
Live God’s love. Tell what you have seen and heard. 

News from the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, Vol. 1 No. 2, March and April 2012

For National 
News see:
episcopaldigitalnetwork.
com/ens/  or

www.episcopaljournal.org/

 Non-Profit Org.
 U.S. POSTAGE

 PAID
 TOWANDA, PA
 PERMIT NO. 25

"Empowered Leaders, Renewed Congregations" sets record
BY JANINE UNGVARSKY

On February 11, the Diocese of 
Bethlehem held some of the largest 
vestry meetings ever when a record 
number of 282 current and future 
vestry members from throughout 
the diocese gathered for the fourth 
Renewal Assembly.

Titled “Empowered Leaders, 
Renewed Congregations,” the event 
was a retreat for current and future 
vestry members to explore what 
their leadership role means to their 
parish and their spiritual growth.    
Meetings were held at seven sites 
throughout the diocese, with at least 
30 vestry members in attendance at 
each site. The retreat site with the 
largest attendance was St. Clement’s 
and St. Peter’s in Wilkes-Barre, with 
56 members of vestry from ten par-
ishes in attendance. 

Working first with 
representatives from 
other churches and then 
within their own parish 
vestry groups, attendees 
were walked through 
a series of exercises 
designed to help them 
better understand what 
their role is as a leader, 
ways to be an effec-
tive leader and what 
good leaders shouldn’t 
do. Many of the exer-
cises were based on the 
book Beyond Business as 
Usual: Vestry Leadership 
Development by Neal O. 
Michell, and copies of 
the book were made 
available to all parish-
es in attendance for a 
nominal fee.

Churches will also receive copies 
of an informative video presentation 
of Bishop Paul Marshall interviewing 
Ray Arcario, former senior warden 
at Nativity Cathedral and Dean Tony 
Pompa, also from Nativity. The inter-
views focused on the need for church 
leaders to avoid burnout by finding 

the ways to stay “filled up” and ener-
gized for service and ministry and the 
importance of seeing parish business 
decisions as spiritual decisions.  

The final exercise presented a 
method for setting goals and a path 
for following through on those goals. 
At the St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s 
site, facilitator Rev. John Major point-
ed out all businesses and organiza-
tions lay out these paths, including 
who is going to be accountable for 
the goal and the time frame for 
completion. He told attendees it’s 
important for churches to follow this 
practice as well, and to make sure 
those goals aren’t just discussed at 
vestry meetings and then forgotten.

“If we plan and set goals and work 
together towards those goals, we 
can give witness like the world has 
never seen,” Major said.

St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s new 
Senior Warden Tom Jamieson said 
he enjoyed the day.

“Having to be the host was initial-
ly scary but I think it all went well,” 
Jamieson said. “Father Major was a 
great facilitator and will be a tough 
act to follow. It was great to see this 

many people in our church, and 
getting to meet people from some 
of the other churches and share 
information with them was a great 

community experience.”

Attendees agreed that 
there was much to take 
back to their parishes.

“What I enjoyed most 
about the whole thing 
was deciding about the 
different ministries and 
all the ideas people had 
about them,” said Wes 
Spencer from St. Peter’s 
Tunkhannock. “All kinds 
of ideas that you never 
thought of were coming 
into focus as we did the 
exercise.”

Betty English from 
Epiphany in Glenburn 
was attending her first 
Renewal Assembly.

“It was very inspiring 
and I got so many tools 

I can use back in our parish,” said 
English, who noted that her favorite 
time was in the small group sessions 
with mixed parishes. “When you 
can get this many different groups 
of people together it’s so beneficial. 
You learn that you aren’t alone and 
that others have the same issues, 

and you gain a sense of empower-
ment. You start to think that maybe 
this isn’t too much to tackle, maybe 
we can do this.”

Bishop Paul visited the retreats at 
Lebanon, Emmaus and Whitehall.  
In an email to the diocesan “Bakery” 
mail list, Bishop Paul said the event 
set a record for energy, enthusi-
asm and productivity. “The Spirit is 
indeed active among us, and I am 
deeply grateful.” 

Idea generating exercise garnered lots of discussion at Grace Church, Honesdale.
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BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL

It’s not what you know, it’s who 
knows you. That at least seems 
to be St Paul’s point when settling 
the church fight in the ancient city 
of Corinth. In the middle of their 
dispute about ways of knowing, 
Paul changes the subject from data 
to experience. He says, “if anyone 
loves God, they are known by God.”

As we usually think about it, 
knowing something or someone is 
to have a kind of mastery, control, 
power over it or them. When you 
finally knew how to tie your shoes 
or learned how to calculate the area 
of a various triangles, there was a 
sense of power and mastery.

Paul thinks that is all quite nice, 
but says there is something more 
important than knowing about God. 
He recognizes that there is in each 
of us a need to be known, to be rec-
ognized, and valued, just as we are, 
and in totality. God does that. We also 
read in the Bible, “you have searched 
me and known me, O Lord.” That 
is meant as good news. Somebody 
knows, accepts, and loves.

The trouble is that we mostly 
don’t allow that. We have different 
masks, different parts of ourselves 
that we show others, but this side of 
extraordinarily intense therapy, per-
haps not even then, most of us don’t 
let anybody know all that we are and 

think. We are apparently able to 
keep ourselves from seeing much of 
ourselves, and change the subject 
when our internal conversation gets 
too ugly. And we suffer for it. The 
more carefully we guard our secret 
places from ourselves, the more 
anxious or constricted our life is. 

The relief that Paul offers to the 
Corinthians and to us is that loving 
God means letting ourselves experi-
ence God knowing us. Loving God 
means coming to realize that the 
parts of us that make us afraid, the 
parts of us that make us ashamed, 
and the parts of us that we strive 
desperately not to think about—
they are all known, and we are all 
loved by God as whole persons. 
Again, it’s not what you know, it’s 
who knows you. Love God, be safe in 
God. And discover that Jesus loves 
us in a way that can cast out what-
ever torments us.

Another way to hear St. Paul is 
to remember that when we have 
struggled to do what is right, when 
we feel overwhelmed, we are all the 
more known, cared about, valued, 
and understood. Discouragement is 
such a burden, burnout is such a 
threat—at least until that moment 
when someone knows us, recog-
nizes that we are there trying our 
best. These are not particularly easy 
times to be a Christian, or even an 

God only knows
honest person: when the burden is 
heavy, remember that God recognizes 
and knows you. His eye is on the spar-
row, and you know he watches you.

Paul’s argument to the Corinthians 
is that they can express and share 
the knowledge God has of them as 
they relate to each other, not as they 
debate religion. If you seek God, he 
says, Relate before you Debate. For the 
apostle, it turns out that the idea of 
the triune God is not a mathematical 
formula or a way of knowing God 
that gives us mastery of the divine.

Just the opposite: God meets us 
in relationship rather than informa-
tion. Who, not what.

When we were baptized we were 
plunged into that relationship and 
embraced by a community where 
our key experience is that of being 
known by God and carefully accepted 
by each other. Valued, listened-to, 
allowed to be, allowed to become all 
that God intends for them. As we 
congratulate and celebrate with them, 
we remember that with them, we are 
known and loved by God in a way 
that frees us to know and love others.

