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Small garden of peace on Market Street

Bishop Paul dedicates Memorial Garden at Trinity, Bethlehem. Photo by Robert Romeril.
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On Ascension Day, May 13, on his 
annual visit to our parish, Bishop Paul 
dedicated our Memorial Garden at Trin-
ity, Bethlehem. The Celtic cross plus 
carefully maintained plants and fl owers 
help you contemplate God’s wonder as 
you enter the church. 

The garden has added a fresh new look 
to Trinity and even draws attention at 
night with beautiful lighting. Benches 
can be used for meditation or just wait-
ing for a ride. The garden will also be 
used as a resting place for those who wish 
to have their ashes interred outside the 
church.

Necessity drove the makeover of the 
building. The front area had to be dug up 
to waterproof the building. There were 
also drainage problems since the ground 
was fl at, so efforts were made to have wa-
ter fl ow to the gutters of Market Street. 
Rather than simply dig and replace, re-

search revealed that it would not cost 
that much more to add something new. 

Many people have been involved in 
this project, working with Artefact In-
corporated of Hellertown who made the 
original design, planting and maintain-
ing the fl owers, and working on many 
other details. Bob Romeril was seen at 
the church nearly every day even before 
the digging began, inspecting the vari-
ous ways that the building had to be im-
proved.

The original plan by Artefact was al-
tered. The paved area was expanded to 
be about nine feet wide for interment or 
other services. And the cross was moved 
closer to the edge of the garden.   

Bob said that a focal point was needed. 
Various things were considered, includ-
ing a fountain. The cross chosen looks 
like a Celtic one, but it is more properly 
known as a Canterbury cross. Ours is no-
table for having very short arms, and the 

The third is the area near the sidewalk 
named after St. Margaret of Scotland, 
celebrating the Episcopal Church’s his-
toric connection with that area of Brit-
ain. 

Trinity has just had its fi rst interment 
in the garden. It proved to be a beautiful 
area for a ceremony, a place where the 
ritual can be both subdued and meaning-
ful; where the connection with nature 
recognizes the continuity of the cycle of 
life and death; and an open space where 
participants can look to both the nur-
turing earth and the sky that reaches to 
heaven.

Although most of the plants are pe-
rennials, some seasonal ones are plant-
ed. As they bloom and change color 
throughout the year, the garden provides 
an ever new picture.  So make a point to 
look over the beautiful landscaping work 
when you come to the church, and give 
thanks for everyone who is making a 
small garden of peace on Market Street.

design of three concentric circles repre-
senting the Trinity.  In each of the cross’s 
four quarters, there is a tripartite Trinity 
knot.

Nothing suitable could be found “off 
the shelf”--we had to make one of our 
own, designed by Trinity parishioner 
Marius Bressoud.  He also supervised the 
construction of the cross by Bob Moll 
of Monumental Crafts of Hellertown, 
who chose the granite, excised the de-
tail, and placed it in the Garden. It is 
made of three pieces, a base, a pillar, and 
the cross. The three granite pieces came 
from a quarry in Vermont. They are rein-
forced with steel to hold them together 
and make it diffi cult to vandalize.  

The garden is divided into separate ar-
eas dedicated to different saints. One is 
named after St. Francis of Assisi. Here, 
pets may be interred as well as people. 
Another is the area near the cross, 
named after St. Thomas of Canterbury. 



From the old joke department, I told a 
colleague that I had a new heart medicine 
(I do), and that I was having some trouble 
following its directions. The fi rst was easy: 
Do not drink alcohol while taking this 
medication. The second was harder: Keep 
away from children.

I was hoping for a quick chuckle, which 
I got. My colleague was more playful—
and thoughtful—than I. He added, “It’s 
an odd sort of medicine that thinks keeping 
away from children is good for your heart.” 
Touché. 

Children bring us so many gifts. Every-
body has their favorite. Mine is that children 
bring out my imagination and sense of play. 
When I visit with children during a Sunday 
service, it’s the time in the week I feel most 
free, most safe. It’s good for my heart.

It was a great step in evolution when 
the Romantic movement discovered 
childhood. I found myself wishing I had 
a platoon of children to send in when the 
bloggers starting arguing after the fi nal 
episode of Lost aired on television. 

The series was about plane crash survivors 
who work out their personal issues and rela-
tionship problems on a Pacifi c island. The 
jungle island has polar bears, lost colonies, 

archaeological remains, and nuclear weap-
ons. There are fl ash-forwards, backwards 
and sideways. And there is time travel. 

In other words, it is all dreamlike and 
slightly mind-bending fun. Everything is 
imaginable, and in six seasons just about 
everything happens. People are born and 
people die. They have issues with their 
parents. They love and hate. They change.

The writers had a lark, but something 
else was happening in the audience. Some 
viewers, known as Losties, were attaching 
Deep Meaning to the show just as Trek-
kies did to Star Trek.

I think that is basically good news. 
Think about the themes of Lost. Char-
acters work out their own issues at the 
same time that they participate in a com-
munity not of their choosing.  They can 
decide to help save the world. Life defeats 
death. That an audience would be commit-
ted to these themes is strong evidence that 
a yearning for meaning and connectedness 
still thrives amidst the quirks in our culture. 

The twist was obvious before the end of 
the fi rst season: these characters are dead 
and are being given a last chance to de-
velop as human beings. It’s not a new plot, 
but here it is wonderfully done. Sort of 
“Groundhog Day of the Dead.” That this 
twist was “revealed” in the last episode 
can have shocked only literary innocents. 

So whether you use the word “Purga-
tory” or not, the idea played with in Lost is 
the yearning each of us has to get it right. 
Through many a struggle the characters 
basically do get it right, are reconciled, 

and go on to a pleasant afterlife. The story 
is fuzzy and imprecise. It also fi ts the “basic 
story” that C. S. Lewis says is at the bot-
tom of most the great stories worldwide. 
Life has a goal, and attaining it is some-
times very hard work. Life defeats death. 

On the child’s make-believe level, 
where all equations do not need to bal-
ance, Lost is a wonderful playground for 
the mind, and I am happy to let it go at 
that. But what are we to make of the Lostie 
“theologians” who need the series to have 
a consistent and fi nely-defi ned philosophy 
where everything makes precise sense? 
Some indignantly hate the ending, others 
gleefully shout that they told us so, oth-
ers triumphantly see their own religion’s 
catechism writ large in the script. Some 
patently cannot handle the ambiguities 
presented. And they argue. For them, the 
fun is gone amidst the arguing.

When we over-invest data in symbols or 
rituals, which do their work by evocation 
and ambiguity, we kill them. All too often 
the human desire for security and control 
takes over, and living symbols become in-
animate objects. Imagination dies. This 
is why most explanations of the alleged 
meaning of church ritual and hardware 
are not only wrong but also damaging.

