
Come to Evening Prayer or Eucharist during Convention. See page A5.

Happy Anniversary, New Hope Campaign, A4

August 14 –– Keys to Romogi Primary School are handed over to the headmaster.
New Hope Campaign chair Charlie Barebo invites us to join him in celebrating the second anniversary of the Campaign. “As we pass this milestone,” he writes, “may 

we join in a prayer of thanksgiving. We have received $3,900,000 in gifts and pledges, $300,000 more than our initial goal and just $200,000 short of our stretch goal of 
$4,100,000. We have collected over $2,400,000. Despite the troubling economic times, pledge fulfillment rates remain high. Your pledge commitment is a sacred one. You 
will bring the gift of the Gospel to a child.”

The Canon Benaiah Poggo College is nearing completion. Classes have begun. Up to 30 students should be enrolled for the fall semester.

Two of our five primary schools have been built. Classes are currently being held in the new Romogi and Gaderu New Hope schools

Thanks to Trip Trepagnier of our World Mission Committee who waded through the United Thank Offering grant writing process to apply for a grant to help build a new 
wing of four classrooms at the Gaderu Primary School in our companion diocese of Kajo Keji in Southern Sudan,  the New Hope Campaign has received a United Thank 
Offering grant in the amount of $48,361. 

In northeastern Pennsylvania, the Campaign has awarded it first six grants.

INSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE
Paul Peterson proclaimed grace 
gracefully [Bishop Paul A2]
Mother Jones – more than a 
magazine [Bishop Paul A2]
The Reluctant Musician [A3]
ECW Children’s Project, Scott 
Allen on the radio, A dream for 
Lehighton, Inviting silence, Invite 
the Peace Commission, Betty 
Speicher, Daniel Sullivan [A3]
Happy Anniversary, New Hope 
Campaign [Charlie Barebo A4]

Four deacons to become priests [A5]
General Seminary calls 
Grace Allentown rector, ECW 
chooses Honored Woman, 
Diocesan Convention, 
Presiding Bishop’s visit [A5]
Xtreme faith stories shared at 
Bishop’s Day [Canon Kitch A6]
Health care is mercy in 
action [Canon Gerns A6]
ECW begins 15th year as sponsors 
for young girls in need [A6]
Calendar/Prayer Cycle [A7]

A matter of pride ... in the 
park [Scott Allen A8]

INSIDE EPISCOPAL LIFE
ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
approved opening ministry of 
the church to pastors and other 
professional workers living 
in committed same-gender 
relationships [3] ... Episcopal priest 
believes everyone, regardless of 
ability to pay, deserves a dignified 
burial. So she became a mortician 
to help make it happen. [12]
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What was unusual about Paul Peter-
son’s organizing his children and grand-
children to make a group gift to the New 
Hope Campaign is that the family 
live in Minnesota and they are 
not Episcopalians. 

What was so very usual 
about this generosity was 
that Paul and his family 
were responding, as they 
did so often, to what rep-
resented the good news of 
Jesus Christ to them.

Paul died on September 8 in 
his mid-eighties.  I take this space 
to remember him publicly for several reasons.

The first is merely personal: he be-
lieved in me when there wasn’t much to 
believe in. He took me under his wing 
and tutored me, almost too subtly to 
notice, in what it means to tend God’s 
flock. I have remained a clergyman be-
cause of his influence, and have accord-

ingly tried to take an active interest in 
those preparing for ordination or already 
in their ministry.

What I caught from him in our many 
informal tutorials was my beginner’s per-
ception that we really do bear treasure 
in earthen vessels, and that part of be-
lieving the good news is lightening up 
on one’s self.

The second reason seems much more 
critical to me right now. What he 

preached and taught and did was al-
ways grounded in God’s love in 

Jesus Christ. He just could not 
see the point of ministry fo-
cused on anything else.  He is 
one of the people from whom 
I learned what little I know 
about preaching, and that 
came by observing his way 

with the Word.
That is, grace needs to be pro-

claimed gracefully, and this was his 
gift. I never heard him attempt to scold, 
intimidate or argue his congregations 
into more grace-filled living. Like his 
New Testament namesake, he preferred 
instead to show them “a more excellent 
way” both in what he said and how he 
said it.

I need his image right now, because his 

confidence in God enabled him to live 
splendidly through very difficult times. 
He barely survived internment in a Nazi 
POW camp, and dealt with that in part 
by never missing an episode of Hogan’s 
Heroes when that show came out. 

I might add by the way that Paul al-
ways assured me that he laughed because 
Sergeant Schultz was typical of the old 
men drafted into Germany’s service as 
the war was being lost, and that Colonel 
Klink was real and still could be found in 
every bureaucracy. It never occurred to 
me, I said, that anyone who had survived 
such horror could laugh at it. He replied 
that only those who could laugh sur-
vived. Later I would read Viktor Frankl 
and learn the truth of those words in 
more depth.

I wonder accordingly if we cannot 
learn to laugh a bit more at ourselves and 
what we devote energy to. Do the angels 
in heaven really care about whether blue 
or purple is used in Advent—no. Do 
they care about whether we are faithful 
to our mission to reach the world with 
Christ’s love—yes. Have you met many 
people who can hold both those con-
cerns in their minds at the same time? 

Paul did not have survival “skills.” 
With him it was an art. And now I chiefly 

think of when he practiced that art dur-
ing a time when his denomination was 
going through a painful and destructive 
civil war, much as the Episcopal Church 
is now enduring.

What he showed me in those pain-
ful days was how to lose, something I 
have written about before in this space. 
When in the losing position in his 
church’s struggles, Paul was able to speak 
the truth as he saw it very directly, but 
without vilifying anybody. He was able 
to see a piece of the church he loved de-
stroyed and still sing the praises of God, 
and while singing go on to have an even 
more excellent ministry.

I think the singing was no small 
part of that ability not to vilify oth-
ers. Paul’s family sang their thanksgiv-
ing together at every meal—in parts! 
God’s praise was literally food and 
drink to his children.

It is counter-intuitive but it is true. 
When times are difficult in the church 
it is vital to get closer to, not farther 
from, the assembly of those who love 
and praise the living Lord.  My friend in 
Minnesota showed me that, and I will 
always be grateful.