For almost all of us, the experi-
ence of being known by God comes 
through other humans. Perhaps a 
wise priest, a friend or family mem-
ber, or a skilled listener took the time 
to hear and know us. Ordinary as 

those moments may look, they are 
of God and in God—we can find our 
own sacredness and the sacredness 
of others in the moment of truly lis-
tening to and accepting another.

This will reach you in deepest Lent. 
Perhaps a revealing exercise for each 
of us as the time of introspection 
intensifies is to ask ourselves who 
has really paid attention to us, and be 
thankful for it. The next step might be 
to consider who around us needs a 
sympathetic ear, a truly understand-
ing word, and to reach out. That 
could mean rebuff, and it could mean 
resurrection, but it is participation in 
the life of God either way. There is a 
degree to which we find our own holi-
ness by embracing that of the person 
next to us.

Diocese of Bethlehem partners with CopyrightSolver
Copyright compliance can be over-

whelming for most parish leaders. 
Obtaining proper licenses for com-
pliance is often a confusing, dif-
ficult and time-consuming process. 
With that in mind, the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem is partnering 
with CopyrightSolver by CCS to pro-
vide parishes with the answers and 
resources they need.

Christian Copyright Solutions (CCS) 
was launched in 2001 out of a desire 
to provide online solutions to sim-
plify the copyright clearance process. 
Since that time they have helped 
more than 2,000 parishes and min-
istries become copyright compliant. 

On the partnership page, Bishop Paul 
states, “It is important for Christians 

to set the example of doing the right 
thing, respecting the dignity of every 
human being. This commitment means 
honoring the labor of those who make 
their living through their creativity. 
Rather than avoiding our obligations 
to composers, writers, and artists, 
we embrace them. Copyright law, the 
means our society has for protect-
ing the work of artists, can seem very 
complex to those who coordinate reli-
gious events. We present to you here 
an efficient way to enjoy artistic contri-
butions to our worship while respect-
ing rights of others.”

One major benefit of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem/CopyrightSolver 
partnership is a 15% discount on 
CopyrightSolver blanket licenses and 

services. In addition, parishes have 
access to a customized landing page for 
the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, 
which provides educational resourc-
es and a phone hotline for parish 
leaders to talk to a Copyright Solver 
and ask specific questions.

The special 15% discount 
is applied to the first year of 
CopyrightSolver’s WORSHIPcast 
and PERFORMmusic licenses and 
PERMISSIONSplus service. To visit 
the landing page, please go to www.
copyrightsolver.com/diobeth.

U.S Copyright law (section 110[3]) 
states that churches (along with any 
religious organization) do not have 
to get permission to perform or play 
music (or a non-dramatic literary 

work) during a religious service at a 
place of worship or other religious 
assembly. Beyond the exemption, they 
must secure licensing for ANY use of 
ANY copyrighted works in most cases.

Many parishes mistakenly believe 
that if they have one license, they 
are covered. This is rarely the case. 
Parishes need to look at their spe-
cific uses of copyrighted material 
and make sure they are compliant in 
each area. Most parishes require a 
“mosaic” of blanket license coverage. 

To learn more or to ask specif-
ic copyright compliance questions, 
please visit the Episcopal Diocese of 
Bethlehem’s landing page at www.
copyrightsolver.com/diobeth or call 
CopyrightSolver at (877)947-9687.
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BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

The LORD’s words to Cain never 
quite become silent. They never leave, 
and they remind me, as they linger, 
of the need we have of using every 
means possible to prefer the good 
and to leave the evil alone: “If you do 
well, will you not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is lurking at 
the door; its desire is for you, but you 
must master it” (Genesis 4:7).

The choice is ours, of course, 
whether we do well or do not do 
well, or whether we master sin or 
permit sin to master us. The desire 
to defeat our enemies as much as 
anything I know points to our need 
for Lent—our need to repent and to 
return to the LORD.

Defeating our enemies clearly 
belongs to the category of not doing 
well and letting sin become our 
master. As long as we’re clear on 
that, some room may remain to 
have a little fun.

Lurking at the door are both nat-
ural and supernatural means to 
defeat our enemies. I cannot rec-
ommend the first three, the natural 
ones, and I suspect that the super-
natural means (number four below) 
itself isn’t entirely without hazard 
for our spiritual lives. But I do con-
fess that there are times, trying 
times, when defeating our enemies 
seems just the thing to do, a very 
desirable thing to do, the perfect 
application of our God-given sharp-
ness. If you feel this way with me, 
then the both of us should probably 
skip the first three and go directly to 
number four below before we wade 
any deeper into a sea of trouble. But 
if you are weak, you may not have 
the strength, as I do not, not to give 
the first three at least a little consid-
eration particularly as Lent brings 
home how our choices affect us and 
how tightly our choices are bound 
to their consequences.

We can plunge right in, the deep 
water being no deterrent. There are 
at least three means, three natural 
means, lurking at the door to defeat 
our enemies. Surely I am not the 
first to disclose them to you.

Number 1. We can defeat our 
enemies by having more money 
than they do. This works in most 
all cases unless the enemies are 
truly conformed to Christ. If they 
are so conformed, they will not 
care one whit about how much 
money either of us has. But if they 
are not conformed to Christ, then 
having more money usually means 
Game, Set, and Match; Walk-Off 
Home Run; and See Ya Later. If the 
enemy is really dense, however, 
some of that extra money will just 
have to be ostentatiously displayed 
in a new Jaguar, a Chanel suit, 
a mansion on San Francisco Bay, 

or a Brazilian Blow-out just to get 
past that very density. Some blissfully 
benighted people, however, just don’t 
know when they’ve been defeated.  
They belong in Special Cases—for 
some other time.

Number 2. We can defeat our ene-
mies by weighing less than they do.  
This is much more subtle that having 
more money, but you can see how 
the subtlety works to your advantage.  
You know how most all of us look 
so envyingly at those thin-as-sticks 
models in the magazines and mov-
ies, how glamorously chic and supply 
flexible they are, capable of bending 
to every new idea and situation that 
confronts them. Sometimes I wish 
even I were like that!

Numbers 1 and 2 lurk just beneath 
the surface of Wallis Simpson’s 
famous saying, “You can never be 
too rich or too thin.” And she knew 
what she was talking about. How 
else, do you think, she won the 
struggle for the man who would 
be Edward VIII, how he preferred 
her to being king of the United 
Kingdom and the dominions of 
Canada, and Emperor of India, leav-
ing at Christmas in 1936 just as war 
lurked around the corner? Without 
that kind of wisdom she could never 
ever have become The Duchess of 
Windsor leaving divorced if doughty 
Mrs. Simpson behind in Baltimore, a 
thoroughly unworthy avatar.

