
PROCEEDINGS 

of the 

135th DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

October 13 and 14, 2006 

Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Format of these Minutes: 

Business in Order Before the Convention 

Presentation, explanation, discussion; Item before convention 
for action 

Action taken by Convention 

First Session, 1:03 PM, Friday, October 13, 2006 

Called to Order (“Order” including silencing cell phones) by 
Bishop Paul, and begun with a prayer and hymn. The bishop 
requested and received a motion to dispense with the roll call. 

The roll call was omitted by unanimous consent. 

The Bishop then requested the Privilege of Seat and Voice for 
Clergy Licensed to Officiate, and Lay Members of Diocesan 
Staff, Diocesan Council, the Incorporated Trustees, 
Commission on Ministry, Standing Committee, Evangelism 
Commission, and Committees and Commisions presenting 
resolutions. 

Unanimously granted. 

The Bishop's address 

The Bishop gave his annual address to the convention, which 
will be found elsewhere in this Journal. 

Special Order: Thanks to Diocese 

Ms. Joan Flint, Treasurer of St. Mark’s Church, New Milford 
and their delegate to this convention, expressed the thanks of 
that parish to the diocesan community for their generous help 
and prayers in dealing with the serious damage to the parish 
property occasioned by the breaking of the earthen dam at 
New Milford and the consequent flooding. 
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Nominations to Elected Positions 

The Rev. Canon Jane Teter presented the report of the 
nominating committee, beginning with the nomination of the 
Secretary of the Diocese, the Rev. Canon George C. Loeffler. 

Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

The secretary affirmed that a quorum was present, as required 
by canon. 

Canon Teter then stated the nomination of: 

 Mr. W. Richard Guyer, as Treasurer; 

 Mr. R. Bruce Reiner, as Assistant Treasurer; 

 Charles H. Welles, Esq., as Chancellor; 

 Ms. Linda J. Shifter, as Registrar. 

There were no other nominations in response to the Bishop's 
invitation for them. 

Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

Summary Table, Elected Officers 

Secretary The Rev. Canon George C. Loeffler 

Treasurer Mr. W. Richard Guyer 

Ass’t Treasurer Mr. R. Bruce Reiner 

Chancellor Charles H. Welles, Esq. 

Registrar Ms. Linda J. Shifter 

Nominations to Committees and Commissions 

Canon Teter placed the nominations for other positions (as 
stated elsewhere in the report of the Nominating Committee) 
before the Convention. After a request from the chair for any 
nominations from the floor, there were none. Canon Teter 
accordingly moved that all nominees in uncontested elections 
be elected by a single voice vote. 

Approved unanimously. 

Nominations were declared closed. 

Under the direction of Mr. Mark Tillotson,  

Ballots were distributed, marked, and collected for counting. 
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Matters of Reference 

The Bishop announced that resolutions for canonical changes 
had to be announced the day before they were acted upon. He 
then asked for any resolutions not in the preprint, which 
would have to be accepted for action by vote of the convention, 
and there were none. The Rev. Peter Harer, chairman of the 
Committee on Constitution and Canons then formally 
introduced Resolutions I, J, and K (involving changes to 
canons). The Bishop referred them to the committee on 
resolutions. 

No immediate action required. 

New Clergy, and Clergy in New Positions 

The Bishop introduced: - 

The Rev. Peter D’Angio.................................................Interim, Trinity, Pottsville 

The Rev. Daniel Gunn ..................................... Rector, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 

The Rev. Trula Hollywood ................................................ Rector, Trinity, Athens 

The Rev. Lou Divis.................................................Deacon, Prince of Peace, Dallas 

The Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling .....................Deacon, St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville 

The Rev. Craig Sweeney ................................... Rector, Epiphany, Clarks Summit 

The Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan .................... Rector, St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl 
 & St. Mary’s, Wind Gap 

The Rev. William Warne ....................Priest-in-Charge, Good Shepherd, Scranton 

The Rev. Joseph DeAcetis .............Priest-in-Charge, Ss Mark & John, Jim Thorpe 

The Rev. Jane Bender................................ Priest-in-Charge, All Saints, Lehighton 

The Rev. Canon Charles Morris.............. Priest-in-Charge, St. John’s, Palmerton 

The Rev. Charles Cesaretti....................................... Interim, St. Paul’s, Montrose 

