
Jesus,	like	his	contemporaries,	attended	
many	meals	 that	were	public	events.	He	
frequently	taught	at	those	meals.	He	also	
was	notorious	for	sharing	other	meals	with	
the	marginalized:	“this	man	receives	sin-
ners	and	eats	with	them.”	His	hospitality	
was	in	this	sense	without	limit.

Jesus	 also	 drew	 apart	 with	 his	 disci-
ples.	The	Last	Supper	was	a	moment	of	
such	intimacy.	John’s	gospel	emphasizes	
the	 commandment	 to	 deal	 with	 Jesus’	
departure	 by	 loving	 each	 other	 in	 the	
community.	The	other	three	gospels	re-
call	the	meal	Jesus	gave	to	bind	his	dis-
ciples	to	himself	and	each	other.

Until	 recently,	 Christians	 have	 not	
felt	 smarter	 than	 Jesus,	 and	 have	 re-
spected	 his	 example	 of	 maintaining	
both	outreach	and	inreach.	Where	once	
there	 was	 solidarity	 in	 understanding	
the	 eucharist	 as	 that	 which	 binds	 be-
lievers	to	their	Lord	and	one	another,	it	
is	 now	 occasionally	 seen	 as	 a	 “tool”	 of	
evangelism	or	hospitality.	

To	resist	the	trend	and	maintain	that	
this	 is	 a	 matter	 of	 theology	 and	 pasto-
ral	 care	 rather	 than	 public	 relations	
and	hospitality	is	to	open	oneself	to	the	
charge	 of	 exclusivity.	 In	 our	 neurotic	
age,	 being	 charged	 with	 exclusivity	 is	
like	being	charged	with	sexual	or	fi	nan-
cial	misconduct.	To	a	 large	extent,	 the	
charge	is	the	conviction.	

But	that	is	not	the	case	at	all.	In	fact,	

secular	 anthropologists	 classify	 the	 eu-
charist	as	a	“meal	of	inclusion,”	an	event	
testifying	to	and	strengthening	the	iden-
tity	and	unity	of	the	participants.	

What	has	 changed	 is	 the	people	 in	
the	room.	Our	world’s	default	position	
is	no	longer	Christianity,	so	there	are	
likely	to	be	non-believers	and	believ-
ers	not	yet	baptized.	We	thus	have	to	
ask	a	question	again	that	has	not	been	
asked	 for	 most	 of	 Christian	 history:	
just	what	is	the	relationship	of	baptism	
and	 eucharist	 that	 one	 comes	 before	
the	 other?	 	 When	 we	 have	 reminded	
ourselves	of	the	answer,	we	can	wrestle	
with	questions	of	evangelistic	strategy.

The	 key	 theological	 concept	 is	 not	
baptism	itself	or	eucharist	itself—if	that	
were	 the	 case,	 either	 sacrament	 would	
be	 reduced	 to	 the	 status	 of	 a	 thing,	 a	
piece	 of	 property.	 Instead,	 the	 prayer	
book	teaches	that	becoming	a	Christian	
is	 a	 life-long	 process	 (p.	 412)	 of	 rela-
tionship	 with	 Christ.	 The	 sacramental	
aspect	 of	 that	 process	 is	 called	 “Chris-
tian	 Initiation.”	 Initiation	 here	 means	
just	 what	 it	 sound	 like,	 the	 process	 of	
becoming	someone	you	were	not.

Sacraments	 are	 actions,	 not	 things.	
Thus,	the	core	moment	of	Christian	Ini-
tiation	is	baptism,	when	“God	adopts	us	
as	his	children	and	makes	us	members	of	
Christ’s	Body,	the	Church.”	(p.	858)	It	is	
within	that	baptismal	relationship	to	Je-
sus	that	eucharist	happens—as	the	con-
tinuation	of	the	baptismal	experience.

This	 is	 precisely	 how	 the	 earliest	
Christian	witness	to	our	worship	life	ex-
plained	it.	The	fi	rst	lay	person	we	know	
about	who	described	the	Sunday	service	
in	 writing	 was	 Justin	 Martyr,	 writing	
about	50	years	after	the	New	Testament.	

Describing	the	eucharist,	he	wrote:
“No	one	may	share	 the	Eucharist	with	

us	unless	he	believes	that	what	we	teach	is	
true,	unless	he	is	washed	in	the	regenerat-
ing	waters	of	baptism	for	the	remission	of	
his	sins,	and	unless	he	lives	in	accordance	
with	the	principles	given	us	by	Christ.

“We	 do	 not	 consume	 the	 eucharistic	
bread	and	wine	as	if	it	were	ordinary	food	
and	drink,	for	we	have	been	taught	that	as	
Jesus	Christ	our	Savior	became	a	man	of	
fl	esh	and	blood	by	the	power	of	the	Word	
of	God,	so	also	the	food	that	our	fl	esh	and	
blood	 assimilates	 for	 its	 nourishment	 be-
comes	the	fl	esh	and	blood	of	the	incarnate	
Jesus	by	the	power	of	his	own	words	con-
tained	in	the	prayer	of	thanksgiving.”