Number 3. Now this one cuts really 
close to the bone and perhaps is 
more effective than its predecessors. 
We can defeat our enemies by having 
less anxiety than they do. This really 
works. You will win every argument, 
negotiation, race for the check-out 
counter, and important conversation 
simply by having nerves that haven’t 
been excited to be anything more 
than tepid.  In fact, according to some 
suspect sources, intrepid comes from 
tepid.  You can achieve low anxiety by 
confronting yourself and your sins, by 
psychotherapy, by studying your fam-
ily’s genogram and your functioning 
within your several families or orga-
nizations, and by fasting and praying, 
but not by the usual mind-numbing 
exercises, texting, blogging, handi-
capping sporting events, distinguish-
ing bond tranches, and acrostics.

The first three, as I said, are 
natural means; they use the natural 
world to gain a worldly victory. The 
fourth, as I said, is supernatural and 
is commended. But even it can be 
misused, so be careful. Sin, as ever, 
lurks at the door.

Number 4. We can defeat our 
enemies by loving them as Christ 
loves them (and us). Really loving 
our enemies throws this whole com-
petition into the next world; that is 
why we have to be so careful. But 
also, genuinely loving our enemies 

Defeating our enemies
cannot be faked. You really can’t do 
it if you can’t do it.

It’s very much like turning the 
other cheek. You really can’t do it if 
very much of it is about you or your 
feelings. You can only do it if most 
all of it is about them and whether 
they begin to see where they are and 
where they’re called to be.

Maybe an example would be of 
help. Examples of loving one’s ene-
mies are rare, as rare as sainthood.  
My favorite is the Carmelite Martyrs 
of Compiègne whose deaths are so 
dramatically memorialized in the 
final scene of Francis Poulenc’s The 
Dialogues of the Carmelites (1956).  
On 17 July 1794 sixteen nuns suf-
fered the guillotine at the Place du 
Trône Renversé, now the Place de la 
Nation. Their only crime was their 
religious profession. The “saving” 
Revolution had turned into a Reign 
of Terror more tyrannical than its 
predecessor, as the high ideals of 
Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité morphed 
into the chronic anxiety of a Parisian 
mob. We have trouble, I suspect, of 
coming to terms with authentic vic-
tims of progress.

Historically, the Carmelites’ vic-

tory is thorough and not of this 
world—they seem to have died, but 
they join the Lord Jesus in genuinely 
loving their enemies. From the nov-
ice to the prioress, they knelt, sang 
the Veni Creator, and renewed their 
baptismal and religious vows. Their 
victory participates in the only vic-
tory that matters in the end, the res-
urrection of the Lord Jesus, the final 
destination of Lent whose strictures 
guide and keep us in the way that 
leads to that victory. Lord I want to 
be in that number when the saints 
go marching in.

Resources for Christian/Muslim dialogue
BY CANON MARICLAIR PARTEE

The following resources are some 
that have been recommended by 
clergy or parishes in the diocese. 
Some are designed for an all-Chris-
tian group, others are designed as 
actual dialogues between groups of 
Christians and Muslims. 

Living Islam: Small-Group Discussions 
with Krista Tippett on Being ™ List Price: 
$39.95. Instant Download at www.
churchpublishing.org 

This is a resource that was used by 
St. Andrew’s Church, Allentown, in 
Lent of 2011. It is a download with a 
study guide and audio of interviews 
of people by Krista Tippett. The Rev. 
Scott Allen said that it was good 
but because the interviews were only 
audio (with no visual) it was some-
times hard for people who were used 
to visuals to focus. He invited people 
to bring knitting or something that 
would help them listen.

Sojourners Christians and Islam Study 
Guide $9.95 download http://store.
sojo.net/product_p/dg_cis.htm  

Made up of four sessions includ-
ing 16 articles, this discussion guide 
will lead users through a study of the 
important stories of shared history, 
theological similarities and differenc-
es, and aspirations for social justice 
that both Christians and Muslims 
share as communities of faith. Canon 
Tjeltveit has downloaded this resource 
but has not yet used it.

The Christian-Muslim Consultative 
Group of Southern California: Standing 
Together www.thecmcg.org  

This is a DVD based study guide 
for seven or eight weeks to be used 
with a small group of Christians and 
Muslims. The diocese owns two cop-
ies, and the Church of the Mediator, 
the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
and two Muslim groups in the Lehigh 
Valley are currently finalizing an 
inaugural session in Fall 2012.

A Common Word Between Us and You 
www.acommonword.com

This is a letter published in 2007 by 
a worldwide group of Muslim leaders 
to the Christian community. The web-
site has the text and lots of responses. 
There is not a study guide, per se, but 
it is a good document for the begin-
ning of a discussion in a parish or 
with Muslim neighbors.

“The Wisdom of Faith” DVD series from 
PBS, hosted by Bill Moyers and featur-
ing Huston Smith, examining Smith’s 
controversial claim that all religions, 
at their core, are the same. In addition 
to Christianity and Islam, the series 
looks at Hinduism, Buddhism, Juda-
ism, and Confucianism.  five episodes 
of approximately 50 minutes each, 12 
page viewer’s guide for discussion fa-
cilitation.  Canon Tjeltveit has a copy 
in the EIC resource library.

Curious about any of these resourc-
es? Contact The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit, 
Canon for Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Relations, or Canon Mariclair Partee.
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A taste of black history at Trinity Bethlehem
BY ELLEN ROBERTS

When Mo. Laura Howell of Trinity, 
Bethlehem met Gladys and Oceola 
Bragg on Labor Day, 2011, she had 
an idea.  The two women were try-
ing out recipes for a book about their 
mother, Edna “Ma” Bragg, a New 
York City cook, and had invited some 
Bethlehem friends to taste the recipes 
at the home of their publisher, Ellen 
E. M. Roberts.  When  Mo. Laura 
listened to  the Braggs speak, tasted 
their dishes and heard their mother’s 
remarkable story, she suggested that 
they pay a visit to Trinity.

Five months later, on January 15th, 
2012,  the Bragg sisters presented 
A Taste of Black History in Trinity’s 
Parish Hall, where 150 people crowd-
ed in to taste Sunday cakes, biscuits, 
five kinds of pork and six differ-
ent corn dishes, from Ma Bragg’s 

recipes.  The instructions for making 
these delicious dishes are in Country 
Cooking, City Style: Ma Bragg Brings 
Memphis to Manhattan which will be 
published by Bethlehem’s Woodley 
Books on May 7, 2012, just in time for 
Mother’s Day.  

Noted for its festive events, Trinity 
Church enlisted parishioners and staff 
for a great afternoon.  Members of the 
congregation prepared dishes from 
traditional Southern recipes that will 
be published in Ma Bragg’s cookbook. 
The Trinity Soup Kitchen staff under 
the direction of Deacon Liz Miller and 
Terry Miller, newly appointed Director 
of Special Events, served up four-
teen different specialties.  Parishioner 
Bruce Reiner tended an unusual bar, 
serving up Southern favorites like 
Sweet Tea and Dr. Pepper, but includ-
ing moonshine with peach mash  (Ma 
Bragg’s father was a moonshiner in 

the twenties).  Ron 
Spier, Trinity’s music 
director, accompa-
nied Grace Adele 
Spuriell who sang 
spirituals and the 
black anthem, Lift 
Every Voice and Sing. 
Erik Kindel, an editor 
at Woodley Books, 
Ma Bragg’s pub-
lisher, offered the 
audience a refresher 
course in civil rights 
history, with a focus 
on how Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 
affected the lives of 
millions of ordinary 
black people, like Ma 
Bragg.