[This is Bishop Paul Marshall’s Septem-
ber 2009 column for secular newspapers 
throughout our 14 counties. His column 
is published by The Morning Call, Al-
lentown, on the first Saturday of every 
month. It usually appears also in ten ad-
ditional papers. The combined circulation 
of papers that publish the column regu-
larly is more than 400,000. Some 140 col-
umns have been published over the past 
13 years. The book, Messages in the Mall: 
Looking at Life in 600 Words or Less (Sea-
bury), is a collection of ten years of his 
monthly columns for newspapers.]
 
A monument to Mother Jones stands 

at the corner of Route 209 and First 
Street in Coaldale, Schuylkill County. 
Politicians dubbed her the “most dan-
gerous woman in America” – when she 
was 83. In the coal regions she is remem-
bered somewhat differently.

The Coaldale monument (one of 
those blue highway markers) recalls 
Mother Jones leading a march of 2,000 
wives and mothers from McAdoo to 
Coaldale in support of striking miners. 
This unsuccessful strike of 1900 led to 
the great strike in 1902.

Mother Jones worked for better con-
ditions for miners and their families for 
50 years. President Theodore Roosevelt 
had reasons not to care for her: she led 

a march of children from Philadelphia 
to his Oyster Bay home protesting child 
labor. Their placards – “We want to go 
to school, not to the mines” – suitably 
embarrassed the president, but he would 
not meet with the marchers.

They went back to their miserable ex-
istence leading mules, operating doors, 
and sorting coal in the breakers. Mother 
Jones kept on working for children. Her 
subsequent children’s marches prompted 
the U. S. Senate to investigate child labor.

Up and down the Appalachians, Mary 
Harris Jones spoke for, was jailed for, 
and worked for miners seeking improve-
ments in their working conditions that 
you and I would consider minimal at best.

Sometimes, but not often, it was a mat-
ter of educating the owners. When she 
met with John D. Rockefeller after the 
1914 Ludlow Massacre she convinced him 
actually to visit the mines he owned in 
Colorado. When he did, he was appalled 
and made changes immediately.

It took until 2002 for Mother Jones 
to get her blue marker in Coaldale, just 
a hundred years after she got the title, 
“most dangerous woman in America.” 
Consider taking a drive on 209 to the 
Mother Jones marker this fall. Besides 
taking in the beauties of that road, there 

might be something to be gained from 
pondering the miners’ struggle. Stop in 
the coal museum on the way, and Jim 
Thorpe for contrast.

In the last thirty years the gap between 
the rich and the poor in the United 
States has widened enormously. While 
the rich are temporarily a little less 
wealthy, poverty continues as strong as 
ever, consuming the lives a children as 
surely as did the dark past.

I was one of the religious leaders who 
met with our then-new governor in Phil-
adelphia upon his election. He promised 
that education was his priority and that 
our schools were going to change. Those 
promises have not been kept for the 
most part, and Pennsylvania still hovers 
very near the bottom in per-student state 
spending. Good schools are still for the 
rich in Pennsylvania, and will remain so 
as long as property taxes fund education.

In their injustice to children, these 
forgotten promises bring us right back to 
Mother Jones. Potential new employers 
look for more than tax breaks: they look 
for a region with an educated work force. 
The future of tomorrow’s workers in this 
Commonwealth depends on our leaders 
keeping the promises they make to chil-
dren. Would Mother Jones be marching 

for families today? I think so.
Those whose families have escaped 

low-wage jobs and whose children are 
headed for college often quickly de-
velop amnesia. They forget that many 
of their ancestors worked for next to 
nothing, and struggled to get along in a 
culture that was hostile to them because 
they spoke another language or were 
of a strange ethnicity. A few individu-
als made their own way out, but by and 
large the masses needed a Moses or a 
Mother Jones.

The same secularism that forgot that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was a preacher, 
forgets that Mother Jones was driven 
from Chicago to the mines in part by the 
encouragement of her brother, a priest. 
Although it is slightly anachronistic to 
put it this way, she stands at the head of 
the great Catholic Workers’ movement 
in this country. Nonetheless Dorothy 
Day considered herself Mother Jones’ dis-
ciple.

For Mother Jones, putting faith into 
action meant enduring slander, jail, and 
50 years of hard work. This month of 
September, during which we celebrate 
Labor Day, is a time to ask what our 
generation will do to increase equality, 
compassion, and education in present 
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Paul Peterson proclaimed grace gracefully

Mother Jones – more than a magazine

By BISHOP PAuL V. MARSHALL



“No way! Yes, I can play the piano 
- some. But what do I know about 
Church Music?”

“The organ – with pipes?!? Two, 
three, four keyboards – and those ped-
als! Anglican chant? I’ve heard about 
Gregorian chant in a music history 
class...”

 “So,” the rector says, “here’s the key 
to the organ, and the file cabinets of 
decaying music Do what you can. I 
trust you.”

You mutter a little too loudly for 
comfort, “God, help me!”

 “I will. I send you help right here.”
The Diocesan Commission on Lit-

urgy and Music has both simple and 
more involved offerings in mind to 
help the Reluctant Musician.

First of all, in each upcoming issue 
of Diocesan Life will be a Musicians’ 
Nugget” a short educational or practi-
cal item of explanation or advice.

Secondly, a database of Parish Musi-
cians is being compiled. You will soon 
receive an invitation to spend a few 
minutes filling out a survey of parish 

ECW Children’s Project
For the 2009 Diocesan Convention, 

the ECW will be collecting sweatpants 
and sweatshirts (sizes 5 to 18) plus un-
dies for children at risk.  

Each delegate should bring one pack-
age to the Diocesan Convention.

These items will be distributed to chil-
dren at risk in northeastern Pennsylvania.

After collecting from church mem-
bers, each parish representative will 
then distribute the remaining sweat-
shirts, sweatpants, and undies to a local 
facility (or facilities) for children at risk.

For more information contact: Doro-
thy Shaw, flamingo@epix.net; Marlene 
Hartshorne, mhartshorne@netcarrier.com 
or 610-780-4602

Scott Allen on the radio
Scott Allen is a radio personality (of 

sorts) in the Lehigh Valley as he volun-
teers to host the National Public Radio 
show All Things Considered Mondays, 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. on WDIY (88.1 FM 
Allentown). He began doing this last 
winter. He comes in on the breaks with 
news, traffic, weather, time and call let-
ters. He is also the control board engi-
neer which means he plays the commer-
cials at the designated times, accesses 
the feed from Public Radio Capital News 
(out of Harrisburg for PA State news), 
and reconnects the show to the NPR 
Satellite to resume All Things Considered 
which originates nationally in Washing-
ton DC. 

