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As demands get greater

Feeling the financial crunch
By john a. zukowski of the Express-Times, Easton

Welcome to the realities of the recession
By BoB housE

Deacon Liz Miller in the kitchen at Trinity 
Bethlehem. [Express-Times photo by Bill Adams]

“The food pantry is pretty empty,” 
says Trinity Bethlehem Soup Kitchen 
Coordinator Deacon Liz Miller. “So far 
we’re fine because we’ve prepared for 
a rainy day. But the rainy day is now 
here.”  The Soup Kitchen has served 
almost 1,500 more meals for this year 
through September than during the 
same period in 2007.

Miller is seeing an increase not only 
in numbers of people coming in, but 
how people are feeling as economic 
conditions have plummeted. “People 
are nervous and tense, and quicker 
to lose their temper,” she says. “The 
dynamics of the economy have changed 
people’s attitudes.”

Churches are feeling it across the 

Lehigh Valley Ann McManus is program 
director of Second Harvest in Allentown, 
which supplies 180 local food banks, 
including churches. Together those 
agencies report a 26 percent increase in 
the number of households asking for help 
in Northampton and Lehigh counties, 
she says. “Almost every conversation 
I have about it with people at those 
agencies starts with, ‘You wouldn’t 
believe the number of new families that 
we are seeing. We’ve been talking about 
how the face of hunger is changing and 
it used to be that it was getting older 
and younger. But now we’re seeing that 
it’s middle class and across the board.” 
[Drawn with permission from an Express-
Times story, Nov. 6, 2008]

It was Friday morning. Arriving at the 
church to open up the administrative 
office, I drove past the entrance to our 
food bank which is open every Friday. I 
noticed that a substantial line of people 
was waiting outside the door. It was one 
of the first chilly days of fall and I was 
concerned that some of the children might 
be cold. It was not like our volunteers to 
allow the clients to wait outside in bad 
weather. I hurried inside to see why we 
were allowing this to happen.

When I ran downstairs and walked into 
the waiting area of the food bank, the 
reason for the line became quite evident: 
the waiting area was packed with people. 
It would have been impossible to get 
another human being into that room.

Welcome to the realities of the 
recession of 2008! The floodgates of 
desperate human need had opened in 
Allentown, and the people had come 
to Grace Church’s food bank as others 
had been doing for decades, but now the 
numbers had just mushroomed beyond 
anything we had ever experienced.

We were somewhat prepared. We had 

served 26 percent more families 
in 2007 than 2006 and we were 
projecting a similar increase 
for 2008. What we were not 
prepared for was a 40-45 percent 
increase, perhaps even more 
by the time all the figures are 
examined at the end of the year.

Our preparation was to 
secure increased government 
funding, more grants from 
private foundations, contact 
more local groups like the 
Boy Scouts, and ask for more 
donations from members 
of our own parish as well as 
many from other parishes 
throughout the Lehigh Valley. 

We also took on the responsibility of a 
new government program for people 
over 65. We added another day when 
we would be open and then added 
longer hours. The challenge now was to 
communicate this present situation to as 
many people as possible.

The magnitude of the hunger problem 
was first brought to the attention of the 
congregation in the Sunday Service 
Bulletin. A chart was developed that 
helped to tell the story of the increases 
we had experienced. The printed 
information and verbal announcement 
at the end of the service included our 
appeal for more volunteers to help serve 
our clients. Email was sent to friends and 
all of us associated with the service told 
as many of our friends and relatives as 
possible. A small booklet was developed, 
complete with pictures and narrative, to 
be shared with possible donors. The usual 
holiday general appeal letter went out to 
our mailing list and two weeks later was 
followed by another mailing to the same 
list suggesting that gifts be made to the 
food bank as Christmas presents.

We have been more fortunate than 
most agencies of our type. Giving from 
all of our streams, while down, is not 
substantially lower compared to last 
year thanks to some unexpected large 
gifts from friends of the food bank who 
have heard the story. The problem is 
that we need more if we are to meet this 
challenge, not the same giving levels 
that we had this year. 

Turning people away or giving them 
less food than they need for their hungry 
families is heartbreaking. Hunger affects 
all levels of our city: the homeless, retired 
individuals living on fixed incomes, and 
young people with college degrees. They 
have all come to the door for food.

2009 frightens me. Our little food 
bank in the basement of our church may 
have to serve as many as 10,000 people 
during 2009. One large private grant not 
received could shut us down. All of us 
who are associated with this ministry 
pray that the volunteers keep increasing 
their time and treasure as they have in 
the past. It is up to all of us to keep the 
problem of hunger in our city in front of 
the community and convince them not 
to forget this great need.
[Robert S. House, a retired Presbyterian 
minister, serves as parish administrator at Grace 
Allentown.]

insiDE DioCEsan LiFE

Challenges and changes not seen
The church faces two contradictory 
issues: we are not immune from the 
challenges, especially financial ones. 
we are called to be even more present 
to the world in ways that require more 
resources.  [Canon Cal adams, a2]
Diocesan Training Day 2009
Saturday, March 28, at St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, wilkes-Barre [a3]

Christophany Goes Green!
For 6-12 graders. april 24-26. [a3]
senior high Mission Trip
july 25 to august 1, to help the 
Diocese of Louisiana rebuild 
lives and homes destroyed by 
katrina and Gustav. Registration 
deadline is Feb. 6 [a3]
Michael Deebee of Romogi
he is the head man of the kuku 
people in Romogi, their living history 
book. he believes he is 82. During 
the november 2008 visit to kajo keji 
by Charlie Barebo and archdeacon 
stringfellow, Michael said of the work 
already accomplished there with the 
help of the new hope Campaign: 
‘I can now die joyfully, knowing my 
people have been delivered.’ [A4]
Good shepherd scranton helps 
homeless and poor [a5]
nearly $100,000 for the needy 
of northeastern Pa [a5]
Grace allentown gets major makeover
Parishioners do most of the work. [a8]
northern Tier Parishes host 
Coats for Community [a8]
Feasting in Lent
Canon Anne Kitch’s In-Formation 
in Bethlehem column. [a6]
Creating a Culture of Peace
The training energized 
clergy and laity. [a6]  
Calendar and Cycles of Prayer [a7] 

insiDE EPisCoPaL LiFE
inaugural and prayer service [1] 
California supreme Court ruling 
on Episcopal Church property [1] 
Diocesan resolutions coming to 
General Convention [1] Presiding 
Bishop calls convention in Fort 
worth to elect bishop [3] Church 
studying united Thank offering 
[11] Commentary: Randall Balmer, 
professor american religious 
history, says church conservatives 
are “playing fast and loose with 
both tradition and the canons.” 
he warns: “history will not look 
kindly on these schismatics.”[16]

For current news 
and features

Visit the newspin blog: 
www.diobeth.typepad.com

Grace Church food bank operates Fridays and Saturdays.

Grace food bank coordinator Patty McNamara 
relates with food bank clients.
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of estimates. We are not in danger of 
closing our doors.

