
At St. Paul’s Montrose 

Three Tiffany windows to be restored 
 

[February 2008] Three Tiffany windows that have graced the apse of Historic St. Paul’s 

Church in Montrose for many decades have been removed for cleaning and restoration. 

The windows have been sent to the studios of Femenella & Associates, stained glass 

conservators, in Branchburg, NJ. The project will take eight months. St. Paul’s has 

initiated a multi-phase project to clean and restore all of the stained glass windows in the 

nave of the Church.  

 

The cornerstone of the present church building was laid on June 17, 1856, completed 

and consecrated on July 17, 1857. The foremost American ecclesiastical architect of the 

mid-19
th

 century, Richard Upjohn (1802-1878), designed the building. Originally from 

England, Upjohn was responsible for launching the popularity of the Gothic Revival style 

in the US; his most famous and influential commission was the rebuilding of Trinity 

Church in NYC (1846). He was a founding member of the American Institute of 

Architects, and its first president (1857-1876). 

 

Upjohn designed St. Paul’s brick building in what is sometimes called the “country 

Gothic” style, with a tower and spire in the northeastern corner. It has a simple nave, 

without aisles, containing two ranges of open pews seating about 300 people. The 

woodwork is of solid oak, fashioned by William Boyd of Montrose, a local builder. Boyd 

was one of the contractors for the Susquehanna County Court House in Montrose. 

Suspended from low buttresses in the exposed ceiling woodwork are single globe 

chandeliers.  

 

The Tiffany Windows were a later addition to the building. The windows were crafted 

in the studios of Louis Comfort Tiffany (1848-1933), an American artist and designer 

who is best known for his work in stained glass, and is the American artist most 

associated with the Art Nouveau and Aesthetic movements. He became interested in 

glassmaking about 1875, and worked at several glasshouses in Brookly, NY, forming the 

Louis Comfort Tiffany and Associated American Artists in 1987. The first Tiffany Glass 

Company was incorporated on December 1, 1885, which in 1900 became known as the 

Tiffany Studios. 

 

Tiffany used opalescent glass in a variety of colors and textures to create a unique style 

of stained glass. This can be contrasted with the method of painting in glass paint or 

enamels on colorless glass that had been the dominent method of creating stained glass 

for several hundred years in Europe. The oldest window at St. Paul’s, which is pictured 

here, is proported to be by Frederic Wilson, one of Tiffany’s best designers, created in the 

1880’s. It is fabricted from a prich palette of opalescent, drapers and rolled glasses, 

primarily held in a copper-foil matrix. The other two Tiffany Windows are from later, 

different periods in the styles of the Studio. 

 

“We are honored to possess three widows representing different periods of the Tiffany 

Studios,” opines Rachel Warrier Bartron, the parish’s Senior Warden. “And, we are so 



pleased that faithful parishoners of St. Paul’s, as well as members of the Montrose 

community, have formed the Friends of Historic St. Paul’s to help raise the funds 

necessary to clean and restore the windows and take the lead in the renovation of our 

historic building.” 

 

While the windows are being cleaned and restored, photos of the windows have been 

taken and transferred to plexiglas, and have been installed to replace the originals for the 

interim. 

 

 

 



 



The oldest (1880) of three Tiffany Window’s at St. Paul’s, which has been removed and sent for 

cleaning and restoration. 

 



 



(L-R) The Rev. Charles Cesaretti, Priest in Charge of St. Paul’s, with Katherine Warriner and 

Eleanor McKeage, members of the Friends of Historic St. Paul’s, say “bon voyage” to one of the 

three Tiffany Window’s set for cleaning and restoration. 

 

 