If you’d like to hear Scott, the show is 
broadcast in streaming live audio on the 
web. Open your web browser to WDIY.
org and click on “listen” at the top. All 
the time, everywhere! 

“I’ve always listened to NPR News and 
like their format,” Allen says. “This was 
a small way to give back to a project that 
has given me so much over the years. I 
learned a lot of new things and after ten 
months I feel more at ease at the micro-
phone in the studio.” The Rev. T. Scott 
Allen is priest in charge at St. Andrew’s 
Allentown/Bethlehem and a member of 
the Standing Committee of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.

A dream for Lehighton
The Lehighton Times-News, Septem-

ber 1, included a feature on Father John 
Wagner’s “dream for Lehighton to be a 
destination for people, rather than simply 
a place through which they pass on their 
way to other locations,” Father Wagner, 
a civil engineer, is borough manager of 
Lehighton and priest-in-charge at St. 
Mark’s/St. John’s, Jim Thorpe.

Inviting silence
Come away for a time of quiet listening 

and a time for your spirit to seek God’s Spirit 
in the spaces between the noise, the activi-
ties, the plans, and the stuff of your life. For 
a few days we will gather together simply to 
invite silence into our lives. Call it an experi-
ment, call it a retreat, call it whatever you 
like, but come and share this time with other 
seekers who will journey together into the 
silences where God may be found. Novem-
ber 19-21 at St. Francis Center for Renewal, 
Bethlehem. Leaders: Father Peter Pearson, 
CoS and Mother Laura Howell. Cost: $190. 
Residential retreat strongly suggested, but 
arrangements can be made for  commuters 
if necessary. For more information, contact 
Mother Laura, laura@trinitybeth.org, 
610-867-4741 x304.

The Reluctant Musician 
and The Leadership Program for Musicians
By FATHER ED ERB

needs and resources musical. This 
will help us provide what you need and 
want.

Finally, we look to reviving the 
Leadership Program for Musicians - a 
national educational experience par-
ticularly designed to help musicians 
with limited resources.

We can even provide a network 
where you can ask a question and get 
a quick response to a church musi-
cian’s “persisting questions.” Like, 
where can I find music for chanting 
the Psalms? Are we supposed to sing 
the Psalms. Psalms, what are Psalms?

Tell us what questions you have, 
what resources would be most help-
ful, and how we can best get the in-
formation - and training - for you to 
experience the joy and not the bur-
den of singing God’s praises.
The Rev. Edward K. Erb, edwardkerb@aol.
com, the Rev. Hillary Raining, hillary.rain-
ing@gmail.com, and Canon Mark Laubach 
mlaubach118@gmail.com are members of 
the committee working on the Leadership 
Program for Musicians for the Diocese of 

Invite the Peace Commission
[From Fran Hlavacek] The Diocesan 

Peace Commission offers a one-hour, in-
teractive forum on peacemaking. Invite 
us to your parish. We will provide an 
introduction to our program, Creating a 
Culture of Peace: Training for Personal and 
Social Change (CCP).

CCP responds to General Convention 
resolutions to develop a culture of peace 
and nonviolence and to make nonvio-
lence training and peace education avail-
able throughout the Episcopal Church.

CCP trained facilitators present an 
engaging, eye-opening program for your 
adult forums, teen groups, coffee hour, etc. 
CCP applies to many issues of conflict and 
controversy, personal and social.

Give your church members a taste of 
what it’s like to make changes for peace.

For information on the Peace Commis-
sion or to schedule a CCP forum, please 
contact Addison Bross, acb2@lehigh.
edu (610-691-2684) or Janet Chisholm, 
jgchisholm@aol.com (845-641-3648).

Betty Speicher
Elizabeth J. “Betty” Speicher, 69, of 

Cresco, died Aug. 23. She was the wid-
ow of Russel E. Speicher with whom she 
shared 44 years of marriage at the time of 
his death on Sept. 16, 2002.

Born on Sept. 10, 1939 in Chester, 
she was a daughter of the late Irving K. 
and Dorothy Smith) Jordan and lived in 
Monroe County since 1960. 

For many years Betty was a very ac-
tive member of Trinity Mount Pocono 
where she served as junior and senior 
warden, long-time vestry member, direc-
tor of altar guild, member of the build-
ing committee, usher, greeter and many 
other committees and church activities. 
She was also involved in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem where she was on 
the Commission of Ministry and was a 
member of the St. Matthew Society.

Surviving are four children, Russel E. 
“Rusty” Speicher Jr. and his wife, Lau-
rie, of Danville, Vt., Darryl K. Speicher 
and his wife, Jackie, of Mountainhome, 
Marion S. “Molly” Bender and her hus-
band, Dennis, of Mountainhome and 
John T. Speicher of Mountainhome; 
six grandchildren, Hannah Malabre-
Speicher, Ursula Malabre-Speicher, 
Jordan Speicher, Jacob Speicher, John 
R. Bender and Dennis Q. Bender; two 
brothers, I. King Jordan of Washington 
D.C., and S. Clay Jordan of Glen Riddle; 
and many nieces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by a sister, Dorothy 
“Peggy” Lionel O’Donnell.

The funeral service took place Aug. 
28, at Trinity, with interment in Trin-
ity’s memorial garden. Memorials may 
be made to Trinity Church, HCR1 Box 
25, Mount Pocono, PA 18344; or to the 
Russel Speicher Foundation, in care of 
Darryl Speicher, P.O. Box 4, Cresco, PA 
18326.

The Rev. Daniel Kilmer Sullivan
The Reverend Daniel Kilmer Sulli-

van, 81, a retired priest of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, died on Sep-
tember 3 after a brief illness. Born in St. 
Stephen, New Brunswick, Canada, he 
was the son of the late Marie Louise Si-
mon and Dr. Edward Vincent Sullivan.

 He earned a BA in History from 
Trinity College, Hartford, CT in 1953. 
He received a Master of Divinity from 
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale Uni-
versity and was ordained in the Diocese 
of Maine in 1956. He was rector of three 
parishes. First at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd Rangeley, Maine from 1956-
1966. Second at Grace Church, Nutley, 
New Jersey from 1966-1972 and then 
at the Church of the Good Samaritan 
Paoli, Pennsylvania from 1972-1995. 