On the other hand, our budget for 
2009 projects a shortfall of about $50,000 
with the rector receiving ½ salary. Our 
leadership works diligently to reduce 
expenses. Good Shepherd Learning 
Center is on steadier ground, shares 
costs with us again and makes payments 
against the money we advanced last year. 
We have money in the bank but most 
is committed to special expenditures 
outside the budget. Funds from the Tower 
Lease sale repaid the gift we received in 
2007 (which blessing enabled us to assist 
the Learning Center). Some Tower 
funds did support the 2008 budget, but 
they can’t be used for 2009.

To further reduce expenses, Mother 
Donna Jean will continue in her present 
ministry through April of 2009 and then 
her hours will be reduced to one Sunday 
a month for the rest of the year. Further 
staff cuts may become necessary by mid-
year. Of course, reducing our staff reduces 
our ability to offer the very ministries 
that we appreciate about St. Gabriel’s; 
ministries I believe will become more 
important as the difficulties in our 
society likely worsen. And that leads me 
to what I believe is the crucial challenge.

The Spiritual Challenge 
and Opportunity

When times appear difficult, the 
cause of the difficulty (financial crisis, 
war, natural disaster) is much less 
important than our response to it. This 
is particularly true of the church. As 
humans, we are subject to the same 
fears as anybody else. Like corporations, 
when money issues come up, my fear 
encourages me to do the easy thing, slash 
expenses with a special focus on slashing 
staff.

But we aren’t just another group of 
human beings; we are the church! And 
times of crisis are not the times to run in 
fear; times of crisis are when we have the 
best chance to be the church! To be the 
church, I believe, is to offer Jesus all that 
I have so that Jesus can do what ever he 
needs. People in distress are likely to need 
our help on a bigger scale than we’ve seen 
for decades. Families are likely to need 
housing aid, food, jobs, medical care, and 
Lord knows what else in larger numbers 
than I have experienced – and need these 
things sooner, rather than later.

A friend of mine said the other day, 
“How do you think the Gospel calls us 
to respond? To cut back, to reduce our 
outlay? Or does God ask us to risk even 
more?” My friend also noted that most of 
his church friends still had jobs, houses, 
etc., and could share a little more time, 

talent, and treasure with God without a 
great deal of pain.

Spiritual Questions
How does God want St. Gabriel’s to 

be the church in these challenging days? 
What kinds and levels of ministry is God 
asking us to offer?

You might not know this, but the 
first staff members that people in need 
and distress encounter are usually Barb 
and Sally Heist. The essential ministry 
of preaching and offering the Eucharist 
is best done in our size church when 
there are at least two priests. Pastoral 
care takes resources and a growing staff 
to meet the needs of our widely diverse 
community. And Love, Inc., is our 
first line of assistance to many hurting 
neighbors.

So, how are we to be the church? 
Can we step up to the challenge of 
being the community who is learning 
that doing Jesus work is being prepared 
to care for God’s people? Can we accept 
God’s invitation to offer sufficient time, 
talent, and resources so that God’s work 
can get done?

Just what are you saying, 
Father Cal

I believe that to be the church, 
God needs St. Gabriel’s to do just the 
opposite of cutting back; God needs 
us to reach out further. And that can 
only occur when I ask Jesus, “What 
do you need of me to further help the 
church really be the church?” That’s the 
question I am challenging the parish 
to ask of themselves in this New Year. 
Although it is my desire to retire from 
St. Gabriel’s with the budget balanced, 
this isn’t really an appeal for funds. It is 
actually an appeal to be spiritually open, 
to honestly seek for God to speak into 
your soul, to want God to tell you and 
me what God needs from us! It is also an 
appeal to let us know if you have suffered 
job loss, mortgage difficulties, and the 
like. We’re in this together with God.

As for me ...
I am planning to spend time during 

January and February to pray and reflect 
on who I am and what God needs of 
me. Although Pam and I have already 
committed approximately 14% of our 
income to St. Gabriel’s, we are increasing 
that to 15%. We are also asking what 
else Jesus needs of us. How ’bout you? 
Blessings in the Year of Our Lord, 2009.
[The Rev. Canon Calvin Adams serves as rector at 
St. Gabriel’s Douglassville. He recently celebrated 
his 25th year as a priest.]

Canon CaLVin aDaMs

Dear St. Gabriel’s Family:

This first shot at a New Year’s Letter 
is offered because so many things are 
happening in our country and in our 
parish. We are facing challenges and 
changes not seen for generations. The 
church faces two contradictory issues 
in such times: we are not immune from 
the challenges (especially financial 
ones) and we are called to be even more 
present to the world in ways that require 
more resources.

Challenges and Changes 
Around Us

Political: On January 20, we’ll 
inaugurate a new president, an historic 
event with the first inauguration of 
a president with African-American 
parentage. He arrives with enormous 
problems and expectations surrounding 
him. Pray for him daily 

Financial: I hear pundits compare 
the current times to great recessions 
and depressions of the past. Even the 
new president says there is worse to 
come. Layoffs are announced daily and 
financial markets bounce around with 
every rumor. We may lose more jobs and 
companies, see more people lose their 
homes and/or a significant chunk of 
their nest eggs. This news can make us 
feel fearful.

Challenges to the Church
Financial: 

As I said, the church as institution is 
not immune to the challenges everyone 
else is facing. Yet we are called to be 
the community of hope in any season. 
Paul says to rejoice always. And we do 
have things to rejoice about: our Parish 
Driven Mission goals, our Youth Ministry 
Coordinator, increased support for Love, 
Inc., and Kajo-Keji, new families, new 
evangelism efforts, a 3% increase in our 
giving and a 10% increase in the number 

For 2009, from Canon Calvin Adams, to St. Gabriel’s Douglassville

Challenges and changes not seen for generations
The church 
faces two 

contradictory 
issues: 

(1) 
We are not 

immune from 
the challenges, 

especially 
financial ones. 

(2) 
We are called 

to be even 
more present 
to the world 
in ways that 
require more 

resources.
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When times appear difficult, the cause of 
the difficulty (financial crisis, war, natural 
disaster) is much less important than 
our response to it. What happens next 
depends, in part, on how we respond. 
Will you respond out of what you lack or 
out of what you have? 
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Saturday, March 28, at St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre

Diocesan Training Day 2009
Wardens/Vestry 101
An introduction for new wardens and vestry members – or a refresher for 
experienced vestry members – to the roles, responsibilities, and realities 
of parish leadership.  We will look at canons, models, strategies, and 
resources to assist the elected leaders of parishes. [Led by The Rt. Rev. 
Paul V. Marshall and The Ven. Howard Stringfellow] Morning

Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor
“I was hungry and you fed me.” The Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor 
extends the celebration of Holy Communion to those who are unable to 
attend the gathering of the faithful – the home-bound, those in hospital 
and nursing homes. This two-part course leads to the licensing by the 
Bishop. The morning session will look at Biblical, theological, and historical 
background, while in the afternoon, we will discuss resources and practical 
considerations such as HIPAA rules, safety, and health concerns. [Led by 
The Rev. Edward K. Erb] Morning and Afternoon

Give and Live: Stewardship as a Way of Life
This workshop will examine the theology and practice of year-round stewardship 
in the parish.  How can we help an entire parish make the shift from scarcity 
to abundance, from control to generosity, from maintenance to mission?  
We will share ideas for preaching, teaching, and programming for all ages, 
throughout the liturgical year.[Led by the Rev. Robert L. Tate, Rector, Church 
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Philadelphia.] Morning or Afternoon