On the other hand, for instance, the ge-
nius of having four gospels is that we can 
never get the story down pat, so we have 
to hold their different reports and points 
of view in a tension that makes our sense 
of balance better. We understand them as 
we live them. There is a great gift here. 
Arguing about the details destroys the 

sweep of the narrative, and keeps people 
from entering into the drama personally. 
The debate about Lost teaches us some-
thing about the temptations that come to 
all religions: the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life (2 Cor. 3:6).  

Children are fascinated by stories and 
love to play them. They get meanings they 
could never defi ne with precision by do-
ing them. They would know to leave Lost 
alone and just enjoy it.

Come and play along with me and the 
children’s ministry of the Diocese on July 
10, at Good Shepherd in Scranton. Dr. Se-
uss will be our guide and the Sneetches our 
playmates. Parents are more than welcome 
to stay all day and play, too. (It will be good 
for their hearts.)

Lost horizons on TV and in life

From risk to opportunities: Congregational renewal in the Diocese of Bethlehem
By ty weLLeS And cAnon Andrew GernS

A group of laity and clergy are working 
to create a process to assist congregations 
with renewal and development in rapidly 
changing times, based on utilizing inher-
ent strengths in local communities and 
networking parishes with similar situations 
in creative and collaborative ways.

The group was called together in re-
sponse to Bishop Paul Marshall’s address 
to the Diocesan Convention in October, 
2009. Bishop Marshall said the following 
concerning congregations in the diocese: 

“The problem with help [for parishes] 
from the outside is that it can look and 
feel imposed. Therefore, to help less en-
dangered parishes reclaim their vitality 
I have been meeting with the Congre-
gational Development Commission in 
order to reorganize their activities.  . . . . 
.  It is very important to me that parishes 
in similar situations talk with each other 
and as far as possible, work together.” 

Soon after Convention, Bishop Paul 
invited the Congregational Develop-
ment Commission, and a group inter-
ested laity and clergy together to talk 
about how the congregational devel-
opment process can be reoriented. In-
stead of providing resources to assist 
congregations from “above” as it did in 
the past, the goal will be to facilitate 
parishes to work together for renew-
al. The goal will bring together dioc-
esan and congregational resources in 
a network to assist both troubled and 
stable congregations move from mere 
survival to a sense of Christ-centered 
vitality and world-focused mission. 

The new group is chaired by the Rev. 
Charles Cesaretti and consists of Bishop 
Paul, Archdeacon Howard Stringfel-
low, Fr. Cesaretti, Canon Jane Teter, 
Canon George Loeffl er, Canon Andrew 
Gerns, Fr. Bill McGinty, Fr. Scott Allen, 
Charles Warwick, Ty Welles, Rachel 
Bartron, and Dean Tony Pompa. Some 

of these people were already members of 
the Congregational Development Com-
mission, and others represented both 
parishes and other programs or oversight 
committees of the diocese.

The group designated a drafting team 
tasked to develop a report about the cur-
rent state of congregation development 
and support as well as the needs, hopes and 
vision of the various groups and parishes 
in the diocese.  The group convened four 
mini-consultations with representative fo-
cus groups from across the diocese to seek 
out information, background and sugges-
tions. One consultation was with a joint 
meeting of  Diocesan Council and the 
Standing Committee; a second was with 
diocesan staff; a third was with represen-
tatives of a number of parishes exhibiting 
growth; and a fourth was with representa-
tives of a number of struggling parishes.  

The report, titled From Risks to Op-
portunities: Congregational Renewal in the 

Diocese of Bethlehem was the result.  The 
paper describes the standards, practices, 
and resources that will foster faithfulness 
of ministry in every congregation of the 
diocese.  The writers suggested that the 
mission and instrumentality of the com-
mittee should be to strengthen all par-
ishes, especially those that have exhib-
ited vitality; provide resources to those 
congregations “at risk”; and provide 
self-realization and eventuality to those 
congregations that have lost their sense 
of purpose or vitality.

After being presented to Diocesan 
Council, the Standing Committee, the 
Incorporated Trustees, and various pro-
gram committees of the diocese, the out-
line in From Risks to Opportunities will be 
brought to the diocese at large through 
Diocesan Convention this fall. These 
three articles provide the background for 
the decisions we will make together in 
October.       [Continued on page A3]
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On the Feast of Corpus Christi

From risk to opportunities: Congregational renewal in the Diocese of Bethlehem (continued)

At the heart of the findings described 
in  From Risks to Opportunities is the defi-
nition of mission found in the catechism 
in the Book of Common Prayer: “the 
mission of the Church is to restore all 
people to unity with God and each other 
in Christ.  The mission is pursued as it 
prays, worships, proclaims the Gospel, 
and promotes justice, peace, and love.  
This mission is carried out through the 
ministry of all its members.” This un-
derstanding of mission proclaims that 
our first and primary relationship is with 
God; the second relationship is in the 
worship and proclamation of the church; 
and the third relationship is with the 
community and the world.  From Risks to 
Opportunities suggested that this should 
be adopted as the mission statement of 
the committee.

A second suggestion was that the 
committee be renamed The Commit-
tee on Congregational Renewal.  This 
would align the committee with the 
mission statement, and with both the 
goal and process. 

A third finding in From Risks to Oppor-
tunities was that the Committee on Con-
gregational Renewal should become the 
catalyst and agent for a multi-year program 

to shepherd all congregations of the dio-
cese to renewal and transformation, and to 
move from risk to opportunities. 

Out of the meetings held by the com-
mittee there developed a number of as-
sumptions:

1. The bedrock of Christian action 
is a spiritual life, which must start, di-
rect, and  sustain all congregational 
life.  

2. Congregations must focus on 
their strengths rather than on their 
weaknesses. 

3. Congregations can greatly 
strengthen their witness when they 
link up with neighboring congrega-
tions in cooperative ventures. 

4. Congregations do better when 
they do not become dependent upon 
outside sources.  

5. Many clergy are ill-prepared 
to lead a small rural or village 
church. 

6. Every congregation in the diocese 
must be included in the renewal and 
transformational process at the appro-
priate level.

The Committee 
on Congregational 
Renewal is devel-
oping a process for 
the diocese and 
congregations to 
move into a new 
era of renewal for 
parishes in the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem.  
The vision also 
includes improved 
collaboration be-
tween the several 
commissions of the 
diocese. 

As we move to-
wards Diocesan 
Convention this 
coming Octo-
ber, the next two 
parts in this series will describe in more 
detail how this process will be laid out 
and frame the discussion and decisions 
before us.  We will spell out the ways in 
which parishes in the diocese can move 
into the renewal process beginning at 
the convention, and how every Episco-
palian in northeast Pennsylvania can 
support a renewed, re-vitalized sense of 

mission and Christian community.

