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PARSON’S CORNER ANGLICAN  COMMUNION

A lot of coverage has been offered in past weeks throughout broadcast media from television

and radio to e-mail and blogs to magazine articles on the state of the Anglican Communion and the

Episcopal Church’s place within the organization.  But what is this mysterious entity?

We never want to presume that anyone knows anything about Church polity and organization,

especially for those who are new to the Episcopal Church.  But I wonder even about those of us who

have been Episcopalian for many years, even from birth, and what we understand about the Anglican

Communion.  Over the course of the next few editions of the Eagle, I will try to offer an admittedly

simplistic explanation.  First we need a bit of history.

The Episcopal Church in the United States of America is the name given since after the

Revolutionary War to the American branch of the Church of England, established on these shores with

the first British Colonists.  At the Revolution (which we celebrate this month in our Independence

Day) many who were loyal to the British crown left our new country while others remained behind to

carry on the traditions brought here, including the King James Bible (when the Mayflower landed in

1620 this was a radical ‘new’ translation of the Bible - only 10 years old!) and the first Book of

Common Prayer (the ‘Standard’ BCP of 1662 was not even out yet!)

Let’s go further back.  The Church of England is the continuing catholic Church established

on the  British isles in the first centuries, brought by the early Roman centurions (some believe Joseph

of Aramathea and his followers brought the Christian faith to the tin mining communities of Wales).

The “split with Rome” and the Pope began long before Henry VIII, but that’s a long story.

Nonetheless, the Church of England, as we know it today, the mother Church of the Anglican

Communion, was instrumental in the Reformation following Martin Luther in Germany and John

Calvin in Switzerland.  The Bible and Prayer Book being translated into the English tongue were major

steps in our identity as a people of active faith.

The independent American spirit has made its expression from the first years of our young

country.  Since we could no longer with integrity pledge allegiance to the King (as all clergy were

required on ordination) our first American Bishops went to the Anglican Church of Scotland to be

consecrated for this emerging Church on a new continent.  Soon an Episcopal Church polity was

developed which mirrors the two houses of Congress, and an American Prayer Book (the one used

when St. John’s was established as a parish!) was based on the Scottish Church liturgies.

For America to be on the edge of Revolution is not a new thing, as one might expect.  It’s who

we are.  In coming months, we’ll look at some of the other aspects of this broadening Communion.

Father Erb



PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT Use OUR Mission Statement in YOUR Life

The mission of St. John’s Church is to:

+ restore all people to unity in Christ.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. JOHN’S VESTRY

Sr. Warden- Marianne Berryman (2007), 595-2851       Jr. Warden- David Dimmick (2009), 698-8298

Clerk - Jeannette Mattes (2007) Treasurer - John Otway (appointed annually)

Jeanne Damirgian (2009) Vikki Englert (2008) Ray Moran (2008)

James Simms (2009) Sandra Toy (2008)

Youth Representative:   Stephanie Kahn (2007)

VESTRY  HIGHLIGHTS

15 June 2006

Vestry said thank you and so long to three members whose terms have ended:  Bruce Parker, Marie

Helm and Vito Montone.  Welcomes were extended to our newly elected Vestry-members: Barbara

Hraba (who fulfils a one-year unexpired term) and three-years terms filled by jeanne Damirgian, David

Dimmick, and James Simms.

The Rector named Marianne Berryman as continuing Sr. Warden, thanking her for her previous

service.  David Dimmick was elected by Vestry as Jr. Warden;  John Otway again accepted the position

as Treasurer, and Jeannette Mattes as Clerk.

Vestry Members assumed responsibility as liaisons for the various parish committees:

Christian Education & Youth - Vikki Englert, Stephanie Kahn

Evangelism - Bobbie Hraba

Finance  (with Budget, Stewardship - Ray Moran

and Fund-Raising)

Pastoral Care - Sandy Toy

Planning Committee - Fr. Erb

Property - Dave Dimmick

St. Catherine’s Guild (ECW) - Jeannette Mattes

Social Ministry - Jeanne Damirgian

Worship & Music - Marianne Berryman, James Simms

A lot of time and thought has been given in the past month to the offer of sale of the 20-acre property

along Route 590.  The potential buyer has not met our final offer and at this point, the property is back

on the market.