Father Sullivan served on the board of 

Episcopal Community Services for the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, 1983-1993.

 Father Dan, as he was affectionately 
known, conducted extensive missionary 
outreach over the course of his ministry. 
He retired with his wife to Bear Creek, 
where he enjoyed working as an associ-
ate pastor in St. Stephen’s Church, Wil-
kes Barre. He also was the president of 
REACH Inc., a homeless ministry. 

Father Sullivan is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Adele (nee Olmstead) and 
three children: Mark, Louise, and An-
drea Burbage. He is survived also by a 
brother Edward of Ottawa.

 After a ministry of over fifty years, 
he will be fondly remembered by 
many. Memorial donations may be 
made to: REACH Inc. Saint Stephen’s 
Church 35 South Franklin Street Wil-
kes Barre, PA 18701 (570-825-6653).

Above all else, this Convention claimed 
God’s mission as the heartbeat of The 
Episcopal Church. I encourage every 
member of this Church to enter into con-
versation in your own congregation or 
diocese about God’s mission, and where 
you and your faith community are being 
invited to enter more deeply into caring 
for your neighbors, the “least of these” 
whom Jesus befriends. 
[Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori]

“I love living here,” 
Ted Kennedy once 
said. “And I believe 
in the Resurrection.
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Second student dormitory

The College Library in Kajo Keji nearing completion

Gaderu students watching the completion of their New Hope school

Romogi Primary School students praying the school prayer

VSAT enables modern communication

Romogi students in their New Hope classroom

By CHARLIE BAREBO
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Join me in celebrating the second an-
niversary of the New Hope Campaign! 
As we pass this milestone, may we join 
in a prayer of thanksgiving. We have re-
ceived $3,900,000 in gifts and pledges, 
$300,000 more than our initial goal and 
just $200,000 short of our stretch goal of 
$4,100,000. Of this we have collected 
over $2,400,000. Despite the troubling 
economic times, pledge fulfillment rates 
remain high. Your pledge commitment is 
a sacred one. You will bring the gift of 
the Gospel to a child. 

The college is a building or two away 
from completion. Classes have started 
and up to thirty students should be en-
rolled in the fall semester. Two of our five 
primary schools have been built. Classes 
are currently being held in the new Ro-
mogi and Gaderu New Hope schools. In 
Northeastern PA we have awarded our 
first six grants. Talk about making haste!

Of course, much hard work was done 
in planning the New Hope Campaign. 
The campaign began roughly five years 
ago. Early visits by Randall Fegley, 
Archdeacon Rick Cluett and, of course, 
Bishop and Diana Marshall set the foun-
dation for our progress.  “Without vision 
the people will perish.” We did sweat 
the details before going public. Early 

work done by Archdeacon Stringfellow, 
Char Horst and Dale Bateman helped 
shape the campaign. The diocesan staff 
had New Hope added to their daily work 
load. They have all done their share and 
I’d like to thank them publicly; Bishop 
Paul,  Bill Lewellis, Rosie Hummel, Ely 
Valentin, Kat Lehman, Cindy Bakos and 
Bruce Reiner have all gone beyond the 
call of duty in making New Hope a big 
success. No one will ever know the extra 
hours and dangers my travel companion 
and “partner in mission” Archdeacon 
Stringfellow has been through and he 
deserves our thanks.

World Mission Committee mem-
bers, past and present, have developed 
and sustained a partner relationship 
with the Diocese of Kajo Keji that has 
enabled the New Hope Campaign. I’d 
like to thank them all and, in particu-
lar, the Trepagniers, Jo and Trip, for all 
they have done. We have spent many an 
hour working through the details and is-
sues and as a Diocese we are blessed by 
their ministries. Special recognition is 
offered to Trip who did yeoman’s work 
in applying for a $48,000 UTO grant 
to pay for a wing at the Gaderu School. 
We were awarded this grant at General 

Convention. Our Diocese received 
special mention for New Hope. In a 
time when the deputies approved a 
resolution urging churches to make 
a “sacrificial” donation of seven-
tenths of a percent of their budgets 
to mission, the Diocese of Bethle-
hem is donating roughly four times 
our annual budget over a five year 
period. This is following Christ’s 
command, my friends; this is the 
stuff of leadership.

The faith of the community we 
are linked to in Kajo Keji is vi-
brant. Though they want for food 
and knowledge, they believe the 
passage in John’s Gospel (6:24-35) 
where Christ tells us: “Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry.” 
One of the important ways we come 
to Jesus is help bear one another’s 
burdens. Even in times of severe 
recession America remains a land 
of plenty. The faith of our brothers 

and sisters in Kajo Keji can help feed the 
spiritual hunger of those here who are 
weighed down with material abundance. 
Honoring or increasing your pledge to 
New Hope is a gift of the spirit. Let us 
give to New Hope, to those who need it 
most. Amen

[CEO of Otterbine Barebo, Inc, Charlie Barebo 
is chair of the New Hope Campaign, a member of 
Diocesan Council, the World Mission Committee 
and Development Office for the Diocese of Beth-
lehem on Bishop Paul’s staff. He was an elected 
deputy to the recent General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church.]  

Happy Anniversary, New Hope Campaign



Four deacons to be ordained priests for the 
Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Bethlehem

Bishop Paul will ordain four deacons 
to the order of priesthood on September 
29, 7:00 p.m., at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem.

A native of southeastern Pennsyl-
vania, the Rev. Timothy Albright was 
active in scouting during his youth and 
attained the rank of Eagle Scout. He re-
members his first godly “aha moment” 
occurring at the age of 15 on a moun-
taintop at a scouting high adventure 
base in New Mexico. Decades later the 
journey to answer the call continues.  He 
and his wife, Sharon, were received into 
the Episcopal Church at Trinity Potts-
ville in 1989 and have since migrated 
to St. Peter’s Hazleton.  A graduate of 
Lehigh University, Tim is a Registered 
Professional Engineer.  Most recently he 
attended The General Theological Sem-
inary in New York City, graduating with 
a Diploma in Anglican Studies.  Tim and 
Sharon have two adult sons, Jeffrey and 
Christopher, who are respectively an el-
ementary teacher and an environmental 
scientist.