[Editor’s note: This is the first of a three 
part series focusing on congregational re-
newal within the diocese. If you would 
like further information please contact Fr. 
Charles Cesaretti or one of the members 
listed in the article.]
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By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGfeLLow

In the Name of the True and Living 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Thanks go to Father Daniel Jones and 
to all the people involved in the celebra-
tion of this Feast for the kind invitation to 
celebrate and to preach this Eucharist.  I 
am grateful indeed.  Father Jones is on my 
mind these days as Sunday will be his last 
as rector of this parish.  He is retiring at 
least for the second time.  Please accept my 
condolences, Father Jones.  I extend my 
condolences even as I ask his priestly col-
leagues here tonight to have some pity on 
him and to extend to him the courtesy and 
the opportunity from time to time to plead 
the sacrifice of the Eucharist at one of the 
altars in their stewardship.

What, really, is going on tonight?  It’s a 
warm night in Wilkes-Barre, and I could 
be doing something else entirely.  I could 
be traveling back to the Wyoming Valley 
from watching the Yankee game this af-
ternoon in the Bronx.  Why did I choose 
to do this rather than that?  The answer 
to that question is the main point I wish 
to make, and I plan to take it up after 
making the briefest trip through renais-
sance drama and historical theology.

Hamlet has a scene where the king, 
Claudius, is at prayer.  Probably he has a 
lot to bring to the Lord.  Claudius likely 
killed his brother to get the crown and 
his brother’s wife.  He works hard at his 
prayer, and he makes an effort to repent 
that would satisfy the most demanding 
confessor, but the scene ends not with 
repentance nor with the satisfaction of 
a deed well done but with this couplet:

My words fly up, my thoughts remain below.
Words without thoughts never to heaven go.     

(III.iii.97-98)

Claudius is not able to pray.  That ter-
rifies me.  It is totally beyond my experi-

ence.  Think of the possibility that your 
prayers are not heard for whatever rea-
son, or that there is no one there when 
you pray.  I understand that terrifying 
possibility as a dramatic representation 
of one or more of the striking ideas of 
the Protestant Reformation.

Standing silently and stolidly behind 
Claudius’ inability to pray, I believe, are 
the twin towers of the Reformation: Lu-
ther and Calvin.  For Luther and Cal-
vin believe that our wills are not free.  
Claudius may not be free to pray to God; 
he may not be free to repent of the sins 
we believe he committed.  In the world 
of Luther and Calvin’s theology (and 
much less urgently Saint Augustine’s) 
we are not free, unaided by prevenient 
grace, to take a decision that leads to our 
repentance or to our salvation.

For early Protestants Luther solved the 
mystery of grace and free will when he de-
nied the freedom of the will in De Servo 
Arbitrio (On the Bondage of the Human Will, 
1525), a riposte to Erasmus.  In it Luther 
congratulates Erasmus on having seen that 
the denial of free will was the foundation of 
nascent Lutheran theology: “You have not 
wearied me with all those extraneous issues 
about the Papacy, purgatory, indulgences 
and such like—trifles, rather than issues—
in respect of which almost all to date have 
sought my blood (though without success); 
you, and you alone, have seen the hinge on 
which all turns, and aimed for the vital spot.  
For that I heartily thank you” (Packer and 
Johnston, trans., 1957, p. 319).

Luther and Calvin see the human 
race as not simply losing free will, but as 
never possessing it.  And Calvin’s views 
on the subject pervade his Institutes of 
the Christian Religion (1536) where he 
stresses repeatedly that the human lack 
of free will is the result of God’s will—
a will that has determined, in eternity, 
what the eternal fate of every person will 

immutably and irrevocably be, whether 
for the elect or for the reprobate.

Claudius may simply be, very sadly, a 
theatrical representation in accord with 
Calvin’s theology of those unfortunates 
whose reprobation God willed from 
eternity.  Both his attempt to repent 
and his failure to repent may be part 
of an awesome decree that withholds 
from him the grace necessary to repent.  
Calvin is memorably logical and inflex-
ible on the subject: “Againe I aske: how 
came it to passe, that the fall of Adam 
did wrap up in eternall death so many 
nations with their children being in-
fants, without remedie, but because it 
so pleased God?  Here their tongues 
which are otherwise so prattling, must 
of necessity be dumme.  It is a terrible 
decree, I graunt: yet no man shalbe able 
to denie, but that God foreknewe what 
end man should have ere he created 
him, and therefore foreknewe it because 
he had so ordeined by his decree” (Insti-
tutes, III.xxiii.7, Norton, trans., 1582).

And so, I return to the original ques-
tion of this homily: What, really, is go-
ing on tonight?  Why did I choose to do 
this rather than go to the game in the 
Bronx?  Why have all of us put aside the 
other opportunities tonight affords to be 
here and to celebrate the Feast of Cor-
pus Christi?  I can answer for myself, and 
I can hope your consciences allow you 
to agree or to write your own version.

Not very much reformed, I am here 
and take the occasion of celebrating 
this Eucharist to give an assent of my 
will to God and so to continue a rela-
tionship and a conversation as old as 
my consciousness.  Any feast, any ser-
vice of prayer, or any reading of Scrip-
ture, of course, is an occasion that may 
be used similarly.  More specifically, by 
asking God’s blessing on this bread and 
this wine, I exercise to its fullest extent 

the agency given me, my free will, for 
the purpose of carrying out God’s mis-
sion in the world that is the reconcili-
ation of the world to God.  By pleading 
the sacrifice of the Eucharist tonight, I 
ask that this sacrament incorporate all 
who partake of it into the mystical Body 
of Christ and that all of us be Christ’s 
Body in the world that is so desperate 
for meaning and purpose.  I ask God to 
forgive and to restore all who have erred 
or sinned to his fellowship and to ours.  
All of these things are most definitely in 
play in my intention tonight.  The Feast 
of Corpus Christi is a feast—like any 
other—whereby our identity as God’s 
servants and as Christ’s Body may be 
realized and strengthened.  In fact, so 
many wonderful things are in play to-
night, that were they so clearly in play 
every night, I very well might chose to 
keep only them in play and never watch 
a Yankee game again.

And now to God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit be as-
cribed, as is most justly due, all might, 
power, dominion, and praise, henceforth 
and forever more.  Amen.

[Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow 
preached this sermon June 3, 2010 at Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre]



By dAnA whedon

On Thursday, May 13th the 
Northampton Council Area Agency 
on Aging Advisory Council award-
ed their annual Outstanding Senior 
Awards to ten deserving honorees 
including St. George’s, Hellertown’s 
own Marjorie George. A long time 
volunteer and member of the parish, 
Margie was nominated by the church 
for her commitment and generosity of 
time and talent.