The Rev. Susan Cembalisty ...........................................Interim, Grace, Honesdale 
 & Christ, Indian Orchard 

Ordained & Received since last convention: 

The Rev. Trula Hollywood, Priest 

The Rev. Lou Divis, Deacon 

The Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling, Deacon 

Clergy who have died since last convention: 

The Rev. Canon F. Brian Williams 

The Rev. Donald Brand 
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New Clergy etc. Continued 

Clergy Spouses who have died since last convention: 

Mary Ann Mauger 

Clergy Children who have died since last convention: 

William Shattuck Marshall 

Clergy Widows who have died since last convention: 

Jacqueline Smythe (William) 

Diocesan Staff: 

The Bishop introduced the Diocesan Staff: 

Barbara Lewis ..............................................Administrative Assistant for Programs 

Cindy Bakos........................................................................................ Bookkeeper 

Rosemary Kleintop............. Administrative Assistant for Program Ministries, Data 

Linda Shifter ...........................Administrative Assistant to the Bishop & Archdeacon 

Bruce Reiner.....................................................................................Assistant Treasurer 

Kat Lehman .................................. Information Technology Coordinator & Webmaster 

Dan Charney ...............................................................................Stewardship Missioner 

Char Horst.................................................................................. Development Missioner 

The Rev. Canon Bill Lewellis ............................................ Communication Minister 

The Rev. Canon George Loeffler .......................................Chaplain to the Ordinary 

The Rev. Debra Kissinger...........................Missioner to Children & Child Advocate 

The Rev. Demery Bader-Saye ..................................................... Missioner for Youth 

The Rev. Canon Jane B. Teter ....................................................Canon for Ministries 

The Ven. Howard Stringfellow.......................................................... Archdeacon 

The Ven. Richard Cluett...........Archdeacon Emeritus; chaplain to retired clergy; 
 advisor to the world mission committee. 

Reports to Convention 

(All Reports of elected committees, program ministries, and diocesan staff were 
submitted by title and are found on pp. 45-70 of the Convention Preprint; the report 
of the Liturgy and Music Commission was passed out at the Convention). 
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Announcements and procedural matters 

The Offering at the Eucharist will be divided, 2/3 to Sudan 
and 1/3 to the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania for aid to the 
Amish community recovering from the murders and 
woundings of ten young girls at school. 

The interim dean of the Cathedral, the Ven. Rick Cluett, greeted 
the Convention, reviewed the locations of cathedral facilities 
and schedules of hearings on budget and resolutions. 

Adjournment 

The First Session was adjourned, and the hearings followed. 
The afternoon concluded with Evensong, after which the 
company moved to the Masonic Temple for the banquet. 

Second Session, October 14, 2006, 10:40 A.M. (Preceded by the Convention 
Eucharist) 

Called to order by Bishop Paul. 

Resolutions – for details see the section on resolutions elsewhere in the Journal. 

Mr. Richard Guyer, Treasurer, presented and moved the 
adoption of Resolution A, on the Budget. The Assessment rate 
applied to Normal Operating Income would remain at 12% for 
the year. 

Unanimously approved. 

The Rev. Henry Pease presented and moved Resolution B, the 
2007 Clergy Salary Schedule, featuring a 4% cost-of-living 
increase for both clergy and lay employees, and setting the 
schedule of emolument and travel reimbursement for supply 
clergy. 

Unanimously Approved. 

Intercalation: Election Results 

Mr. Mark Tillotson took the floor to report the Election results. 
The complete table of new committee members elected follows: 
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Election results, continued 

Commission on Ministry - Clergy The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn 

Commission on Ministry - Clergy The Rev. Elizabeth Haines 

Commission on Ministry - Lay Ms. Robin A. Yedlock 

Diocesan Council - Clergy The Rev. Canon Ginny Rex Day 

Diocesan Council - Clergy The Rev. Andrew T. Gerns 

Diocesan Council - Lay Mr. Thomas Jamieson 

Diocesan Council - Lay Mr. Stephen J. Meck 

Diocesan Council - Lay Ms. Margaretta Goodbody Niles 

Ecclesiastical Court - Clergy The Rev. Canon Joseph N. Leo 

Ecclesiastical Court - Clergy The Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk 

Ecclesiastical Court - Lay Mr. Raymond A. Arcario 

Ecclesiastical Court - Lay Ms. Rita Piovane 

Incorporated Trustees - Clergy The Rev. John R. Francis 

Incorporated Trustees - Lay Mr. George S. Maniatty 

Standing Committee - Clergy The Rev. T. Scott Allen 

Standing Committee - Lay Ms. Elizabeth H. House 

Resolutions – Continued 

Resolution C, authored by the Diocesan Peace Commission, 
was withdrawn by them as being a duplicate of Resolution M. 

