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“It could not have happened at a 
better time,” reports Lynn Senick, 
director of the Trehab Food Bank, 
which serves Susquehanna County. 
“Our shelves are near empty, and 
donations are way down just when 
we are heading into the season with 
the most need.” Senick was refl ecting 
on the success of the Empty Bowl 
Project which was held in Montrose 
on Saturday, November 8. The event 
was held at Historic St. Paul’s Church, 
Montrose, and raised over $1,500 for 
the Food Bank and the Feed A Friend 
(Thanksgiving) Program.

The Empty Bowl Project had its 
beginning in 1990 when a high school 
art teacher in Michigan helped his 
students solve a problem of creativity – 
how to raise money for a food drive.

The solution was a class project to 
make ceramic bowls for a fundraising 
meal. Guests were served a simple meal 
of soup and bread and were invited to 
keep the bowl as a reminder of world 
hunger.

The project has now spread across the 
country and this year the Summerhouse 
Grill, the Butternut Gallery & Second 
Story Books, and Historic St. Paul’s 
brought it to Susquehanna County. 
“We had potters from across the county 
make and donate 140 bowls to the 
Project,” says Betty Breyden of the 
Butternut Gallery. “They gave of their 

Empty Bowl Project at St. Paul’s Montrose 
benefi ts county food banks
BY CHARLES CESARETTI

time and talents to make this a unique 
experience and success.”

Homemade soup and bread was served 
from noon to 2:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
Parish House. A $10 donation at the 
door gave the patron a handmade bowl, 
homemade soup and bread – with all 
the proceeds benefi ting the Trehab 
food banks in Montrose and Oakland. 
The Susquehanna Food Banks serve an 
average of 438 families per month.

“Along with the special bowls, 
volunteers made homemade soup and 
bread,” opined Marilyn Anthony of 
the Summerhouse Grill in Montrose. 

Anthony made a vegetarian pea soup. 
Father Jerry Safko, pastor of Holy Name 
of Mary Roman Catholic Church made 
a butternut squash soup. Mike Shinger of 
St. Paul’s made a minestrone soup. 

“It is amazing to witness our community 
coming together to address the needs in 
our community,” says Father Charles 
Cesaretti of St. Paul’s. “Along with the 
artists, cooks, bakers, and volunteer 
servers, we had local businesses support 
the effort, especially Pump N Pantry and 
Price Chopper.”

 Volunteers serve patrons of the Empty Bowl Project at St. Paul’s Montrose. The event benefi ted the 
Susquehanna Food Banks.

In response to a group of laypersons 
in Montrose seeking a Sunday evening 
service, Historic St. Paul’s has been 
hosting a monthly Offi ce of Vespers 
at 5 p.m. on the second Sunday of 
the month. The service has slowly 
grown over the past months and the 
attendance in November was 95.

“We are grateful to St. Paul’s,” 
opines Mary Lee Fitzgerald, who 
chairs the steering committee. “As 
a community we are able to gather 
for this service in a beautiful worship 
space.”

The Rule of St. Benedict (530-43) 
gave form and content to the evening 
hour worship. St. Benedict gave it the 
name vespera. A number of candles are 
lighted, not only to give light, but also 
for symbolic purposes.

“It is a great joy to join at Vespers,” 
reports Father Jerry Safko,       TO PAGE A7        

Sunday Vespers in Montrose 
attracts people from many traditions
BY CHARLES CESARETTI

In November, 19 church school students 
formed the Combined Youth Choir of 
Montrose to sing at the monthly Vesper 
Service at St. Paul’s Montrose. 

INSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE

Fear and the Future              
Advent is darkness, permission 
for each of us to enter the heartʼs 
fearful dark places we try so 
hard to ignore most of the time. 
Advent reminds us that longing 
is fi ne, that crying out for God is 
great, but that self-assessment and 
change need to be done to make 
room for Christ. For it is not God 
who keeps the fruits of the earth 
from reaching those who starve, 
it is not God who hoards power 
and wealth, it is not God who 
abandons spouse and children 
to scratch a mid-life itch. Advent 
suggests hope, the belief and the 
feeling that, in the long run, life 
makes sense. [Bishop Paul, A2]

Episcopalians for 
Global Reconciliation                
Transformed lives, a just nation, 
a healed world, a restored earth. 
“What Bethlehem has done is 
certainly a model for the entire 
church for the global mission 
potential of a capital campaign. But 
itʼs so much more than that.” [A2]