Except there was 
nothing ordinary 
about Ma Bragg, 
as her daughters’ 
book talk attested. 
Born on a farm in 
Tennessee, Ma 
Bragg got off the 
farm when she was still a teenager, 
working first as a housemaid in 
Memphis, then as a live-in with her 
new husband, Robert Bragg; then 
as a cook and cleaner in Chicago; 
and finally as a housekeeper and 
chef in some of Manhattan’s richest 
households.  Jackie Onassis, Casey 
Stengal, Paul Robeson, Dick Clark 
and billionaire David Koch were 
just some of the people Ma Bragg 
cooked for. Her career was possible 
because of the important changes 
in laws and law enforcement that 
Dr. King and his colleagues effected 
in the fifties and sixties that culmi-
nated in the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

At the end of the afternoon a huge 
birthday cake for Dr. King was brought 
out and the crowd joined together to 
sing James Weldon Johnson’s anthem, 

Diocesan Training Day, Saturday, March 24th
Diocesan Training Day for Ministry 

is a day set aside for those interest-
ed in deepening their faith through 
their work and ministry interests 
in the church. There is something 
for everyone and we hope you will 
consider joining us on March 24th 
at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in 
Wilkes-Barre. Registration is now 
open online at www.diobeth.org. 
Click on the “Register for Diocesan 
Events” link on the right hand side. 
Cost is $18.00 and includes lunch. 
The following is a list of the work-
shops offered this year.

Day-long Workshops

1) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic 
Visitor led by The Rev. Edward K. Erb.

2) Incorporating New Members 
led by The Rev. Canon Andrew T. 
Gerns and Evangelism Commission 

Session I: Morning Workshops

3) Prayer Shawls and Charity 
Knitting/Crocheting (also offered in 
the afternoon as #12) led by The 
Rev. Canon Jane Teter  

4)  Wardens/Vestry 101 led by The 
Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall & the Ven. 
Howard Stringfellow

5) Getting Started with Facebook 
Fan Pages for Your Church led by 
Ms. Kat Lehman

6) Who Isn’t Sitting Next to You in 
Church? led by The Rev. Donna Jean 
Kiessling Mr. Dan Charney and guests.

7) Christian Parenting and Leadership 
led by The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch 

Session II: Afternoon Workshops

8) Parish Finance Workshop (formal-
ly called Treasurers’ Workshop) led by 
Mr. Richard Guyer and Mr. Bruce Reiner

9) When the Parish Faces Crisis 
led by The Rev. Charles Cesaretti

10) Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Opportunities led by The Rev. Canon 
Maria Tjeltveit and The Rev. Canon 
Mariclair Partee

11) Adult Spiritual Formation 
through EfM led by Ms. Cathy Bailey

12) Prayer Shawls and Charity 
Knitting/Crocheting (also offered as 
#3 in the morning session).

Editor's notes
BY KAT LEHMAN

Due to a radical increase in post-
age costs, Diocesan Council has 
taken the step to fund Diocesan Life 
in print form for six bi-monthly 
issues for the remainder of 2012. 

Postage costs have risen severely 
for non-profit standard and periodi-
cal mail. In order to be good stewards 
of all diocesan funds, we are explor-
ing  other ways to facilitate news and 
information throughout the diocese.

A Diocesan Council task force has 
been formed to determine the best 
path forward for the following year. 

We welcome your input and want 
to know what a reduced printing 
schedule means to you. Please know 
we did not take this step lightly but 
did so when we realized that current 
budgeted funds will not cover the 
mailing costs even with switching to 
a less costly print method.

In last month's issue we erro-
neously printed that Mo. Hillary 
Raining was now an Associate Priest 
at St. David's in Ambler. St. David's 
is actually in Radnor (thanks to Dick 
Ditterline for pointing this out!)

The crowd sings along with Grace Adele Spuriell to the anthem Lift Every Voice and Sing.
PHOTOS BY ELLEN rOBErTS

Sr. Patty Hauze, front right, has a smile of expectation for the won-
derful food served at the at the event.

Lift Every Voice and Sing. Grace Adele 
Spuriell, a soprano with the Bach 
Choir and Central Moravian Church, 
urged the audience to sing along with 
spirit and fervor, which they did. More 
than $500 was raised for Trinity’s 
Soup Kitchen.

Ellen Roberts is a member of Trinity, 
Bethlehem and Editor-in-Chief of 
Woodley Books. 
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BY JANINE UNGVARSKY

Six months have passed since the 
Susquehanna River overflowed its 
banks in early September, and it’s 
been a long six months for the many 
residents of West Pittston and other 
areas of the Wyoming Valley that are 
still unable to return to their homes.

Almost 1,450 homes in West 
Pittston and the surrounding areas of 
Harding, Port Blanchard, Duryea and 
Plains as well as hundreds more in 
other areas of the region were inun-
dated. While most homes that sus-
tained basement flooding have been 
repaired, many homes that had water 
on the first and second floors are still 
undergoing renovations, and dozens 
of trailers and homes were complete-
ly destroyed.  In many cases, insur-
ance and FEMA funds aren’t enough 
to cover repairs and residents unable 
to take out loans are buying supplies 
as they can afford them.  Some of 
these residents have estimated it will 

take two years or more for them to 
restore their homes to a livable con-
dition.  Others don’t plan on return-
ing and are trying to sell their homes 
at greatly reduced prices.

As people begin to repair their 
properties, the full financial impact 
to the region is becoming clearer. For 
example, a number of the approxi-
mately 50 West Pittston buildings 
that received structural damage have 
been demolished; some housed busi-
nesses that have relocated to other 
areas, taking jobs and tax dollars 
with them. More than 950 of the 
nearly 2,400 residences in the West 
Pittston have seen their property 
value drop by tens of thousands of 
dollars, and that situation is repeated 
throughout the other towns as well.

Besides reducing equity and limiting 
what owners can borrow for repairs, 
the drop in property value is causing 
a double burden for school districts, 
especially the Wyoming Area School 

District that services the hardest hit 
areas of West Pittston and Harding.  
Not only will the district see a reduc-
tion in its tax base in future years, but 
it has to pay back some of the 2011-12 
taxes already collected on the homes 
that were reduced in value because of 
the flood.  This is contributing to a $1.9 
million shortfall in the district’s $29.9 
million budget and means that taxpay-
ers already reeling from the financial 
burden of the flood will almost cer-
tainly see their taxes increase. 

Despite the difficulties, there have 
been signs of resiliency thorough the 
area. A number of flooded businesses 
have reopened.  The West Pittston 
Library, which lost almost all its equip-
ment and books in the flood, has now 
returned to its former site. Some resi-
dents have formed the West Pittston 
Recovery Committee, providing sup-
port and hope for those affected by the 
flood.  A steering committee has been 
created that includes representatives 
from the many small flooded munici-
palities throughout the area to look out 
for the interests of all these communi-
ties going forward.