Resolution L, calling all to commit to the “Holy Habits” was 
submitted by Ms. Elizabeth House, chair of the Resolutions 
Committee, in amended form as follows: 

This 135th Convention of the Diocese of Bethlehem, in response to the 
General Convention Resolution on Holy Habits, encourages all members of 
the Church to develop a personal spiritual discipline by adopting the 
resolution below: 

 Be it Resolved That in recognition of the church's tradition of calling us 
 to work, pray, and give for the spread of God's kingdom, all members 
 of the Episcopal Church are encouraged to develop a personal 
 spiritual discipline that includes, at a minimum, the holy habits of 
 daily personal prayer and study, tithing, Sabbath time, and weekly 
 corporate worship. 

 (Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page 

and be it further 

Resolved, That those attending this 135th Diocesan Convention be given the 
opportunity to sign the following Declaration: 

 As Christian stewards and members of the Episcopal Church, we 
 affirm that we are tithing as a minimum standard of our giving, or 
 have adopted a plan to work toward tithing by increasing our giving 
 by a least 1% of our income each year; and that, we are committed to 
 share our time and talent and to give priority to corporate worship, 
 personal daily prayer and study, and Sabbath time in our own lives—
 and we invite all members of this diocese to join us; 

and be it further 

Resolved That we, the delegates of this 135th Diocesan Convention, commit 
ourselves to present this declaration to the Vestries of our parishes for their 
prayerful consideration, signatures, and dissemination to members of our 
congregations for similar action; 

and be it further 

Resolved That those signature lists be returned to the Diocesan Stewardship 
Missioner for compilation and distribution to any who request copies of the 
final document. 

Note: Copies of this resolution will be found at the Stewardship Commission 
table, and if the Resolution is approved, will also be distributed to each 
parish delegation — to be signed first by those attending Convention, and, 
then, to be copied and distributed as needed in the parish. 

There were some supportive comments. 

Passed, with some negative votes. 

Resolution M, the Millenium Development Goals of the 
General Convention, which requested local diocesan approval, 
was moved by Ms. House. There was one question as to which 
year’s budget would be affected, and the Bishop affirmed that 
it would be 2008. 

Passed, almost unanimously. 

The Rev. Peter Harer, chair of the Committee on Constitution 
and Canons, moved that Resolutions I, J, and K concerning 
parishes in difficulty under review, at risk, and being closed, 
respectively – be considered as a unit, the convention 
concurring: 

Agreed to by a large majority. 
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Resolutions, continued 

The matters dealt with in Resolutions I, J, and K were originally 
the subject of a single resolution proposed by Diocesan Council 
at the 2005 Convention. The Committee on Constitution and 
Canons recognized that action was needed, but that it would be 
too difficult and time-consuming to attempt to perfect the 
resolution by amendment in the full convention; hence it was 
moved and voted to postpone consideration of the subject until 
this year. This action completes the obligation to do so. 

The Committee was asked to accept two “friendly” 
amendments [not requiring motion and vote]: to change 
Resolution I, Section 2, Condition 4, to read: 

4. The Parish has failed to call a rector after a reasonable  
period of time and reasonable effort; 

and, in Resolution J (agreed to refer to Canon XXIX, not the 
rather bizarre rendition of the Roman number as printed), the 
opening paragraph in Section 1 to read in part: 

... may declare the parish to be an Imperiled Parish a parish at 
risk, and ... 

The Committee agreed to the changes. 

The principal concern expressed by members of last year’s 
convention was the possibility of using the powers in the new 
canon arbitrarily without due weight given to the concerns of 
the affected parish, having in mind that those powers would be 
in the hands of future bishops and councils now unknown. 
This concern arose again in question from the floor about the 
interpretation of “Reasonable”; the Chancellor then pointed out 
that the diocesan authorities must have some leeway to 
respond to particular circumstances in timely fashion, and that 
view was tacitly accepted. 

