silivian,	
The	Rev.	Mary	Basa,	Betty	Kojo,	and	
Jane	Ezbon	especially.

June	13:	Kanyi	Parish.	The	Rev.	Joice	
Doru	Luka	and	The	Theological	Edu-
cation	by	Extension	program

June	 20:	 Archdeaconry	 of	 Kala	 and	
Kala	Parish	The	Ven.	Abate	Joel	and	
The	Rev.	Timothy	Modi	Mark.		Karek-
abi	Parish.	The	Rev.	Amosa	Rendi

June	27:	Kasurak	Parish.	The	Rev.	Paul	
Geri.	 Juba	 Parish.	 Asst.	 Bishop,	 The	
Rt.	Rev.	Micah	Dawidi
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Summer Diocesan events: Something for everyone

SHARE  SAVE  SPEND®

Families and Money: A Role for Communities of Faith

A seminar for families, individuals, and youth 12-18
June 12, 2010 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the Stewardship Commission of the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem

“Nathan Dungan has a 
philosophy and framework for 
financial planning in families that 
redirects attention to values and 
makes the distinction between 
wants and needs....It has changed 
the way I’ve talked about money 
and lived about money with my 
children.”  

Krista Tippett, host of NPR’s 
Speaking of Faith

Where:

 St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

3900 Mechanicsville Road, 

Whitehall PA 18052 

Register Online: www.diobeth.org

see event registration 

Email: rhummel@diobeth.org

A seminar for families, individuals, and youth 12-18A seminar for families, individuals, and youth 12-18

Keynote 

Speaker: Nathan Dungan

 the founder and President of Share Save Spend®

and author of Prodigal Sons and Material Girls: How 

not to be Your Child’s ATM.

 www.sharesavespend.com

$$$

Communication Workshop

Diocese of  Bethlehem Communication Workshop
Cathedral Church of  the Nativity
321 Wyandotte Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015

Saturday, June 26th from 8:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Communicating the Gospel is what Christians are called to do; we are called to 

spread the Good News! Come learn about communication as ministry, electronic 

newsletters, blogs, print publications and social networking in this one day 

workshop.

Register online at www.diobeth.org 

call Kat Lehman at 610-691-5655 x235 for more info.

JUNIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP- 

AUGUST 5-8 
Faith, Fellowship, and Fun- We Are All in the Same Boat!

Staying at Lehigh University, 

Working at Trinity Church , New Bethany Ministries, and The Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley

Relaxing at Dorney Park

Worshipping at Cathedral Church of the Nativity.  

 Friday August 6

Day working at the Animal 

Food Bank, 

Organizing, Distributing, and 

Educating 

Evening Games, Sparklers 

and Candle-Mores

Thursday August 5

Arrive  12 noon

Meet at Cathedral, 

Bethlehem

Bring your own lunch

Afternoon Cleaning Trinity 

Bethlehem Kitchen

Evening Getting to Know You

 Saturday August 7

Morning working at New 

Bethany Ministries 

Warehouse

Lunch at Lehigh

Evening Dorney Park

Sunday August 8

Breakfast

Worship at Cathedral

Heading Home

 

  Who - 

 Youth who have completed grades 6-8 

(Adult Chaperones Over the Age of 24)

 What -

 Caring for one another and all of God’s 

creation 

Where -

Bethlehem

When - 

August 5 (12 noon)

August 8 (12 noon)

Why -

Caring for one another and pets

Total Cost - $270.00 

Breakdown-

Youth- $90.00

Parish(per youth participating) - $90.00

Diocese $90.00

More information on the Youth 

Homepage

http://www.diobeth.org/Ministries/Youth/

youth.html

Registration Opens on June 3, 2010 

Registration closes July 28, 2010


