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The Diocese of Bethlehem 
Nominating Committee Report to the 135th Diocesan Convention 

October 13-14, 2006 
( ) Arabic number in parentheses indicates full terms served 

 
Officers 

 
 
The Secretary 
 The Reverend Canon George Loeffler (7), Chaplain to the Bishop, and Deacon in the Diocese 
  since 1967.  His present assignment affords an unparalleled overview of the 
  Diocese and broad acquaintance with individual parishes.  Organizing and 
  sharing this experience is a vocation to him.  Currently is a member of the 
  Congregational Development Committee. 
The Treasurer 
 W. Richard Guyer (13), Nativity, Bethlehem 
  Education: BS in Chemical Engineering, Lehigh University, 1967; MBA, Lehigh 
  Parish: Cathedral Church of the Nativity since 1969.  Treasurer, 1983-1989; Vestry 
  1988-1994; Senior Warden 1991-1994; Incorporated Trustees, 1989-1994; Delegate to 
  Diocesan Convention 1986, 1990-1993.  Other: Lehigh University Home Club Board. 
 
Assistant Treasurer 

Bruce Reiner (1), Trinity, Bethlehem 
  He is primarily responsible for the management of the finances of the Diocese 
  in accordance with the financial policies established by the Bishop, Treasurer, 
  Diocesan Convention, and the Incorporated Trustees. 
 
The Chancellor 

Ty Welles, Esq. (6), St. Peter’s, Tunkhannock 
  A graduate of Yale University and Harvard Law School.  Was a member of the 
  Judge Advocate General Corps (legal branch) in the United States Army for four years. 
  Since 1972, has been a partner in the law firm of Welles and McGrath in 
  Scranton, a general practice firm, with an emphasis on real estate, business, 
  banking, and estate matters.  With respect to the church, Ty is an active member 
  of  St. Peter’s, Tunkhannock.  At the Diocesan level, formerly served on the 
  Renewal and Evangelism Committee and is currently the chair of the 
  Congregational Development and the Constitution and Canons Committees. 
 
The Registrar 
 Linda J. Shifter (17), Administrative Assistant to the Bishop and Archdeacon.  She is 
 a member of the Bishop’s office.  As Registrar, she is responsible for the registration of all 
 ordained clergy with the National Church, as well as administering the licensing of lay ministries. 
 



THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY – CLERGY 
(Two to be elected for a three-year term) 

(*indicates an incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
The Reverend Daniel C. Gunn, Rector, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral Church, Wilkes-Barre 
 Vita:  Prior to being called as the Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, I served for four years as 

Curate of Christ Church, Bronxville, New York, where among other responsibilities, I worked with 
children and adult formation, youth, outreach, liturgy and music, and participated in the discernment 
committee for candidates desiring Holy Orders.  I was a chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, for two years where I completed a two-year Clinical Pastoral Education residency 
accumulating seven units.  I have taught Old Testament, philosophy, ethics, and religion at the post-
secondary level and earned the Master of Divinity degree, the Master of Arts degree in philosophy, and the 
Master of Sacred Theology degree.  I have completed coursework toward the Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in religion and expect to finish the program within the next five years.  I value ecumenical and inter-
religious dialogue, having served on the Episcopal Diocese of New York’s Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commission and as Chair of the Annual Holocaust Memorial Steering Committee.  In 2005, I was chosen 
as an emerging American policy leader and awarded a Freeman Fellowship to travel to Southeast Asia to 
study the intersection of religion and society.  I am married to Ada. 

 
 Having completed a two-year CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) residency, I feel I have something to offer 

those in the discernment process.  I want to help shape the future ministerial ranks of the Episcopal Church 
by offering my experience and education to the Diocese and candidates.  And, finally, I have always had 
an interest in pastoral training and leadership and have worked with interns from The General Theological 
Seminary. 

