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Imagine yourself in the Episcopal Church
 

place and builds relationships with 
the Roman Catholic Church [1]… The 
Presiding Bishop celebrates Easter 
at St. James Church in Florence, 
Italy, marking its centennial [1]…
General Convention will deal with 
domestic social-justice issues [1]… 
A report on the reorganizing synod 
of the Diocese of Quincy [3]… Work 
begins on the 2010-2012 budget of 
the Episcopal Church [7]… A look at 
the latest church statistics. Is it time 
to change our model of doing church? 
[6]… Episcopal icon writers [16].

The Episcopal Church 
Sacramental 
[Good News music, followed by male 
voice over video]
I baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit … 
He took bread, blessed it and said, 
“Take, Eat.”  … With this ring, I thee 
wed … Do you believe that you are 
truly called by God and his church to 
this priesthood? Imagine yourself in 
the Episcopal Church ... where your 
questions are respected as much as 
anyone’s answers. To find a parish near 
you, visit wnep.com, and click on Good 
Things are Happening.

The Episcopal Church
People of God
[Good News Music, followed by male 
voice over video]

Church is people. In my community, 
I am melody, greenery, noble waterer, 
attending to detail, extending a 
hand, clasping sorrow and despair, 
revealing the goodness of those I 
embrace. Imagine yourself in the 
Episcopal Church … where questions 
are as important as answers. For more 
information about the Episcopal 
Church, go to wnep.com, and click on 
Good Things are Happening.

The Episcopal Church 
in mission and outreach
[Good News music, followed by a child’s 
voice over video]

I was hungry and you fed me … I was 
thirsty and you gave me a drink .. I was 
homeless and you gave me a room. I 
was shivering and you gave me clothes. 
I was sick and you stopped to visit … 
I’m telling the solemn truth: whenever 
you did one of these things to someone, 
that was me – you did it to me. For 
more information about the Episcopal 
Church, go to wnep.com, and click on 
Good Things are Happening.

By Bill lewellis
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Three 30-second television spots 
have been giving northeastern and 
central Pennsylvania viewers of WNEP, 
channel 16, visual clues of the Episcopal 
Church as sacramental and of its 
members as diverse, involved and caring 
for neighbors in need.

The spots for this groundbreaking 
project began to air on April 1 during 
the Good Morning America show and 
the 5:30 and 11:00 p.m. newscasts, 
introduced by WNEP’s Good Things are 
Happening music.

A tagline on two of the spots asks 
viewers to “imagine yourself in the 
Episcopal Church.” That continues with 
slight variations of “where your questions 
are respected as much as anyone’s 
answers,” All three spots conclude 
on the note that viewers can find an 
Episcopal church or more information 
about the Episcopal Church by visiting 
the WNEP website.

The WNEP website includes a link on 
a prominent new Episcopal Church in 
Northeast PA logo that will continuously 
display there and take interested viewers 
to a new Episcopal Church in Northeast 
PA website, www.nepaepiscopalchurch.
org, developed specifically for the ad 
campaign. There, viewers will find 
information about the Episcopal Church 
or links to the 42 Episcopal churches in 
the WNEP coverage area. The spots 
may also be replayed at the site.

They will air more frequently during 
the Easter season, less during the 
summer, and more during back-to-school 
time and before Christmas. They may be 
seen locally and around the world also 
on YouTube and Facebook.

A resolution on marketing the 
Episcopal Church in Northeast PA at 
last October’s Diocesan Convention 
introduced the idea for the ad campaign 
to the Diocesan Community and sought 
support from parishes in the WNEP 
coverage area, 42 of our 65 churches. 

The resolution read: “This Convention 
applauds the efforts made by parishes 
to evangelize their communities using 
local media outlets. Furthermore, we 
encourage those efforts by calling upon 
the parishes in the northern and central 
parts of the diocese to participate for 
one year in a televised evangelism 
campaign by contributing to the cost of 
a commercial advertising program to run 

under the title, The Episcopal Churches 
of Northeast Pennsylvania, on a local 
television station.”

Submitted by Father Daniel C. Gunn, 
rector of St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre, Father Charles Cesaretti, 
interim rector of St. Paul’s Montrose, 
and Father John Major, rector of Trinity 
West Pittston and Prince of Peace 
Dallas, the resolution was approved by a 
virtually unanimous vote. 

Background supplied at the time 
noted that “WNEP, an ABC affiliate 
out of Scranton, reaches almost all of 
the parishes in the northern and central 
part of the diocese. It also reaches as far 
south as Allentown and Bethlehem, but 
for market reasons it does not include 
that area. (That region belongs to the 
Philadelphia market.) During WNEP’s 
daily newscasts the station reaches 
82% of adults age 25-54 in the central 
and northern portion of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. A yearlong television 
advertising campaign would be cost 
prohibitive for any single parish, but if 
we each contributed $1,000 to $1,500 
we could participate in a campaign 
to promote the Episcopal Church in 
Northeast Pennsylvania. Churches 
which cannot contribute that amount 
are asked to pledge an amount more 
attainable, because we anticipate 
that every parish will benefit from 

this cooperative venture. No single 
congregation will be highlighted 
during this campaign. It is also worth 
noting that no other denomination is 
advertising locally on any station. This 
is a one-year experiment.”

This is “a wonderful and ambitious 
project that the Evangelism Commission 
enthusiastically supports and, best of all, 
is not running,” said Canon Andrew 
Gerns, rector of Trinity Easton and chair 
of the Commission.

Noting that the Commission has 
committed $3,500 to the project over 
2008 and 2009, he said it is “not too late 
to contribute to this major evangelism 
project.”

Checks may be made payable to The 
Episcopal Church in Northeast PA 
(TEC NEPA) and sent to St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral c/o The Rev. Daniel 
Gunn, 35 South Franklin Street, Wilkes 
Barre, PA 18701.

The hard work of creating and 
implementing the project was done 
by Gunn, Cesaretti and Major along 
with some resourcing and consultation 
with Jennifer Martin, administrative 
assistant at Prince of Peace Dallas, and 
Bill Lewellis, diocesan communication 
minister. Episcopal Church members did 
the voice-over on two of the spots.

Erik Farmer, a parishioner at St. Stephen’s
  Continued on page A7

The ad camaign includes the use of a new “The 
Episcopal Church in Northeast Pennsylvania” 
logo that will be continuously displayed on 
WNEP’s website. These are the three spots. 

Reilly Shinger tests out the news desk at WNEP with dad, Mike. Reilly taped the voice-over on one of 
the new TV ads for the Episcopal Church which run daily on WNEP.



The Church, as it ponders scripture, 
tradition, in the light to the best reason 
it can muster, is itself the judge of the 
Church’s latitude in doctrine and 
practice. It defines that latitude from time 
to time, seeking to welcome the broadest 
possible expression of the basics of the 
faith. Core doctrines are maintained 
most notably by unambiguous reference 
in our liturgy and catechism.