Cooking up a Parish Website
Most people looking for a new church use the internet.  A parish website 
is a basic communication and evangelism tool. You can create for your 
parish an attractive, easy-to-use website that is inexpensive and can be 
maintained by anyone with average computer skills. We will construct an 
actual parish website and show you how to maintain it. We will give you 
the ingredients to cook up a delicious web page for your congregation. 
[Led by The Rev. Canon Andy Gerns, rector of Trinity Easton, chair of 
the Evangelism Commission, helper at Episcopal Cafe and creator of the 
AndrewPlus blog] Morning 

ChurchPost Training
ChurchPost, a communication tool that has been developed for and by the 
church, has been purchased for you to use. There is no cost to the parish to 
use it. It’s web-based communication solution that will empower you to enhance 
communications with one another and your congregation. The basic functionality 
of this service is that it will allow you to create email groups that will be accessible 
to you from any computer while also allowing other users to have access to all of 
the groups that are created. You will have the ability to create quick text emails 
and eNewsletters or colorful html templates using a wizard, eliminating the need 
for html knowledge. You will be able to monitor the receipt of your communications 
as well as spot any trouble email addresses. This will allow you to auto-schedule 
emails for future sending – and because this is a web-based service – you don’t 
even need to log on for them to be sent! 
Whether you already use ChurchPost or just want to get started come to 
this 90 minute session to receive a full training and a chance to get your 
questions answered. We are the first Episcopal diocese to equip all of our 
parishes with ChurchPost You may have attended a training in September. 
This will still be worth your while.  As a refresher course, as instruction 
for another staff or church member or to be trained on Version 3.0 just 

Schedule
8:15 am – 9:15 am

Registration and Hospitality
8:30 Registration

9:15 Opening Prayer and Welcome
9:45 am – 11:15 Workshops

11:30 Eucharist
12:30 Lunch

1:15 Workshops
2:45 Commissioning and Departure

released, you will see how this tool 
can improve communications within 
your parish as well as create a more 
inviting, inclusive environment. 
[Led by Debra Gerber, one of the 
owners of ChurchPost] Morning 
and Afternoon

Christian Formation: One 
Size Does Not Fit All –– How 
to Choose a Curriculum for 
Your Congregation 
Use the lens of your church’s 
mission statement as well as your 
programmatic  framework, as 
you explore the various types of 
curricula: lectionary-based, scope 
& sequence, Montessori-type and 
Rotation Model, including a review 
of other tools for evaluating and 
assessing materials. [Led by Sharon 
Ely Pearson who became Church 
Publishing’s first Christian Formation 
Specialist in November 2007 after 
ten years as Children’s Ministries 
and Christian Education Coordinator 
for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Connecticut. With a B.S. in Special 
Education, she has a certificate in 
Christian Education from Hartford 
Seminary and a Master’s degree in 
Christian Education from Virginia 
Seminary.] Morning

Christian Formation: Develop 
an Engaging Lesson Plan
Learn how to plan your Church School 
lessons so that the children under 
your  care will be active participants in 
learning - wanting to come back week 
after  week for more! This experiential 
workshop will engage teachers to 
develop a  means of preparing lessons 
that will make the best use of their time 
throughout  the year. [Led by Sharon Ely 
Pearson. See above.] Afternoon

Treasurers’ Workshop
In this workshop, we will focus on 
Cash Receipts, Cash Disbursements, 
Internal Controls, and Audits.  We 
will review the Balance Sheet and 
Revenue and Expense statements.  A 
question and answer session will follow 

the presentation. [Led by R. Bruce 
Reiner and Richard Guyer] Afternoon

Grants and New Hope: 
New Opportunities 
for Ministry
A glance into the application 
process for New Hope Grants for 
Northeastern PA. [Led by New Hope 
Campaign chair Charlie Barebo and 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre rector 
Father Daniel Gunn] Afternoon

Practical tips for the part-
time church organist
The most important aspects of 
leading singing from the organ. 
[Led by Mark Laubach, organist/
choir master for St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, and 
Canon Precentor for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem] Afternoon

Building a Youth Ministry 
Program with 6-12 graders
Demery Bader-Saye shares ideas, 
curriculum and resources for building 
a youth ministry program in your 
parish. Because many parishes in 
our diocese are small, with few 
teens, special attention will be 
given to doing youth ministry in 
a small group format. Innovative 
worship ideas that might connect 
with youth, and about the vital role 
mission can play in transforming 
the spiritual lives of teens. Questions, 
answers, and sharing of ideas 
among workshop participants. 
Morning

Online registration 
will be available. 

More information to come.

Christophany Goes Green!
The DioBeth Youth Council invites 6-12 graders in 

the Diocese of Bethlehem (and friends!) 
to our spring retreat, April 24-26

Watson Homestead Retreat Center
Painted Post, NY

(just past the northern tip of our diocese)

Information and a link to online registration will 
be  on the DioBeth youth website, 

www.lifeistasty.org, beginning March 6.

Senior High Mission Trip
The Diocese of Bethlehem is building a team to help 

the Diocese of Louisiana rebuild lives and homes 
destroyed by hurricanes Katrina and Gustav.

July 25 to August 1

Application deadline is February 6.
Applications and information (for teens and adult chaperones) 

available on the DioBeth Youth Website, www.lifeistasty.org.

Mandatory “get to know ya” team overnight, March 21-22. Questions: 
Missioner for Youth Demery Bader-Saye, dbader-saye@diobeth.org



Michael Debee, 82, of Kajo Keji: I can now die 
joyfully, knowing my people have been delivered

Michael Deebee is the head man of 
the Kuku people in Romogi. His story 
is worth telling. Michael is the living 
history book of the Kukus and the 
Episcopal Church in the Romogi area. 
He believes he is 82. Michael spoke at 
a celebratory feast, November 10, 2008, 
after Archdeacon Stringfellow officially 
opened the Bishop’s house and Charlie 
Barebo said a blessing and cut the ribbon 
to the first dormitory at the college. 
His words were translated to me by the 
Rev. Emmanuel Murye. Here is part of 
Michaels’s story:

“I remember when the first white men 
came to Romogi. I was just a small boy. 
They were very loud and clumsy and we 
heard them coming through the bush. 
We hid and watched as three white men 
came down the road. They were the first 
white men I had ever seen. I thought 
they were devils. We turned and ran as 
fast as we could. Later I came to know the 
leader, Bwana Carr, the first Anglican 
priest in the Romogi area. He was a kind, 
fatherly man and soon convinced us that 
he was not a devil but a very good friend.

“The white man has brought us much. 
They brought education, reading and 
writing. They brought medicine, and 
were able to begin saving the lives of 
some children who were very sick from 
malaria. They brought us better foods 
and ways to farm. Most important of all 
they brought was Jesus Christ. My life 
means nothing without Jesus.

“When the British left, things began 
to turn bad. (Michael does not know the 
year that happened.) Schools closed and 
we no longer had medicine. Then the 
war began. We lost many people. Many 
were killed, many ran to Uganda. I never 
left. My place is here to lead the people.

