
“Here Until the Work Is Done” 
A Time for Ecumenical Worship, Witness and Work 

 
“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work 

 of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  
1 Corinthians 15:58 (NRSV) 

 
 
 
Dear Distinguished Clergy, Colleagues and Friends: 
 
To mark the second anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, the National Council of Churches’ Special 
Commission for the Just Rebuilding of the Gulf Coast is sponsoring an Ecumenical Work Week 
from August 19-25, 2007 in New Orleans and we would like your help and participation.  
 
Our theme for this event is “Here Until the Work is Done: A Time for Ecumenical Worship, 
Witness & Work” and 1 Corinthians 15:58 will undergird our work. As you may know, stories 
abound from the Gulf Coast that paint the same picture—two years after Hurricane Katrina ravaged 
the region, families are still struggling to rebuild their lives, homes and communities. Indeed, most 
residents have yet to receive the help that they need. There is an ongoing need for volunteers and 
aid to those in the region; but, volunteers are starting to wane while money from government 
agencies and other sources, in many cases, is a promise yet to be fulfilled. 
 
That is why we thought it would be a powerful witness for us to come together on the occasion of 
the second anniversary to stand with, support and encourage families in the Gulf Coast region as 
they rebuild their lives.  We are asking churches, judicatories, ecumenical partners and others to 
join us in this effort. The truth is that the faith community was there as first responders to the 
crisis. We provided food, clothing and shelter to those in need. Many of our churches, 
denominational relief agencies and other faith groups continue to help those displaced and impacted 
by the storm with housing, finding employment and meeting other basic needs to get back on their 
feet. Collectively, we truly have been “steadfast, immoveable, always excelling in the work of the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58)! However, the work must continue until the work is done! 
 
Our work together during this Ecumenical Work Week will provide an opportunity for hands-on 
support for those in the region. We hope that you will be able to join us for this important work. It 
may be hot. It may be uncomfortable. But the call is great and there is a dire need for us to be a 
present help for those who have been struggling to rebuild for the past two years.  
 
Volunteers can participate for part of the week or they can stay for the entire event. Some of the 
week’s highlights include: 
 

 a Clergy Listening Tour on Aug. 21-22, which will give clergy the opportunity to 
hear from residents about some of the environmental affects the hurricane has had on 
two New Orleans neighborhoods (space is limited. Contact Rev. William Drayton at 
202.544.2393 to register);  

 an opportunity for volunteers to go to Mississippi for a one-day work project 
midweek; 

Sponsored by the Special Commission for the Just Rebuilding of the Gulf Coast 



 worship, praise and prayer services each day; and, 
 a “Gospel Explosion” and celebration on Saturday, Aug. 25th to close out the week. 

 
-more- 
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A flyer and registration form for this event is attached. There is a $20 registration fee to help offset 
the costs of the week’s activities (scholarships are available). We hope that you will be able to join 
us for this important work. Feel free to disseminate this information to youth groups, churches and 
others who you think may be interested in participating. If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact me or James Stevenson, Ecumenical Work Week Co-Coordinator, at (202) 544-2350, ext. 
204 or 207, respectively. You can also send an email to Ltune@ncccusa.org or 
jesteven@email.arizona.edu.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Rev. Leslie C. Tune 
Assistant Director for Justice & Advocacy 
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