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There will be no giant lemons, 
massive video screens or heart- 
shaped stages. 

Just an open art gallery, some 
chairs and a new twist on church, 
where the music of Irish rock band 
U2 — and not its elaborate live 
concert trappings — takes center 
stage. 

Test Pattern in downtown 
Scranton will host a “U2charist” on 
Oct. 28 at 8 p.m. at the gallery, 334 
Adams Ave. 

A growing trend among some 
Protestant denominations, a 
U2charist blends contemporary 
music and culture with Christian 
worship. Incorporating traditional 
liturgical elements primarily from 
the Episcopal church, the service 
will be marked by songs by the 
acclaimed band in place of 
traditional hymns. 

Coordinating the event is Peacemeal, 
a group of about 15 area residents 
who identify themselves with the 
“emerging church,” a grass-roots 
network of progressive evangelicals 
who are advocating for new modes 
of worship and daily living as 
Christians. 

Making connections 
“We’re trying to link something 

of what we see as the church’s best 
tradition of liturgy and worship to 

In downtown Scranton, October 28, at 8:00 pm 
something that really connects to 
people today that is very contempo- 
rary,” said Scott Bader-Saye, Ph.D., 
a professor of theology at the 
University of Scranton and member 
of Peacemeal. “We want to affirm 
and link with that as part of our 
Christian expression of spirituality, 
to be able to say, that can be a part 
of church, too.” 

The trend and phrase originated 
in Maine, where the Rev. Dr. Paige 
Blair, an Episcopal priest, and others 
decided to meld the traditional 
liturgical aspects of an Episcopal 
service — Gospel readings, 
prayers, the Eucharist — with the 
music of U2, using the Irish rock 
band in place of traditional hymns. 

The music of the Dublin band 
has always been deeply infused 
with themes of spirituality, faith 
and social justice. The Rev. Blair 
and her church in York Harbor held 
the first U2charist in July 2005. 

The services also typically touch 
on causes and campaigns that have 
been championed by the group’s 
lead singer, Bono — namely AIDS 
programs and the eradication of 
extreme poverty. Any offerings 
received Saturday will be funneled 
to agencies that combat those issues. 

Often referred to as a “conversa- 
tion” rather than a cohesive movement, 
the emerging church has its roots in 
widespread dissatisfaction among 
young evangelicals, turned off in 
the 1990s by the proliferation of 
spiritually formulaic mega-churches 

and “an increasing captivity of the 
Christian right to the political 
right,” said Dr. Bader-Saye. 

Looking for a new way 
Fed up, many young evangelicals 

sought a more sacramental and 
mystical church that managed to be 
contemporary and reflective of a 
rapidly changing society. 

“Just as Jesus was God in the 
flesh, taking on human form in a 
particular time and place, why 
shouldn’t the church do that, too — 
taking a particular form that 
reflects our time and place,” said 
Dr. Bader-Saye. 

An outgrowth of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem, the Peacemeal 
community meets weekly at Dr. 
Bader-Saye’s Clarks Summit home, 
where the group worships and 
receives the Eucharist from his 
wife, who is an Episcopal priest. 

“The bishop encouraged us to 
experiment with something that 
would be a new expression of 
church that might reach people who 
have spiritual interests, spiritual 
yearnings, who desire to connect 
with God but for whatever reason 
don’t find any way to do that in a 
traditional church,” said Dr. Bader- 
Saye. “The goal with a group like 
this is not to draw people out of 
traditional churches, but to provide 
a place where people might come 
who aren’t going to church.” 
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