“Kajo Keji was never a diocese but part 
of a larger diocese. We were far from the 
Bishop and didn’t receive much attention. 
Then in the late part of the 1970s, I think, 
they made us our own diocese and gave us 
Bishop Manasseh. It was not safe for the 
Bishop here. He and most of the people 
were in Adjumani, Uganda.

“Much later, the 1990s I believe, 
Bishop Manasseh came to Romogi with 
Henry Leju. They came to see me and to 
talk about a college here. It sounded like 
a dream. We walked around the bush 
and Manasseh pointed to spots and said 
a classroom would be here, a dormitory 
would be there. As we walked through 
the clearing, an Antonov (a soviet 
built light bomber used by the Moslem 
government in Khartoum) circled twice. 
We ran and hid in the bush.

“Three years ago the peace came. 
The people from Bethlehem soon 
came. Their Bishop visited. Then the 

first classroom at the college was built. 
Now people from Bethlehem come and 
see us often. They have built these five 
buildings that are completed. They will 
help us build seven more. We have a 
young, new bishop. He has energy and 
a new view. Good things are happening 
fast. The people from Bethlehem have 
built a Bishop’s house for the faithful 
in Kajo Keji. Like a dream, our Bishop 
lives in Kajo Keji for the first time ever! 
Hallelujah!

“These people from far across the ocean 
have started a primary school for our 
young people. Bethlehem will build four 
more primary schools. Soon there will be 
a secondary school for them and then they 
can go to this college. These people are 
like the Good Samaritans in Jesus’ story. 
They do not know us, they are not even 
our neighbors, but they have healed us and 
have given us life. They have given their 
money, their food for us. These Samaritans 
are from Bethlehem. Like Simeon when he 
beheld the Messiah, I can now die joyfully 
knowing my people have been delivered.

“I have asked the younger village 
leaders and landlords to speak first. I did 
not want to sway them. They have given 
Bishop Anthony the lease on this land 
for the school and college forever. It is 
now the church’s. I am Michael Deebee, 
head man of the people of Romogi. 
Praise the Lord.”

I ask you to reflect on Michael’s story. 
While we are not messiahs, we have 
played a huge role in delivering these 
people for generations to come. These 
are the “least of my family” that Christ 
refers to in Matthew 25:40. I wish to 
thank Randall and Connie Fegley and 
Rick Cluett for their pioneering work 
in Kajo Keji. I am thankful for our 
Bishop and his wife for their courage 
and unwavering vision. I thank the New 
Hope executive committee and Dale 
Bateman for their hard work. I thank 
my wife and children for sacrificing 
our family time as we have done the 
Lord’s work. And most importantly, 
I thank you, the donors to the New 
Hope Campaign, for you are the Good 
Samaritans of Michael Deebee’s story. 
You have walked the talk and followed 
Christ as disciples.

We enter a year of earthly uncertainties. 
Surely the Star of Bethlehem will continue 
to shine on us as we remain steadfast in our 
commitment to the poor here and in Kajo 
Keji by honoring our pledges and raising 
the last $250,000 needed to build all five 
primary schools. I ask God’s blessings on 
you all and remind you that we walk not 
alone but with Christ on this journey.
[Charlie Barebo, CEO of Otterbine Barebo, Inc., 
is chair of the New Hope Campaign of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.]

By ChaRLiE BaREBo

Romogi School, at the end of the rainbow

Michael Deebee: Like Simeon when he met the 
Messiah, I can now die joyfully, knowing my 
people have been delivered.

CMS engineer Gary Ion inspects the sand before 
the cement is made, insuring that New Hope 
buildings are well made.

Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow opens the 
Bishop’s House. This will be the first time since 
the creation of the Diocese of Kajo Keji that the 
Bishop has lived in the Diocese.

 In the background: The New Hope School in 
Romogi

Dedication of Dormitory #1

The peace came. The people from Bethlehem soon came. Their Bishop visited. The first 
classroom at the college was built. Now people from Bethlehem come and see us often. They 
have built these five buildings that are completed. They will help us build seven more. We 
have a young bishop with energy and a new view. Good things are happening. The people from 
Bethlehem have built a Bishop’s house for the faithful in Kajo Keji. Our Bishop lives in Kajo 
Keji for the first time ever. Hallelujah!

Photos by Charlie Barebo
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Good Shepherd Scranton helps homeless and poor
By LauRa LEGERE, sTaFF wRiTER, sCRanTon TiMEs-TRiBunE

At North Washington Avenue and 
Electric Street, amid the mansions in 
the heart of Green Ridge, the Episcopal 
Church of the Good Shepherd has been 
quietly feeding the homeless, the working 
poor and struggling senior citizens a 
monthly meal for the last five years.

Now, the regional Episcopal diocese 
has awarded the church a $200,000 
grant to help it expand that mission.

The church will receive $40,000 a year 
for the next five years from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem to upgrade its kitchen, create 
a food pantry, renovate its clothing 
exchange, install showers and restrooms 
and establish an emergency shelter in 
the church basement.

The grant is the first the parish has 
received since it began reaching out to the 
needy using time and funds donated by 
the community and the congregation. It is 
also a reflection of a new purpose at Good 
Shepherd, which struggled to survive 
after a priest and at least 30 members 
left the church four years ago because 
they disagreed with the denomination’s 
ordination of a gay bishop.

Now, through giving, the church is 
growing back.

“We were able to rededicate ourselves 
to the idea that our future is outside 
these doors,” said Warren Shotto, the lay 
leader of the church and a member of the 
homeless outreach program the parish 
calls Seasons of Love. “We stopped 
focusing on how we were going to pay 
the heat bill and focused on helping the 
poor.”

He was sitting with his wife, Pam, and 
Kathy Elgaway, both members of the 
homeless outreach project, in a small 

classroom on the second floor of the 
parish hall warmed only by two space 
heaters. In 2008, the church received 
about 12 new members and now counts 
150 total, between 40 and 70 of whom 
attend services weekly.

“The more we’ve focused on the 
community outside our parish, the more 
people are just walking through our 
doors,” Mrs. Shotto said.

In announcing the grant, Bethlehem 
Bishop Paul V. Marshall commended 
the parish for emphasizing its outreach 
mission instead of dwelling on survival. 
“In its rebirth,” he said, “this parish has 
become something of a miracle.”

The dinners at Good Shepherd started, 
and stayed, humble — Mr. Shotto browses 
grocery store circulars in order to buy 
dinner and a take-away meal for between 
70 and 90 people each month for $200 
— but they expanded to include much 
more than food. Nurses volunteer to 
check the diners for high blood pressure 
and signs of diabetes. Local beauticians — 
and sometimes other volunteers who are 
handy with scissors — offer the homeless 
free haircuts in the parish hall basement, 
which is complete with donated salon 
chairs and where the scent of shampoo 
lingers.

The homeless are given deodorant, 
toothpaste, socks and underwear. They 
also can browse the donated clothes that 
are stacked and hung in the cavernous 
undercroft of the church. The room 
will soon be organized with racks, cubes 
and shelves the church bought from the 
closed Steve & Barry’s store in the Mall 
at Steamtown.