To quote the agency; “Our Out-
standing Seniors Awards are given to 
individuals who contribute their time 
and talents for the benefit of others in 
our community through outreach, per-
sonal action, inspiration, public service, 
sports/educational efforts and civic hu-
manitarian endeavors. They are people 
whose passion for helping others is evi-
dent through their actions.”

For almost 40 years, Margie’s pas-
sion for helping St. George’s parish 
has been evident through her roles 
as Senior Warden, Junior Warden, 
as chairperson of multiple commit-
tees, head of Christian Education and 
Property and as the volunteer admin-
istrator. Every Sunday Margie walks to 
church at 7:00 A.M. to open the doors 
and on Wednesday she can be found 
helping out in the office. Several days 

a week she checks the mail and phone 
messages. She loves St. George’s and 
its people and as a part time church, 
they would be lost without her.

In addition, Margie is also the Presi-
dent of the Tenant Association at Sau-
con Manor, where she arranges guest 
speakers and events. She collects used 
prescription bottles for missionary 
groups. She is heavily involved in the 
Hellertown Lions Club, the Heller-
town Enhancement Group (Music in 
the Park), the Hellertown Police Block 
Watch and other local organizations.

The ceremony was held at Wesley 
United Methodist Church on Cen-
ter St. in Bethlehem. Also honored 
were E. Louise Auchenbach, Wood-
row Bartholomew, Sandra A. Brown, 
Charmaine Collins, Anna Rose Dra-
go, Phyllis Fisher, Janet Harris, Janet 
Miller and Edward K. Rohrbach.

The Intergenerational Award was 
given to Monsignor Joseph P. Dooley 
and the Group award went to the Mid-
County Senior Center Sewing Group. 
The event was led by John R. Mehler,

Director of the NCAAA who high-
lighted in his speech that it was not only 
an opportunity to honor the award re-
cipients but also to be inspired by them.

Each honoree was asked to provide 

Margie George receives her award from John R. Mehler, Director of NCAAA. Photo by Dana Whedon.

their “Philosophy on Life” which was 
included in the photo slide show pre-
sentation during the program. Margie 
summed it up with these words:

“Enjoy life to the fullest and be happy. 
Keep busy with people so that you do not 
have time to get old and most of all live 
by the Golden Rule: ‘Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.’”

Recipients were presented with a 
plaque from the NCAAA as well as 
certificates from their State Senate and 
House of Representatives and their U.S. 
Senate and House representatives.

St. George’s was thrilled that the 
NCAAA acknowledged Margie’s gifts 
to her community and congratulates 
her on her well-deserved award.

By LArry GehrinG

Thanks to a generous donation by 
local artist and congregation mem-
ber Barbara Sowinski, the long run-
ning problem of inadequate lighting 
has been resolved at Christ Episcopal 
Church, Towanda.

This historic Gothic church was 
erected in 1889 and the nave was il-
luminated by 100 gas candle burners 
in groups of twelve attached to the 
columns which support the clerestory 
arches, and the chancel was lighted by 
50 candle burners. Early in the 20th 
Century, the lighting was replaced 
with electric lights and six large bulbs 
were placed in the nave. We assume 
these had a dramatic effect at the turn 
of the last century; however, with at 
least one source stating that there are 
only 165 sunny days a year in Bradford 
County, these lights now leave a bit to 
be desired. Thankfully, the gas candles 
were never removed.

It is these old gas candles that were 
refurbished and turned into electric 
lights by Artech Church Interiors of 
Danbury, CT. A 60 watt bulb has been 
placed where there was once only a 
candle flame. By doing this, the his-
toric beauty of the church’s interior 
has been maintained while at the same 
time greatly increasing the amount of 
light available. To further enhance the 
new lighting, local electrician Gene 
Helmuth installed the lights with dim-
mer switches controlling each pair of 
adjacent columns. There are also re-
furbished lights near the pulpit, organ 
and lectern.

Bishop Paul, Barbara Sowinski, and Maureen Hipple rejoice under the newly restored lights made possible by a generous donation from Ms. Sowinski. Photo 
by Larry Gehring.

The lights were dedicated during a 
Service for Evening Prayer at 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday, May 18th. The service was 
officiated by Bishop Paul.

 Proceeds from the offering were 
given to “Grace Connection,” a min-
istry of churches in the Towanda, 
Northeast Bradford, Wyalusing, and 
Sullivan County school districts in 

northeast Pennsylvania. They provide 
assistance to all residents within those 
school districts who have emergency 
needs (Housing, Utilities, Heating, 
Food, etc.).
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“Time is a gift. Self is a special gift.”--Eileen B. Segal

Let there be new light at Christ Church, Towanda



Unconditional acceptance that knows no boundaries
By Peter d’AnGio

Last week Maria Tjeltveit, Fred 
Mauger and I made our way across rain 
slicked Wyoming Avenue here in Scran-
ton to the Cathedral of Saint Peter to 
attend the ordination and installation of 
Msgr. Joseph Bambera as the tenth bish-
op of the Diocese of Scranton. I went 
with a lot of excitement, of course. What 
a thrilling day, with all the excitement of 
the assembled faithful to welcome a new 
bishop. We witnessed new beginnings 
and a resurgence of hope, not only for 
the faithful of the Diocese of Scranton, 
but also for its ecumenical partners, for 
congregations like Saint Luke’s.

Even though I am a consummate reli-
gious insider, I also went to that celebra-
tion with a certain amount of trepida-
tion. Even though it is catty-corner to 
Saint Luke’s in the three years I have 
been here, I had never been in Saint Pe-
ter’s before. I went as a guest, a relative 
stranger, entering into a community that 
was celebrating a rite designed to pass 
along very specific Roman Catholic tra-
ditions. They were making one of their 
own their bishop, and I and the other 
guests had no real place, except as ob-
servers. In particular, the exclusion from 
receiving the Eucharist brought home 
the feeling of not part of the group, a 
time when the needs of the institutional 
church trump the call of Jesus to love.

Now we Episcopalians make similar 
institutional distinctions in the recep-
tion of communion. We set the bar fairly 
low—that is at baptism—but we erect 
a barrier nonetheless. It is the nature of 
groups to have a means by which they 
maintains their boundaries. To feel safe, 
to feel that life has meaning, to feel 
loved and wanted, we construct catego-
ries of insiders and outsiders.

