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September 2006 
Dear Friends 

I would like to thank you all for your prayers, very kind gestures and words in response to the 
trauma my daughter went through n mid July from being violently attacked and robbed in 
Philadelphia by three armed men. Christine’s roommate and her roommate’s boyfriend wee also 
attacked at the same time.  
 

All three male perpetrators, two from Delaware and one from Maryland, were apprehended 
and are now in jail. The trial will begin in October, but one man already made a full confession.  
 

Christine has moved in with her parents and brother for the time being. We are now living in 
western Montgomery County where she feels safer and where we can all have a reasonable 
commute to our various jobs and schools and provide healing as a family. 
 

Grasping for words from Jesus which would help me with this ordeal, I focused on a strong 
statement by Jesus recorded in all three synoptic gospels, “If any of you put a stumbling block 
before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great mill stone 
were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world 
because of stumbling blocks! Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but woe to the one by 
whom the stumbling block comes!” (Matthew 18:6-7) 
 

These words from Jesus comfort me because I hear him saying that people who try to cause 
any of God’s children to lose their sense of being deeply loved and protected by God, either 
directly or indirectly by their words and actions, are setting themselves up for woe.  

  
Those of you who have heard me preach and teach know I speak often about God’s 

unconditional love for all of humanity through Christ Jesus. Please be assured that I have not 
changed my position here in spite of circumstances that have stretched my faith almost to its 
limit.  
 

My theological understanding is that any of God’s children who go out of their way to hurt and 
put stumbling blocks before other children of God are going to face the full realization of what 
they have done on their way to heaven.  
 

Christ’s unconditional love for us will eventually force us to feel the pain we have caused 
others to feel by our actions and words. Then logically and reasonably our season of pain will be 
amplified greatly by our remorse. Only by this experience can we learn to love others as Christ 
loves us, which will result in the pain finally going away. 
 



As for the victims, the Bible shows us over and over again that nothing can ever separate us 
from God’s love in Christ, even though there may be times we do not feel that reality. Healing 
takes a goodly amount of time once a victim is safely protected from further trauma. All of us 
have a duty to find ways to protect all of God’s beloved children from being victimized, because 
Jesus clearly stated that is what God wants us to do. 
 
Agape, 
John R. Francis, Rector 
Christ Church, Reading 

 
 