Thus, when Bishop Righter was tried 
for allegedly violating the Church’s 
doctrine in accepting certain persons 
for ordination, the court was able to 
say that, while the question was a 
theological question, it was not a matter 
of core doctrine and was not addressed 
in our central documents. Unpublished 
documents from the right wing opine 
that they subsequently think they would 
have more likely gotten a conviction if 
they had charged Righter with violating 
the discipline (operating rules) rather 
than the doctrine of the Church.

When Bishop Robinson was elected, 
there was again a question of doctrine, 
but no core doctrine in prayer book and 
canon to which appeal could made. 

When a multiply-divorced man was 
elected in Northern California, at least 

a majority in both houses believed that 
what the New Testament teaches about 
divorce, and particularly its prohibition 
of remarried bishops, did not form an 
absolute barrier. Although I did not 
agree, this made a kind of sense, the 
question of moral modeling aside, 
because the Church is in fact now 
more open to remarriage. Beyond that, 
both Bishops Pike and Righter, not to 
mention many priests, had contracted 
serial marriages.

In the case of Father Kevin Thew 
Forester, bishop-elect of Northern 
Michigan, perhaps we can get our 
ducks in the correct rows. His Buddhist 
practices are sensational but not the 
point. In sermons and other writings 
(including eucharistic prayers which I 
fear were used outside Rite III settings, 
giving us a question of discipline as well 
as doctrine), the bishop-elect makes it 
clear that the doctrine of the Trinity as 
confessed in the Creed and explained in 
the Catechism is not what he holds.

He will use base-three theological 
language, but never in service to the 
proposition that in Jesus of Nazareth 
God became fully human. Similarly, 
his understanding of the atonement 
is not conformable with the liturgy or 

catechism, but appears to be something 
like gnostic enlightenment. His writings 
represent a very shaky understanding 
of the Second Person of the Trinity, 
God incarnate, severely weakening his 
gospel.

Apart from his sense of freedom from 
the seeming minutiae of rubric and 
liturgical text, in which he is by no 
means alone, Father Thew Forrester 
seems to have been an exemplary priest, 
a saintly pastor and an enviably fine 
human being. That is not the point. 
The point is that there has been no time 
like the one we inhabit for bishops to 
proclaim unambiguously the gospel of 
Christ in all its fullness.

In a cardinal church in the west the 
creed is never used, and a eucharistic 
prayer from around the world is used 
each week, along with other ritual 
freehand before and after the gathering. 
I couldn’t tell what I had just attended 
or what the church actually celebrated.

As a Church we are increasingly 
a laughing-stock. Not because we 
welcome lesbian and gay people, and 
carry on social ministries that enact the 
sacrifice of Christ on a corporate basis, 
and certainly not because of our latitude 
and the conversation it engenders. We 

My positon on The Northern Michigan Episcopate
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are a laughing stock because we do not 
consistently proclaim a solid core, words 
as simple as “all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God,” yet “God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himself.”

Increasingly it seems that the Cross 
has become foolishness in the Church, 
and our former hallmark teaching of 
the Incarnation is seldom heard, and 
less seldom heard to matter. If our 
embarrassment is going to end, the 
voices of bishops as clear, traditional, 
and powerful evangelists need to be 
raised in the churches and in the market 
place. 

Many bishops find a number of 
techniques that come from the social 
sciences useful in their ministries, and 
have significant investment in Eastern 
meditation – their qualification to 
be bishops, however, is as the chief 
confessors of the creeds and as presidents 
at the sacraments. They are to be 
unambiguously ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through them.

For these reasons I believe the election 
of Father Kevin Thew Forrester cannon 
go forward and hope that it will not.

By BisHOP PAUl V. MARsHAll

If you look carefully at this picture 
of Grace, Allentown, set up as an 
emergency shelter, especially at higher 
resolutions too big to reproduce here, 
there is something optically striking 
about the picture. Either deliberately or 
accidentally, the photographer (or his 
camera!) chose the sanctuary lamp as 
the focal point of the picture. The body 
of he lamp is the most sharply in-focus 
area of the picture and the tiny flame 
has a special intensity.

It is that very symbol of the 
sacramental presence of Christ that 
will be extinguished as we descend into 
Good Friday, and stand together at the 
Cross.

But Saturday night fires will blaze 
again and lamps such as this one will 
joyfully receive a new flame, signifying 
Christ's presence with and in his 
church. It is in the presence of and in 
partnership with the Risen Jesus that the 

Church serves the world. This picture 
reminds us that the light at the altar does 
not signify that Jesus is imprisoned in 
the tabernacle. This picture reminds us 
that when we understand and rejoice in 
the resurrection blaze, the light reaches 
out through stone walls and dark stained 
glass, and touches the world through 
our words and deeds. Homeless, hungry, 

seeking truth, whoever 
they are, there is light 
for all.

But back to the photo. 
Jesus puts us in the 
picture with the simple 
words “follow me” and 
the promise “I am with 
you always, even to the 
end of the age.” When 
we rely on that promise 
and accept our share of 
the mission, we discover 
that the resurrection of 
Jesus is not a matter of 
debate – it is a matter 
of experience. Each of 
us learns that because 
he lives, we live – now 
and in eternity. This 
experienced learning 
is no small thing: 
the powers that Jesus 

defeated in an eternal moment on the 
Cross paradoxically remain our enemies 
and the creation groans for freedom and 
healing. Until everything comes to its 
fullness, our living in the light is what 
God chooses to work with.

I have been out of action for some 
months now and must sit out for a couple 
of weeks yet. I am thankful that nobody 

Accident? Bishop Paul’s Easter Message
else has been sitting still. I could only 
watch with wonder and thanksgiving 
when so many parishes organized this 
winter to care for those who might 
otherwise freeze to death. I have been 
amazed as parish clergy changed the 
mind of a mayor. I have some idea of 
how many of you gave blankets and 
other supplies, and acted as hosts in 
church buildings.

The media program in the north and 
west is another example, a very literal 
one, of our sisters and brother reaching 
out through and with light, in this case 
real photons. We pray that they will touch 
many. Again, sisters and brothers who walk 
in the light use their diocesan relationship 
to organize and make a difference, and the 
Body of Christ lives out its identity.

It may be that God has put us in these 
14 counties in the business of giving 
new hope on a long-term basis. In any 
event, I can only be grateful that so 
many people are bearing the light with 
generosity and grace. Especially at a time 
in my life when I could do nothing, the 
witness of your commitment illuminated 
my mind, not to mention my heart. You 
teach the reality of Jesus' resurrection.

May these three days bring the fullness 
the light to each of you.

PHOtO By PAtRick MAllOy

By BisHOP PAUl V. MARsHAll
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Choosing to go unheard
Christians have been and 
always are communicators

Visit our new evangelism blog 
www.sharethebread.blogspot.com

Christians are and always have been 
communicators. Jesus sent us out into 
the world to teach and baptize, into a 
world that is moving incredibly fast in 
regard to media of communication.