 
 
 
The Reverend Elizabeth S. Haynes, Rector, Christ Church, Stroudsburg 
 Vita:  In my professional career, I have been a pre-school owner and manager, a retreat leader, and 

Spiritual Director.  After ordination, I served as Interim at Trinity Church, Easton, and Grace Church, 
Allentown.  I am presently serving as Rector at Christ Church, Stroudsburg; Associate Chaplain at Pocono 
Medical Center; and Vice-President of the Monroe County Council of Churches. 

 
 My involvement in the church prior to ordination included acting as a delegate to Diocesan Convention, 

serving on the Vestry, being a Church School teacher, mentoring two EFM (Education for Ministry) 
groups, and serving on a Parish Search Committee to call a Rector. 

 
 As Retreat Facilitator at Kirkridge, I participated in a Quaker Style Clearness Committee for two 

individuals in discernment.  In addition, the process that led to my ordination has, hopefully, given me 
insights about basic discernment procedures and goals.  Both of the groups with which I was involved 
utilized processes of discernment that practice listening deeply with an open mind, creating space for a 
person to share her/his faith journey, and learning to offer appropriate and realistic feedback. 

 
 I would hope that all of the above would contribute to my being an asset to the COM. 
 



The Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan, Rector, St. Joseph’s Church, Pen Argyl, and St. Mary’s Church, Wind Gap 
Vita:  For the past twenty years, I was in private practice as a marriage and family therapist and director of a 
nationally approved post-graduate program which included accepting, reviewing, and planning educational 
and supervisory experience for students and adjunct faculty at various colleges and universities both on a 
master and doctoral level.  I was a supervisor of trainees, facilitator of a nationally approved supervision 
training course, supervision of advanced therapists learning to be supervisors, review committees on both 
graduate and post-graduate levels, national certification team member, president of two statewide 
professional associations, and keynote speaker and workshop leader on issues of Ethics, Supervision, and 
Training at colleges, universities, local, state, and national conventions. I have been involved in many lay 
ministries since attending college — Director of Religious Education, Coordinator of Church School from 
preschool through high school, founder and director of a preschool church school and a Helping Hands 
service for shut-ins, Pastoral Minister, adult acolyte, and acolyte trainer. I am currently rector of two small 
churches in Wind Gap and West Bangor and adjunct faculty in the Graduate Religion Department at LaSalle 
University in Philadelphia. 

 
 Statement:  One of the most difficult and rewarding tasks of my 20+ years as a therapist, educator, reviewer, 

trainer, and supervisor have been helping people begin and/or enhance their discernment journey.  I believe 
discernment is not a one-time event in our lives but an on going life long journey asking questions about 
ourselves, our relationship to God, each other, and the world around us.  Because of what determines who 
we are, the questions we are willingly to ask, those we do not ask, and those we refuse to ask ourselves, I 
believe the task of a member of the Commission on Ministry is to help those in the process discover the 
questions which enhance or block their discernment journey. It is my hope to bring my experience to the 
Commission on Ministry.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY – LAY 
(One to be elected for a three-year term) 

(*indicates an incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
Robin A. Yedlock, Grace Church, Kingston 
 Vita:  I have been an Episcopalian all my life; my father was an Episcopal priest.   I have served as a Sunday 

school teacher, Choir member, Chalice bearer, Lay reader, Vestry, past Junior Warden, Daughters of the 
King Grace Chapter past-President, St. Martha’s member, led Bible study groups and Quiet Days, 
Stewardship committee member (past-chair), Evangelism Commission member, and participated with two 
Discernment committees. 

 
 Professionally I am an Occupational Therapist and work for Mercy Home Health and Hospice in Scranton. 

My specialties are physical disabilities (upper extremity) and geriatrics.  The longer I am in the profession, 
the more I realize that home therapy can be a ministry, too, not just my job. 

 
 Statement:  When I was first approached to consider running for the COM, my initial thought was I wasn’t 

really qualified.  But, after prayerful consideration of my Lay experiences and my own personal journey 
with our Father, I realized that perhaps I do have something to offer this Committee.  I recognize the 
importance and need of the discernment process and hope that I can help. 