However, Jesus calls us to different 
way of life in the gospel for the Easter 
season. We continue John’s farewell dis-
course, taking up directly after the read-
ing for last Sunday. Jesus amplifies his 
command that the disciples show love 
for one other, telling them that they are 
to abide in his love. We may think that 
this command to abide means a simple 
resting in Jesus’ love, settling in to a soft 
embrace, a union with the Christ that 
seems almost mystic. But earlier in the 
discourse Jesus used the image of the 
vine and the branches, urging his dis-
ciples to bear fruit and so prove to be his 
followers. Abiding means doing, not to 
produce our salvation, but as the fruit of 
it: that we do the commands of Jesus as 
the result of his love for us.

The Adult Faith Formation Group 
at Saint Luke’s has been reading Sara 
Miles’s memoir, Jesus Freak, about her 
experience with the food pantry at Saint 
Gregory Nyssa Episcopal Church in San 
Francisco. The premise of the pantry is 
simple: it is not charity, it is not about 
helping the poor, and it is not about 
rules. Rather, Miles says that the pantry 
embodies this love of Jesus: uncondition-
al acceptance that knows no boundaries.

One day Miles visited a fourth grade 
classroom. The children had come to 
help at the pantry the week before. If 
you know anything about fourth graders, 

it is that they are into rules: into making 
sure that things are fair. Based on what 
they had observed, they asked Miles: 
“’How do you know the people who 
come to get food really need it?’ ‘How 
come some people have cell phones and 
cars but they still get free food?’ ‘Do peo-
ple take advantage of you?’” She muses: 
“How could I explain it? I thought…
about the completely unworldly senti-
ments expressed in the words inscribed 
on Saint Gregory’s altar: ‘Did not the 
Lord dine with publicans and harlots? 
Therefore make no distinction between 
worthy and unworthy: all must be equal 
in your eyes to love and serve’” (p. 36).

She goes on: “We had set up our food 
pantry right around that altar, but the 
words were going to be hard for fourth 
graders…. So I talked with [them] about 
the idea of ‘taking advantage,’ explain-
ing that it was impossible to be taken 
advantage of as long as you were giving 
something away without conditions. ‘If 
it’s a trade, then it’s fair or unfair…. But 
if I’m going to give it away to you any-
way, no matter what you do, then you 
can’t take advantage of me’” (p. 37).

The kids responded. One child said 
thoughtfully, “I think…it’s cool how 
people can’t take advantage of you. 
That sort of means the pantry is invin-
cible’” (p. 38). The kind of invincibility 
to which the child refers is not a bullet-
proof quality that cannot be defeated. 
This invincibility does not mean infal-
libility. That child recognized the deep 
truth that love trumps all other things. 
Invincible means that life over triumphs 

over death, generosity over scarcity, 
overflowing love over the impulse to restrict 
or ration. No one can take advantage, no 
one can undermine, and no one can claim 
greater authority when love is the rule.

This love always finds its expression 
in action, certainly, but in reflective 
action. Professor Roberta Bondi says, 
love is “a way of seeing habitually and 
responding to the real…needs of people 
we encounter…every single day” (To 
Love as God Loves: Conversations with 
the Early Church, pp. 34-35).

Let’s spend a minute on this. Love we 
see starts not in action, but in vision: 
not the world of ideas and hopes, but 
in the senses, in the body, in love incar-
nate. First we look and see. We recog-
nize the humanity—and the spark of di-
vinity—in the other. We recognize our 
interconnectedness; as Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu says, “I am because we are:” 
I exist because I am seen and known by 
others. Seeing goes beyond recognition, 
Bondi says; it means responding to the 
real needs of others. How do we know 
what these real needs are? Again, we re-
frain from action we act in a simple, yet 
revolutionary step: we ask. As clergy, we 
are prone to skip this step. Trained in 
a diagnostic model we often prescribe 
what we perceive others need rather 
than engage them in their own process. 
We fall into this diagnostic trap when 
we engage in the practice of love, which 
often turns out to be thinly disguised 
nineteenth century charity, a way of 
doing at others rather than doing with 
them.

Charity often begins with an assump-
tion: that the hungry need to be fed—but 
only with food. That the homeless need 
shelter—and not a place to call home. 
That the poor need a handout—rather 
than a way to give as well to receive. Sara 
Miles discovered this at St. Gregory’s. Vol-
unteers at the food pantry were not mem-
bers of St. Gregory’s. People stepped out of 
waiting in line to receive food and asked 
her, “Do you need help?”

In her first book she says, “there 
wasn’t a clear line between the public 
[and the volunteers]…” (Take This Bread, 
p. 213). One volunteer, a meth addicted 
schizophrenic, reflected: “’I came here to 
get food and then I thought I could be a 
volunteer, and volunteering changed me. 
Now every time I give out food and make 
contact and am able to smile at some-
body…I’m being fed by it’” (Take This 
Bread, p. 215). This volunteer is abiding 
in the love that Jesus calls us to. This love 
presumes connection—I see you and in 
this connection real needs are met.

In this way, love always enacted in 
community. To feel loved, to feel safe, 
and to feel wanted no longer means 
constructing categories of insiders and 
outsiders, of erecting barriers designed 
to exclude. Love means to embrace by 
first seeing then asking and finally act-
ing: giving love away to all, no strings 
attached, following the example of our 
Savior Jesus Christ who first loves us so 
that we may love others.

[Peter D’Angio is the Rector of St. Luke’s, Scranton 
and preached this sermon at Clergy Day on May 6th.]

Trinity, Easton receives $25,000 UTO grant
Trinity, Easton was awarded a $25,000 

grant by the United Thank Offering of 
the Episcopal Church for kitchen equip-
ment to support the parish’s weekly Ark 
Soup Kitchen and other ministries. The 
award was announced in a letter to the 
Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall, Bishop of Beth-
lehem, on May 19, 2010 and is to be used 
between June 1, 2010 and May 31, 2011. 

“I am happy to see Trinity’s ministry rec-
ognized at the national level.” Bishop Paul 
said. “The grant is both a material support 
to the parish, and also an enormous en-
couragement to all who labor to make our 
churches effective witnesses of God’s love.”

The mission of the UTO is “To ex-
pand the circle of thankful people and 
to achieve this mission, we encourage 
daily prayers, offerings, and awareness 
of the abundance of God’s blessings.”  
UTO gives grants to projects that “sig-
nificantly impact the lives of women 
and children because of Christ’s love” 
and on “projects that implement sig-
nificant change toward alleviating pro-
found human suffering that the Millen-
nium Development Goals address.” 

The Ark Soup Kitchen at Trin-
ity Church has been in existence since 
1995, when a group called the Servant 
Circle began a Saturday lunch program 
for the poor, homeless and those in 
special need in Easton. The first lunch 
served some 30 guests, and over the 
years, the Ark Soup Kitchen has grown 

By cAnon Andrew GernS to average 60-80 meals each week.
The weekly meal serves a cross-sec-

tion of people who live in and around 
the downtown area where Trinity is lo-
cated. There are “single room occupan-
cy hotel” residents, those with chronic 
addiction and/or mental health issues, 
and a considerable number of the work-
ing poor and their family members, who 
just do not have enough money to get 
by each month.  