We have choices as to what media we 
use and how we use them. Every choice 
we make dictates whom we connect 
with and whom we don’t.

Once, long ago, I was on a diocesan 
communication committee. We wanted 
to do a radio ad campaign. We had a one-
time offer for a really terrific package 
that would have let our bishop’s voice 
be heard three weekdays a week between 
the traffic and the weather during the 
morning rush hour on the most listened 
to radio station in the state. We would 
have had this great deal for a year. We 
had an interesting script to start with, a 
musical signature was written for us by a 
musician in the diocese that would have 
made the ad stand out, and we had the 
technical help to put it together.

We ran it past our bishop – after all 
we hoped for his voice, or at least his 
approval to let one of our clergy with 
radio experience do the talking. His 
response? He suggested that we might 
do this instead on the public radio 
station that covered only the capital 
city area. Why? That is what he listened 
to. That is what his friends listened to. 
Heck, that is what is most of us on the 
communication committee listened to.

So the plan died. Well, not exactly. 
The Catholic diocese bought the space. 
They already owned their own FM radio 
station and they added this to their 
existing spectrum.

This exercise turned out to be a lesson 
in deciding whom we were not going to 
speak to.

We live in a world where the average 
person makes distinct choices as to how 
they connect with the world. They can 
choose newspaper (print or on-line) or 
TV (over the air, cable, satellite, video 
downloads), internet (web 1.0, social 
networking, blogging), radio (over the 
air, podcasting, and audio downloads), 
even how they write (postal service, 
print publishing, e-mail, blogging) and 
how they use the phone (land-line, cell, 
satellite, text) and in-between (YouTube, 
twitter, text, instant messaging). 

The media does not choose us. We choose the 
media. And this has a profound effect on how 
we understand and interact with the world.

Everyday, parish ministry poses 
communication challenges in two 
dimensions: personal and technical.

We in the ministry biz spend a lot 
of time on the personal, the pastoral 
arts. But we also have to confront the 
technical.

The technical is an everyday challenge 
because everyday we have to confront 
how we can communicate with large 
numbers of people every day in a way 
that they will see and get the message.

But the technical is also the personal 
because it turns out that we live in a 
world where technology is not only an 
impersonal thing that reaches into our 
lives. Communication technology is a 
choice that tells us how a person chooses 
to interact with the world.

Right now in my own church 
building, the active equipment we 
use for communicating symbolizes the 
challenge. In the main church building, 
across the alley from our offices and 
education building, we have two active 
phones that have rotary dials. The only 
connection between the outside world 
and where we worship, socialize, feed 
the hungry and host 12-step and other 
groups is through POTS, i.e., Plain Old 
Telephone Service.

Meanwhile, in the office and education 
building, we have four phone extensions 
(including that church POTS line), 
an IP phone system that runs over the 
computer network, a brand new server, 
a wireless hotspot for visitors, and bells 
and whistles galore.

Which means that in our own parish, 
we have two worlds side by side. I am 
struck by the symbolism of this reality: 
where we do traditional things, we have 
only one connect with the outside world 
– POTS. Where we do business and 
classes, we have a much wider array of 
choices. The important thing is that by 
our technology choices we are choosing 
whom we reach out to.

During Lent we had been holding 
small groups meeting in people’s homes. 
Everyone received a written invitation 
and a follow up phone call. We reached 
– that is directly connected with – only 
about 40% of our congregation. Not bad. 
But it has been a challenge getting the 
word out. Especially in finding all the 
different channels of communication 
that our members have chosen for 
themselves.

One issue that we have uncovered is 
that a few people who still live in town 
and still come to church (we have seen 
their presence among us regularly) no 
longer have land lines but we don’t have 
their cell-phone numbers.

Another challenge is that very often 
every member of the household has a 
cell number and that is how they keep in 
touch with each other and the world. We 
are hearing from people who got a voice 
message on their land line...and didn’t 
replay it. Oh, they say, I forgot to play my 
machine or listen to my voice mail. Why? I 
ask. Well, it’s usually filled with junk.

Most households do not have a single 
e-mail address but several. One or more 
per person per household.

What’s fascinating is that in my 
conversations with people, they consider 
themselves quite conservative when 
it comes to technology. They don’t 
Twitter, use Facebook or blog. They 
haven’t a clue about social networking. 
They may still read the morning paper 
in print. But they routinely use e-mail 
to send notes and pictures and jokes to 
their relatives. They carry a cell phone 
“for emergencies” but use as many as 
thirty minutes of phone time per week. 
They take for granted the myriad of 
channels on cable or satellite television. 
To them, the technology is an appliance, 
like a toaster. They just don’t realize how 
the technology is changing how they 
interact with the world.

And then there is the newsletter. For a 
significant portion of the congregation, 
the paper newsletter is their link to the 
wider doings of the parish. But most 
people don’t even open it. And since 
the rate structure for the postal service 
is more and more trying to sweep small 
bulk mailers (those who send 100,000 
pieces or less) out of the system, we 
are forced to look for alternatives. The 
unopened newsletter is often replaced 
with one or more on line media: the 
blog, the e-postcard, the text message.

This means that we have to repeat and 
layer what we say in multiple formats. 
All the time.

Every announcement that goes into 
the bulletin has to be blogged as an 
individual item; sent out in the weekly 
e-newsletter, printed (often several 
times) in the Sunday bulletin and 
then in the printed newsletter. We are 
considering how to tweet or instant 
message the folks who use texting 
systems and Blackberrys. A presence on 
Facebook is not out of the question. And, 
oh yeah, our present web-site sucks.

If we are just going to stay where we 
are and not shrink – let alone approach 
effectiveness and get the message of 
the Gospel out there – we have to 
become wise users of as many layers 
of communication technologies as 
possible, and that means we have to be 
wise choosers and open listeners to how 
people choose their media.

So we have to start over: we have to 
census the parish (again); this time, 
coming up with a way of doing this 
that captures the individual cellphone 
numbers and e-mail addresses while at 
the same time assuring people of their 
privacy.

Which brings me back to the personal 
side of communication technology.

I have come to realize that it is not just 

a generational question: it is not only 
that old folks use POTS and younger 
people use Web 2.0. It is also a question 
of choice.

We live in a world dominated by 
a free-market of ideas in which the 
Christian gospel is but one voice in the 
market. And we live in a world where 
people have a choice as to how they may 
connect with the world.

For the average parish in the average 
town, this means that we have to spend 
more time and energy thinking about 
how we do basic communication and 
spend more time faithfully doing it.