The Rev. Christina Nord has been 
a parishioner at St. Margaret’s Emmaus 
while living in the Philadelphia area, 
working as a hospice chaplain, and 
serving as a deacon intern at Grace Al-
lentown.  She is the mother of Rachael 
(professor at Temple University) and 
Andrew (glass blower/artist). She spends 
her free time studying Shotokan karate, 
and she’s well on her way to testing for 
a black belt. She completed her theo-
logical degree at Lutheran Theologi-
cal Seminary in Philadelphia. She also 
studied chaplaincy at Jefferson Hospi-
tal, Philadelphia, and the University of 
Pennsylvania. She spent a decade as vol-
unteer director at Episcopal Community 
Services in the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

She will be at General Seminary NYC 
completing her Diploma in Anglican 
Studies.

The Rev. J. Douglas Moyer has a 
master of divinity degree from Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary in Wiscon-
sin.

He has been named curate at Christ 
Church, Reading. Prior to attending 
seminary, Moyer worked for 30 years for 
Air Products near Allentown. He was an 
active member of St. Stephen’s White-
hall, where he was senior warden.

He and his wife, Michelle, have three 
grown children: Matthew, Stephen and 
Lauren.

Born in Phillipsburg NJ and baptized 
at Trinity Easton, the Rev. Wayne Sher-
rer is a graduate of Immaculate Heart 

College in Los Angeles and McCormick 
Theological Seminary in Chicago. He 
worked with youth and senior citizens at 
All Peoples Christian Center in South 
Central Los Angeles. Funding cutbacks 
led him to an unusual “bus ministry” as 
a transit bus driver who welcomes and 
values people on the margins of society. 
A perennial choir member since third 
grade, he has also been involved with 
Sitgreaves Coffeehouse at Trinity and 
with the Phillipsburg High School alum-
ni band. He and his wife Mildred have 
two recently confirmed children, Philip 
and Regina. He was a founding member 
of the Warren County (NJ) chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity and has served as 
president of the Phillipsburg Area His-
torical Society.

(Back to front) At their ordination to the order of deacon earlier this year: Wayne Sherrer, Christina Nord, 
Douglas Moyer, Rebecca Cancelliere (who was ordained a vocational deacon at that time) and Timoty Albright

Marlene Hartshorne chosen as 
ECW Honored Woman

Every trien-
nial year in 
each diocese, 
the Episco-
pal Church 
Women iden-
tify one “hon-
ored woman” 
who models 
the Christian 
life using her 
G o d - g i v e n 
gifts in all she 

is and in all she does. The national ECW 
then includes their biographies and pho-
tographs in a printed booklet of the 
Honored Women for that year. Marlene 
Hartshorne has been recognized as our 
ECW Honored Woman.

The following is from the proclama-
tion: Marlene Hartshorne spends end-
less hours and effort working for the 
Church and the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
She is an acolyte, lay reader lecturer, al-
tar guild member, pastoral visitor, volun-
teers in the church office and serves as 
co-president of the diocesan Episcopal 
Church Women, and has been a mem-
ber of the national nominating commit-
tee for Province III. She is a member of 
the World Mission Committee, working 
to build a relationship with the Moth-
ers Union of the Diocese of Kajo Keji in 
southern Sudan. Jesus Christ is the cen-
ter of her life and work. She is a joy. 

General Seminary NYC calls 
Grace Allentown rector

G e n e r a l 
Theolog ica l 
Seminary has 
called Grace 
A l l e n t o w n 
rector Father 
Patrick Malloy 
to be professor 
of Liturgics. 
At the request 
of the Grace 
Church vestry 
and congrega-

tion and with the permission of Bishop 
Paul and General Seminary, he will con-
tinue as rector on a halftime basis. He 
came to Grace in December 2001 and 
was installed as rector in June 2002. 

“What we have accomplished in just 
eight years is beyond imagining,” Malloy 
wrote to parishioners. “How did we ever 
do it without losing our minds or breaking 
our backs? The fact that all of us are still 
standing — and I hope standing taller and 
stronger — is a phenomenal witness to 
how invested we are in our common life, 
common mission, and common prayer ... 
General Seminary hired me, not because 
of what I have done, but because of what 
we have done. That is not false humility. It 
is the unvarnished truth. 

Malloy holds a doctors degree in litur-
gicsl studies from Notre Dame as well as 
masters degrees from Notre Dame and 
Temple. He is the author of Celebrating 
the Eucharist, commissioned by Church 
Publishing in 2008. The publisher has 
commissioned two further books,. He 
has taught at the graduate level at St. 
John’s University (Collegeville, MN), 
the University of Santa Clara and 
Duquesne University where he directed 
the graduate program in pastoral ministry. 
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Presiding Bishop Visitation Schedule
Diocese of Bethlehem 2009

This is a preliminary schedule. 
Please look for updates at www.diobeth.org.

Monday, November 9 
6:00 pm – Evensong, Sermon, Cathedral Bethlehem

7:15 pm – Reception (open forum)
  

Tuesday, November 10
8:30 am – Visit local ministries

6:00 pm – Evensong, Sermon, St. Luke’s Lebanon 
7:15 pm – Reception (open forum)

Wednesday, November 11
3:30 pm – Time with women clergy, Episcopal Church 

Women, and Daughters of the King 
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre

6:00 pm – Evensong at St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre 
7:15 pm – Reception (open forum)

Thursday, November 12
8:30 am – Clergy Day, Good Shepherd Scranton

Diocesan Convention
Friday/Saturday
October 9-10

St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral
Wilkes-Barre

You are invited to join 
friends from the 

diocesan community 
to celebrate Evening 
Prayer on Friday at 

5:30 p.m. and
 Eucharist on 

Saturday at 8:30 a.m.



A large group of children sat on the 
floor in matching T-shirts, with which 
they were newly adorned, attention riv-
eted on the figure of Moses. This great 
hero of the faith stood among them tell-
ing his life story, a story of Xtreme faith. 
OK, so actually it was Father Joe De 
Acetis. Nevertheless, the children, ages 
ranging from seven to eleven, were en-
thralled by the telling. 

