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Local chapter founder introduces BACA to 
parishioners at Church of Redeemer, Sayre 

BIKERS AGAINST CHILD ABUSE  TERRI HOUSE 

Bikers ‘provide aid, comfort, safety and support for children 
who have been sexually, physically and emotionally abused.’ 

Ted Burrows of the Church of the 
Redeemer, Sayre, told church 
members about an organization of 
bikers that exists “to provide aid, 
comfort, safety and support for 
children that have been sexually, 
physically, and emotionally 
abused.” 

Burrows, of Pine City, New York, 
started the Elmira Chapter of 
Bikers Against Child Abuse 
(BACA) in 2004, the first chapter 
in New York State. 

BACA was founded in 1996 by 
John Paul Chief Lilly, a child 
therapist in Provost, Utah. 
Members in 69 chapters across the 
country are dedicated to the 
principle that one of the basic 
rights of childhood is to be safe 
and protected. When the child’s 
family and environment have 
failed them, BACA members 
stand ready to help. This 
organization consists of dedicated 
individuals who are willing to 
sacrifice any and all in order to 
protect and secure a child’s basic 
right to a happy childhood. 

Members of BACA must pass an 
federal background check. BACA 
members empower children to 
face their abusers in court after 
sexual, physical or emotional 

abuse has been 
found by a social 
service agency. 
BACA chapters 
have access to a 
Licensed Mental 
Health Professional 
who is responsible 
for conducting bi- 
annual training on 
child abuse issues. 

BACA members 
receive referrals 
from parents, 
guardians, police 
and child-care 
agencies. Those 
referrals must be 
verified in the legal system. If the 
case is not in the legal system, the 
caller is given information on how 
to report the abuse. The case must 
be in the legal system before 
BACA becomes involved. 

BACA members ride their bikes 
to a child’s home to give them 
support, stuffed animals and a 
denim vest to wear with the BACA 
patch. Two BACA members are 
assigned to the child and family to 
help them recover from this 
difficult time in their young lives. 
Until a case of abuse is determined 
through the courts, BACA 
members cannot enter a child’s 

home or be on the property.  When 
abuse is determined to have taken 
place, BACA’s presence prevents 
the abuser from going to the 
victim’s home. 

The presentation took place during 
a meeting of St. Mary’s Guild, 
Redeemer’s women’s organization 
that meets monthly for fellowship 
and education and organizes a 
variety of fund raising events for 
the Episcopal Church, the local 
community, and mission outreach. 

For more information on BACA 
visit www.bacausa.com or call 
607-734-2338. 

Ted Burrows presents a BACA vest to St. Mary’s 
Guild president, Betsy Schumacher. 


