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Thirty-three youth and 13 adults attended the Diocese of Bethlehem’s Happening #15 in November, leaving only one 
bed empty in Kirby House, Mountaintop. Happening is a spiritual retreat for senior high youth. “The weekend was 
joyful and abundant,” said the Rev. Demery Bader-Saye, missioner for youth, “with opportunities for reflection, 
creative worship, and shared faith.” Alex Linne of Christ Church, Stroudsburg, wearing a hat in the back row on 
the far left, served as youth rector. “He led the weekend insightfully and with a spirit of love,” Demery said. “After a 
talk on the sacraments, participants were invited to join one of three groups for a creative response – to write a 
poem, compose lyrics to a song, or to paint a portrait – depicting the tangible qualities of God’s grace, given so 
freely to us all in baptism and Eucharist.” Next year’s rector, Megan Cole of the Church of the Redeemer, Sayre, 
is kneeling in the front row, third from the left. A small group from the Diocese of New York attended in 
preparation for their first Happening. 

During Happening’s Saturday Morning Prayer 
service, three Happeners (Tawana Nicholas, 
Will Gamber, and Laura Emert) were invited 
to sculpt clay, just as God the potter molds us 
and fashions us into the people we were created 
to be (Isaiah 64:8). 

Happening photos, paintings and perceptions 
After a talk on the sacraments, Happeners were invited to join a group to write a poem, compose lyrics to a song or 
create something in paint about the tangible qualities of God’s grace so freely given in baptism and Eucharist. 
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Happening photos, paintings and perceptions 
After a talk on the sacraments, Happeners were invited to join a group to write a poem, compose lyrics to a song or 
create something in paint about the tangible qualities of God’s grace so freely given in baptism and Eucharist. 

By Laura Emert 

Gently flowing, everlasting 
your love washes over me 
strong like a mighty river, 

but as a gentle small stream 
your love washes over me 

My sins float away 
like a twig over a waterfall 
your love washes over me 

The cool waters refresh me 
and reawaken me to purity 
your love washes over me 
Though I leave the waters 

and return to reality 
your love washes over me. 

By Julia Merchant 

Like a waterfall 
the water drowns me in love. 

In an endless embrace 
the warmth of wine flows over me 

and like a powerful song 
it swims in my veins, filling me up. 

With its humble make, 
the bread brings me closer to my roots, 

together with the earth. 
Mellowing, earthy, dry taste. 

I can feel the generations that come before 
me... who drank this same wine, ate this same 

bread and were refreshed by this water. 
These things flow in us and between us. 

Cleansing, filling, and warming us all. 

Pictures painted by small groups of Happeners in response 
to a talk on the sacraments. 
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Pour the water 
Cleanse the soul 

Flowing water makes you whole Rinse away, 
all your sins 

Holy Spirit lies within 
(Swoosh!) 
We believe 

Come believe 
Join us as we break bread together 

We believe 
Come receive 

wholesome wine together as family. 

Happening photos, paintings and perceptions 
After a talk on the sacraments, Happeners were invited to join a group to write a poem, compose lyrics to a song or 
create something in paint about the tangible qualities of God’s grace so freely given in baptism and Eucharist. 

Pictures painted by small groups of Happeners in response 
to a talk on the sacraments. 

Happening #16 

November 10-12, 2006 

More information: 
The Rev. Demery Bader-Saye 

dbader-saye@diobeth.org 
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Additional verses for the Taize Community song, 
Eat This Bread, were written by the Happening 
music group in response to a talk on the sacraments: 