When we choose a medium to use 
or not use, we are also choosing whom 
we are not speaking to. When we – 
out of choice or necessity – choose to 
communicate only through the printed 
newsletter then we are choosing not 
to reach out to those who never read 
printed mail except for (maybe) an 
invoice. When we choose to advertise 
only through the radio or the yellow-
pages or mass-mailing, then we are 
choosing whom not to reach.

And it works the other way, too. 
When we drop the phone message and 
the newsletter in favor of the internet, 
who are we leaving out?

Again, it is not just generational. 
I have lots of older folks who are very 
web-savvy. And I have young people 
in my church who are approaching 
twenty one and still don’t drive. We 
live in a world where everyone can 
(and does) choose how they wish to 
connect with the world around them. 
As Christians we are and always have 
been communicators; our choices to 
use or not use certain technologies will 
by definition determine whom we are 
speaking to.

Our choices will also determine whom 
we leave out.

This means that parishes and dioceses 
have to be intentional and committed to 
layering their communication strategy as 
much as they are able, and this may mean 
that parishes have to work together on 
getting the word out. This means we 
need more Christians, lay and ordained, 
using as many layers as possible.

It means that dioceses and 
congregations and our lay and ordained 
leaders must begin seeing ourselves as 
a network rather than as members of 
related stand-alone institutions. The 
Apostle Paul likened this network to a 
human body.

For us Episcopalians, it means that 
priests and bishops have to set the 
example in being proactive in their 
use of communication tools: the more 
a priest or bishop blogs, tweets, and 

                        Continued on page A7
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Work goes on in Kajo Keji & NEPA
Trepagnier have returned from a very 
fruitful visit. Parishioners in Kajo Keji 
report that Father Gunn celebrated the 
first Ash Wednesday with the imposition 
of ashes in Kajo Keji in over 50 years. He 
also taught at the seminary. 

Trip was able to help distribute the gifts 
from our “Twelve Days of Christmas” 
project, strengthen the companion 
relationship and develop new secular 
contacts on the ground in Kajo Keji that 
will help us gain a holistic understanding 
of the area and the local economy.

On the home front, we took New Hope 
on the road this winter. In January we 
gave  New Hope updates in Jim Thorpe 
and Towanda. In February we traveled 

to Sayre where Ashley Barebo gave 
a slide presentation on Kajo 

Keji to the Sunday school 
class while Charlie gave a 
power point update during 
the sermon. In March 
we traveled to Montrose 
and led an Adult Forum. 

Later in the month a New 
Hope team descended on 

Good Shepherd Scranton where 
Archdeacon Stringfellow celebrated the 
Eucharist, Charlie Barebo preached and 
Trip Trepagnier gave a World Mission 
Committee presentation on the “Twelve 
Days of Christmas” project and our 
companion relationship. 

We will be sharing a photographic 
update with you in upcoming issues of 
Diocesan Life. We have started Phase III 
of construction at the college. Phase III 
is the construction of the library and two 
staff homes. You can follow along with 
our progress on Phase III through the 
photos on this page.

This business of transformation from 
hired hand to being a good shepherd is 
gradual. New Hope offers an opportunity 
for spiritual growth. We are $300,000 
from reaching our stretch goal of 
$4,100,000. You can take a step in your 
transformation by making a gift to New 
Hope. Six schools of children are waiting 
for us; the Good Shepherd will not let 
them or us down. Join us in creating this 
year’s Easter miracle.
[Charlie Barebo, CEO of Otterbine Barebo, Inc., 
is chair of the New Hope Campaign of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.]

 

March 28 2009: Library block, front view of slab

March 28 2009: Staff House 2, side view of slab

March 28 2009: Staff House 3; staff raising foundation

Ashley Barebo, first row, second from left, gave a slide presentation on Kajo Keji to the Sunday school 
class at Redeemer Sayre. She has been to 21 churches in the Diocese with her father, Charlie, and has 
claimed New Hope as her ministry too.

Christ is the Good Shepherd. We 
seek to walk in his footsteps. The Easter 
miracle I pray for is the power and the 
mystery that will transform me from the 
hired hand to being a good shepherd.

I like the analogy. The good shepherd 
watches over his flock, protecting them 
from injuries, both self-inflicted and 
from predators. The good shepherd is 
willing to lay down his life for his flock. 
Christ has used rich symbolism in 
this parable. It speaks to us, 
we can relate to it. It sets an 
example we understand and 
are called to emulate. 

One of the best ways we 
can watch over our flock is to 
follow our Savior’s command to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Perhaps this year’s Easter miracle 
has been our Diocese’s response to that 
command, our transformation into being 
good shepherds during the two years of 
the New Hope Campaign. To date we 
have raised over $3,791,000 in pledges. 
We have collected $2,229,000 of those 
pledges. Over $750,000 has been put 
into action alleviating the pain of the 
poor. All this while wrapped in the 
throes of a severe recession.

Work continues at a feverish pace 
both in NE Pennsylvania and the 
Sudan. We’ll soon have photos to show 
you from the work at Good Shepherd 
Scranton. In Kajo Keji (pronounced 
Kah-Joe Kay-Jee), we have completed 
four buildings; we are halfway done 
with buildings five and six and have 
just laid the footers and foundations 
for an additional three buildings. This 
leaves just three more buildings, and 
the college will be completed. Our first 
primary school in Romogi is about three 
quarters completed. We have just signed 
contracts to begin the second primary 
school in Gaderu.

Father Daniel Gunn, rector of St. 
Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre and World 
Mission Committee chair Trip 
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A New Book of Prayers by Anglican Women 
and Girls

In 2008, Morehouse Publishing 
invited women and girls throughout 
the world to submit prayers “to make 
their voices heard on issues of poverty 
and women’s empowerment.” Women 
from every continent submitted 
prayers, including women from the 
Diocese of Bethlehem and the Mothers 
Union in the Diocese of Kajo-Keji. 

After careful selection by an editorial 
board, Morehouse has published these 
prayers in a single volume, Lifting 
Women’s Voices: Prayers to Change 
the World. Each chapter of the book 
focuses on one of the eight Millennium 
Development Goals adopted by 189 
countries in 2000 to halve extreme 
poverty by 2015.

The prayers reveal a deep inter-

connectnedness among women around 
the globe. For more information about 
the Millennium Development goals, go 
to www.unmillenniumproject.org.

Say a prayer. Change the world.
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On Wednesday in Holy Week, 
Christ Church in Forest City, St. Paul’s 
in Montrose, and St. Mark’s in New 
Milford provided 700 Easter dinners to 
individuals and families in Susquehanna 
County at the fourth annual Easter 
Dinner called Bounteous Blessings.  
“We distributed over 300 dinners at St. 
Mark’s,” reported Joan Flint of the New 
Milford parish.  “Volunteers from all 
the churches in New Milford gathered 
on Monday and Tuesday to prepare the 
full dinners.  One of our volunteers from 
the Methodist Church was 101 years 
old.  She insisted on working all day on 
Tuesday.”