Passed, almost unanimously. 

Resolution N, to renew our companion diocese relationship 
with Kajo-Keji in Sudan. Moved by Ms. House. This is a 
required routine renewal to effect the relationship. 

Passed Unanimously. 
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Resolution G, Active Nonviolence Training, was moved by 
Ms. House as amended by the Resolutions Committee as 
follows: 

Be it Resolved, That the 135th Diocesan Convention urge the Diocese, parishes, and institutions of the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem to adopt and support nonviolence training for personal and social change, to assist them in 
addressing conflicts, controversies, and divisions; to respond to violence, oppression, and injustice at all levels, including 
issues of racism, social and economic injustice, crime, and domestic violence; and where possible to foster trainings 
that represent a diversity of perspectives within communities, including intergenerational trainings for youth/young 
adults with adults; and further, that each parish be invited to identify candidates to attend training to become training 
facilitators in the Diocese, parish, and their local community. 

Explanation 
 
General Convention Resolution DO18 follows resolutions commending active nonviolence training for all parishes and 
Dioceses from 2000 and 2003, and the Executive Council meeting in Austin, Texas, in February 2005, that: 
“commend to the whole church the Episcopal Peace Fellowship's new training in Creative Peacemaking and urge 
Dioceses and congregations to consider how such training might help Episcopalians address the culture of violence in 
their homes, their workplaces, their congregations, and our society at large.” 
 
The July, 2000, General Convention resolution noted that making peace must start within ourselves, and to adopt the 
pledge of nonviolence: I commit myself: 
 
      1.”To become, with God's help, a nonviolent and peaceable person. 
 
      2. “To respect myself, to affirm others, and avoid uncaring criticism, hateful words, physical attacks, and self- 
            destructive behavior. 
 
      3”To share my feelings honestly, to look for safe ways to express my anger, and to work at solving problems  
           peacefully.” 

 
Peacemaking training is a dynamic tool for personal and social transformation and builds on the nonviolent teachings 
of Jesus of Nazareth. It also draws inspiration from peacemakers such as Gandhi, Dorothy Day, Coretta and Martin 
Luther King, Jr., Desmond Tutu, Margaret Lawrence, Rosa Parks, and many others. We are half-way through the 
United Nations “Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence,” and it is critical to mainstream the principles and 
practice of active nonviolence to counter the violence at all levels of our culture and in the global environment, from the 
home, school, work-place, church, and community to the international context. Active Nonviolence is quickly becoming 
an established and well-respected spiritual formation and academic discipline that provides effective alternatives to 
violence and injustice, promoting both personal and cultural transformation. 
 
The Episcopal Peace Fellowship partners with FOR (The Fellowship of Reconciliation) for program development, using a 
trusted curriculum developed for over a decade. 
 
The Diocesan Peace Commission has begun planning for Nonviolence Basic Training to be provided in the next funded 
year and has submitted a budget request, which will be considered for the 2008 budget, which includes covering the 
cost of this training to be provided by the FOR. 

Passed with one dissenting vote. 
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Resolutions, continued 

Resolution H, Stewardship of Relationships, was moved by 
Ms. House as amended by the Resolutions Committee to 
eliminate the request that the delegates, having personally 
taken the action required by the resolution, propose it to their 
parishes upon arriving home. 

Discussion “con” was that such civil behavior shouldn’t require 
a resolution, and “pro” affirmed it as a reminder. 

Defeated in a divided vote. 

Resolution D, Fundamental Immigration Principles, was 
moved by Ms. House. The Chair at once moved to limit debate 
to 20 minutes, which took precedence:- 

Passed by required 2/3 majority 

An attempt at further subsidiary motions to avoid considering 
this matter was resolved by the Chair’s suggestion that it be 
recommitted to the originating Peace Commission, which 
suggestion was adopted by the speaker with the floor, who so 
moved. 

Passed, 110 ayes to 72 noes. 

Resolution E, Condemning the use of Torture, moved by Ms. 
House, caused explicit questions of political motivation to arise 
in discussion. The fact that General Convention had placed 
ECUSA explicitly on record to this effect and had asked all 
dioceses to express their support quieted further discussion. 

Passed in a divided vote. 

Resolution F, End the war in Iraq, moved by Ms. House, 
evoked much the same sort of discussion. In this case, the 
realization that the question was not on the lengthy explanation 
given, but on the motion itself, which was fundamentally 
unexceptionable, allowed debate to end. 