The Ark Soup Kitchen is held in the 
parish hall of Trinity, Easton. Our newly 
enlarged space and kitchen facility will 
provide more room both for preparing 
food, and for relieving the very cramped 
seating by adding 18-24 additional seats to 
our hall. It will also allow us to offer im-
proved space to the 12-Step groups that 

meet on a regular basis – and will allow us 
to offer ministry in new and creative ways. 

The kitchen equipment that the grant 
will make possible includes a new exhaust 
hood and fire suppression system (already 
ordered or installed because of construc-
tion requirements), a new stove with a 
double oven, a convection oven & warm-
er, a commercial dishwasher, freezer, refrig-
erator, and a double sink for pot-washing.  
The commercial grade kitchen will both 
be easier to clean and allow community 
and church groups that volunteer to staff 
the Ark Soup Kitchen to cook meals on 
the premises instead of simply warming 
food prepared elsewhere.  

The kitchen area is expected to open 
in June or early July with a grand open-
ing celebration and dedication planned 
for early September.

Volunteers make sandwiches in Trinity’s current, cramped, kitchen. Photo by Canon Andrew Gerns.
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Electing a deputation

In the Episcopal Church, we take 
quite seriously the ministry of the bap-
tized. That is, we assume all members 
of our church have gifts for ministry 
and are called to serve. Our catechism 
names the ministers of our church as 
“lay persons, bishops, priests, and dea-
cons,” and further declares that one as-
pect of the ministry of lay persons is to 
“take their place in the life, worship, and 
governance of the Church.” (The Book of 
Common Prayer, p. 855) 

This call to serve for all orders is re-
fl ected in the General Convention, the 
governing body of our church, in which 
lay persons, bishops, priests and deacons 
all have a voice and a vote. This inclusion 
of all orders of ministry in our governance 
structure is a gift we offer the Anglican 
Communion; not every member group of 
the communion operates democratically.

The General Convention is a bicam-
eral legislature consisting of the House 
of Deputies and the House of Bishops. 

The House of Deputies consists of up to 
eight deputies from each diocese: four 
lay and four clergy (priests or deacons). 
The House of Bishops consists of all ac-
tive and retired bishops in the Episco-
pal Church. The General Convention 
meets every three years to adopt legisla-
tion for our church and make other de-
cisions that affect the mission, ministry 
and worship of the Episcopal Church.

This fall, as part of our Diocesan Con-
vention, we will be electing a new Deputa-
tion to be seated in the House of Deputies 
for the 77th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church that meets in Indianap-
olis the summer of 2012. A deputy is a per-
son empowered to act for another. When 
we elect eight deputies from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem this fall, we are choosing those 
people we wish to send, or depute, to par-
ticipate in the legislative governance of the 
Episcopal Church. We trust that they will 
act faithfully and prayerfully. We rely on 
their diligence in preparation. We expect 
them to attend the General Convention 
with minds open to the voices of others 
and hearts open to the movement of the 
Holy Spirit. We do not send them with a 
list of how to vote. We do send them with 
our prayers and support and trust.

In our Diocese, we elect a deputation 
that serves for three years. A large piece 

of the work of a General Convention 
Deputy consists of spending two weeks 
in a convention center dealing with leg-
islation and theology all day long. This 
requires deputies to prepare in advance, 
be informed about the issues, patient 
with legislative process, and respectful 
of our church’s history and tradition. 
But the work of a deputy encompasses 
much more. Deputies are called to in-
form the members of the diocese about 
the issues facing General Convention 
before it meets, and to report on the ac-
tions of convention after it concludes. 

In our diocese, deputies are out and 
about. They speak at parish and regional 
forums, write about church-wide issues, 
and fi eld questions from individuals and 
groups. They offer educational opportu-
nities for members of our diocese about 
the function of General Convention. 
As the time of convention approaches, 
they meet together for prayer and dis-
cernment. They keep informed on mat-
ters of concern to the entire Episcopal 
Church, such as medical insurance for 
church employees, and how these issues 
affect the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

The important work of electing a dep-
utation calls for prayerful discernment. 
Some members of our diocese may be in 
discernment about whether to put their 
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By cAnon Anne Kitch

names forward as nominees for General 
Convention Deputy. When our Dioc-
esan Convention convenes in October, 
parish delegates will be in discernment 
about whom they wish to deputize to 
the 77th General Convention. This fall 
we have the opportunity once again to 
choose how we exercise leadership in the 
larger church through our governance. I 
hope all of us in the diocese understand 
our participation in the General Con-
vention as exercising gifts of ministry 
and service.

[Anne E. Kitch is Canon for Formation in the 
Christian Faith for the Diocese of Bethlehem and 
Chair of the Deputation to General Convention 
from the Diocese of Bethlehem, 2007-2010]

By KAthArine hooPeS

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Leba-
non is located diagonally across the 
street from Harding Elementary School. 
Harding School has a student popula-
tion of 600, 52% being Hispanic. There 
is a small representation of other nation-
alities in the student body as well, which 
necessitates extra time and attention 
for these children. While families are in 
the lower income bracket, Harding par-
ents, like most parents, generally want 
the best for their children but do not 
always know how to achieve it. Thus it 
was that in 2007, members of St. Luke’s 
approached Harding to determine what 
needs could be met by the church. One 
of the most pressing needs was for tutors 
to work with individual children or with 
small groups and KID LINK was born.

This Outreach Program consists of a 
small group of volunteers who, individu-
ally, work about three hours per week with 
an assigned teacher at the school. It is 
sometimes a frustrating task – dealing with 
the little Haitian girl who has just arrived, 
the child who has just been placed in his 
third foster home, the fi rst having been in 
Puerto Rico, or the little girl who refuses 
to speak English no matter how much the 
teacher or volunteer encourages her. But, 
the work is always rewarding! School staff 
is ever grateful and volunteers establish 
closeness with the students.

Recently, when a school dress code 
went into effect, a clothing problem 
arose. St. Luke’s parishioners readily 
stepped up to the plate and more than 
fi lled the need for specifi c items of cloth-
ing. They also helped by funding a fi eld 
trip and providing classroom supplies 
that are not always covered in the school 
budget. Harding Elementary School has 

been adopted by St. Luke’s Church and 
the Parish looks toward continuing the 
program in the next school year.    