“It’s going to look like a store when 

we’re finished,” Ms. Elgaway said.
“It’ll be clean and bright and neat,” 

Mrs. Shotto added. “I think it’s going to 
give it dignity.”

Over the next five years, the room will 
also be renovated to hold a food pantry 
and house a 15-bed emergency shelter for 
those displaced by floods or fires and, on 
the coldest nights, the homeless. Down 
the hall, both men and women will have 
restrooms, showers and locker rooms where 
they can attend to their daily hygiene— 
something the homeless can do at only a 
few local facilities.

Eventually, the church aims to provide 
the needy with clean clothes, food, 
warmth and a place to bathe between 
10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday.

For the volunteers who have formed 
those goals, the opportunity to help others 
has been an awakening. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shotto and Ms. Elgaway shared stories of 
the people they have helped — a man in 
his late 80s who lost his home when his 
unmarried partner died, a young woman 
who attended the Good Shepherd church 
as a girl, men and women the Shottos 
recognize from high school.

“They parallel your life, a lot of them,” 
Mr. Shotto said. “Only they had a fork 
in the road.”

He recognized that it is not only 
the people the parish has helped who 
have been altered by the experience of 
generosity.

“For everybody who’s been through 
these doors, including us, it’s been life-
changing.”
[Copyright 2009, The Times-Tribune, Scranton, 
PA. Reprinted with permission.]

The Diocese of Bethlehem has 
designated nearly $100,000 in grants 
to help with the launch of new social 
outreach programs by six congregations. 
These are the first of five years of grants 
for local social ministry projects that 
will be made from New Hope campaign 
funds. The balance of the $1.1 million 
designated for local needs will fund 
future projects.

Good Shepherd Scranton will 
receive $40,000 this year toward the 
establishment of a men’s shelter, an 
expansion of the parish’s Seasons of 
Love program that serves healthcare 
needs of the homeless and working poor. 
The multi-year plan ($200,000 over five 
years) is geared toward preparing for use 
of the undercroft of the church as an 
emergency shelter during winter nights 
and on those occasions when other needs 
displace families in the community.

St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre 
will receive $30,000 toward start-up 
costs for a day care center to serve low 
and middle-income families. This grant 
is also a multi-year project.

St. Andrew’s Allentown/Bethlehem 
will receive $13,000 to establish a food 
bank that will be open one full day a 
week.

St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre will 
receive $10,000 to expand the services 
of its Clothing Closet/Thrift Store.

From New Hope Campaign funds
Nearly $100,000 for the needy of Northeastern PA

St. Barnabas Kutztown will receive 
$3,600 to provide monthly meals to the 
homeless, those on the margins and to 
college students.

St. Anne’s Trexlertown will receive 
$2,500 to develop a program with 
women in prison to record them reading 
books that could then be listened to by 
their children.

The grants were made after reviewing 
applications submitted over the past few 
months. In the spring of 2009, parishes 
will be invited once again to submit 
proposals to seed new social ministry 
initiatives. The committee included 
senior deacons of the diocese, respecting 
the principle that this order of ministry 
is charged with interpreting the needs of 
the world to the Church.

The money comes from New Hope, “a 
unique capital campaign for somebody 
else,” according to Bethlehem Bishop 
Paul V. Marshall. The campaign for the 
people of Kajo Keji in Sudan (75%) 
and for the poor among us (25%) began 
in the fall of 2007 and will continue 
through 2012. Commitments of nearly 
$3.8 million from Episcopalians across 
the Diocese of Bethlehem have already 
surpassed the initial $3.6 million goal 
which has been stretched to $4.1 million 
to meet higher costs associated with 
work already begun in the Sudan. Kajo 
Keji is 7,000 miles away in southernmost 
Sudan on the northern Ugandan border, 

roughly one-third the geographical size 
of the 14 northeastern Pennsylvania 
counties of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
yet contains almost 400,000 members of 
the Episcopal Church in the Sudan.

New Hope for the needy of northeastern 
Pennsylvania will provide seed money 
for new initiatives to serve those in need 
through Episcopal congregations and to 
allow for the expansion of other social 
outreach projects. 

During a visit to Good Shepherd 
Scranton on Sunday (December 21), 
Bishop Marshall announced the grant 
designated for that congregation’s 
ministry. “Almost two years ago,” he 
said, “I had a conversation with your 
vestry about possibilities for substantial 
urban ministry at Good Shepherd. I had 
in the past been able to help you with 
small things like the chair lift and the 
sound system, but the conversation I 
had with your vestry that day required 
considerably more money than I have at 
my discretion.” 

He told parishioners that, during the 
summer of 2007, the “silent “ phase of the 
New Hope campaign, the cornerstone 
of his many talks to raise money for 
the northeastern Pennsylvania aspect 
of the New Hope campaign was their 
powerful vision for the creative use of 
their facilities. “I routinely began that 
section of my talk by saying that I have 
only once in 35 years shed tears at a 

By BiLL LEwELLis vestry meeting, and it was at a meeting 
of your vestry when I learned of your 
commitment to mission. In its rebirth, 
this parish has become something of 
a miracle. Miracles, of course, are not 
magic; they are events that strengthen 
faith. What you have chosen to be and 
do has touched me and many others very 
deeply. At every level in the diocese, 
people are cheering you on. You have 
taken seriously the truth that lay people 
are responsible for the life of their parish. 
You have chosen to be more focused on 
mission than survival.” 

The New Hope grants committee 
chose to make the announcement of 
the first of five years of grants close to 
Christmas to highlight the distinctive 
understanding that focuses Anglican 
theology: that Jesus Christ –– God in 
the flesh –– became one of us and that 
God continues to work in the world 
through the embodiment of our getting 
down with and bringing some justice 
and compassion to those who live on 
the edges. “We are building mangers” 
for God among us, Assistant Bishop 
Jack Croneberger said during the grants 
committee meeting. This understanding 
is often called Anglican incarnational 
theology. 

“At this time of the year we are 
particularly reminded that ours is a 
religion of the incarnation,” Bishop 

Good Shepherd volunteers, left to right, Char 
Jeffers, Warren Shotto, Dave Jeffers, Ethel 
Dougherty, Tom Dougherty, Kim Kandel, and 
Pam Shotto, in the large kitchen area where meals 
are cooked once a month for those in need. 
Photo by Butch Comegys

Pam Shotto folds piles of donated clothes that 
will be given to the needy inside the basement 
at The Church of the Good Shepherd in Green 
Ridge, Scranton. Photo by Butch Comegys

Continued on page A7
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By ThE REV. Canon annE E. kiTCh

in-Formation in Bethlehem            

Feasting in Lent

The EPF (Episcopal Peace Fellowship) is 
dedicated to discovering and practicing 
the biblical concept of peace.  The 
Fellowship endeavors to develop within 
the church a community of Christians 
pledged to peace, justice reconciliation and 
nonviolence.  We make a commitment to 
pray, connect, and act for peace, and to 
renounce, as far as possible, participation 
in war, militarism, and all other forms of 
violence and injustice.  We strive to live 
out our baptismal covenant by working 
for peace and justice and respecting the 
dignity of everyone.