“The key to the project is the 
enthusiasm and commitment of our 
volunteers,” opined Nancy Finlon of 
St. Paul’s, Montrose.  “Students at all 
the schools in the County collect the 
veggies, potatoes/macaroni and cheese, 
and canned fruit.  Churches from across 
the County collect cake mixes and 
icings.  Montrose churches provide the 
traditional Easter candies.  The whole 
County participates in this wonderful 
project.”   

Volunteers are recruited from the 
churches in Susquehanna County.  
The Key Club of the Montrose Area 
High School helps all three days of the 
project. Members sort the canned goods, 
pack the bags, and carry the dinners 
out to the cars of the guests.  “The 
involvement of our young people is an 
important and vital ingredient,” asserts 
Jack DeMark of Christ Church, Forest 
City.  “Not only do they have the energy 
and enthusiasm, but it is important for 
them to experience the basic human 
needs in their community.”

Last year 600 needy individuals and 
families were presented with an Easter 
dinner at St. Paul’s, Montrose.  This 
year the list grew to 700.  “This led the 
planning and coordinating committee 
to invite the churches in New Milford 
and Forest City to join in a partnership 
to distribute the dinners,” said Rachel 
Warriner Bartron of St. Paul’s.  “This 
achieved a number of goals:  first, it 
expanded our capacity and outreach; 
second, it enlarged our partnership; and 
third, it cut down on the distance many 
of the patrons had to drive to receive 
their dinner.”  Those who were unable 
to pick-up their dinners on Wednesday 
were able to receive them at the County 
Food Banks on Thursday.

Each dinner included a ham, 
vegetables, potatoes/macaroni and 
cheese, canned fruit, bread, and holiday 
sweets.  Monies contributed by 200 
individuals, organizations and social 
agencies in the County purchased the 
hams and the bread.  “We set a goal 
of $7,000,” reports Bartron, “but we 
collected $8,035.  This is an amazing 
comment about our caring community 
in this difficult economic time.  In fact, 
one donation came from a prisoner at 
the local penitentiary.”

Towards the end of the distribution 
on Wednesday, a teenage member of 
the Key Club returned from escorting 
a senior citizens to her car.  He flopped 
down on one of the chairs and loudly 
reported to his companions:  “She was 
really grateful.  When I put her dinner 
packet in the back of her car, she turned 
to me and said, ‘Thank you for making 
my Easter dinner possible.  Have a 
blessed Easter.’” 

NORTHERN TIER PARISHES  FEED 700 AT EASTER

Bringing food for the Easter Dinner are Charles Arrowsmith (L) and Jack DeMark (C ) of Christ 
Church, Forest City.  They are welcomed by Sandy Schwab (C ) and Joan Hamilton (R ) of St. Paul’s.

101 year-old volunteer Goldie Small packs Easter 
Dinners at St. Mark’s, New Milford.

Members of Montrose Area High School Key Club 
assist senior citizen to her car with Easter packet.

New book for Adult Inquirers

Your Faith, Your Life

A child wandered into a sculptor’s 
studio and watched a master sculptor 
work with hammer and chisel on a large 
piece of marble. Marble chips flew in 
all directions. Months later the child 
returned.

To his surprise, where once stood 
only a large block of marble, there now 
stood a majestic and powerful Aslan-
like lion. “How did you know,” he asked 
the sculptor, “there was a lion in the 

marble?” “I knew,” the sculptor replied, 
“because before I saw the lion in the 
marble, I saw him in my heart. The real 
secret, though, is that it was the lion in 
my heart who recognized the lion in the 
marble.” 

This story from Clowning in Rome 
by Henri Nouwen and re-told in Your 
Faith, Your Life by Jenifer Gamber with 
Bill Lewellis hints at the true nature of 
this book.  Disguised as a guide to the 
Episcopal Church, Your Faith, Your Life 
invites readers to an intentional life of 
continual transformation. It is about 
the lion in your heart becoming a lion 
in your world. It is about relationship. 
It is about process: being attentive, 
intelligent, reasonable, responsible, and 
in Love.

Each chapter in this book begins with a 
reflection by Bill from his life, which acts also 
as an invitation to readers to remember their 
own stories of God’s work in their lives. Each 
chapter ends with a set of five questions that 
follow the framework of the five imperatives: 
be attentive, be intelligent, be reasonable, be 
responsible, and in all things, be in Love. 

 This book, written for newcomers and 
long-standing members of the Episcopal 
Church, is incomplete without the 
stories readers bring to the journey. It 
can be read privately or in group study.

Reviews of Your Faith, Your Life

“Not every useful book is heartfelt and not every heartfelt book is useful, but this new 
book by Jenifer Gamber with Bill Lewellis is both.” —The Rev. Barbara Crafton, author, 
The Sewing Room, Some Things You Just Have to Live With, and Meditations on the 
Psalms.

“A superb resource in preparing adults for commitment to the Episcopal Church… I 
predict we’ll be using this book in parish life for years.” —The Very Rev. Nick Knisely, 
Dean, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, Phoenix AZ

“A thoughtful journey through our faith’s expression for beginners and adepts.” —The 
Rev. Suzanne Guthrie, author of Grace’s Window and Praying the Hours.

“A good basic overview of the Episcopal Church’s study of the Bible, history, and 
worship… challenges all of us to become points of God’s presence in this world both as 
individuals and communities of faith.” —The Rev. Ann Fontaine, author of Streams of 
Mercy: a Meditative Commentary on the Bible.

“For those seeking…spiritual and moral reflection, a gift of great value.” —The Rev. 
Charles Cesaretti, former Deputy for Anglican Relations for the Episcopal Church.

[Your Faith, Your Life] offers the adult reader a chance to delve deeper into the “ins 
and outs” of the Episcopal Church while providing discerning questions that personalize 
the facts, stories, and wonderings that we all have about our on-going relationship with 
God in a world that constantly challenges our faith. —Sharon Ely Pearson, Christian 
Formation Specialist, Church Publishing Inc.

Jenifer Gamber is a consulting textbook editor; a confirmation leader at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; a national workshop and retreat leader; 
and a regular contributor to The Episcopal Teacher.  

Bill Lewellis, communication minister and editor of Diocesan Life for the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, and a newspaper columnist, has served Roman Catholic and Episcopal 
dioceses for over 40 years.

By cHARles cesARetti
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Why Christ Matters

By tHe ReV. Anne e. kitcH
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EfM is like a box of chocolates; you 
never know what you are going to get, 
but it will be good food for thought.

People of faith face the difficult and 
often subtle task of interpreting the 
richness of the church’s teachings in a 
complex and confusing world.  We need 
a theological education that supports 
our faith and also trains us to express 
that faith in day-to-day events.  Many 
people think that one must be ordained 
in order to be “a minister.”  The fact is 
that all baptized Christians are called to 
be active participants in the church’s 
total ministry. In coming to terms with 
the notion that everything we do has 
potential for manifesting the love of 
Christ, we discover that our ministry is 
at hand wherever we turn.