 
DIOCESAN COUNCIL - CLERGY 

(Two to be elected for three-year term) 
(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 

 
The Reverend Canon Ginny Rex Day, Rector, Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono 

Vita: Currently rector of a small parish, previously on staff at the Cathedral, following life in the church as 
the rector’s daughter and, then, as the rector’s wife, I bring a life of affiliation with the church in a variety of 



its realities. I have taught elementary school and worked in the banking industry. During years in south 
Florida, I filled various positions in the local Junior Women’s Club (part of the national Women’s Club 
organization), including president and district director. I am a member of the Pocono Mountain Kiwanis. In 
the Diocese of Bethlehem, I serve on the Liturgy and Music Commission and on the Evangelism 
Commission.  I was previously a member of the Christian Education Commission. 

 
Statement:  I have prayerfully considered this opportunity before seeking to have my name placed in 
nomination. I believe that my life experience totaling to almost twenty years in the community of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem might bring a helpful perspective to the work of Diocesan Council. I affirm the 
mission statement of the Diocese and the direction which we are embarked upon — blending Evangelism 
and Mission. These are challenging times for all in our global village. Justice issues must be addressed and 
responded to if there is to be peace at any level of society. I seek to listen to the many voices that are being 
raised and ultimately to what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. 

 
 
 
The Reverend Lou Divis, Deacon, Prince of Peace Church, Dallas 

Vita: I feel I can add to Council, because I like to plan for the future and implement long and short range 
goals to accomplish what needs to be done.  Having served on vestry at Church of the Epiphany for four 
years and other committees such as by-laws revision, Sunday school, 'Visioning', and pastoral care have 
given me some knowledge of how church systems work.  I have also been involved in several parish 
vestries as an intern for the past four years and currently as a deacon. 
I also have experience with long and short term budgeting through work in the military.  I have sold 
insurance and mutual funds which also gives me a bit of knowledge in these areas.  Thank you for your 
consideration. 

 
 
 
*The Reverend Andrew T. Gerns, Rector, Trinity Church, Easton 
 Vita:  I am Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, Easton, and have served as a member of Diocesan Council 

since 2003. During my time in the Diocese of Bethlehem, I have been a member of the Commission on 
Ministry, served as a Deputy to the 75th General Convention in Columbus in 2006 and am currently chair of 
the Evangelism Committee of the Diocese. I am also a trained-trainer of Safeguarding God’s Children for 
the Diocese, attended the 2005 Episcopal Youth Event in Berea, Kentucky, and completed the 
Congregational Development Institute in 2004. Before coming to Bethlehem, I was a hospital chaplain, and 
I received Board Certification from the Association of Professional Chaplains in 1996. I was ordained in 
1982 and have served parishes and hospitals in the Dioceses of Connecticut and West Virginia, serving on 
various commissions and committees in those places. 

 
 Statement:  It has been my pleasure to serve Christ’s Church and the Diocese of Bethlehem as a member of 

Diocesan Council. During my time on Council, I took part in reviewing the budget process including parish 
assessment and acceptance and educating congregations in the ministry of the Diocese and each parish’s 
role in the supporting of that ministry. We continue to work on making our congregational and Diocesan 
ministries safe for children, and I have enjoyed taking part in hearings to improve our work in that regard. 
As a Council, we have focused on mission and, in particular, in the work of sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to all people in Northeast Pennsylvania and in providing practical, useful training to as many 
congregations as possible. This work has been most important to me.  I look forward, God willing, to 
continuing to serve on council for another three-year term. 

 
 
 
The Reverend Daniel C. Gunn, Rector, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral Church, Wilkes-Barre 
 Vita:  Prior to being called as the Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, I served for four years as 

Curate of Christ Church, Bronxville, New York, where among other responsibilities, I worked with children 
and adult formation, youth, outreach, liturgy and music, and participated in the discernment committee for 
candidates desiring Holy Orders.  I was a chaplain at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, for 



two years where I completed a two-year Clinical Pastoral Education residency accumulating seven units.  I 
have taught Old Testament, philosophy, ethics, and religion at the post-secondary level and earned the 
Master of Divinity degree, the Master of Arts degree, and the Master of Sacred Theology degree.  I have 
completed coursework toward the Doctor of Philosophy degree and expect to finish the program within the 
next five years.  I value ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue, having served on the Episcopal Diocese of 
New York’s Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission and as Chair of the Annual Holocaust Memorial 
Steering Committee.  In 2005, I was chosen as an emerging American policy leader and awarded a Freeman 
Fellowship to travel to Southeast Asia to study the intersection of religion and society.  I am married to Ada. 