From	a	contemporary	point	of	view,	it	
would	have	helped	if	Justin	had	put	the	
second	paragraph	fi	rst.	If	it	were	not	for	
the	 fact	 that	 the	 sacraments	 are	 occa-
sions	where	Christ	acts,	here	giving	his	
very	self,	it	really	would	not	matter	who	
received.	 Saint	 Paul	 took	 the	 realism	
factor	 in	 the	eucharist	 so	 seriously	 that	
he	 warned	 the	 Corinthians	 that	 they	
endangered	their	health	if	they	profaned	
the	sacrament—or	their	relationships.

I	do	not	suggest	that.	I	do	maintain	that	
celebrating	 the	 eucharistic	 sacrifi	ce	 and	
receiving	communion	are	parts	of	a	con-
tinuing	relationship.	That	pair	of	actions	
grows	 from	 and	 deepens	 the	 baptismal	
union	with	Christ.	It	is	an	act	of	intimacy	
for	those	who	are	already	committed—just	
like	some	of	us	still	say	about	sex.	Just	as	
sex	should	not	be	a	dating	technique,	com-
munion	is	not	an	act	of	spiritual	explora-
tion	for	those	who	are	sampling	religious	
experience.	 Both	 have	 a	 more	 sacred—
and	delightful—purpose.

But,	what	about	fellowship	and	hospital-

ity?	We	call	that	coffee	hour,	seeker	events,	
or	the	parish	dinner,	and	it	is	indeed	very	
important	 that	 people	 can	 connect	 at	
these	moments	as	part	of	their	church	re-
lationship.	Again,	this	was	the	point	Paul	
had	to	make	to	the	Corinthians.	

“Religion”	 aside,	 a	 part	 of	 our	 con-
tribution	 to	 a	 confused	 and	 frustrated	
world	may	be	exactly	how	and	when	we	
point	out	that	at	any	given	moment	not	
everything	is	for	everybody.	It	may	be	a	
gift	 to	 our	 culture	 to	 provide	 an	 expe-
rience	 for	 people	 where	 relationship	 is	
prepared	 for	 rather	 then	 seized,	 where	
grace	is	a	gift	to	be	appropriated	rather	
an	entitlement	to	be	grasped.	It	is	good	
for	our	clergy	to	remember	that	they	are	
stewards	 rather	 than	 proprietors	 of	 the	
mysteries.	There	is	then,	much	more	at	
stake	here	than	an	argument	over	rules.

And	that	is	before	getting	to	the	good	
part.

Baptism: Wall or doorway?

 www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

A2	     diocesanlife													 June 2010

THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
A	freely	chosen	global	 fellowship	of	churches	 in	
communion	with	one	another	and	with	the	See	
of	Canterbury	in	England,	some	80	million	people	
in	38	self-governing	churches	in	more	than	160	
countries.	www.anglicancommunion.org

Archbishop of Canterbury 
The	Most	Rev.	Rowan	Williams
Lambeth	Palace
London,	England	SE1	7JU

Episcopal	Seat:	
Canterbury	Cathedral
www.archbishopofcanterbury.org

diocesanlife	
The	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	edition	of	Episcopal	News	Monthly,	
the	newspaper	of	the	Episcopal	Church.	Copy	deadline	is	the	fi	rst	
Tuesday	of	the	preceding	month.	Opinions	expressed	do	not	nec-
essarily	represent	those	of	the	Bishop	or	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem.	
Send	articles	and	letters	to	the	editor.
Editor:	Kat	Lehman,	klehman@diobeth.org
Episcopal	News	Monthly	ISSN	1050-0057	USPS#177-940	is	pub-
lished	monthly	by	The	Domestic	&	Foreign	Missionary	Society,	Inc.,	
815	Second	Avenue,	New	York,	NY	10017.	Periodical	postage	paid	
in	New	York,	NY	and	additional	mailing	offi	ces.	POSTMASTER:	
Send	change	of	 address	 to	Episcopal	 News	Monthly,	PO	Box	
2050,	Voorhees	NJ	08043-8000.	
To	change	subscription	addresses,	contact:	Episcopal	News	Monthly	
Circulation	 Department,	 PO	 Box	 2050,	 Voorhees	 NJ	 08043-8000,	
elife@afl	webprinting.com,	800-374-9510.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
One	 of	 38	 self-governing	 national	 churches	
within	 the	 worldwide	 Anglican	 Communion,	
2.4	 million	 members	 in	 7,679	 congregations	 in	
110	dioceses	in	the	U.S.	(95),	Mexico	and	Central	
America.	www.episcopalchurch.org

Presiding Bishop
The	Most	Rev.	Katharine	Jefferts	Schori
Episcopal	Church	Center
815	Second	Avenue	•	New	York,	NY	10017			
212-716-6000	•	800-334-7626

Episcopal	Seat:
The	Washington	National	Cathedral
www.episcopalchurch.org/pb

THE DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM
The	 Episcopal	 Church	 in	 eastern	 and	 north-
eastern	 PA,	 63	 churches	 in	 14	 counties:	 Berks,	
Bradford,	Carbon,	Lackawanna,		Lebanon,	Lehigh,	
Luzerne,	 Monroe,	 Northampton,	 Pike,	 Schuylkill,	
Susquehanna,	Wayne,	and	Wyoming.	
www.diobeth.org
Bishop
The	Rt.	Rev.	Paul	V.	Marshall	bpoffi	ce@diobeth.org
Assistant Bishop
The	Rt.	Rev.	John	P.	Croneberger
Archdeacon
The	Ven.	Howard	Stringfellow	
archdeacon@diobeth.org	
333	Wyandotte	St.	•	Bethlehem,	18015
610-691-5655	•	800-358-5655

In our neurotic age, 
being charged with 
exclusivity is like 

being charged with 
sexual or fi nancial 

misconduct.