Education for Ministry (affectionately 
known as EfM) is an extension program of 
the School of Theology, The University 
of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee.  
The program began with a vision of 
enrolling a few hundred students.  It 
quickly expanded into a program 
reaching several thousand students with 
groups around the world.  We have an 
impressive number of graduates within 
our own diocese and currently have four 
groups meeting as well as the possibility 
of joining an online group. Each group 

Education for Ministry: Good Food for Thought        
consists of 6-12 students who commit 
to one year at a time.  It is a four-year 
course of study. Year one covers Old 
Testament; year two, New Testament; 
year three, Early Church History; year 
four, Theology and Issues.  In addition to 
discussing weekly readings, participants 
engage in theological reflections that 
lead to lively conversation connecting 
personal experiences with culture and 
faith teachings.  As one participant 
describes it, “We explore the harmony 
and discord found in these positions, 
finding ways to minister to our world.”  

One gathering produced the following 
Collect:

As a result of our reflection we believe 
that community is like a net.  It can 
catch you and support you but you can 
get tangled and caught up in it.  We 
believe that God is an omnipotent 
builder of nets, a creator of community.  
We are called to welcome all people 
into our lives, our groups, our churches 
and EfM.  We do this in order that 
we support each other through joy, 
sorrow, doubt, and faith.  We pray that 
we are open to opportunities to invite 
people and people will be open to our 
invitation.  We pray that we keep 
inviting.  Amen.

When I worked as a hospital 
chaplain, I was struck by the people 
who came in for chemo treatment 
and talked about living with cancer, 
rather than dying from cancer. What 
makes that difference, I wondered. 
When is the moment that one moves 
from living to dying? I spent months 
on a quest to find this point, the exact 
moment when one could pronounce, 
“Now this person is dying.” It wasn’t 
to be found. Is there really a solid 
line between life and death? A 
point? A moment? Perhaps it is only 
a threshold. A somewhat mysterious 
threshold at that.

The ancient Hebrew people 
believed that to see the face of God 
was to die. They understood that the 
human encounter with the divine 
would be that overwhelming. When 
the priests entered the Holy of Holies, 
when they came into the presence 
of the Ark of the Covenant, they 
had to be prepared. They carefully 
performed ritual purification rites 
before they entered and after they 
exited, because to come before the 
presence of God was to walk the line 
between life and death. Women in 
childbirth were also believed to enter 
the holy of holies because in the act 
of giving birth, they walked the line 
between life and death and entered 
into God’s presence. To acknowledge 
both the danger and the sacredness 

of giving birth, they too performed 
ritual purification.

Like the threshold between life and 
death, we also encounter liminal space 
between the human and the divine, the 
ordinary and the sacred. To look upon 
the face of God is to die. To encounter 
the Holy is to stand on a knife-
edge between life and death. 
So what about Christ?

In Jesus, the divine 
becomes incarnate. 
Human and divine 
coming into one being in 
such a way that neither 
is lost nor dominant. God 
and human. A little hard to 
get your mind around. But that 
is the point. We can’t get our minds 
around it. Would you really want a God 
that you could? Wrap your mind around, 
that is?

Jesus lives and breathes and 
walks among the people. He heals 
many folks. Treats the outcast with 
compassion. Rails at the powers that 
be. Teaches people the Golden Rule. 
Nice guy. Then he dies. But it is not 
just any death – it is an early death, an 
untimely death, a horrible death. Jesus, 
the Son of God, did not come to earth 
and live a long life followed by a death 
of honor and dignity. He did not die in 
his sleep in his old age – and  why not? 
Why shouldn’t God’s son have had 
a nice long life? Think of all that he 
could have done, the people he could 
have healed, the communities he 
could have formed. Even if he wasn’t 
interested in political power, think 
what he could have done to change 
people’s lives and the world for the 
better. But that’s not what happened.

That’s not what happened. Yet, what 
did happen makes all the difference in 

the world. Jesus died and was raised 
from the dead. Jesus, the incarnation 
of divine and human, Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, died. And was raised from 
the dead. Now, if we identify ourselves 
as Christians, we all know this at some 
level. But what do you truly believe 
in your heart of hearts? Is there room 

for mystery there, the most 
overwhelming mystery of all? 
Jesus died. And in death went 
spinning down into the abyss, 
taking the evil and violence 
and horror of his death with 
him, taking the sinfulness of 

the world with him and going 
beyond all that. When Jesus is 

raised from the dead a new creation 
begins where sin and death no longer 
rule. Death is not the end of the story 
for us Christians.

Many folks believe Jesus was a really 
good man, with solid beliefs and 
helpful teachings – and for them, that 
is as far as it goes. None of this God 
stuff. None of the mystery. They have 
no use for Good Friday. And when this 
is the case, Easter Sunday becomes 
merely an occasion to dress up, sing 
rousing hymns and celebrate with 
a fine feast. Perhaps it is easier that 
way. Jesus, the righteous man, is much 
easier to grasp than the truth. But the 
truth is so much more.

St. Paul gives us a glimpse of this 
truth when he writes, “Do you not know 
that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore, we have been 
buried with him by baptism into death, 
so that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.” 
(Romans 6:3-11)

Being a Christian is more than 

living a good life. It is more than an 
intellectual exercise. Being a Christian 
is about crossing that threshold 
between life and death and coming 
face to face with the Kingdom of God. 
This is not some distant heaven full of 
clouds and angels that we might enter 
when we die, but rather a new world 
here and now. When we are baptized 
we move from one arena of power into 
another. We die to the reality where 
sin and death rule, and are reborn into 
the reality where Jesus Christ is Lord 
and Savior. Baptism is a threshold 
experience that leads us deeper into 
the mystery of God.

This is why it matters that Jesus is 
much more than a wise teacher who 
lived long ago.

I don’t know about you, but I need 
a powerful God. I need a God who is 
beyond my comprehension. I need Christ 
who took the worst the world could give 
and redeemed it. My life depends on this 
Christ who promised, “Remember, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:20).

If all of this sounds profoundly 
serious, it is. So serious in fact that 
fun is encouraged!  EfM discussions 
produce much laughter.  Symbolism 
and metaphors are used to make the 
abstract more concrete; sometimes these 
can be very humorous.  Groups create 
community with arms that embrace all 
thoughts with respect, warmth and love.  
Participants go forth into our world with 
the support of The Fisherman’s net full 
of nourishment, good health, and good 
will.

[Written by EfM mentors at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem.]   

news and commentary in three speeds
Fast ... spinning out almost daily
todaySpin is uploaded to the newSpin 
blog, www.diobeth.typepad.com. It’s a 
sprint.

Medium ... spinning out weekly
newSpin, the e-newsletter, is sent 
weekly (almost) to a large diocesan read-
only list, nearly 1,000 email addresses. 
It’s a jog, uploaded also to the newSpin 
blog. If you want your address added, 
tell Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org.