Ray Moran has been reviewing the Parish By-laws and presented some ideas for consideration.  Vestry

offered addition suggestions.  These will be reviewed and a proposal presented at the next meeting.



In June the Campers at the Nativity Cathedral’s Youth Camp 2006 wrote their

TOP TEN REASONS TO BE AN EPISCOPALIAN

10. Backwards it spells “nailapocsipe.”

9. You can vote.

8. No dress code.

7. The bright-red doors.

6. The freedom to think

5. The seasons are color-coded.

4. Open-mindedness.

3. You feel special when you finally learn how to spell E-p-i-s-c-o-p-a-l-i-a-n.

2. You can make being Christian something of your own.

1. No labels.

T H E A T R E O U T I N G

WHO  ARE  “THE  BOYS  OF  SYRACUSE” ?
find out at the Ritz Theatre in Hawley

No, they are not the Basketball Team from the University.  They are from ancient Ephesus in Asia

Minor (the Ephesus of St. Paul’s letter)!  Based on Shakespeare’s A Comedy of Errors, the story is told

through the lyrics of Lorenz Hart and set to the music of Richard Rodgers.  

Thursday evening, August 10th

Tickets are $10, St. John’s reaps half of the proceeds!  Bring your friends and come out for another

delightful evening at the Ritz Theatre in Hawley.

Interested in dinner before the theatre?  Let’s put our heads together and choose a place to meet.

SPECIAL  FUND  -- Needed:  A  RIDING  MOWER

Out-going Jr. Warden, Bruce Parker, would love to get a riding mower for the Church in order to save

our mowing expenses.  Would you be interested in making a contribution to the fund?  See Bruce for

details.

OTHER  PROPERTY  ITEMS:

Our deep-felt Thanks go to:  Joe & Dave from PA Waterworks Co. who in the process of updating our

water service, have done some repairs to our plumbing in the Parish Hall.  We no longer have a

dripping faucet in the kitchen nor a shaky toilet in the Men’s Room.  Not only did they offer, and

donate their time, they also donated the supplies!  Thank you so much, Joe and Dave!



Profiles  Of The Parish
Bruce  Parker

This month we feature Bruce Parker, my predecessor as Senior Warden, and a hard act to follow, I might add.
Bruce has just finished his second elected term on the Vestry, having been appointed to fulfill the unexpired
term of Don Genoar, who resigned due to health reasons back in 1999.  Before he was appointed Senior
Warden, Bruce served several years as Junior Warden, and in that capacity he was responsible for the
maintenance of the church building and grounds.  We have greatly benefited from Bruce's expertise in
plumbing, electrical work, and construction.   Bruce was a big help to Andrew Erb in construction of the
pavilion behind the Train Station.  He also helped build the sidewalk around the church building and even
cut the grass so we wouldn't have to pay someone to do it.    Although no longer Junior Warden, Bruce is still
on the  Property Committee and so we will continue to  benefit from his expertise and willingness to do what
needs to be done.

Bruce was not always an Episcopalian, having been brought up in the Methodist Church.  He was born in
Camden NJ and has three brothers and one sister.  The family moved to Weatherly PA in the '50's and Bruce
graduated from high school there.  While in school, he played basketball and was active in the drama group.
Bruce became an Episcopalian when he met Sandy and attended St. Andrews Episcopal Church in Allentown
before coming to St. John's.

Bruce and Sandy started vacationing in this area in 1984, when they bought their home near Lake
Wallenpaupack Estates and used it for summer vacations and weekends.  They moved here permanently in
1996 after Bruce retired from Bethlehem Steel, where he worked for 30 years.  Bruce and Sandy have been
wintering in Florida for several years and now have purchased a mobile home in a 55-plus community in
North Fort Meyers.  They will be spending six months there and six months here.  

Bruce has been our delegate to the Diocesan Convention four times.  He also serves as usher and is on the
Planning and Stewardship Committees, besides the Property Committee.  Bruce and Sandy are very active
in fund raising for St. John's, helping with yard and rummage sales, bazaars, and church dinners.

Bruce has a son and a daughter and Sandy has two sons and a daughter.  Between them they have 10
grandchildren and two great grandchildren.  They love visiting family, travelling, and boating on Lake
Wallenpaupack.  They will be leaving for their home in Florida in October after the birth of their third great
grandchild.  They will now become more active in the church they attend in North Fort Meyers, All Souls
Episcopal.  