Trinity West Pittston continues to 
seek the needs of our neighbors in all 
of these Wyoming Valley communi-
ties and minister to them, thanks in 
large part to the generous support of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem and many 
of its parishes. To date, we have 
held distributions of furniture, cloth-
ing, household goods, food, water 
and cleaning supplies, as well as 
fresh Christmas trees, wreaths, toys 
and decorations, and we continue to 
make one-on-one matches between 
people who have items to donate 
and those in need.   We have also 

been able to offer our neighbors more 
than 125 gift cards through the gen-
erosity of churches from throughout 
the diocese and beyond. Plans are 
underway for more outreach efforts 
to assist West Pittston and flooded 
communities throughout our region.

Since the flood, Trinity West Pittston 
has been in contact with Episcopal 
Relief & Development to benefit from 
their experience and expertise in 
disaster recovery.  Parish representa-
tives have also joined the newly cre-
ated diocesan committee for disaster 
preparedness, relief and resiliency 
in the hopes that the experiences of 
this flood can be put to use in future 
disasters and times of need.

Residents still reeling from flood six months later

A book review: Christians and Muslims: From History to Healing
BY ADDISON BROSS

Parishes seeking to implement 
our last Convention's Resolution D 
(". . . to Build Relationships with 
the Muslim-American Community") 
would do well to study togeth-
er Kenneth B. Cragg’s carefully 
researched, clearly written Christians 
and Muslims: From History to Healing 
for the sound information and com-
pelling inspiration it offers.

A retired Presbyterian minister 
and college professor, Dr. Cragg 
calls Christians to two tasks: to 
learn the truth about Islam in 
order to deepen a respect for the 
faith of our Muslim neighbors and 
safeguard them from bigotry and 
violence; at the same time, to con-
front the terrorist threat – preserv-
ing the safety and civil liberties of 
U.S. citizens of every faith (or no 
faith) from a perverse and violent 
travesty of the this truly peaceful 
religion.  These two challenges 

are to be met, Dr. Cragg claims, 
by deepening our faith in our own 
Lord of peace.

Dr. Cragg explains Islam’s "Five 
Pillars" – public witness to Allah's 
oneness and to Muhammad's spe-
cial Messenger status, five daily 
prayers (Salat), fasting during 
Ramadan, charity (Zakat), and (if 
possible) one pilgrimage to Mecca 
(the Hajj).  The image he offers 
of Islam’s founder is compelling: 
in a bleak land, amid polytheistic 
idol-worshippers caught in vio-
lent tribal rivalries, Muhammad 
accepted Allah’s call to proclaim 
His oneness, His compassion, and 
His high moral demands.

The work is painstakingly fair 
in reporting not only the mutu-
ally tolerant, multi-faith community 
Muhammad established at Medina 
and the magnificent library formed 
in 830 CE at Baghdad, but also the 
occasional fratricidal successions to 

the caliphate; the bloody Church-
sanctioned Crusades; the decline 
of the Islamic scholars who for 
nine centuries secured Islam’s theo-
logical soundness and unity; the 
resulting rise in the late 1700s of a 
perverted and ultimately terrorist 
sect called Wahhabism; the resent-
ment festering since Britain betrayed 
certain promises to its Arab allies 
after World War I; the Palestinian 
peoples’ misery and of the rise of 
Hamas, which resulted from the 
extra-legal maneuvering by which 
the state of Israel was created.

“The terrorism challenge,” Dr. 
Cragg insists, can prompt our 
spiritual growth, for it calls us 
to declare Jesus’ love and “live 
lives of compassion among our 
neighbors.”  His last two chap-
ters encourage the personal spiri-
tual growth and the formation of 
study- and action-groups neces-
sary for receiving this blessing.

Dr. Cragg is one of the founders 
of Muslims and Christians United: 
a Lehigh Valley Initiative (http://
muslimschristiansunited.org), 
whose monthly educational pro-
grams are open to the public.

Addison Bross, above, is a member 
of Grace, Allentown and co-chair of 
the Diocesan Peace Commission.

Devastated trailers in Plains are condemned and left just as they were when owners fled. 
PHOTOS BY JANiNE UNgVArSkY

The inside of this Plains trailer is gutted to the 
water level.  The retired homeowner is attempt-
ing to use the $30,000 he received from FEMA 
to fix both his trailer and the double block he 
rents out for his income.  Neither property is 
insured and FEMA does not provide assistance 
for rental properties.
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BY T. SCOTT ALLEN

This coming July, eight deputies 
and two bishops will travel from the 
Diocese of Bethlehem to Indianapolis 
to be part of the triennial decision-
making body of the Episcopal Church 
called the General Convention. This 
is the first in a series by your elected 
deputies to set a context for that jour-
ney so that you may better be part of 
this important decision making body 
of the Church.

The General Convention is the 
governing body of the Episcopal 
Church. The Convention is a bicam-
eral legislature that includes the 
House of Deputies, which has more 
than 800 members, and the House 
of Bishops, which is comprised of 
nearly 300 active and retired bish-
ops. The Convention meets every 
three years to do things such as: 
adopt legislation; amend the Book 
of Common Prayer, the Constitution, 
and canons; adopt a three-year 
budget for the Episcopal Church; 
and elect candidates to offices and 
committees for the next three years. 
(from the website of the Episcopal 
Church, episcopalchurch.org) 

When sitting, the Episcopal 
Church General Convention is one 
of the largest democratic bodies in 
the world. The Episcopal Church is 
composed all dioceses in the United 
States as well as diocese in sixteen 
foreign countries.

Historical Context

After the Revolutionary War, 
the Anglican Church in the former 
British colonies was in a quandary 
as to how to organize its common 
life to be faithful to the mission and 
ministry of the Gospel.  Cut off from 

the Church of England with no resi-
dent bishops, the Anglican parishes 
eventually formed what became the 
Episcopal Church, sharing with the 
Church of England a heritage of 
common prayer, historic episcopate 
and adherence to the ancient creeds 
of the Church. 

As the American church became 
organized, The Rev. William White 
of Christ Church Philadelphia pro-
posed a system which would be 
thoroughly democratic and where 
each state (dioceses were whole 
states back then) would elect depu-
ties to three regional convocations 
which would elect members to a 
larger General Convention to govern 
church policy and mission.  This 
was later amended so that each 
state elected deputies directly to 
the General Convention which is 
the form we have today except each 
diocese elects four clergy (priests or 
deacons) and four laity to represent 
them to the General Convention.  

The House of Deputies was formed 
in 1785 with William White as its 
first president until his election as 
Bishop of Pennsylvania. The first 
General Convention met in 1785 
with only the House of Deputies sit-
ting (since there were no bishops) 
and with primarily the Mid-Atlantic 
states in attendance. General 
Convention is now a bicameral sys-
tem with the House of Bishops and 
House of Deputies having to agree 
on all legislation. (A concise his-
tory of the Episcopal Church can be 
found at episcopalchurch.org under 
the tab “What We Believe.”)

