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A kitchen shower for a Katrina church 
HELPING ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS  MARMARMARMARMARY LY LY LY LOUISE BROUISE BROUISE BROUISE BROSSOSSOSSOSSY LOUISE BROSS 

A Kitchen Shower for St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, New Orleans, will be held July 29, 
noon, at Grace Church, Fifth and Linden, 
Allentown. 

Lunch will include Red Beans and Rice and 
other New Orleans delectables. It’s a party and 
a blessing of gifts to be donated for St. Paul’s 
kitchen on the day before they will be driven 
to the Big Easy — where nothing now is easy. 

Members of St. Paul’s are struggling against 
all odds. Overworked on their jobs with staffs 
cut by 2/3, they feel lucky to have jobs at all 
when many have been forced into exile. With 
their normal homes uninhabitable, they 
commute 50-100 miles a day, working in off 
hours to repair their homes – without helpers 
(given the scarcity of housing for most manual 
laborers). 

In these conditions, over 100 parishioners 
have shown up for church each Sunday since 
October. Both worship services and school 
classes (pre-K to 8) have met in other, intact 
churches. This August, all members hope to 
return to an empty, reconstructed St. Paul’s. 
Exhausted and discouraged, but determined 

to rebuild their lives, their church, their city, 
they should not feel abandoned by us, their 
brothers and sisters – even now, after the TV 
cameras have departed. 

We could give meaningful support by 
reconstituting St. Paul’s kitchen. I am creating 
a web site (www.Stpaulskitchen.com) to be 
ready June 1, listing all needed, commercial- 
grade items: pots, pans, flatware, etc. 

I urge you to purchase one or more of these 
items for St. Paul’s – as a single donor or by 
collaborating to give a larger item. You may 
pay online or send a check to Grace Church 
with the item noted in the memo. If you 
prefer, you may purchase an equivalent item 
on eBay or provide a secondhand one in good 
condition. 

If you’re unable to attend the shower, your gift(s) 
will be gladly collected. Urgently needed also are 
large appliances (stoves, freezers, refrigerators), 
which would require funds totaling about $12,000. 
Do you know whom I could contact as likely 
donors? Contact Mary Louise Bross, 
mlb2@lehigh.edu, 610-691-2684. 
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