After all, it is an exciting story: the 
burning bush, the plagues, the Passover, 
and finally the great escape through the 
parted waters of the Red Sea. For some 
of the children gathered, this was all 
quite familiar. Others heard aspects of 
this great hero’s life of faith for the first 
time. 

Two stories unfolded simultaneously. 
On the surface was the story of Moses: 

bringer of the law, leader of the people of 
Israel, and a man of great faith and love. 
At the same time, it was the story of Joe 
De Acetis: believer in the law, follower 
of Christ, and also a man of great faith 
and love. Not only did Father Joe make a 
fabulous Moses, he also had his own faith 
story to tell. He modeled it there 
for the children that day as he 
chose to share a day of his 
life with them in the ser-
vice of God.

So began our 2009 
Bishop’s Day with Kids 
held August 15 at the Ca-
thedral Church of the Na-
tivity. Children from all over 
the Diocese came to experience 
The Exodus Games: Xtreme Faith Stories! 

With Bishop Jack as their host, the 
children heard the story of Moses, got 
to try their hand at parting the red sea, 
and made tambourines to celebrate their 
liberation. They also heard Peter’s har-
rowing experience of walking on water, 
made their own attempt at this feat, and 
constructed boats to remind them of be-
ing protected by God in any storm. They 
learned more about their Cathedral 

though a scavenger hunt in the nave, 
became part of one of the twelve tribes 
of Israel for a day, and partook in a Medi-
terranean feast at lunch time.

The day ended with an enthusiastic 
celebration of the Eucharist including dra-
matic readings by the children, wonderful 

songs that they had learned throughout 
the day and words of wisdom from 

Bishop Jack that inspired children 
and adults alike. It was a great 
day. An Xtreme day. A day of 
Christian formation.

And it was a day that nev-
er would have happened if it 

were not for the faith stories of 
a dedicated group of adults from 

around our diocese. This group spent 
months planning and preparing for this 
day. It was awe-inspiring to work with 
them. What would lead more than 15 
adults and teenagers to volunteer a sum-
mer Saturday in the service of children? 
To freely offer their gifts of cooking, 
music, story-telling, crafts and creativ-
ity? What would inspire teens in our 
diocese to spend a day in church minis-
tering to younger children in the name 
of Christ? I am sure the answers are as 

unique as the individuals. Perhaps not 
one of them would count their partici-
pation in Bishop’s Day with Kids an act 
of Xtreme faith. But I would. I am not 
sure which inspired me more; the crowd 
of children enthusiastically embracing 
a day of learning about Jesus, faith, and 
their Episcopal tradition, or the superb 
team of dedicated adults and teens who 
lovingly made it all happen.

I believe their lives of faith led them 
to this day of ministry with children. I 
believe that Xtreme faith stories are not 
found only in scripture. I believe em-
bracing Christianity in the world today 
can be an act of Xtreme faith. I am con-
vinced that coming together for a day as 
a community of believers and experienc-
ing the Body of Christ in community, in 
faith and in the Eucharist nurtures not 
only the lives of those who participat-
ed, but also the communities in which 
they live. We are called to bear witness 
to Christ wherever we may be, and, ac-
cording to the gifts given to us, to carry 
on Christ’s work of reconciliation in the 
world (BCP p. 855). This is surely what 
took place at our Bishop’s Day with Kids.  
What is your Xtreme faith story?
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By THE REV. CANON ANNE E. KITCH
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What do The Good Samaritan, Eb-
enezer Scrooge and characters in Jesus’ 
story of the rich man and Lazarus have 
in common? Each of these stories in-
volves compassion or the withholding of 
compassion.

We all know about the Good Sa-
maritan, the story of the man who was 
attacked on the road from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. A priest and a Levite passed, but 
offered him no help -- no health care. It 
was a Samaritan who cared for him.

Jesus told that story because a lawyer 
asked, ‘’Who is my neighbor?’’ But Jesus 
turned the question around: ‘’to whom 
should we be a neighbor to?’’

We all know who Ebenezer Scrooge is, 
the nasty old skinflint who turns aside 
every opportunity for charity. Thanks to 
the three ghosts sent to him by his late 
but condemned friend, Jacob Marley, 
Scrooge changes his ways and not only 
learns to celebrate Christmas, but, most 
important, learns how to be a charitable 
person. The chief sign of his changed 
heart? The care, the mercy, he makes 
possible for Tiny Tim Cratchett.

Jesus told another version of the same 
story 1,800 years before Dickens. He tells 
of two people, one poor and one rich. 
The poor man sits outside the rich man’s 
house begging, and suffers from poor 
health. One day they both die. The poor 
man sits at Abraham’s bosom in heaven, 
finally seen and comforted, while the 
rich man is in the place of the dead. The 
rich man is thirsty and asks Abraham to 
send the beggar down to give him some 
water. No dice, says Abraham! Well, the 
rich man says, at least send the beggar to 
go and warn my brothers so they don’t end 
up in the same pickle as me. Again, Abra-
ham refuses. ‘’You had your chance for 
mercy, and your brothers still have theirs!’’

In all three stories, mercy is given or 
withheld. The Samaritan, unlike the 

Health care is mercy in action
By THE REV. CANON ANDREW T. GERNS rich man in Jesus’ other story, did not 

walk past the injured man, but went out 
of his way to care for him. All three of 
the stories remind us that the way we 
care for ourselves is to care for others, es-
pecially when that care is at once spon-
taneous and, on some level that really 
matters, costly.

There has been a lot of fear and loath-
ing on the health-care trail. The debate 
this summer has been disappointing in 
so many ways. It has been rancorous, 
loud and demeaning. People at meetings 
shout down their representatives. Politi-
cians, lobbyists and interest groups have 
no trouble telling lies to win a political 
point. So while we may talk about poli-
cy, costs, ethics and theory, what is driv-
ing the debate is fear. Too much fear, left 
unchecked is paralyzing and can bring 
out the worst in all. 

Christians and other people of faith 
have been quick to line up behind one 
policy approach or another, but few have 
taken the time to think about the most 
basic question: What is health care for? 

What does it mean that we spend 
time, money, energy and talent working 
to make sick people well? Why do we set 
up hospitals, do medical research and 
train so many people to learn medicine 
except that we want competent people, 
using the best tools, to make mercy and 
compassion a visible reality to people 
who need it the most?