Slow and steady ... catch-up
newSpin, the blog, www.diobeth.
typepad.com. It’s a slow and steady walk 
during which you may catch up with the 
sprinters and the joggers.

 the spinCycle

The Diocese of 
Bethlehem online

Several EfM groups meet in our 
Diocese. Christ Church in Reading 
and Christ Church in Pottstown 
host evening groups. Nativity in 
Bethehem hosts both an evening 
and a daytime group. Online 
groups are also available. To find 
group locations, times and contact 
information, see the Christian 
Formation page on our Diocesan 
Website at www.diobeth.org. To 
learn more about EfM, see www.
sewanee.edu/EFM. To find an online 
group, visit www.sewanee.edu/EFM/
onlinementorcontacts.

Resources

The Jesus Advantage: 
A New Approach to a Fuller Life

by Paul J. Donoghue

Learning to Love 
by Gretchen Wolff Pritchard

Notes from a Sojourner
by Margaret Guenther
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planAhead

May 3: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Grace Allentown
May 3: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Mediator Allentown
May 5: Archdeacon’s visit to Christ 
Church Towanda, 6:00 p.m.
May 12: Clergy Day
May 13: Diocesan ECW annual 
meeting, Kirby House. Program: 
One in Christ? by The Rev. Maria 
Tjeltveit.
May 15: Incorporated Trustees, 
10:00, Cathedral Bethlehem
May 17: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Christ Church Towanda
May 17: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to All Saints Lehighton
May 19: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Cathedral, Bethlehem
May 21: Feast of the Ascension, 
Bishop Paul at St. Thomas 
Morgantown
May 26: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Joseph Pen Argyl, 6:00 p.m.
May 27: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Epiphany Clarks Summit
May 31: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Trinity Easton

May 31: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity
June 2: Pre General Convention 
meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
June 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. Mary’s 
Wind Gap, 6:00 p.m.
June 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
Joseph’s Pen Argyl
June 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Christ Church Stroudsburg
June 11: Corpus Christi, Bishop Jack at 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mary’s Wind Gap
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Grace Honesdale
June 14: Clergy/Spouse Dinner, Good 
Shepherd Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 16: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Scranton, 6:00 p.m.
June 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Paul’s Montrose
June 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
James Dundaff, 6:00 p.m.
June 28: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Luke’s Scranton
July 5: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
James Dundaff
July 8-17: General Convention of   
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission Trip, 
to help the Diocese of Louisiana rebuild 
lives and homes destroyed by hurricanes 
Katrina and Gustav.
Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop to 
the Diocese of Bethlehem.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
May 3: Grace Church, Allentown, 
The Rev. Patrick L. Malloy, rector, The 
Rev. Christina Nord, deacon intern, 
www.graceallentown.org

May 10: Grace Church, Honesdale, 
The Rev. Edward K. Erb, rector, 
www. gracechurchhonesdale.org

May 17: St. Mark’s/St. John’s, Jim Thorpe, 
The Rev. John C. Wagner, priest-in-
charge, www.stmarkandjohn.org

May 24: St. John’s Church, Hamlin, 
The Rev Ronald Miller, supply priest

May 31: The TV ad campaign of the 
Episcopal Church in Northeast PA, 
www.nepaepiscopalchurch.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
May 3: The clergy and people of 
the church in the North Central 
Philippines

May 10: The clergy and people of 
the church in North Queensland in 
Australia

May 17: The clergy and people of 
the church in Northern Mexico

May 24: Anglicans throughout the 
world

May 31: The clergy and people of 
Ogbomoso in the Province of Ibadan, 
Nigeria

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
May 3: Pomoju Parish,      
The Rev. Jeneti Poni, The Rev. 
Stephen Duku Lotiyo

May 10: Retired Bishop and Canon 
Emeritus Manasseh Binyi

May 17: Rodo Parish,                    
The Rev. Scopas Modi

May 24: Romogi Parish  
The Rev. Anna Poni (Bari)  
Deacon Peter Wani (English)

May 31: The Rev William Nyoma 
Amos, Rural Dean and Priest-in-
Charge of Ajio Parish                    

who also works a WNEP, did the voice-
over on the spot about sacraments. 
Tony Brooks, also a parishioner at 
St. Stephen’s, developed the logo for 
television and print.

“This has truly been a collaborative 
and cooperative effort by clergy and laity 
from all over the diocese,” said Gunn. “I 
am proud of what we have accomplished 
and of how much support we have 
received from the parishes.” 

The voice-over for the mission 
and outreach spot was done by Reilly 
Shinger, a St. Paul’s Church School 
scholar and second grader at Elk Lake.

Reilly is eight years old, and a voracious 
reader. “She reads everything from the 
Magic Treehouse series to Harry Potter,” 
reports her father, Mike.

Reilly does Jazz and ballet, dancing on 
weekends, and has already competed in 
two horse shows, winning ribbons in all 
events in which she has participated.

She loves watching anything on 
Animal Planet (even the gory stuff), and 
really would like to be a veterinarian or 
horse trainer in her adult life. She also 
likes learning how to cook, spending 
time with her little sister Delaney, and 
making crafts with her mom, Heather.
[Canon Bill Lewellis has been communication 
minister for the Diocese of Bethlehem since 1985.]

uses Facebook, as well as writing in the 
diocesan paper and speaking from the 
pulpit, the more that pastoral leader 
shows us that Good News is for telling 
and that we are willing to meet people 
where they are.

We have content. We Christians 
believe the Gospel is the most important 
content of all. Do the choices we make 
in how we share that content rise to the 
importance we give it? Whom do we 
choose to tell? Whom do we choose not 
to tell?
[Canon Andrew Gerns, rector of Trinity Easton, 
is chair of the diocesan Evangelism Commission.]

Lynne Baab’s book on how the recent 
explosion in ways to communicate 
– e-mail, websites, blogs, podcasts, 
social networking websites, projection 
screens in worship, digital cameras, and 
many more – has created challenges for 
congregations.

Dear Bishop Anthony and Bishop Paul,
The Episcopal Women of the Diocese 

of Bethlehem have two exciting 
announcements to share with you and 
with the Mother’s Union of Kajo Keji.

 (1) Women to Women Grant: The 
Bethlehem Tailors Training Center 
of Kajo Keji has been awarded a grant 
of $4,900 for stipends for 9 months 
for tailoring teachers, solar panels 
for electrification of the center, and 
embroidery and/or zig/zag machines

 The National ECW makes only one 
award a year, and we are very excited 
that Kajo Keji has been selected.  At the 
national convention in California this 
summer, your tailoring center will be 
highlighted as a spot in this world where 
women are helping each other to learn 
skills and better their lives.  