 
 I feel I would bring a fresh view to the issues facing the Diocese.  I am well-educated in a number of areas 

and experienced, but I do not act hastily.  I believe that issues should be considered from a variety of 
perspectives.  Having worked in ecumenical and interfaith settings dealing with theological and social 
issues, I am sensitive to matters that affect both.  I also am eager to find ways to evangelize those who do 
not know or understand what the Anglican tradition offers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL – LAY 
(Three to be elected for a three-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
Thomas Jamieson, St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s Church, Wilkes-Barre 
 Vita:  I reside in Hanover Township, Pennsylvania, and have been a member of St. Clement’s and St. 

Peter’s Church for about 25 years.  I am currently a Lay Reader, Greeter, Chalice Bearer, and a member of 
the Finance committee at the church.  I have served as chairmen of the Vestry, member of the fundraising 
committee, Vestry member, and Junior Warden for two three-year terms.  I am 49 years old and happily 
married to Mary Elizabeth with two children —  daughter, Amanda, soon to be 18 and son, Scott, soon to be 
16.  I am a registered professional mechanical engineer in the state of Pennsylvania and a Federal civilian 
employee, employed by United States Army Corps of Engineers. 

 



Stephen J. Meck, St. Clement’s and St. Peter’s Church, Wilkes-Barre 
 Vita:  As a life-long Episcopalian, my aspiration is to take God’s love through His Son Jesus Christ and 

spread the Good News through my actions and words.  I have a deep prayer life and a passion for the mission 
and ministry of my Church and the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

 
 I am currently serving a second term as Senior Warden at St Clement’s and St Peter’s and have held the 

position of Acolyte Master for eight years.  I chaired our successful 2005 Consecration Sunday program.  I 
hold or have held positions of Lay Eucharistic Minister, Chalice Bearer, Lay Reader, Vestry member, and 
Diocesan Convention delegate.  I also served on many Church committees including the search committee 
for our current Rector. 

 
 I hold a Mechanical Engineering Degree from Pennsylvania State University and am employed in the 

position of Technical Support Manager for Itoh Denki USA, an international Japanese company 
specializing in the manufacture of material handling conveyor technology.  I have been an active volunteer 
in youth athletics, coaching for the past seven years. 

 
 I am married 26 years to a wonderful and understanding wife, Donna, who is a Sunday school teacher.  I 

am also blessed with two children —  a son, Brandon, at home and a daughter, Julia, a first grade 
elementary school teacher outside of Washington, DC. 

 
 I would bring to the Diocesan Council the perspective of a fresh, new insight while respecting the 

cherished tradition of the Episcopal Church community. 
 
 
 
Margaretta (Maggie) Goodbody Niles, Grace Church, Honesdale 
 Vita:  While my two children were growing up in Darien, Connecticut, I spent most of my time in 

volunteer work with schools, the church, and with various social service agencies.  Seven years ago my 
husband, Nick, and I retired to Northeastern Pennsylvania where I continue to participate in the 
community, currently serving on the Peters Valley Crafts Center Board, the Vestry of Grace Episcopal 
Church in Honesdale, and the Board of Trustees of Wayne Memorial Hospital.  I work at home as a potter 
and as a freelance editor.  I was born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania, and grew up in Williamsburg, Virginia.  
I graduated from the National Cathedral School, attended Smith College, and graduated with a bachelor 
degree from Columbia University's School of General Studies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ECCLESIASTICAL COURT – CLERGY 
(Two to be elected for a three-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
*The Reverend Canon Joseph N. Leo, Canon Associate, Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 
 Vita:  I am a graduate of Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut, with my Masters in Divinity from Bexley 

Hall, the Divinity School of Kenyon College. 
 
