
Music Camp at Historic St. Paul’s Montrose, June 24-27 
By Charles Cesaretti 

 
Children from the ages of 4 to 12 are welcome to a Children’s Music Camp at Historic St. 
Paul’s, June 24-27, 9-11:30 AM.  Places are available for the first 50 children registered.  
The registration fee is $5 per child, and $10 for a family, scholarships are available.  The 
camp is under the co-direction of Sarah Birchard and Jamie Dean-Brackett.  There will be 
singing, dancing, games, and snacks each day.  The children will present a “concert” for 
their parents and friends on Friday at 6 PM. 
 
Sarah Birchard has a life-long passion for music, beginning as a child when she 
participated in both church and school music groups.  She spent several years taking 
piano and French Horn lessons.  She was graduated from the Montrose Area School 
District, participating in both All State Band and Orchestra Festivals. 
 
Sarah attended Carnegie Mellon University, obtaining her degree in French Horn 
Performance and Music Education.  Earning her Master’s degree from Binghamton 
University in Educational Studies, she was an elementary music educator for several 
years until the birth of her daughter.  She returned to the Choconut Valley elementary 
School for 2007-08.  During her leave from public school teaching, she attained 
certification to teach Kindermusik, a music education program designed specifically for 
children.  She offered classes for 5-year olds in Wyoming County.   
 
Active in her home church, she offers private horn lessons in the Montrose area, and 
accompanies a local elementary school choir for concerts and competition. 
 
Jamie Dean-Brackett received her B.S. in Music Education from Duquesne University 
and her Master’s Degree in French Horn Performance from Carnegie Mellon University.  
She has performed in orchestras with many artists including Ray Charles, Shirley Jones 
and John Tesh.  She is also an accomplished accompanist.   
 
Ms Dean-Brackett has been teaching K-12 vocal and instrumental for fifteen years, and 
has achieved “Superior Ratings” in District Choral Festivals.  He husband is an 
accomplished musician as well, and will be accompanying the children’s groups with his 
mandolin, banjo, and guitar. 
 
“We are truly blessed to have such leadership for our Music Camp,” opined Mary Ann 
DeWitt, coordinator of the Camp.  “It is wonderful to draw upon the musical talent of 
Montrose and the area, and share it with our children.  This underlines the purpose of the 
Camp – to highlight our local talent and provide outstanding, professional models for our 
children.  It is a joy to have Sarah and Jamie take the leadership at the Children’s Music 
Camp.” 
 
The Children’s Music Camp is a part of Historic St. Paul’s Spirit of Summer, a summer-
long program of music, children’s activities, and participation in community events. To 



register for the Children’s Music Camp, call 278-2954.  For information about other 
events, consult the parish’s website:  www.stpaulschurchmontrose.org.  
 
St. Paul’s is located on the corner of Church and Chestnut Streets in Montrose. 
 

 

Sarah Birchard (L), Director of the Children’s Music Camp, and Mary Ann DeWitt (R), 
Camp Coordinator, are joined by three excited friends as they plan the Camp activities, 
which will be held at Historic St. Paul’s in Montrose, June 24-27. 
 

 

 

 