Bruce would like to see more of St. John's parishioners participate in activities and fund raising.  He would
like to see us become financially self-sufficient and be able to spend our fund raising money on outreach
programs, rather than paying our bills.

Thank you, Bruce!



WORSHIP  LEADERS  for  JULY

2 9 16 23 30nd th th rd th

lector  8 C.Dowdell K.Owens C.Dowdell K.Owens C.Dowdell

         10:00 J.Otway J.Beermann M.Berryman E.Chorba P.Duncan

chalice  8 J.Owens J.Owens J.Owens J.Owens J.Owens

        10:00 J.Mattes J.Mattes J.Mattes J.Mattes J.Mattes

acolyte 8 C.Dowdell C.Dowdell C.Dowdell C.Dowdell C.Dowdell

        10:00 S.Duncan T. Duncan B.Escobar C.O’Connor R.O’Connor

altar guild B.Montone

ushers J.Mattes, J.Duncan, J.Otway, V.Montone, R.Moran,

C.Helm D.Liddle P.Leslie B.Parker D.Benedetto

coffee hour a v a i l a b l e Otways a v a i l a b l e a v a i l a b l e a v a i l a b l e

WORSHIP  LEADERS  for  AUGUST

6 13 20 27th th th th

lector  8:00 C.Dowdell K.Owens C.Dowdell K.Owens

         10:00 S.Duncan F.Hager B.Hraba J.Kahn

chalice  8:00 J.Owens J.Owens J.Owens J.Owens

        10:00

acolyte 8 C.Dowdell C.Dowdell C.Dowdell C.Dowdell

        10:00 S.Duncan T. Duncan B.Escobar C.O’Connor

altar guild B.Montone

ushers A.Kuehnapfel J.Mattes, J.Duncan, J.Kahn,

T.Post C.Helm D.Liddle P.Leslie

coffee hour a v a i l a b l e a v a i l a b l e a v a i l a b l e a v a i l a b l e

As you can see, we have need for Coffee Hour Hosts!  See Sandy Parker if you wish to help.

TRAINING  &  REVIEW  SESSIONS
are being planned in the late summer, early fall

for those interested in these ministries:

Altar Guild Acolyte

Chalice-Bearer Lector

Usher

40   ANNIVERSARY  of  ORDINATION Fr. MICHAEL  FILLth

Set Aside Sunday, September 10  at 2:30 for a festival celebration of the 40  Anniversary ofth th

Ordination to the Priesthood of the Rev’d Michael Fill, Jr.  former rector of St. John’s.  A Festive
Eucharist and reception are being planned.  Stay tuned for more details.  If you’d like to help
organize the occasion, see Fr. Erb.



KIDS & YOUTH

Thought you couldn't learn one more thing
    from a cucumber

    or a tomato?

Well, guess again!

 

VeggieTales is at it again -

for 3 more weeks in July at St. John's.

 

St. John's Vacation Bible School

JuLy 9, 16, & 23  (all Sundays)

from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

 

Kids (and adults!) can participate in one or all sessions.

Visiting grandkids are welcome!

 

Registration forms at the back of the church and at coffee hour.

(Walk-ins are also welcomed --  just come!)

 

For information, contact Sue Erb at 689-5128 or suerb@aol.com.

Sunday School Planning
    Plans are underway for Sunday School for the Fall. And we need YOUR help!
    The curriculum this coming year will be "All Things New--The Curriculum for Today's Episcopal
Children" from Morehouse Publishing.
    Teachers are in place for the preconfirmation and confirmation classes. But a couple teachers
and some helpers are needed to work with the younger children. Please prayerfully consider if this
might be a ministry for YOU!
    For information about Sunday School, contact Sue Erb at 689-5128 or suerb@aol.com.

 

Youth Help Needed!
    Mrs. Erb is in need of several Youth (and a couple adults) to assist with the children's games and
activities area at the Parish Fair on July 15. If you can help, contact her at 689-5128 or
suerb@aol.com.



Announcing:

The  2006  St.   J O H N 's    F A I R
 

Saturday, JULY 15 

9:00 am -  4:00 pm

 

Your - yes, YOUR - help is Needed!
 

organizers  (ie. delegators)

workers  (ie. "grunt" crew)

donators

cooks

smiling faces

children's games and activities

    (face-painting, splash the rector, games of chance....)