Passed in a divided vote. 

Committee on Claims of Clergy & Lay Deputies to Seats 
The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit, Chair 

No action required 

Committee on Charters and Admissions of New Parishes & Missions 
The Rev. Ray Harbort, Chair 

No action required 

Committee on the Dispatch of Unfinished Business 
The Rev. Mary Kisner, Chair 

No action required 
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Committee on Resolutions of Courtesy 

Resolutions of Courtesy, as presented by the Rev. Canon Anne 
Kitch and approved by the convention: 

Resolved, we express our deep gratitude to the Cathedral – our home away from home—for providing for yet another 
year- generous hospitality in a multitude of forms for this annual family gathering. We appreciate and thank the staff, 
choir, and the many members of the Cathedral involved in the facilitation of our activities, and in general for the “care 
of the diocesan flock” during these important days. 
 
Resolved, we offer our thanks and prayers to our Presiding Bishop Frank T. Griswold as the national Church bids him 
farewell in November at the conclusion of his term; remembering his leadership, we wish him rest and relaxation 
before whatever comes next. We further resolve that in celebration of “it's a girl”... we rejoice in the election of 
Katharine Jefferts Schori as our new Presiding Bishop, and in this year of special affirmation and celebration of the 
30th Anniversary of women priests, we offer commendation, prayers and our promise of continuing support for all 
ordained women who tirelessly seek to lead others to Christ in a multitude of venues in this Church. 
 
Resolved, we send our congratulations to the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania on the election of Nathan Baxter as their 
new Bishop. 
 
Resolved, we honor Bishop Manasseh for his faithful ministry and acknowledge his retirement, wishing him rest after a 
race well-run by a good and faithful servant, and rejoicing in our continued relationship with the Diocese of Kajo Keji . 
 
Resolved, we thank The Rev. Henry Pease, who this year retires as President of the Standing Committee, for his quiet, 
dependable involvement and his often unsung labor on behalf of our clergy and people in many areas of diocesan life. 
 
Resolved, we praise and thank Marlene Hartshorne for her enthusiastic and dedicated service to this diocese as 
President of the Episcopal Church Women for the past nine years--a ministry graciously undertaken and fulfilled. We 
offer prayers, encouragement and support to the new ECW president, Jane Nurse.  
 

Resolved, we remember fondly David Reed and his many years of service to this Diocese and community, in particular 
hi gentle and firm voice when announcing ballot results,and we offer our love to his family, parish, and friends as they 
continue to grieve over his loss. We also remember with love and gratitude departed clergy of this diocese: the Rev. 
Donald Brand and the Rev. Canon Bryan Williams. May their souls and the souls of all the departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace. 
 
Resolved, we commend all those who remind us of our call to “do unto others” particularly Jack Moulton for his 
continuing advocacy of ERD, The Rev. Hazel Hunt for her dedication to UTO, and Cathy Bailey for assuming the 
ministry as the new UTO coordinator, and especially to the ECW for once again initiating a collection of clothing for 
children in need. 
 
Resolved, we rejoice with Bishop Paul in this tenth year of his Episcopacy and we praise him and the diocesan staff 
which has provided leadership that can best be described as: 

• overflowing with bread 
• healing 
• technologically exciting 
• full of the Gospel, preached with and without words 
• mission bound 
• ecumenical 
• influenced by a revelatory 14 hour dusty bus ride 
• compassionate 
• abundant in peculiar treasures 
• lucubratory* ............................................................................................................................ see next page 
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Adjournment 

It was moved and seconded to adjourn. 

Convention adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
The Rev. Canon George C. Loeffler, 

Secretary 

 

 

*Pertaining to lucubration, meditative, learned; composed by candlelight, or by night; of or 
pertaining to night studies. Lucubrate, verb; to work, write or study laboriously, esp. at night; 
to write learnedly. Lucubration, noun; a literary effort of solemn nature. laborious work, study, 
or thought, especially at night. 

Alexander Pope (1711) “You must have a sober dish of coffee and a solitary candle at your 
side to write an Epistle lucubratory to your friend.” 

Whereas these resolutions may have been lucubratory in their generation one 
suspects that Canon Kitch’s dish of coffee was not sober. 
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