 I was in the Diocese of Pennsylvania as Assistant at The Church of the Redeemer, Bryn Mawr, and later as 

rector of Christ Church, Old Swedes.  While at Old Swedes, I was accepted in the Department of Family 
Studies at the University of Pennsylvania Medical School, Department of Psychiatry.  This eventually led 
to my counseling certifications. 

 
 While President of the State-wide Domestic Relation Association, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Pennsylvania appointed me to a Special Domestic Relations Committee for the purpose of revamping 
and unifying the Domestic Relation rules and procedures. 



 
 As a retired Senior Magisterial District Judge and retired Senior Non-Stipendiary Priest and with the 

knowledge and experience of the law of the Commonwealth and the Canons of the Church, I seek re-
election to The Ecclesiastical Court. 

 
 
The Reverend Jeffrey L. Funk, Rector, St. Peter’s Church, Hazleton and St. James Church, Drifton 
 Vita:  I earned a degree in social science from Adelphi University, Garden City, New York, and Certificate 

of Graduation from the George Mercer, Jr., Memorial School of Theology in the Diocese of Long Island.  I 
was ordained a Deacon in 1986 and served as a seminarian assistant at St. George’s Church, Hempstead, 
New York (1981-1986), and Deacon assistant (1986-1999). 

 I coordinated ministries to the homebound at three nursing homes; served on the pastoral care committee at 
a local hospital; assisted at a residence for those dying of AIDS; served as member, co-chair, and chairman 
of the Bishop’s Committee on Alcohol and Other Drugs; and served as board member of the Hempstead 
Nursery Co-op, a county funded program for “gifted children” of “disadvantaged parents.” 

 
 I continued my education at Seabury-Western Theological Seminary, Evanston, Illinois (1999-2000).  

During that time, I served as a Deacon assistant at St Paul’s By the Lake, Chicago, Illinois.   
 
 I served at St. Elisabeth’s Church, Floral Park, New York and St. Thomas’ Church, Bellerose, New York 

(2000-2001).  I was ordained to the Priesthood in the Diocese of Bethlehem in 2001 and became Rector of 
St. Mary’s, Reading (2001-2002).  In 2003, I became Priest-in-Charge of St. Peter’s, Hazleton, and St. 
James’, Drifton, and in 2005, I became Rector.  I presently also serve as Diocesan representative for the 
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries. 

 
 Statement:  Very simply, I have been asked to serve in this capacity, and I am willing to offer myself for 

this position in service to the Diocese.  I believe that my experience in pastoral ministry would be helpful 
in this role. 

 
 
 

ECCLESIASTICAL COURT – LAY 
(Two to be elected for a three-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
 
Raymond A. Arcario, Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 

Vita:  I am the current Senior Warden to the vestry at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity as well as the 
Director of the Nativity Youth Camp.  Past positions that I have held include: Junior Warden, mentor in our 
Journey to Adulthood (J2A) Christian education program, Church School Board Vice-President, and chair 
and member on numerous committees in both my current and past parishes. 

 
I am educated in the field of Industrial and Labor Relations and have studied negotiations and dispute 
resolution.  I have also studied law and served as an arbitrator.  My professional experiences include serving 
as a hearing officer in contract disputes. 

 
The skills that I have developed over the years come through managing conflict.  I currently manage an 
organization within the Department of Treasury in the State of New Jersey that provides contract 
administration for all construction contracts – design and implementation.  Succeeding requires an 
understanding of exactly what governs the parties and appreciating the often opposing perspectives. 
 
I seek this position in order to continue to support our Diocese in ways I feel capable of as well as feeling 
called to serve.  This is a position that I trust all who serve are called.  I hope and pray that the Ecclesiastical 
Court is never required to sit in trial, rather that the Diocese has prudently prepared and planned to address 
individual cases as necessary. 