Legislation—where does it come from?

Resolutions can be submitted 
for consideration by the General 

Convention from four different 
sources: “A” submitted by standing 
committees, commissions, agencies 
and boards of the Episcopal Church 
(known as CCABs),”B” submitted by 
bishops,  “C” submitted by dioceses 
or provinces, and  “D” submitted by 
deputies. Each resolution is referred 
to a convention committee, which 
makes its recommendation to the 
appropriate house. Each resolution 
is designated by a number which 
is proceeded by a letter to show 
its origin---B103 for example came 
from Bishops and A233 came from 
a CCAB. All “A” resolutions are pub-
lished in what is known as the “Blue 
Book,” and sent to deputies a few 
months before Convention meets. 
B,C, and D resolutions are presented 
at the Convention.

All resolutions are first referred 
to committees of the Convention 
for consideration and amendment. 
Committees of the Convention hold 
open hearings where anyone may 
speak for or against any legislation. 
The Committee then sends the pro-
posed resolution to The Dispatch of 
Business Committee to be placed on 
a “daily calendar” for consideration 
by the whole body. All resolutions 
must past both houses.

The Diocese of Bethlehem has 
submitted a resolution to the General 
Convention office on “Relief for the 
Homeless and Poor” which was 
passed at our Diocesan Convention 
in October of 2011. This will be 
assigned to the appropriate commit-
tee, and we will have to see where it 
goes from there.

The Daily Schedule

Each day includes corporate 
morning and evening prayer as well 

as a Eucharist to keep deputies and 
bishops centered and focused on 
mission. The daily legislative work 
is handled in daylong plenary ses-
sions of each house. Committee 
work occurs outside of the plenary 
sessions, so a deputy’s day may 
begin as early as 6:00am and not 
end until late in the evening. 

Social and educational events are 
offered at mealtimes and in the 
evenings as well as hearings. The 
Display Hall is home to special 
interest groups, religious communi-
ties, various prayer societies, semi-
naries, communion bread makers, 
icon painters, just to name just a 
few. It is a popular place to get a 
sandwich, cold drink, and browse 
everything from books to church 
supplies to beautiful crafts from 
many countries.

Deputies return home tired but 
gratified that they contributed to 
the larger mission of the Episcopal 
Church and got a good feel for its 
breadth and diversity.

General Convention 101: a thumbnail overview

Education for Ministry: Where Christian tradition meets culture
BY CATHY BAILEY

I first heard about Education for 
Ministry (EfM) in the mid 1990’s. I 
was a full-time mother and a full-
time nurse, which didn’t leave time 
for much else, but I was looking for 
something in my life to help feed my 
faith. My experience with Bible study 
had been an occasional small study 
group who met through Lent or at 
some other time of the year for a few 
weeks. These were great, but I was 
looking for something more.

While reading Diocesan Life I saw a 
short paragraph about an EfM group 
starting that fall. It sounded like a 
Bible study, but seemed different. The 
description talked about small group 
community with discussions about 
God in our daily lives. I was intrigued.  

EfM is more than just a Bible Study, 
although there is some study of the 
Bible involved. It is a small group (6-12 
people) who meet weekly (face to face 
or online) for worship, discussion of 

course materials, and reflection of how 
God is present in daily life. EfM is 
described as a theology course, but 
engaging in EfM is not about becoming 
ordained. It is a study designed for lay 
people who want to learn more about 
their Christian faith and it is much 
more than a theology course. While the 
course is designed to be four years long, 
you join for just one year at a time. You 
can continue through all four years or 
take a break and have a year or two off 
if desired.  There is a small cost to par-
ticipate and a weekly time commitment of 
two to three hours when the group meets 
and about one to two hours of reading.  

The study part of EfM involves read-
ing a chapter of text each week and 
having a brief discussion about what 
we are reading. Year one is about the 
Old Testament, year two is the New 
Testament, year three is the study of 
church history and year four is theo-
logical choices.  Most EfM groups have 
members who are in different years of 
the program, so there are people who 

have already studied the part you are 
studying and there are people who 
haven’t started that year’s study yet. It 
is amazing to hear insights from others 
about the material.  

Christian tradition meeting 
American culture is accomplished 
through a process called theological 
reflection. We take everyday issues, 
items, stories, events, scripture read-
ings, etc. then discuss them with 
a theological focus. Where is God 
in this? What does the church say?  
What does society say? We try to 
come away with some kind of insight 
into what was discussed.  

The small community is my favor-
ite part of EfM. Since the group meets 
through the year (typically from 
September through May) we build 
community. And since the course is 
four years long, this allows for some 
members to remain together for sev-
eral  years offering the chance to get 
to know the group members pretty 
well and provide time for sharing 

and support with other Christians in 
our lives.  

I have heard some describe our EfM 
group time as a “mini retreat”, time 
put aside to feed yourself and for 
me this is very true. I am so excited 
about EfM; the content, the study, the 
working through God in everyday life, 
and the small community that I want 
to share this with everyone. I have 
just been named the EfM Diocesan 
Coordinator and am here to help 
spread the word.

Please contact me if you have any 
interest in joining an existing EfM 
group or if you would like to get an 
EfM group started in your parish or 
community. There will be a presen-
tation about EfM at the upcoming 
Diocesan Training Day on March 24, 
2012 or I can share the story of EfM 
with your parish at an information 
night or an adult forum. I would love 
to hear from you,  293 E. 11th Street, 
Northampton, PA 18067 610-442-
1189. cbnnp@rcn.com
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What’s happening...
March 

Mar. 1: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, St. 
Stephen's, Whitehall 

Mar. 2-3: Disciples of Christ in Commu-
nity Training, Nativity, Bethlehem. Cost: 
$125 for presenters (clergy or EFM gradu-
ates), $50 for facilitators (small group 
leaders). Contact Dean Pompa or Canon 
Partee at tpompa@nativitycathedral.org 
or mpartee@nativitycathedral.org For 
more information about D.O.C.C. visit 
www.trinitynola.com/docc .

Mar. 2: “An evening with C.S. Lewis”, 
Trinity, Easton 7:00 P.M. Starring Brit-
ish actor David Payne. Tickets are $20. 
The presentation is sponsored by the 
Music and Arts Ministry of Trinity Epis-
copal Church. http://diobeth.typepad.
com/diobeth_newspin/2012/01/trini-
ty-easton-to-host-an-evening-with-c-
s-lewis-with-david-payne-on-friday-
march-2-2012.html 

Mar. 3: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 4: Bishop Paul, Prince of Peace, 
Dallas

Mar. 4: Bishop Jack, North Parish, 
Frackville

Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26: Financial Sanity 
Seminar, Trinity, Easton 7:00 P.M. Cost 
is $14.99 for participant workbook. 
More information can be found here: 
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_
newspin/2011/11/financial-sanity-sem-
inar-at-trinity-easton-how-to-build-
sane-financial-values.html

Mar. 6: Clergy Bible Study 6, Trinity, 
West Pittston

Mar. 6: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity, 
Carbondale 6:00 P.M.