An EPF chapter has been formed at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity.  We 
presently meet after the 10:30 service 
on the third Sunday of the month.  We 
would like to open our membership to 
others in the diocese, possibly changing 
our meeting time.  If you might be 
interested in joining our group, we would 
be interested in hearing from you.  Please 
contact Dolores Schiesser at dts@lehigh.
edu or phone her at 610-797-5898.

For three days last fall (November 
7-9), a group of Episcopalians from this 
Diocese came together at Kirkridge 
Retreat Center near Bangor to take up 
the challenging work of learning to make 
peace. With the help of two trained 
facilitators they moved beyond the 
faulty notions about peacemaking that 
commonly hold us back from embracing 
Jesus’ promise that peacemakers will get 
blest (Matthew 5:9). 

Over the weekend their experience 
with a program called “Creating a 
Culture of Peace” bore out Jesus’ realistic 
admonition: that to take on this task they 
must be not just “innocent as doves,” but 
also “cunning as serpents” (Matthew 10: 
16). They must, that is, strategize.

After a series of discussions, role-taking 
exercises, and practice in responding to 
simulated verbal violence, participants 
came to see that better methods for 
peacemaking than a sincere intention to 
“be nice” have been devised. Drawing on 
their own life-experiences, they studied 
(among other things) the connection 
between distinct violent acts and the 
huge violence-system that commonly 
surrounds us. They considered whether 
refusing to use force really does mean 

being weak and cowardly, or whether the 
nonviolent resistance of (for example) 
Rosa Parks did indeed call for courage and 
strategy and ultimately brought change. 

They pondered the sequence of 
apparent failures and small, incremental 
successes through which long-term 
nonviolent campaigns pass. In simulation 
exercises they practiced preserving respect 
for the adversary as a child of God. They 
discovered that the necessary combination 
of innocence and divine (reptilian?) 
cunning that Jesus recommended can, 
despite our doubts and fears, be attained.

At the end, each of three groups of 
participants developed a plan of action 
for confronting a specific situation 
requiring change. 

One project is to create an umbrella 
organization for groups in various parts 
of Pennsylvania now working to re-
establish rail commuter service that 
should make potential job opportunities 
more accessible for the jobless. 

Another, make widely accessible a 
video that teaches parents the child-
rearing practices required for young 
children’s brains to grow the needed 
structures for understanding moral 
responsibility. 

A third will promote in the Diocese the 
opportunities for peacemaking presented 
by the Episcopal Peace Fellowship.

“[I now see that] Jesus was a role 
model for active nonviolence,” wrote a 
participant in evaluating the program. 
Another wrote: “[This training program] 
equips one further for imitating the way 
of Christ.”

Funded by the Diocese, the event 
was sponsored by the Diocesan Peace 
Commission. Facilitators were Janet 
Chisholm (who designed the program), 
Kirkridge’s Coordinator for Peace and 
Justice programs, a vestry member 
at Christ Church, Stroudsburg, and 
Addison Bross, a member of Grace 
Church, Allentown, founder of Lehigh 
University’s peace studies program. 

The 13 participants were from Grace 
Church, Allentown; Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem; Christ Church, 
Stroudsburg; St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl; St. 
Mary’s, Wind Gap: St. Mary’s, Reading; and 
Trinity, Mount Pocono. Barbara Gessner 
of Trinity, Mount Pocono, has since taken 
the required training to become a CCP 
facilitator, bringing to five the number 
of facilitators now available within our 
Diocese (Barbara, Janet, the two Brosses, 
and Fran Hlavacek), all prepared to offer 
the training.

To arrange Creating a Culture of Peace 
Training, contact a Peace Commission 
member: 

Janet Chisholm, Christ Church, Stroudsburg, 
845-641-3648, jgchisholm@aol.com

Mary Louise&Addison Bross Grace, Allentown, 
610-758-3331, acb2@Lehigh.edu

Tom Lloyd, Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, 610-861-0189 

Fran Hlavacek, Good Shepherd/St. John, 
Milford, 570-296-5264, kneadit@ptd.net

The Rev. Donald Knapp (retired), St. Anne’s, 
Trexlertown, 610-530-8330, dvknapp@ptd.net

The Rev. Scott Allen, St. Andrew’s, Allentown. 
610-865-3603, gamba.guy@verizon.net

In secular as well as sacred halls, a 
common refrain as Ash Wednesday 
approaches will be, “What are you giving 
up for Lent?” Giving up something for Lent 
has been a common practice for centuries. 

In our own Episcopal tradition, during 
the Ash Wednesday liturgy we are invited 
to observe a holy Lent by “self-examination 
and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and 
self-denial; and by reading and meditating 
on God’s holy Word.” (BCP p. 265). 

So there it is. We are meant to fast. We 
are meant to give up some pleasurable 
food. Like chocolate. But is that all? If 
you look at the list, fasting is only a part 
of the observance of holy Lent. And 
if you examine the entire passage, it is 
really about more than giving something 
up, even if it’s chocolate. 

It’s about preparation. It is about 
taking the time to reflect on our lives, 

see what might be amiss and what it 
might take to become a better person. It 
is about making room in our lives to live 
more deeply into the great mystery that 
is the core of our belief: the death and 
resurrection of Christ. 

The forty days of Lent help us prepare 
for Easter. We fast before we feast. And 
there are so many more enlightening 
ways we can engage in this season of 
preparation than simply skipping dessert.

What would it look like to think of a 
Lenten discipline more like a new year’s 
resolution? If you didn’t make one, here’s 
your chance! 

Self-examination could lead you to 
strive to change a bad habit. Repentance 
might lead you to reach out to a friend or 
family member with whom you have been 
estranged. You might choose to nurture 
your spiritual life through prayer by adding 
grace to your meals or taking quiet time for 
reflection before you sleep at night. 

Fasting might help you notice all 
the extra food in your life and in your 
cupboards that you don’t really need…
and you could donate the surplus to a 
food bank. Self-denial could help you 
focus more on others and perhaps find 
that you have time and energy to share 
some of your gifts with your community 
by volunteering. And think of all the 
great books you could choose from that 
would lead you to meditate on God’s 
holy Word (and if you can’t think of 
any, I have provided a list)! So… I’m 

thinking observing a holy Lent could be 
a veritable feast of spiritual practices!

Don’t simply give up chocolate this 
Lent. Instead, indulge in a Quiet Day. 
Read a good book of meditations. 
Volunteer at the local library, soup 
kitchen or school. Break an annoying 
habit. Invest in a good habit. Reach out 

CCP Training energized clergy and laity

to a friend in need. Worship more often. 
Welcome a stranger. Give your soul 
a thorough spiritual spring-cleaning. 
Experience suggests that you will not 
find yourself bereft, but rather spiritually 
toned and ready for Easter. This Lent, try 
spiritual feasting as a way to fast.

Lenten Books to Read with Children
Bible Stories for the 40 Days by Melissa 

Musick Nussbaum. A story for each day 
of Lent. Reading these stories aloud, 
perhaps at bedtime, makes a wonderful 
spiritual practice for a parent and child 
during Lent.