Al
w

ay
s 

an
d

Ev
er

yw
he

re It	is	
right	and	

a	good	and	joyful	
thing	always	and	

everywhere	to
give	thanks.

By BiShoP PAuL V. mArShALL

A  S.P.A.R.K. of hope with new ministry at Christ Church, Reading
By heAther BoGGS, director of S.P.A.r.K.

Three	years	ago	Christ	Church,	Read-
ing	 started	 a	 new	 community	 outreach	
program	 called	 Support	 for	 Parents	
and	 Activities	 &	 Resources	 for	 Kids	
(S.P.A.R.K.)	f	S.P.A.R.K.	was	created	to	
bring	 parents	 and	 children	 together	 in	
order	to	help	families	learn	about	creat-
ing	a	safe,	loving,	nurturing	environment	
for	 children.	 	 Each	 week,	 on	 Tuesday	
and	Thursday	mornings,	this	community	
comes	 together	 to	 share	 their	 stories,	
to	eat	together,	to	play	together,	and	to	
learn	together.		

The	 needs	 of	 the	 population	 served	
are	 great	 and	 varied.	 	 Issues	 facing	 the	
families	that	participate	in	our	program	
are;	unemployment,	hunger,	abuse,	 fail-

ure	to	fi	nish	school	or	get	a	GED,	teen	
pregnancy,	 language	barriers,	no	health	
coverage,	untreated	mental	health	prob-
lems,	 	and	a	sense	of	being	“stuck”	and	
unable	 to	 fi	nd	 a	 better	 way.	 	 For	 these	
families,	 it	 is	a	constant	 struggle	 to	put	
food	on	 the	 table,	 pay	 the	 rent	or	 pro-
vide	their	children	with	the	things	they	
need	 to	 grow,	 such	 as	 clothing,	 shoes,	
books	and	toys.

Children	 at	 S.P.A.R.K	 have	 a	 safe	
place	 to	 play.	 	 They	 paint,	 play	 with	
play	 dough,	 ride	 bikes,	 play	 	 with	 the	
trains,	trucks,	dolls,	kitchen	and	blocks.	
S.P.A.R.K.	 gives	 books	 to	 the	 children	
and	also	has	a	lending	library.		S.P.A.R.K.	
has	 been	 able	 to	 provide	 specialty	 pro-
gramming	 and	 new	 equipment	 through	
the	support	of	Talbot	Hall	grants.

Parents	 at	S.P.A.R.K.	 receive	parent-
ing		information	on	issues	such	as	school	
readiness,	 discipline,	 healthy	 develop-
ment,	 and	 nutrition.	 	 Resident	 physi-
cians	 from	 St.	 Joseph’s	 Hospital	 come	
in	 to	answer	health	questions	and	con-
cerns	 and	 to	 do	 some	 brief	 exams,	 all	
free	of	charge.		S.P.A.R.K.	also	connects	
parents	 with	 other	 agencies	 in	 the	 city	
that	help	with	English	classes,	parenting	
classes,	health	care,	mental	health	refer-
rals,	early	child	hood	 intervention/edu-
cation	and	heating	assistance.		Donated	
clothing	items	to	the	families	that	need	
them	is	another	part	of	the	program.

Thanks	to	a	New	Hope	Grant	we	now	
have	the	S.P.A.R.K.	Good	Nutrition	and	
Meal	Planning	Ministry.		What	a	bless-
ing	this	has	been!		Hunger	is	an	issue	that	

faces	all	of	the	families	 in	the	program.		
Even	though	many	receive	 food	stamps	
or	 are	 enrolled	 in	 WIC,	 there	 are	 sim-
ply	not	enough	resources	to	meet	these	
families’	food	needs.		They	are	forced	to	
choose	between	buying	food,	paying	their	
utility	 bills,	 picking	 up	 their	 prescrip-
tions,	buying	clothing	for	their	growing	
children,	or	going	to	the	doctor.	Under	
the	Good	Nutrition	and	Meal	Planning	
Ministry,	program	coordinators	sit	down	
with	each	family	to	fi	nd	out	food	needs	
and	their	current	situation.		We	provide	
information	about	nutrition	for	toddlers	
and	 preschoolers,	 expectant	 mothers	
and	adults.		We	discuss	portion	size,	the	
food	 pyramid,	 and	 the	 importance	 of	
whole	grains,	fruits	and	vegetables.		Co-
ordinators	also	teach	participants	about	