It was a long time coming -- generations 
-- but we have managed to move health 
care from a moral obligation borne by the 
community and turned it into a commod-
ity to be packaged and marketed. We have 
sliced and diced our capacity for compas-
sion as a commodity to be sold. 

We have put a price on our mercy. 
So, like the priest or the Levite in Jesus’ 
story, we weigh whether it is convenient 
or too costly to care for those who are ill, 
injured or dying. The debate this summer 
has revealed that we are fearful that no one 

will care for us, or that someone will take 
away what we are due. We have forgotten 
the ancient truth that the care we get is 
directly proportional to the care we give.

This week, in Episcopal and other 
churches, we remembered a nun named 
Constance and her companions who 
died in 1878 in Memphis, Tenn., when 
Yellow Fever ripped through that city. 
Everyone who could leave did, but those 
who were too ill or too poor or connect-
ed to a person who was sick stayed. 

Sister Constance, an Episcopal nun, 
along with her Episcopal and Catholic 
counterparts, some clergy, doctors and 
some lay minister from other traditions 
stayed in the city at the height of the out-
break. Many of them died and they be-

came known as ‘’the martyrs of Memphis.’’ 
Health care is front-page news. There 

are many vested interests, and lots of 
people whose livelihood, from the jani-
tor pushing a broom, the CEO mak-
ing a decision to the investor wanting 
a return, depend on what gets decided. 
People of faith are tempted to jump in 
an take sides. But before we dive in and 
take sides, people of faith need to re-
member what health care means. Health 
care is mercy in action and we are all 
called to be merciful and compassionate 
to anyone in need. 
[The Rev. Canon Andrew T. Gerns is rector of 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Easton, and a former 
health care chaplain. This column was published 
in The Morning Call on September 12.]

Did you ever wonder how the Fair-
Share funds that each parish is asked ev-
ery year to contribute to Diocesan ECW 
are used? Sponsoring a child through 
Child Fund International (formerly the 
Christian Children’s Fund) is one aspect 
of the outreach all of us have a opportu-
nity to participate.

 The Diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW) in July committed to 
a 15th year of sponsoring a young girl.  
ECW has helped girls in Columbia and 
currently sponsors a girl in Ecuador. Not 
only have the girls received educational 
support, but their families have benefit-
ed from medical and dental care as well. 

 Additionally, the girls and their families 
participate in classes that address social ills 
that can manifest themselves in long-term 
economically depressed situations. Physi-
cal and mental abuse cases may increase in 
homes where economic constraints exist. 
Parents are given opportunities to learn 
to diffuse such behavior. Also, parents are 
shown how to provide an environment 
within the home that promotes child study 
and learning. 

 The young Ecuadoran girl, Estrella 
Estefania Puco T, currently is support-
ed by our Diocesan ECW. She receives 
medical and dental care for herself and 
her family as well as classes in math, 
language and science with an emphasis 
on agricultural science. All this keeps 
this active eleven-year-old girl well en-
gaged in learning. Also, ECW provide 
funds with which Estrella can chose gifts 
as remembrances for her birthday and 
Christmas.

 Over the years, the young girls have 
written many wonderful letters of their 
progress and thanks for the support that 
we are providing. Our Diocesan ECW 
has been congratulated for the level of 
giving and the consistency in continu-
ing this sponsorship. 

We ask that each parish consider con-
tributing their Fair Share when asked 
to give in order that we can continue 
to improve the life of children. Checks 
for Fair Share can be sent to Catherine 
Jeffery, Diocesan ECW Treasurer, 1830 
Ulster Rd.,  Allentown, PA 18109.

Diocesan ECW begins 15th year as sponsors 
for young girls through Child Fund International
By LAuRA I. CHEGWIDDEN
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Oct. 1: Pre-Convention meeting, 
Good Shepherd Scranton, 7:00 to 8:15 
p.m.

Oct. 3: Fall Festival, St. Brigid’s 
Nazareth (310 Madison Ave., 610-
746-3910) 9:00 to 4:00, gift baskets, 
soups, children’s clothes and toys, 
white elephant items, vendors, more.

Oct. 4: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Athens

Oct. 6: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 6: Pre-Convention meeting, 
Cathedral Bethlehem 7:00 to 8:15 
p.m.

Oct. 8: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathe-
dral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 9-10: Diocesan Convention, 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre

Oct. 12: Columbus Day. Diocesan 
House closed.

Oct. 13: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 13: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Margaret’s Emmaus, 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 15: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 18: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Margaret’s Emmaus

Oct. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Epiphany Clarks Summit

Oct. 20: Souper Day, noon-1:15 at 
the Candlelight Reception and Con-
ference Center. This is the largest 
community fundraiser for New Bethany 
Ministries. More info at www.newbeth-
anyministries.org. Click on “Events.” 

Oct. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Oct. 23: Old Time Religion Con-
cert by The Lyric Consort, 7:30 p.m. 
at Trinity Pottsville.

Oct. 24: Deacons’ Retreat, Camp Hill
Oct. 27: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 1: Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. John’s Ashland
Nov. 3: Clergy Bible Study VI, 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 5: Clergy Bible Study I, Ca-

thedral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bish-

op Katharine Jefferts Schori to the 
Diocese of Bethlehem (See page A5.)

Nov. 12: Clergy Day with Presid-
ing Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 
at Good Shepherd Scranton

Nov. 13-15: Happening $19 at 
Kirby House, Mountaintop

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. James/St. George Jermyn

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Peter’s Hazleton

Nov. 15: Rev. Edward K. Erb in concert 
at Trinity Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 17: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 17: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
George’s Hellertown, 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 19: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 19-21: Inviting Silence Re-
treat, St. Francis Center for Renew-
al, Bethlehem (See page A3.)

Nov. 20: Incorporated Trustees, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 10:00 a.m.

Nov. 24: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 24: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Andrew’s Allentown, 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 26: Thanksgiving – Diocesan 
House closed Thursday and Friday

Dec. 1: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 1: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Lebanon, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 3: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 
Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Andrew’s Allentown

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. George’s Hellertown

Dec. 6: Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Trinity Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 8: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 
Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 10: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 15: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Thomas Morgantown, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 20: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Luke’s Lebanon

Dec. 20: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Thomas Morgantown

Dec. 21: Ordination of Deacons, 
Cathedral Bethlehem

Dec. 22: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 22: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
John’s Palmerton, 6:00 p.m.
2010

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. John’s Palmerton

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Trinity & St. Philips’s Lansford

Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Day – 
Diocesan House closed

Jan. 19: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Mary’s Reading, 6:00 p.m.