 



 
Rita Piovane, St. Anne’s Church, Trexlertown 
 
 
 
 

THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES – CLERGY 
(One clergy person to be elected for three-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
The Reverend John R. Francis, Rector, Christ Church, Reading 
Vita: I have served in the Diocese of Pennsylvania as Chair of the Christian Education Commission and as Chair of 
the Commission on Clergy Salaries and Benefits.  I also served as Vice President of the Board of Education for the 
Swedesboro-Woolwich Public School District in Swedesboro, New Jersey.  I bring to the ministry of the Trustees of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem a diversity of experience from serving in the leadership roles listed above, as well as 
being a member of many other Diocesan and community committees and boards, and from serving the Episcopal 
Church as a parish rector for over twenty years.  I am currently 50 years old and married with two children. 
 
Statement: I seek the position of serving as a Trustee of the Diocese of Bethlehem because I feel the Diocese is the 
essential faith community structure of the Episcopal Church.  I see the Trustees as playing a major role in facilitating 
the mission of the Diocese, which is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 
 
 
 
 

THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES – LAY 
(Three to be elected for three-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
*George S. Maniatty, St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, Trexlertown 
 Vita  The Incorporated Trustees are responsible for administering and exercising oversight of Diocesan 

assets, in particular the Diocesan Investment Trust, endowments, and loan funds. The trustees need to be 
good stewards of the Diocesan resources consistent with the Diocesan Mission and Ministry. I believe my 
experience in the church and the world helps me to do this. 

 
 I have been active at St. Anne’s, Trexlertown, since 1970. At St. Anne’s I have worked in the areas of 

stewardship, renewal, and evangelism, was past Senior Warden and Building Committee Chairman three 
times, served on two search committees, and was a Vestry person.  I am presently the Treasurer. 

 
 In the Diocese, I have been active on the Stewardship Commission and was chair from November 2002 to 

September 2005, Bishop’s Nominating Committee, two-term member of Standing Committee, 
Incorporated Trustees, New Bethany Blue Ribbon panel, Camp and Conference Center Committee, and St. 
Matthew’s Society Steering Committee. 

 
 In the community, I served for many years on the boards of the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the Red Cross 

and Grace Community Foundation. 
 
 I am retired from Precision Roll Grinders, Inc. where I was president and active in this business since 

1968. I still serve on the Board of Directors and the retirement committee. 
 
 
 
  
 

THE STANDING COMMITTEE - CLERGY 
(One to be elected for a five-year term)  



(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
The Reverend T. Scott Allen, Rector, St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church, Schnecksville 
 Vita:  I graduated from Yale Divinity School and was ordained in 1983. I have served parishes in the 

Dioceses of West Virginia, Bethlehem, and North Carolina. My ministry experiences include: 
 Bethlehem - General Convention Deputy, 2006; Commission on Ministry, 2002-present; Stewardship 

Commission; Peace Commission; Safe Spaces Task Force, 2000-2003; Diversity Trainer for National 
Coalition Building Institute; Trainer for Adult Sexual Misconduct Prevention; Diocesan Staff, 1989-1994; 
Journey to Adulthood mentor; and Integrity; North Carolina - Standing Committee, Committee on the 
Diaconate, Church Deployment Advisory Board, and Commission on Ministry; and West Virginia - 
Diocesan Middle School Camp Director at Peterkin Camp and Conference Center, Committee on Racism, 
and alternate Deputy to General Convention. 

 
 Statement:  After General Convention and the passage of Resolution B033,  Standing Committees around 

the Church may be faced with decisions in the consent process which are unusual in this three-year 
window of time in regards to l/g/b/t bishop’s-elect who are in committed relationships.  My presence at 
that Convention and the personal interest I bring to this issue will add diversity to the current Standing 
Committee.  My experience in the ordination process will also bring valuable skills which can be used in 
this capacity. 