 

we're looking for items such as

    children's prizes

    crafts,

    books,

    good ("used not abused") white elephant items,

    Christmas in July items

    baked goods

    a chili cook off?  sure!

 

Contact the Chairperson, Jeanne Damirgian, at 698-5684 or e-mail at:

jdamirgian@comcast.net



C r a f t     F e s t I v a l

Saturday  August  12th

9 AM  to   3 PM

Come!!   Come!!

 Food Treats

New  Crafts  of  all  Kinds

Unique Hand-Crafted Items

In our Pavilion and around the Grounds

St. John's Episcopal Church

Route 191 just south of

Route 590 in Hamlin

For  more  info   &   RENTAL  of  tables

call  Babs  or  Vito     698-0469



THANK YOU  THANK YOU

Our heartfelt thanks goes out to Peter & Rozlyn Leslie for their generous donation of

two ceiling fans for the church.  The fans really make a difference in moving the air

around in the church.  They were installed in time for a hot weekend and were much

appreciated.  Thanks so much for your thoughtfulness!!

Pete & Roz are still out in Wyoming, and will return the second or third week in July.

We are looking forward to seeing you again.

St.  CATHERINE’S   NEWS

St. Catherine's Guild has had a busy month of June.  On June 10th we staffed a

Rummage Sale, which brought in approximately $400 for St. John's.  Then on the 18th

we made a Father's Day Breakfast for the men in the parish that were in town.

Our next & biggest venture is our Annual Strawberry Festival. It is being held on July

1st.  We hope everyone will come and enjoy the delicious strawberries and cream.

There will be Lola's beautiful Jewelry for sale, an Afghan to raffle, and miscellaneous

items along with yummy baked good for sale.

My thanks goes out to all the worker bees - Fran Clift, Susan Dimmick, Fran Hager,

Marie Helm, Bobbie Hraba, Lorraine Kempf, Lola Kuehnapfel, Jennette Mattes, Mary

& Fred Milan, Vito Montone and all the parishioners who baked for our sale.  All good

works are powered by your generous contribution!

At our next meeting on Friday July 21st at 1 PM, we will be preparing items for the

ditty bag donation to the Victim's Intervention Program.  We still could use:

- Hand lotion (travel size) -deodorant (travel size)

- Shower caps - combs

If you prefer, you could give a cash donation and we will purchase the items.

Next month, we are going to read the book 'Joshua' and have a discussion afterward.

We would love to have you join us.



C E L E B R A T I O N S
J  U  L  Y

BIRTHDAYS

  1 Douglas Englert

  6 Terry Lynn Dowdell

  7 James Hraba, Peggy O’Connor

11 Ruth Luyster, Erin Duncan

15 Stephanie & Stephen Kahn

17 Jenna Bauer

24 Andrew Bauer

26 Jaymes Fairfax-Columbo

Look with favor, Lord, on your servants

as they begin another year.  Grant that

they may grow in wisdom and grace,

and strengthen their trust in your

goodness all the days of their life.

AMEN.

ANNIVERSARIES

16 Edith & John Otway,

Kathy & Harold Krieger

20 Darlene & Raymond Moran

A U G U S T

BIRTHDAYS

  2 Andrew Erb, Ryan Weber

  4 Ashley Bauer

  7 Robert Greenwood

  8 Charlie Helm, James Simms

  9 Frances Berger

13 Anthony Locicero

14 Bryan Fairfax-Columbo

24 Jennifer Locicero

27 Frances Hager

28 Matthew Duncan

29 Gina Hraba

31 Christopher & Robert O’Connor

ANNIVERSARIES

17 Susan & Fr. Edward Erb

22 Jim & Pam Kahn

Send your blessing upon your servants, O

God that they may continue to cherish each

other

in faithfulness and patience, In wisdom

and true godliness: that their home may be

a haven

of blessing and peace. AMEN.

St. JOHN’s EPISCOPAL CHURCH
    P. O. Box 118

        Hamlin, PA  18427

     Located along Rt. 191-S

Saturdays 5 pm     -       Holy Communion
Sundays: 8 & 10 am  -  Holy Communion
      9 a.m. Christian Education for all
Holy Days:      Communion replaces M. P.
Monday - Friday:     Morning Prayer 9:00

ADDRESS   SERVICE   REQUESTED
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