Children’s Everyday Bible retold by 
Deborah Chancelor. A one-page bible 
story for everyday of the year that will 
engage children “on an exciting, day-by-
day adventure through the Bible, from 
beginning to end.”

Joseph and Exodus by Brian Wildsmith. 
Gorgeously illustrated stories of God’s 
great saving acts and the history of the 
people of Israel.

Family Devotions
Forty Days and Forty Nights: A Lenten 

Ark Moving Toward Easter, art by Judy 
Jarrett, book by Peter Mazar. This colorful 
3D ark has windows and doors to open 
for each day of Lent. An accompanying 
booklet connects the animals on the ark 
to Lenten values and provides guidance 
for daily prayer.

Faith Talk Cards, order from the 
Youthandfamilyinstitute.org. This set 
of sharing cards will engage families in 

telling stories about their experience of 
God’s faithfulness. Choose the regular 
set or special children’s edition.  

What We Do in Lent: A Child’s Activity 
Book by Anne E. Kitch. Great for use 
in church school or at home, has a 
scripture passage and activity for each 
day in Lent.

Lenten Books for Adults
A Season for the Spirit: Readings for 

the Days of Lent by Martin L. Smith. 
Daily theological reflections, prayers 
and meditations  from this well-known 
Episcopal priest, preacher and retreat-
leader.

Alleluia is the Song of the Desert: 
An Exercise for Lent and Other Sacred 
Times by Lawrence D. Hart. For use 
by individuals or small groups, these 
meditations focus on emptying the heart 
so that it can be filled with God’s love.

A Time to Turn: Anglican Readings for 
Lent and Easter Week by Christopher L. 
Webber. A collection of excerpts from 
the best sermons, books, poems, and 
hymns of Anglican writers throughout 
the centuries, with a reading for each 
day, followed by a brief suggestion for 
focusing the reader’s meditations.

The Peace Commission can also 
suggest readings for individuals or 
study-groups and give brief interactive 
workshops or presentations on peace, 
nonviolence and conflict-resolution at 
adult forums or in other venues.

[Professor of English at Lehigh University and 
founder of its peace studies program, Addison 
Bross is a member of Grace Allentown.]
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Feb. 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Grace Kingston 
Feb. 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to    
St. Mark’s Moscow
Feb. 2: Ordinations to Diaconate: 
Timothy Albright, Rebecca Cancelliere, 
Douglas Moyer, Christina Nord, and 
Wayne Sherrer at the Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 3: Clergy Bible Study I,    
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Feb. 3: Archdeacon’s visit to               
St. Martin’s Mountain Top, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 4: Clergy Bible Study II, St. 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 5: Standing Committee, 
Diocesan House, 12:30 p.m.
Feb. 8: Visitation of Bishop Jack to    
St. Martin’s Mountain Top
Feb. 8: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity West Pittston
Feb. 10: Clergy Bible Study III,          
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 15: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 18: Clergy Bible Study VI,      
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 18: Clergy Bible Study VII,        
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m. 
Feb. 18: Archdeacon’s visit to      
Trinity Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 22: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Bethlehem
Feb. 22: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 25: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 26: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
March 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. James Schuylkill Haven

March 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mary’s Reading
March 3: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
March 3: Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 
Pottsville, 6:00 p.m.
March 4: Clergy Bible Study II,          
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
March 5: Standing Committee, 
Diocesan House, 12:30 p.m.
March 6-8: Lenten Retreat for 
Women, Bethlehem.
March 8: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Trinity Pottsville
March 8: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Andrew’s Allentown/Bethlehem
March 10: Clergy Bible Study III,       
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
March 11: Clergy Bible Study VI,   
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
March 11: Clergy Bible Study VII,      
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
March 12: Clergy Day –– Episcopal 
Appalachian Ministries
March 13: Incorporated Trustees 
meeting, 10:00, Cathedral Bethlehem
March 22: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
North Parish
March 26: Ian T. Douglas of EDS will 
give the Campbell Lectures, hosted by 
Lehigh County Conference of Churches, 
at Moravian Theological Seminary, 4:00 
to 9:00 p.m., including dinner. 
March 28: Diocesan Training for Ministry 
Day, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. (See page A3) 
March 29: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Epiphany Clarks Summit
March 31: Archdeacon’s visit to        
St. Peter’s Tunkhannock, 6:00 p.m.

April 2: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
April 5: Palm Sunday
April 5: Visitation of Bishop Jack to   
All Saints Lehighton
April 7: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study II,             
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
April 11: Easter Vigil, Bishop Paul at 
St. Gabriel’s Douglassville
April 11: Easter Vigil, Bishop Jack at 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
April 12: Easter Day, Bishop Paul at 
Cathedral Bethlehem
April 14: Clergy Bible Study III,         
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
April 24-26: Christophany Goes Green, 
grades 6-12. (See page A3)
April 25: Diocesan Evangelism/
Stewardship Conference, Cathedral. 
Led by Terry Parsons.
April 26: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
All Saints Lehighton
May 12: Clergy Day
May 19: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Cathedral Bethlehem
May 27: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Epiphany Clarks Summit
June 2: Pre General Convention 
meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
July 8-17: General Convention of   
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission 
Trip, grades 9-12, to help the Diocese 
of Louisiana rebuild lives and homes 
destroyed by hurricanes Katrina and 
Gustav. (See page A3.)
Nov. 9-12: Presiding Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori’s visit to the Diocese of 

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Feb. 1: St. Thomas Church, 
Morgantown, The Rev. Eleanor E. Hart, 
rector, www.stthomasmorgantown.org

Feb. 8: Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, The Very Rev. 
Anthony Pompa, dean and rector, The 
Rev. Canon Joel Atkinson, canon missioner, 
The Rev. Canon Joseph Leo, canon 
associate, www.nativitycathedral.org  

Feb. 15: St. Stephen’s Church, 
Whitehall, The Rev. Frank St. Amour, 
rector. wwwststephenepiscopal.org

Feb. 22: Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit, The Rev Craig Sweeney, rector, 
www.epiphanyglenburn.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Feb. 1: The clergy and people of The 
Diocese of Manicaland in the Church 
of Central Africa

Feb. 8: The clergy and people of The 
Diocese of Maseno in the Church of 
Kenya

Feb. 15: The clergy and people of The 
Diocese of Matlosane in the Church 
of South Africa

Feb. 22: The clergy and people of the The 
Diocese Melbourne in the Church of 
Victoria in Australia

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Feb. 1: Lu’bule Parish,     
The Rev. Clement Duku

Feb. 8: Lukura Parish,                   
The Rev. David Duku

Feb. 15: Mangaloti Parish,                    
The Rev. Yusto Wani

Feb. 22: Mangalotori Parish,                      
The Rev. Sisilia Kiden Losu

Pray for our Diocesan Mission: 
Holy God, your Son called us to wrap 
the whole world in your saving embrace. 
By your Holy Spirit, give us compassion, 
purpose and energy to invite into your 
church those who do not yet know the 
transforming power of your love. We 
ask this through Him who has brought 
us from darkness to light, your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Pray for our New Hope Campaign 
for a New Sudan and the Needy in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Pray for the reception of the ministry 
of all ordained persons throughout 
the Anglican Communion.

