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Whereas there are often times when we realize “you can indeed go home again”, it is with grateful heart that we 
welcome The Rt. Rev. John Croneberger (Bishop Jack to many) back to his home diocese, where, although he will 
receive minimum financial compensation, we hope there will be maximum interaction and appreciation from those 
he serves in collaboration with Bishop Paul.  Welcome home! 
 
And whereas we are talking about coming home, we also welcome back the Dean-Elect of this vital Cathedral – 
the Very Rev. Tony Pompa - who not only began his church life in Jim Thorpe, but served in this very place for 
four years as a new priest.  Welcome home to you, too! 
 
Whereas, after much prayer and study, the leadership of the House of Bread covenanted to prepare, publicize and 
facilitate the New Hope Campaign – a five-year mission to allow all diocesan family members to participate in 
God’s mandate “to serve the least and the lost”, and to enable new vitality in our own parishes; and whereas those 
involved in laying extensive groundwork, spent countless hours and energy, we offer particular thanks to Charlie 
Barebo (of African shirt fame), who, having had a life-changing experience in Kajo-Keji, whole-heartedly 
committed himself to encouraging all of us to enhance our own spiritual lives by supporting this ambitious 
undertaking.  And whereas 60% of our goal has already been pledged, we await with confidence and gratitude, the 
announcement that once again, godly generosity has touched croutons’ hearts and made “New Hope” a new 
reality. 
 
Whereas Kajo-Keji’s Bishop Anthony, “a man for this season”, priest, Bishop and high-tech guru has blessed us 
with his presence here this weekend, may we applaud his vision for diocese, church and Africa, make him 
welcome in every corner of this diocese, and pledge to continue our prayers and financial support for our mutual 
ministry in the years to come.  May the Lord above be praised! 
 
Whereas this diocese has been blessed with caring and faithful young people and their leaders, may we especially 
applaud the work of sixteen youth and seven leaders in their “Renew Orleans” work project this past July.  We 
acknowledge with great pride their unselfish and untiring efforts on behalf of their brothers and sisters in 
Louisiana, and want them to know how much we appreciate the example they have set for all of us here in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, and how grateful we are for their shining examples of Christian love and caring. They want 
to continue this work…let’s make sure they can! 
 
Whereas this Cathedral – our diocesan home away from home – has for yet another year provided generous 
hospitality in a multitude of forms for this annual family gathering – be it resolved that this Convention expresses 
its deep gratitude and appreciation to the Dean-elect, the staff, choir, and the many members of the Cathedral 
involved in the facilitation of our activities, and in general, for their “care of the diocesan flock” during these 
important days.  (And special thanks to the Cathedral Jazz Band for their joy-filled entertainment at last night’s 
banquet!) 
 
Whereas, we are often reminded of our call to “do unto others”, and to listen to voices seldom heard, we thank the 
ECW for once again initiating, and our congregations for so generously supporting, this year’s health and hygiene 
program for those in our home communities and around the diocese.  Healthier and more comfortable is good! 
 
Whereas many diocesan committees and commissions and outside ministries work diligently to provide us with 
new ideas, materials and other resources to help us enhance our parish life and programs through their Exhibit Hall 
offerings, let us commend their work and thank them for their efforts on our behalf. 
 
And finally, whereas our National Church support is strongly undergirded by our diocesan family contributions to 
both Episcopal Relief and Development and United Thank Offering, we commend Jack Moulton for his continuing 



advocacy for ERD, and thank Kathy Bailey for her efforts in her first year as our Diocesan UTO coordinator.  May 
God bless these and all “extra mile” efforts made in His name. 
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