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Mary’s Reading

Jan. 29-30: Bishop’s Day with Youth, 
St. John the Divine NYC

Feb. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 
Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 5: Hug an Episcopalian Day
Feb. 9: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Oct. 4: The Diocesan House Ministry 
Team, www.diobeth.org

Oct. 11: Trinity Church, Athens, The 
Rev. Trula Hollywood, rector, www.
trinityathens.org

Oct. 18: Clergy Licensed to Officiate in 
the Diocese

Oct. 25: Retired Clergy of the Diocese

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Oct. 4: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Swaziland, South Africa

Oct. 11: The clergy and people of the Dio-
cese of Tanga (Tanzania)

Oct. 18: The clergy and people of the 
Church of The Gulf (Pakistan)

Oct. 25: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Torit (Sudan)

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Oct. 4: Kala Archdeaconry  
The Ven. Eluzai Lo’boka Yairo

Oct. 11: Bori Archdeaconry   
The Ven. Sadoka Toe

Oct. 18: Gaderu Archdeaconry  
The Ven. George Kenyi

Oct. 25: Kiri Archdeaconry   
The Ven. Amosa Buli Gwolo

planAhead prayFor

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Peter’s Tunkhannock
Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Trinity West Pittston
Feb. 16: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 23: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to Redeemer 

Sayre, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Mark’s New Milford, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Redeemer Sayre
Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. Brigid’s Nazareth
March 9: Clergy Day
Mar. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 14: Daylight Savings Times begins
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Mark’s New Milford
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Christ Church Reading
Mar. 16: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 21: Trio Jolie in Concert, Trinity 

Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 25: Chrism Mass and Renewal of 

Vows, Cathedral Bethlehem 11:00 a.m.
Mar. 30: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
April 4: Easter – Bishop Paul at Cathe-

dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
April 4: Easter – Bishop Jack at St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville
April 6: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 13: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 15: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 16-18: Christophany
Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. James’ Schuylkill Haven
Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Christ Church Susquehanna
Apr. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Apr. 24: Diocesan Training for Min-

istry Day, St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 27: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Apr. 27: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 6:00 p.m.

May 4: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

May 4: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 6:00 p.m.

May 6: Clergy Day
May 10: Archdeacon’s visit to Cathedral 

Church of Nativity Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
May 11: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
May 13: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
May 16: St. Matthew’s Society Bishop’s 

Reception, Lehigh Country Club, 3:00 p.m.
May 18: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
May 18: Archdeacon’s visit to Good 

Shepherd/St. John’s Milford 6:00 p.m.
May 20: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
May 23: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Cathedral Church of Nativity Bethlehem
May 23: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Good Shepherd/St. John’s Milford
June 3: Corpus Christi Celebration, 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 7:00 p.m.
June 13: Clergy&Spouses/Partners Dinner



A matter of pride ... in the park
By T. SCOTT ALLEN

On Sunday, August 16, parishioners 
and clergy from six congregations plus a 
few retired clergy staffed an information/
welcome tent on behalf of the Episco-
pal Church at Pride-In-The-Park, held 
annually at Cedar Beach Park in Allen-
town. The largest Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgendered  (GLBT) gathering 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania, it drew 
an estimated 5500 people this year. 

Handing out flyers listing many Episco-
pal church’s and their contact information 
as well as Sunday service times, the tent 
volunteers spoke with many GLBT people 
and their allies who were seeking spiritual 
communities or wanted to tell us how glad 
they were we were there. The tent was 
emblazoned across the front with a banner 
which proclaimed “The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You!”

The hot and humid 90-degree weather 
did not wilt the spirits or enthusiasm of 
the 20 or so Episcopalians who worked 
the large yellow and white striped tent 
which was donated by Mickey Brown (a 
parishioner at St. Andrew’s and owner of 
Michael Thomas Florist in Allentown). 
Water and dog biscuits were given to the 
myriad of four legged attendees to draw 
the owners to the table for conversation 
and a rest in the shade of the tent. 

In addition to tents from several reli-
gious organizations, the Festival had many 
vendors selling everything from food, to 
BINGO which benefitted FACT (Fighting 
AIDS Continuously Together), to tattoo 
artists to T-shirts. An art show featuring 

GLBT visual artists was one of the popular 
sites. A doggie drag show and recording 
artist Crystal Waters entertained at the 
large entertainment tent.

Michael Pesavento of the Cathedral, 
creator of the informational flyer, com-
mented that this was the first time he 
volunteered to do this and thought it was 
a great experience for two reasons: He 
got to meet and talk with parishioners 
from other local Episcopal congregations 
and he thought that our presence was an 
important statement to make with the 
GLBT Community about the Episcopal 
Church’s welcome.  “I’ll definitely do it 
next year,” he said.

Jean Evan’s of St. Andrew’s – her sec-
ond year as a volunteer – said that she 
thought that the “protestors” who stand 
at the entrances bearing signs which say 
“Homosexuality is an Abomination” 
and other biblical quotes and anti-gay 
slogans are always a powerful part of 
her commitment to be there. She goes 
to show support for people in her life 
who are gay – her friend’s daughter, her 
grandchild’s godmother, her priest, and 
other friends. Her presence is a way for 
her to be supportive in the face of preju-
dice and discrimination against GLBT 
persons. “People are people”, she said,  
“…and God’s love doesn’t discriminate.” 
[The Rev. T. Scott Allen, a member of the Stand-
ing Committee and the Commission on Ministry 
of  the Diocese of Bethlehem, is priest-in-charge at 
St. Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem.]

Scott Allen and Andy Gerns welcome visitors to Pride in the Park

Ken Hearn and Jeff Buchman of Mediator Allentown

Mary Ann LeMenager, Audrey LeVan, Paul LeMenager and Cindy Bowlby, all of St. Andrew’s 
Allentown/Bethlehem

Terry Gangaware of Trinity Easton, Michael Pesavento and Mariclair Partee of Cathedral Bethlehem

Rick Daugherty of St. Andrew’s Allentown and Rick Theiner of Mediator Allentown

Anne Kogler Slivko of Trinity Easton and Cindy Bowlby of St. Andrew’s Allentown
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