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our 
hearts and throughout the world.

Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of natural disasters, and those 
dedicated to their relief.

PRay FoR            PLan ahEaD            

Marshall said. “God did not send a 
message; God become one of us. Jesus 
was present to men and women, rich 
and poor, Jew and Gentile, offering life 
in God’s realm. Each of these New 
Hope grants allows Christ’s people 
another opportunity to touch the lives 
of people who would otherwise fall 
through the cracks of life, and to do so in 
his holy name. 

“Churches that have hands-on 
ministries with which parishioners 
identify grow without exception. It 
is accordingly a double joy to see the 
creativity in mission throughout the 
diocese, as reflected in these grants. I am 

particularly impressed that the bulk of 
New Hope money is being spent in the 
northern half of the diocese, the region 
suffering the most economic and social 
distress. It is a joy to me that parishes 
in that area of our diocesan community 
have chosen to be bold in their mission.” 

New Hope for Sudan is a response to 
the request of the Diocese of Kajo Keji 
for assistance in building the educational 
and organizational centers that will 
allow them to provide for their own 
future. Also, through revolving “micro-
finance” funds, enterprising individuals, 
largely women, will be able to make a 
new start in a war-torn country. 

Since 2000, some 13 representatives 

Nearly $100,000 for the needy of northeastern PA
Continued from Page A5 of the Diocese of Bethlehem, including 

Bishop Marshall and Mrs. Diana 
Marshall, have visited with sisters and 
bothers in southern Sudan. Some have 
made the journey several times.

In January 2008, when three people 
from the Diocese of Bethlehem made 
the journey to southern Sudan, Bishop 
Marshall told Bishop Anthony Poggo 
of the Diocese of Kajo Keji that “their 
main purpose takes its cue from our Lord’s 
Incarnation: their goal is to be with as 
many people as possible to let them 
know that their sisters and brothers in 
Bethlehem know about them, care about 
them, and want to know their story.”

todaySpin
What’s the spin? Have you checked the almost daily todaySpin on the newSpin blog? 
(1) News and information for and about Episcopalians in the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
(2) News and information that may be of interest to Episcopalians in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. Local. National. Worldwide. Visit www.diobeth.typepad.com. If you 
have news for todaySpin, send it to Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org.
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First came the flood from the leaking 
roof. While the leadership engaged the 
insurance company to assess the damage 
to the floor and walls, a contractor came 
for the placing of his brother-in-law’s 
ashes in the columbarium. He noticed 
the damaged floor and offered to install 
terrazzo for the cost of labor. He would 
donate the materials. 

Then someone on the west coast 
visiting Grace Allentown’s website saw 
the architect’s plans for renovating the 
church. Those plans were drawn up last 
year and were just a dream. She offered 
Grace a $10,000 grant to replace the 
pews with the church chairs the architect 
suggested, but only if Grace could match 
it. The church is working confidently to 
meet her challenge. 

Then a newcomer contacted a 
former business associate and arranged to 
have all the paint donated. He was not 
asked to do it. He just told the church 
they would have free paint.

“Within just a few months, Grace 
rector Father Patrick Malloy said, “we 
went from thinking that we could never 
afford to rehab our church (even though 
it was getting shabbier by the day) to 
being mid-project, and planning to move 
into a renewed space on Christmas Eve.

Something remarkable took place 
during Advent. The pews were removed, 
to be replaced by Lent with high-quality, 
gothic-style chairs now being crafted. 
The entire sanctuary/nave now has a 
beautiful terrazzo floor.

To prepare the floor for the pouring 
of terrazzo, a significant number of 
parishioners and the rector gave many 
hours and days to rip up the old floor 
and screw down plywood (one screw for 
every eight inches). 

The walls were painted. The sides 
of hanging lights were painted black to 
produce softer lighting of the nave. The 
windows were cleaned. 

Father Malloy has posted a photo 
journal of the renovation at www.
graceallentown.com/grace_update/Photos.
html.

“The amount of work and 
imagination that has been poured 
into our shared building and, thus, our 

common life, has been amazing,” Malloy 
wrote to parishioners ... The crew has 
been large, tireless, and from every 
conceivable category: women, men, 
young, not-so-young, new to Grace, 
baptized at Grace ... The people who did 
the work (and it was hard, dirty work) 

With parishioners doing most of the work...

Grace Allentown nave gets major makeover
have begun to dream aloud about what 
we will be able to do with our renewed 
space: spread out a canvas labyrinth for 
prayer and retreat, give the homeless a 
place to sit during the day and even a 
place to unroll sleeping bags at night; a 
space for concerts; a room for elder care. 

It is so like Grace Church to instinctively 
link renovating our liturgical space to 
increasing our outreach. For we know 
that liturgy and life are one ...  The 
Church exists for the world beyond the 
Church, and Grace Church knows that. 
Even as we renew our building, we are 
asking how we can renew the world.”

During Advent, Grace Allentown removed pews, installed a terrazzo floor, painted the walls, painted the hanging lights black to produce softer lighting, 
and cleaned the windows. The borrowed chairs shown here will be replaced by Lent with wooden chairs now being crafted. A significant number of 
parishioners and the rector gave many hours and days to do most of the work.    [Photo by Patrick Malloy]

By ChaRLEs CEsaRETTi
Northern Tier Parishes host Coats for Community

This past fall the Episcopal 
Congregations of Susquehanna County 
hosted the Coats for Community Project 
in collaboration with the Montrose 
American Legion Post 154. Coats have 
been distributed at Christ Church 
Susquehanna, Christ Church Forest 
City, and, St. Paul’s Montrose.

“The outreach ministry of our 
Northern Tier Parishes has been 
amazing,” reports John Finlon, junior 
warden at St. Paul’s Montrose, who acted 
as project coordinator. “Throughout the 
fall, our parishes distributed hundreds of 
coats to those in need. Christ Church 
Forest City distributed 186 coats and 
Christ Church Susquehanna over 100.”

On December 17-19, the Coats for 
Community Project was hosted at St. 
Paul’s. Parishioners staffed a three-day 
distribution in the Parish House. Held in 

conjunction with the town’s Christmas 
Bureau and the Toys-for-Tots, the 
distribution was a great success. Over the 
three-day period 323 coats, 67 hats, seven 
scarves, five blankets, and three coveralls 
were presented to individuals and families 
from across Susquehanna County.

“The greatest need is for children’s 
coats and winter clothing,” Finlon 
said. “Our inventory of these items is 
very low and we are just beginning the 
winter season.” Clean children’s coats 
and winter items may be brought to 
either the American Legion Post or to 
St. Paul’s.

“St. Paul’s is currently working 
with the Episcopal Church Women in 
the Northern Tier and the PTOs in the 
Susquehanna County Schools to launch 
a major collection of children’s coats 
and winter wear,” says Rachel Warriner 
Bartron, senior warden of St. Paul’s.

(Left to right) Sherri Warriner, Jennie Bowen, and Carol Arnold of St. Paul’s Montrose were part of the 
three-day distribution of Coats for Community at the church.

a8     diocesanlife                February 2009

 www.diobeth.org              Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard                    www.diobeth.org 