Front Yard Ministry
[Canon Anne Kitch responds]

Sometimes the opportunity for min-
istry is no farther away than your front 
yard. This is what I thought when I fi rst 
heard about KID LINK. When I visited 
St. Luke’s in Lebanon this spring, Katha-
rine Hoopes animatedly described this 
program to me. I am grateful that she 
took the opportunity to write about it. 
In a particular way, KID LINK puts St. 
Luke’s ahead of the times as an Episco-
pal parish. They began this ministry in 
2007. Two years later, other Episcopa-
lians would articulate a desire to respect 
the dignity of every child by specifi cally 
reaching out to public schools.

When the 76th General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church met in Anaheim, 
California during the summer of 2009, a 
resolution titled “Equitable Education for 
All our Children” (B025) was presented 
and passed. In part, this resolution:

•urges dioceses to encourage every 
congregation to develop a partnership 
with a local public school

•urges every Episcopalian to give 40 
hours a year in support of public educa-
tion through direct service, participation 
in community based educational enrich-
ment opportunities, advocacy and/or 
teacher support

The resolution further asks that the 
results of these efforts be reported to 
the 77th General Convention, which 
will meet in Indianapolis the summer of 
2012.

If your congregation is engaged in such 
a ministry, I would love to hear about it. 
Or perhaps some of you will be inspired 
by St. Luke’s example. There are many 
General Convention resolutions that of-
fer opportunities for mission and minis-
try. All resolutions of the 76th General 

Convention can be viewed on-line at 
generalconvention.org/gc/legislation. 
There may be a ministry in your front 
yard waiting to be discovered.

[If you would like more information about 
children’s ministries, please contact Canon 
Anne Kitch.]

Parishioners volunteer to work with children at St. Luke’s, Lebanon KID LINK program. Photo provided 
by Terry Wible.
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The Bakery and electronic newsletters –– The online Bak-
ery, includes news, ideas, opinion and conversation related to our di-
ocesan community, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Commu-
nion. Consider becoming a baker in the House of Bread. Bethlehem, 
you know, means “House of Bread” in Hebrew. There are a wealth of  
electronic newsletters available on our diocesan web site, www.diobeth.
org. Complete the bit of information requested at the “Get Connected” 
box, column on the right to join either Bakery or any of the other re-
sources listed. Thank you for becoming a baker in the House of Bread.

Jul. 4:  Bishop Paul, St. James’, Dundaff

Jul. 10: Bishop’s Day with Kids, “The 
Gospel According to Dr. Seuss”, Good 
Shepherd, Scranton 9:30 A.M. to 3:30 
P.M. Registration now open online at 
www.diobeth.org

Jul. 10: Daughters of the King Pic-
nic, Gouldsboro State Park, Route 
423, Tobyhanna, noon to 6:00 P.M. 
Please contact Brenda Syle if you are 
coming: tbnksyle@epix.net 

Jul. 11: Easton’s Heritage Day, Trini-
ty, Easton, noon to 5:00 P.M. with Sit-
greaves Coffeehouse in Conine Hall 
at Trinity from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. The 
interfaith worship service kicking the 
festivities off will be held at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church at 10:00 A.M. and 
most festivities follow until 5:00 P.M. 
at Center Square.

Jul. 12-16: Community Vacation Bible 
School, First UCC, Palmerton (in con-
junction with St. John’s UCC, St. John’s 
Episcopal, and Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church) 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. Please call St. 
John’s, Palmerton for more details.

Jul. 17: Breakfast and Basement Sale, 
St. Mary’s, Reading 7:00 A.M. to Noon. 
All you can eat pancake and sausage 
breakfasts $5.00 adults, $3.00 children. 
Corner of W. Windsor and Douglas 
Streets, Reading. For more information 
call the church at 610-374-7914.

Jul. 17: Concert by the Wyoming 
Seminary Performing Arts Institute, 
Nancy Sanderson, Institute Director, 
Mark Laubach, Organist, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 8:00 P.M.

Jul. 21: New Bethany Personnel 
Meeting, Diocesan House, 2:30 P.M.

Jul. 26-Aug. 1: Royal School of 
Church Music Summer Choir Training 
Course hosted by King’s College and St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. For more 
information or to register visit www.
kingscollegecourse.com. 

Aug. 2: Standing Committee meet-
ing, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 
to 3:30 P.M.

Aug. 3: Diocesan Life deadline for 
September edition

Aug. 5-8: Junior High Mission Trip, 
Bethlehem Lehigh University and 
surrounding Bethlehem area. Cost 
is $270 per person. Scholarships are 
available. Contact Kim Rowles at 
krowles@diobeth.org for more infor-
mation. Registration will open June 
3rd online at www.diobeth.org . All 
paperwork is due to the Diocesan of-
fi ces by July 28th, or else registration 
is not complete, and youth/ adult par-
ticipants will not be able to participate 
in the weekend. 

Aug. 9: Lifelong Christian Forma-
tion Commission, St. Peter’s, Hazle-
ton 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 14: Breakfast and Basement 
Sale, St. Mary’s, Reading 7:00 A.M. to 

Noon. All you can eat pancake and sau-
sage breakfasts $5.00 adults, $3.00 chil-
dren. Corner of W. Windsor and Douglas 
Streets, Reading. For more information 
call the church at 610-374-7914.

Aug. 18: E.C.W. Picnic, Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 
10:00 A.M. Bishop Jack celebrant.

Aug. 18: Organ Recital in honor of Mrs. 
Phyllis Korb, Grace, Honesdale 3:00 P.M. 
Fr. Ed Erb will be playing a selection of J.S. 
Bach’s music. Reception to follow.

Aug. 28: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

Sep. 5: Baber Day Picnic, Charles 
Baber Garden Cemetery, Pottsville. Mu-
sic, food, bake sale, walking tour, gift 
baskets and more.

Sep. 7: Diocesan Life deadline for Oc-
tober edition

Sep. 11: Breakfast and Basement Sale, 
St. Mary’s, Reading 7:00 A.M. to Noon. 
All you can eat pancake and sausage 
breakfasts $5.00 adults, $3.00 children. 
Corner of W. Windsor and Douglas 
Streets, Reading. For more information 
call the church at 610-374-7914.

Sep. 11: Communication Workshop, 
St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 9:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

Sep. 11: Partners for Sacred Places 
Module IV, Good Shepherd, Scranton 
9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.

Sep. 12: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Mt. Pocono

Sep. 12: Bishop Paul, Christ, Indian Orchard

Sep. 15: New Bethany Personnel 
Meeting, Diocesan House, 2:30 P.M.

Sep. 16: Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commission, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre 12:30 P.M.

Sep. 17: Pre-Trustees Meeting, Dioc-
esan House, noon.

Sep. 18: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Sep. 20: New Hope Anniversary

Sep. 24: Incorporated Trustees, Nativ-
ity, 10:00 A.M.

Sep. 24-25: Commission on Ministry 
Overnight, St. Francis Center for Re-
newal, Bethlehem starts at 5:00 P.M.