Mar. 8: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Mar. 9-11: Women’s Retreat at The Villa 
of Our Lady Retreat Center in Mt. Pocono. 
Sponsored by Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity. Led by Julia McCray-Goldsmith, 
Canon for Formation from the Diocese of 
California. $195 for double occupancy. 
Single rooms also available. To register 
contact the Cathedral Office at (610) 865 
0727, or email Canon Partee at mpartee@
nativitycathedral.org 

Mar. 10: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting via conference call. Details will 
be emailed prior to the meeting.

Mar. 11: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Carbondale

Mar. 13: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s, Sinking Spring

Mar. 15: Clergy Day, Fresh Start, St. 
Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 9:00 A.M. to 
3:00 P.M.

Mar. 17: Bishop’s School, St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 17: Bishop’s Beach Party, Na-
tivity, Bethlehem 2:00 to 7:00 P.M. RE-
SCHEDULED from January 21st. Regis-
tration has been reopened online for the 
event.

Mar. 18: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Mt. Pocono

Mar. 18: Bishop Paul, St. Luke’s, 
Scranton 10:00 A.M.

Mar. 18: Peace Commission Meeting via 
conference call. Details will be emailed to 
members prior to the meeting.

Mar. 18: Artist in Residence, Aram 
Basmadjian, in concert, Trinity, Bethle-
hem 3:00 P.M. with spring organ music.

Mar. 18: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Donation of $10.00 with reception fol-
lowing the concert. Featuring Satori.

Mar. 18: Groundbreaking at St. Al-
ban’s, Sinking Spring 4:00 P.M.

Mar. 20: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow

Mar. 20: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. 
James’, Drifton 6:00 P.M.

Mar. 22: Taco Dinner, St. Andrew’s, 
Allentown 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. It will cost 
$7.00 for Adults and $3.50 for kids un-
der 12. (The cost of $7.00 will allow 
each person 3 tacos, whether hard shell 
ones or soft ones.)

Mar. 24: Diocesan Training Day, St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Registration is 
now online at www.diobeth.org 

Mar. 25: Bishop Paul, St. James’, Drifton

Mar. 26: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

Mar. 27: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 3:00 P.M.

Mar. 29: Chrism Mass, Nativity, Beth-
lehem 11:00 A.M.

Mar. 31: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

April

Apr. 1: Palm Sunday

Apr. 2: Standing Committee, Diocesan 
House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 3: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. Luke’s, 
Scranton 6:00 P.M.

Apr. 5: Maundy Thursday

Apr. 5: Bishop Paul, Christ, Towanda

Apr. 6: Good Friday

Apr. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Peter’s, 
Tunkhannock

Apr. 6: Bishop Jack, St. Clement’s, and 
St. Peter’s, Wilkes-Barre

Apr. 7: Holy Saturday

Apr. 8: Easter

Apr. 8: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Bethlehem

Apr. 8: Bishop Jack, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre

Apr. 10: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s, Sinking Spring

Apr. 10: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity, 
Easton 6:00 P.M.

Apr. 12: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Apr. 14: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 14: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

Apr. 14: Bus Trip to Sight and Sound, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall 10:30 A.M. Trip 
is to see JONAH and will stop at Her-

shey Farms Restaurant in Lancaster for 
a family style lunch. Cost is $105.00 
which includes lunch, tickets and bus 
fare. For more information, please con-
tact Libby DeVore at dscout1@aol.com 
or via phone at 610-264-9628.

Apr. 15: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Athens

Apr. 15: Peace Commission Meet-
ing via conference call. Details will be 
emailed prior to the meeting.

Apr. 15: Trinity Pottsville Concert Se-
ries, Trinity, Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Canon 
Mark Laubach and soprano Cora Game-
lin-Osenbach will perform.

Apr. 17: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

Apr. 17: Archdeacon’s Visit, Grace, 
Honesdale 6:00 P.M.

Apr. 17: St. George’s Night at Hampton 
Winds Restaurant, Northampton Com-
munity College 6:00 P.M. Seating avail-
able up to 60 people. Dinner includes: 
Salad, Appetizer, Main Course, Dessert

Bring Your Own Bottle of Wine.Fea-
turing: “Dine-A-Round” Watch the 
Chef’s prepare your Appetizer and Main 
Course in their Training

Kitchen Price: $ 45.00/person (in-
cludes tax and tip; $ 5.00 donation to 
St George’s Operating Fund). For tickets, 
please call the church office. 

Apr. 19: Fresh Start, St. Peter’s, Hazle-
ton 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 19: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

Apr. 20: Retired Clergy and Clergy 
Spouse Luncheon, Good Shepherd, 
Scranton 12:00 P.M. For clergy in the 
northern part of the diocese.

Apr. 20-22: Christophany, Pocono 
Plateau Retreat, Cresco, PA. 

Apr. 21: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 22: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Easton

Apr. 22: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Donation of $10.00 with reception fol-
lowing the concert. Celebrity Organ Re-
cital with Matthew Glandorf, organist 
and Director of St. Mark’s, Philadelphia.

Apr. 22: Celebration of New Ministry, 
Good Shepherd, Scranton 4:00 P.M. In-
stitution of The Rev. Peter Pearson as 
Rector. Reception to follow.

Apr. 24: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 3:00 P.M.

Apr. 27: Retired Clergy and Clergy 
Spouse Luncheon, St. Anne’s, Trexler-
town 12:00 P.M. For clergy in the south-
ern part of the diocese.

Apr. 28: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

Apr. 29: Bishop Paul, Grace, Honesdale

Apr. 30: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

May

May 1: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. 
Alban’s, Sinking Spring

May 1: Archdeacon’s Visit, Grace, 
Kingston 6:00 P.M. 

May 3: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

May 3-6: Icon Workshop with Fr. 
Peter Pearson, Nativity, Bethlehem. 
Cost: $225, covers all materials for an 
icon of the Virgin and Child.Deposit of 
$125 due by April 1.  Contact Canon 
Partee to register at mpartee@nativity-
cathedral.org

May 4: Finance Committee, Diocesan 
House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

May 5: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.

May 6: Bishop Jack, Grace, Kingston

May 6: Youth Council, Trinity, Mt. 
Pocono 1:00 to 5:00 P.M.

May 6: Choirs of Trinity, Easton 
and Trinity, Bethlehem perform Louis 
Vierne’s Messe solennelle, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 3:00 P.M. Concert includes 
favorite hymns and organ selections.

May 8: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

May 8: Archdeacon’s Visit, Redeemer, 
Sayre 6:00 P.M.

May 10: Fresh Start, St. Peter’s, 
Hazleton 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

May 10: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

May 11: Incorporated Trustees, 
Nativity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.

May 12: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 9:30 A.M. 
to 2:00 P.M.(SNOW DATE)

May 12: Commission on Ministry 
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono, 10:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

May 13: Bishop Paul, All Saint’s, 
Lehighton 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

May 15: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow

May 16: ECW annual meeting and 
luncheon, Kirby House, 9:00 A.M. to 
2:30 P.M. Mo. Laura Howell will be 
the keynote speaker with her program: 
"Prefer Nothing to Christ: Benedictine 
Wisdom for the Christian Life."