 
 
 

THE STANDING COMMITTEE - LAY 
(One to be elected for a five-year term) 

(* indicates incumbent eligible for re-election) 
 
Elizabeth H. House (Libby), Grace Church, Allentown 
 Vita:  Currently I hold the positions of executive director of Grace Montessori School in Allentown and 

managing director of Dorrance Publishing Co, Inc., Pittsburgh, in which organization I have worked since 
1981.  I have had a 35-year career in publishing and business that has allowed me to develop a good sense 
of people and a good sense of how organizations work.  It has been my experience that integrity, fairness, 
and honesty are the most valuable characteristics a person can possess if they are to make a positive 
contribution to an organization. 

 
 Prior to serving in my current capacities, I worked for ten years for Westminster Press where I held 

positions as production manager, book sales representative, and, finally, public relations director. 
 
 My recent volunteer experience include being a Volunteer at Grace Community Foundation Food Pantry, 

1998 – 2002; member of the Board of Directors of Grace Community Foundation, 1999 – 2004 and co-
president from 2002 – 2004.  I have been a member of the AIDS Outreach Board of Directors, 2000 to 
present and am currently secretary of the Board; member of the Grace Montessori School Board of 
Directors, 2000 – 2005; and member of the Grace Church Vestry, 1999 – present, (clerk 2001-2002; junior 
warden 2002 – 2005; and senior warden, 2005 – present) 

 
 Other current lay ministries in which I serve include being a Lay reader, Chalice bearer, and Usher. 
 
 Statement:  I seek the position of member of the Standing Committee because I believe my background in 

business and my lifelong experience as a member of the Episcopal Church will allow me to make a 
positive contribution to the work of this important committee.  In business and in volunteer and 
community ministries, I have learned to recognize leadership and other important traits of personality and 
character in individuals that I believe would be helpful to the committee in performing its duties on behalf 
of the Diocese. The Good News proclaimed in the Gospel and in the churches of this Diocese in particular, 
is so central to my life that if I can serve as an instrument to its continuance in any way, I am honored to 
do so. 

 
 



Gabriele C. Whittier, Trinity Church, Bethlehem 
 Vita:  I am currently working part time as the Associate for Liturgy and Communications for Trinity 

Episcopal Church in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and am responsible, among other things, for the 
communications needs of our Parish, including mailings, meetings, and development and maintenance of 
our web site: www.trinitybeth.org <http://www.trinitybeth.org/> <http://www.trinitybeth.org/>.  I have 
been in this position for three years. 

 
 In addition, I am the founder and facilitator of our prayer beads ministry and developed and maintain the 

web site for that ministry: www.gigibeads.net <http://www.gigibeads.net/> <http://www.gigibeads.net/>
 
 Prior to working in the parish as a staff member, I was a legal assistant for Air Products and Chemicals 

Inc. for 30 years.  In that position, I was responsible for development and maintenance of software 
designed to track Air Products’ world-wide Intellectual Property estate (Patents, Trademarks & 
Copyrights) in addition to my responsibilities of docket manager for eleven to twelve attorneys. 

 
 As an active member of the Episcopal Church for about 35 years, I have worked on and with numerous 

boards and committees.  Parish work has included membership on the Vestry (having served as both Junior 
and Senior Wardens), chair of the search committee for our last rector, and a member of the Board of 
Directors of “Exodus” (a prisoner rehabilitation program).  On the Diocesan level, I have been a member 
of the Commission on Ministry and on the Secretariat (governing board) of Cursillo.  On the national 
church level, I was an active volunteer for ESMA (Episcopal Society for Ministry to the Aging) for many 
years. 

 
 In my community, I am currently the President of “The Tuesday Club,” an active group of women who 

have gathered to respond to community needs as well as for purposes of education and fellowship.  The 
Tuesday Club of Bethlehem has been in existence for over 75 years and currently consists of 
approximately fifty members.  As President, I chair the Executive Committee that coordinates all events 
and activities of the group. 

 
 I received a BA in Education (with a minor in Mathematics) from Trenton State College (now known as 

The College of New Jersey) in 1968. 
 
 Statement:  I am anxious to serve my Christian Community and believe that I may have some abilities 

and skills that could be used as a member of the Standing Committee. 
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