Sep. 26: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Pottsville

Sep. 26: Bishop Jack, St. Luke’s, Lebanon

Sep. 26-28:  Clergy Retreat, Jesuit 
Center, Wernersville starts at 3:30 P.M.

Oct. 2: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Oct. 3: Bishop Paul, St. Barnabas, Kutztown

Oct. 4: Standing Committee, Dioce-
san House, Bethlehem 2:00 to 3:30 P.M.

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

July 4: St. Mark’s and St. John’s Church, 
Jim Thorpe: The Rev. John C. Wagner, 
Priest-in-charge and for Episcopal Appa-
lachian Ministries.

July 11: Grace Church, Kingston: The 
Rev. John Hartman, Rector and for Epis-
copal Housing for the Elderly.

July 18: St. Barnabas’ Church, Kutztown: 
Char Horst, Senior Warden.

July 25: All Saints’ Church, Lehighton: 
The Rev. Jane Arrington Bender, Priest-
in-charge and for the Episcopal Church 
Women.

August 1: Good Shepherd and St. John 
the Evangelist Church, Milford: The Rev. 
Dr. William J. McGinty, Rector and for 
the Evangelism Commission.

August 8: St. Paul’s Church, Montrose 
and St. Matthew’s Church, Stevensville: 
The Rev. Paul Walker, Rector and for 
Health Ministries

August 15: St. Thomas’ Church, Morgan-
town: The Rev. Eleanor E. Hart, Rector 
and The Rev. Donald A. Howells, Dea-
con and for the Liturgy and Music Com-
mission.

August 22: St. Mark’s Church, Moscow: 
The Rev. Earl P. Trygar, Sr., Rector and 
The Rev. Christine Sutton, Deacon

August 29: St. Martin-in-the Fields, 
Mountaintop: The Rev. Daniel FitzSim-
mons, Rector.

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
July 4: The Church of Pakistan United 
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Azariah Mod-
erator, Church of Pakistan & Bishop of 
Raiwind

July 11: The Anglican Church of Papua 
New Guinea The Most Rev. James Si-
mon Ayong Archbishop of Papua New 
Guinea & Bishop of Aipo Rongo

July 18: The Episcopal Church in the 
Philippines The Rt. Rev. Edward Pacy-
aya Malecdan Prime Bishop elect of the 
Episcopal Church in the Philippines

July 25: L ‘Eglise Episcopal du Rwanda 
The Most Rev. Emmanuel Musaba Ko-
lini Archbishop of Rwanda & Bishop of 
Kigali

August 1: The Scottish Episcopal 
Church The Most Rev. David Robert 
Chillingworth Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church & Bishop of St. An-
drews, Dunkeld & Dunblane

August 8: The Church of the Province 
of South East Asia The Most Rev. Dr. 
John Chew Archbishop of South East 
Asia & Bishop of Singapore

August 15: The Church of South India 
(United) The Most Rev. John Wilson 
Gladstone Moderator, Church of South 
India & Bishop of South Kerala

August 22: The Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa The Most Rev. Thabo 
Cecil Makgoba Archbishop of Cape-
town

August 29: Iglesia Anglicana del Cono 
Sur de America The Most Rev. Gregory 
James Venables Presiding Bishop of the 
Southern Cone & Bishop of Argentina

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
July 4: Kendiri Sub Parish: The Rev. Si-
mion Laruba Kenyi and Kansuk Parish: 
The Rev. Amosa Rendi

July 11: Keriwa Parish: The Rev. Nelson 
Wolyan Andaria and Emmanuel Cathe-
dral: The Very Rev. Pianilee Samuel Al-
ibee.

July 18: Kigwo Parish: The Rev. Charles 
Tomor and KaTEP: Joseph Woli, Mary 
Muja and Manual staff.

July 25: Kimu Parish: The Rev. Elisama 
Pitia and Pijakajo and Gore Secondary 
School: The Rev. Tom Ezbon and Staff.

August 1: Kinyi’ba Parish: The Rev. 
Scopas Wani and Comboni Secondary 
School: Principle and Staff.

August 8: Koi’ba Parish: The Rev. Yusa 
Lopai and PAP: Ezbon Wudu.

August 15: Ku’dupi Parish: The Rev. 
Moses Logiron and Diocese of Bethle-
hem Representative: Stephen Tomor.

August 22: Kudaji Parish: The Rev. Gor-
don Nyori and Construction Teams: Sa-
maritan Purse and team.

August 29: Limi Parish: The Rev. Peter 
Mala and the Diocese of Kajo Keji: All 
Staff.
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Youth opportunities abound for July and August

JUNIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP- 

AUGUST 5-8 
Faith, Fellowship, and Fun- We Are All in the Same Boat!

Staying at Lehigh University, 

Working at Trinity Church , New Bethany Ministries, and The Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley

Relaxing at Dorney Park

Worshipping at Cathedral Church of the Nativity.  

 Friday August 6

Day working at the Animal 

Food Bank, 

Organizing, Distributing, and 

Educating 

Evening Games, Sparklers 

and Candle-Mores

Thursday August 5

Arrive  12 noon

Meet at Cathedral, 

Bethlehem

Bring your own lunch

Afternoon Cleaning Trinity 

Bethlehem Kitchen

Evening Getting to Know You

 Saturday August 7

Morning working at New 

Bethany Ministries 

Warehouse

Lunch at Lehigh

Evening Dorney Park

Sunday August 8

Breakfast

Worship at Cathedral

Heading Home

 

  Who - 

 Youth who have completed grades 6-8 

(Adult Chaperones Over the Age of 24)

 What -

 Caring for one another and all of God’s 

creation 

Where -

Bethlehem

When - 

August 5 (12 noon)

August 8 (12 noon)

Why -

Caring for one another and pets

Total Cost - $270.00 

Breakdown-

Youth- $90.00

Parish(per youth participating) - $90.00

Diocese $90.00

More information on the Youth 

Homepage

http://www.diobeth.org/Ministries/Youth/

youth.html

Registration Opens on June 3, 2010 

Registration closes July 28, 2010

St. Andrew’s new Rector

The Rev. T. Scott Allen was recently installed as the new Rector of St. Andrew’s, Allentown. Bishop Paul 
presiding. Fr. Allen had been serving the congregation as the Priest-in-Charge but was formally installed 
as the Rector on May 20th. 
Photo by Jean Evans.

Teens & money at the mall

Teens gather at the mall for the “hands-on” portion of Share Save Spend® seminar on June 12th. The 
fi nancial planning seminar sponsored by the Stewardship Commission focused on teaching families how 
to deal with money in a healthy way. Look for a full length article on the topic in the next Diocesan Life. 
Photo by Kat Lehman