(2) Lifting Women’s Voices: Prayers 
to Change the World: A prayer (below) 
written by the Mother’s Union of Kajo 
Keji has been selected for inclusion 
this summer in a book published by 
Morehouse Publishing.

 The editors told us the following: We 
were gratified—and deeply moved—by 
the number of prayers we received, from 
women all over the world. Their prayers 
expressed, in so many ways, the depth 
of their connection to God and to their 
sisters around the globe. The experience 
of reading these prayers, and listening to 
the voices of so many women of faith, has 
been an inspiration and an experience 
that none of us will soon forget. 

 Prayers from Sudan: Almighty God, we 
thank you for your unfailing love. You are so 
good to us, but we are not worthy. We have 

National ECW awards $4,900 to Training Center in Kajo Keji

Imagine Yourself in the 
Episcopal Church (continued 
from page A1)

Choosing to go unheard – 
Christians have been and 
aways are communicators 
(continued from page A3)

gone astray many times, in many ways. But 
your love and forgiveness remain constant. 
The sacrifice of your son is the weapon and the 
strength to fight for peace in this world.

 Thank you for the Comprehensive Peace 
Accord you brought to our country, Sudan. 
Heal our wounds and broken hearts, for 
we have been crusted down during the war 
period. The physical experience of torture, 
migration, hunger, sicknesses, hard labour, 
and the psychological trauma due to lost 
of beloved ones, separation of families, and 
destruction of properties, are a big scar in our 
minds. 

 Heal us from all this effects of war, O 
God our Father. Give us the power of love 
and forgiveness, that we may forgive those 
who have wronged us and live in harmony 
and peace with them.

We pray for all who are weak and 
helpless, especially, widows and widowers, 
orphans, the disabled, and the elderly 
who have lost their sons and daughters 
during the war and are now left lonely and 
hopeless. Restore their hopes, O God.

 O Lord, we thank you for all the new 
development programs and activities in this 
Diocese. Give us good health and strength 
in doing this work. We pray for the spirit of 
tolerance and perseverance in the work of your 
Church, O God. Bless those who have helped us 
in kind or spiritually for the growth of your church 
in this Diocese of Kajo-Keji. Help us to do your 
will in our daily work. May everything we do here 
bring Glory to your name.

 In special request we ask you to lead 
our Archbishop, his grace Daniel Deng 
Bul, our Diocesan Bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Anthony Poggo, the Mothers Union 
leaders, and all other Church leaders. We 
also pray for Bishop Paul and the whole 
staff of the Diocese of Bethlehem.

We pray for our leaders and the rest of the 
world leaders. Bless them with the spirit of love. 
Give them skills of good leadership so that 
there will be peace all over the world. Bring to 
us peace that can change the whole world for 
the better living of your people. May the peace 
you brought to Sudan uphold for ever, so that 
Your word may be preached all over Sudan. We 
pray this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

 Thank you to Jo Trepagnier who 
applied for the grant.  We congratulate 
Jo and the Mothers Union for this 
accomplishment.
God’s Blessing to you,
Laura Chegwidden and Marlene Hartshorne
The Episcopal Church Women of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, The World Mission 
Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem 
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TrinityBeth makes silly, furry, funky, soft caps for cancer patients

When Mother Laura Howell, rector of 
Trinity Bethlehem, took a call on March 
18 from a Denver hospital, she began 
hyperventilating. Her mother, who lives 
near Denver, had been dealing with cancer. 

“I couldn’t imagine that getting a call 
from Cancer Services from her hospital 
could be anything but traumatic,” she 
said. “On the contrary!”

Over the years, the people involved in 
the Crafting Your Prayers projects at Trinity 
Church, with others from around the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, “have made dozens 
and dozens of elegant or silly, furry, funky, 
soft caps for cancer patients who have lost 
their hair through chemo or radiation,” 
Mother Laura said. The caps come with a 
little tag that says, “Made with prayers for 
your comfort and health.”

Cancer Services at Exempla Lutheran 
Medical Center had called Mother 
Laura to ask for more caps.  Because of 
the many caps already provided, they 
have become so popular in the Denver 
area that the Cancer Society wants the 
pattern, to be able to start local groups 
of cap-makers.

“What a testimony to the happy effect 
of the loving time and effort you folks 
here have spent,” Mother Laura said. 
“Cancer Care at Exempla will send us a 
story about it, which I’ll share with you 
all. In the meantime, get knitting! Or 

Rev. Laura,
Thank you so very much for the link to the chemo 

caps.  I have already forwarded on your information 
to our local American Cancer Society.

Your gifts of hand knitted caps always have arrived 
to us when we seem to need them the most (as it 
should be). This is the first time that I have reached 
out and asked for additional caps. Let me tell you, 
in case you are not aware of it. These hand knitted 
caps are a SMASH here. I work on the Oncology Unit 
here at Exempla Lutheran Medical Center, and the 
patients go goo-goo over them. As one patient said to 
me, “It sorta makes me think that I have some hair 
and it feels like my own hair”. These caps are worn in 
all four season here. Most patients are really, really 
sick on our unit and to see them smile because their 
bald head is no longer the beacon as they feel it is. In 
short the caps give our patients confidence!

I also work in the Infusion Care Center, and when 
I give a person a chemo cap in the outpatient area, 
these ladies are ecstatic.  It’s like jewelry to them, 
they want matching outfits.

God Bless the beautiful people of your church who 
bring smiles and happiness to strangers across the 
nation.

Thanks and I mean thank you from my heart to 
yours!

Ronalda

crocheting! I return to Denver in late 
May and would love to take a suitcase 
full with me.”

She explained that the pattern is free 
and available online. Any eyelash yarn 
will do, as long as it is machine washable 

tHe MORninG cAll/Denise sAncHez

tHe MORninG cAll/Denise sAncHez

An article about the knitting ministry at Trinity Episcopal Church, Bethlehem appeared on 
March 21 in the Morning Call. Find it at www.diobeth.typepad.com. Look for March 23 
item, “Close-Knit Lehigh Valley Group’s Mission.”

and doesn’t have anything to scratch 
sensitive heads (like metallic threads). 

Feel free to call or send a note to 
Mother Laura if you have questions.

See the follow-up letter from Denver.

tHe MORninG cAll/Denise sAncHez

Loraine Johnson (back left), Gabriele Whittier (center), and The Reverend Laura Howell 
(right) knit caps for chemotherapy patients. The women are from Trinity Episcopal Church. 
If you are interested in joining this ministry, email Mother Laura at laura@trinitybeth.org.

tHe MORninG cAll/Denise sAncHez

Trinity Bethlehem’s crafting group knits caps together once a month at Gabriele Whittier’s 
Bethlehem Township home. Mother Laura Howell plans to start regular sessions at The 
Knitters Edge Yarn Shop in Bethlehem. The idea is for cancer patients to feel the love and 
care that, in the case of patients at Exempla Lutheran, extends halfway across the country. 
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