May 17: Ascension Day Service, 
Bishop Paul, Redeemer, Sayre

May 17: Ascension Day Service, 
Bishop Jack, St. Mark’s, Moscow

May 18: Ordination of Lou Divis and 
Charles Warwick to Priesthood, St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
7:00 P.M. Reception to follow.

May 20: Bishop Paul, St. Joseph’s, 
Pen Argyl

May 20: Bishop Jack, Good Shepherd 
and St. John’s, Milford

May 20: Peace Commission Meeting 
via conference call. Details will be 
emailed to participants.

May 20: St. Matthew’s Society Gathering, 
Lehigh Country Club, 3:00 P.M.

May 20: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 
P.M. Donation of $10.00 with recep-
tion following the concert. Featuring 
Mainstreet Brass.
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 Live god’s love: tell what you have seen and heard www.diobeth.org 

Pray for
Diocese of Bethlehem

www.diobeth.org
March 4:  Epiphany, Clarks 

Summit: The Rev. Craig Sweeney, 
Rector

The Stewardship Commission

March 11: Prince of Peace, 
Dallas and Trinity, West Pittston: 
The Rev. John Major, Rector

March 18: St. Gabriel’s, 
Douglassville: The Rev. Sally 
Bosler, Deacon

March 25: St. James’, Drifton 
and St. Peter’s, Hazleton: The 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk, Rector and 
The Rev. Marion Meiss, Deacon

April 1: St. James’, Dundaff

St. Matthew’s Society

April 8: Trinity, Easton: The 
Rev. Canon Andrew T. Gerns, 
Rector 

Clergy Widows

April 15: St. Margaret’s, 
Emmaus: The Rev. Wayne Sherrer, 
Priest-in-Charge and The Rev. 
Elizabeth Diely, Assistant Priest

Bishop’s School

April 22: St. John’s, Hamlin: 
The Rev. Ronald Miller, Priest-in-
Charge

Postulants and Candidates for 
Ordination

April 29: Diocesan Staff 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
March 4: The Church of 

England: The Most Rev. and 
Rt. Hon. Dr. Rowan Douglas 
Williams Archbishop of 
Canterbury

March 11: Hong Kong Sheng 
Kung Hui: The Most Rev. Dr. 
Paul Kwong Archbishop of Hong 
Kong Sheng Kung Hui & Bishop 
of Hong Kong Island

March 18: The Church of the 
Province of the Indian Ocean: 
The Most Rev. Ian Gerald James 
Ernest Archbishop, Province 
of Indian Ocean & Bishop of 
Mauritius

March 25: The Church 
of Ireland: The Most Rev. 
Alan Edwin Thomas Harper 
Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland and 
Metropolitan.

April 1: Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem and for Jerusalem - 
(Jerusalem & Middle East): The 

Rt. Rev. Suheil Dawani

April 8: Easter Sunday, pray 
for all Christians everywhere.

April 15: The Nippon Sei Ko 
Kai (The Anglican Communion 
in Japan): The Most Rev.

Nathaniel Makato Uematsu 
Primate of The Nippon Sei Ko 
Kai & Bishop of Hokkaido

April 22: The Episcopal 
Church in Jerusalem & The 
Middle East: The Most Rev. Dr. 
Mouneer Hanna Anis President 
Bishop, Jerusalem & the Middle 
East & Bishop in Egypt with 
North Africa and the Horn of 
Africa

April 29: The Anglican Church 
of Kenya: The Most Rev. Dr. 
Eliud Wabukala Primate and 
Archbishop of All Kenya

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

March 4: Kigwo: Deacon 
Abraham Banga Moji

Bishop Anthony Poggo, Bishop 
of Kajo Keji, Sudan

March 11: St. John’s, Lukura: 
The Rev. David Duku and Deacon 
Silivian Kiden

Bishop’s Staff

March 18: St. Peter’s, Limi: The 
Rev. Moses Logiron

Romoggi Secondary School: The 
Rev. Eluzai Loboka and Committee

March 25: St. Philip’s, Wudu 
Town: The Rev. Sadaraka Muni 
and Deacon Kwoji Sam

Mother’s Union: Jane Poggo, 
The Rev. Mary Basa and the Rev. 
Silivian Kiden

April 1: Wojira: The Rev. Mikaya 
Loguli and Deacon Jackson Kenyi

HIV/AIDS Department: The Rev. 
Taban Israel and the Rev. Wilson 
Lomugun

April 8: Mangalotore: The Rev. 
Cicilia Kiden Losu

Participatory Awakening Process: 
Ezbon Wudu Mogga

April 15: Ku’dupi: The Rev. Peter 
Mala and Deacon Mary Kanan

Development Office: Alix Achiga

April 22: Mereguga: The Rev. 
Alfred Dumokosuk and Eli Mawa

Bishop’s Leadership School: The 
Rev. Canon John Lomundu and 
committee

April 29: Jondalee: The Rev. 
Simon Lodu

   t h e  e p i s c o p a l  d i o c e s e  o f  b e t h l e h e m  p r e s e n t s :

“There are different kinds 
of  spiritual gifts but the 
same Spirit; there are 

different forms of  service 
but the same Lord;  there 
are different workings but 

the same God who produces 
all of  them in everywhere.”  

-1 Corinthians 12:4-6

HIGH SCHOOL 
MISSION TRIP

Who: Youth who have completed grades 9 through 12

What: A work mission to southern Appalachia

When: July 7-15, 2012
Why:  To help rebuild homes with Appalachian Service Project 

(more about them on the world wide web at www.asp.org) and growth 
together in faith
How:  Participation is through application only, available on 

the diobeth.org website and re:create blog March 1st

This year’s mission trip will be to Southern Appalachia.  We 
will be fixing homes and providing landscaping to rural folks 

in poverty.  Total cost for the 8 day trip is $600:  ideally, youth 

and their families are responsible for 1/3, their home parish 
should contribute 1/3, and the Diocese will fund the final 

third.   The application and $100 (refundable) fee is due April 
1st.  Second payment of  $100 is due by May 1st.  Final 

installment of  $200 is due by June 1st.  

Scholarships are available.  Please contact Ellyn Siftar, 
Missioner for Youth and Young Adult Ministries for more 

information at 610.691.5655 ext. 228.

www.diobeth.org           http://diobeth.typepad.com/recreate/           610.691.5655

E P I S C O P A L  D I O C E S E  O F  B E T H L E H E ME P I S C O P A L  D I O C E S E  O F  B E T H L E H E M

CHRISTOPHANY
 SPRING YOUTH 

RETREAT

a weekend of fun
 and adventure in 

God’s creation
*

for youth in grades 
6-12 and 

adults chaperones 
over 24

friday april 20- 
sunday april 22, 2012

pocono plateau camp 
and retreat center

cresco, pa
18326

*
cost: $125

scholarships available
registration opens 

february 24th +
closes april 9th

sponsored by the 
episcopal diocese of 

bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

*
for more information 
contact:  Ellyn Siftar
esiftar@diobeth.org
or 610.691.5655 *228