Twelve Days of 
Christmas for Kajo Keji                                           
On the twelfth day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me … 
twelve basketballs-a-bouncing, 
eleven plastic chairs, ten ropes 
for jumping, nine balls for 
kicking, eight sturdy tables, 
seven machines-a-sewing, six 
hens-a-laying, fi ve yards of fabric 
… four bicycles, three wind-up 
radios, two water jugs and a solar 
lantern in the dark to see. [A3]

In Jim Thorpe                             
The free community supper 
is just one of many free 
community outreach programs 
provided by parishioners at 
St. Markʼs/St. Johnʼs. [A4]

New Hope Campaign                
We are rapidly nearing completion 
of the fi rst of our fi ve primary 
schools. Our school at Romogi 
will serve as a model for the 
rest of the county. As you read 
this, the roof should be on and 
the carpentry work should be in 
process. [Charlie Barebo, A5]

Seasonal rituals at home nurture faith                                     
Canon Anne Kitchʼs In-Formation 
in Bethlehem column. [A6]

Bishopʼs Day with Youth [A6]

Senior High Mission Trip [A6]

Calendar and Cycles of Prayer [A7]

Christmas greetings from 
Bishop Paul, Bishop Jack 
and Diocesan Staff [A8]



Fear and the Future
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ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

I tend to feel sharply contrasting 
emotions around Christmastime, and 
feel them simultaneously, as do many of 
us, I suspect. 

Darkness

This is our fi rst holiday period after 
my father’s death. As Advent comes 
upon us, I feel rather than see the 
darkness.

Of course that happens every year. 
In the northern hemisphere, Advent 
comes as the world is darkening, as 
things always appear to be dying. I am 
particularly aware this year that someday 
Advent will arrive and I will not be here 
to greet it because I, too, will be dead. 

On the road to acceptance of one’s 
mortality there are feelings of futility, of 
cynicism, of anger. My light shines so 
dimly; and the darkness, the afternoon 
darkness, the winter darkness, the last 
darkness, seem likely to overcome it.

So, one old prayer for Advent 
began, “Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy 
power, O Lord, and come.” Advent 
is fi rst and foremost about humanity 
in the darkness, longing for light to 
come, longing for God to act. Advent is 
permission, invitation, for each of us to 
enter the heart’s fearful dark places that 
we try so hard to ignore most of the time, 
and to cry out, “Stir up your power, Lord, 
and come.”

Longing

To do that is to know something 
of the longing of God’s ancient people, 
who knew bondage, who experienced 
exile, and whose prophet sang, “O that 
Thou wouldst rend the heavens and 
come.” This time of the year is holy 
because we are asked to name in the very 
center of our hearts our common hope 

for humanity’s survival and for its growth 
into a community of peace and equity.

With its memory of John the 
Baptizer, Advent reminds us that longing 
is fi ne, that crying out for God is great, 
but that self-assessment and change need 
to be done to make room for Christ. For 
it is not God who keeps the fruits of the 
earth from reaching those who starve, it 
is not God who hoards power and wealth, 
it is not God who abandons spouse and 
children to scratch a mid-life itch. 

I remember then some more words 
of the fi rst of those “stirrup” prayers. 
“Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy power, O 
Lord, and come, that by Thy protection 
we may be rescued from the threatening 
perils of our sins.”

“Threatening perils of our sins.” 
Unless and until we understand that 
it is business as usual in the human 
community that defi les our life. Unless 
and until we commit ourselves to 
change, to making straight in the desert 
a highway for God, there is very little 
that Christmas, that God, can do for us. 

The unoffi cial fi fth gospel, Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, reminds 
us that for change to happen, detailed 
memory and ruthless self-assessment 
need to come fi rst. That asks us to work, 
work hard, for as Mary and Joseph knew, 
there is no easy road to Bethlehem.

Hope

Advent’s preparation, however, is 
not sustained penitence. The same ears 
that hear “Make straight a highway for 
our God” also hear “Comfort, comfort 
my people, says the Lord.” Advent is 
very much about hope.

Hope is the belief and the feeling 
that, in the long run, life makes sense. 
Hope separates the believer from the 
cynic. The scriptures teach that history 
–– yours, mine, and humanity’s –– is 
going somewhere, and that history has 
the destiny of fulfi llment in God. 

Our sense of where history is going 
in God, our sense that in God our life 
has meaning, these are the foundation 
of hope. Hope generates a positive and 
productive attitude. When everything 
around appears to be in a shambles, hope 
keeps us going, carrying on until victory 
comes. 

Hope for the grieving is also the 
sense of connectedness, of solidarity 
with those we love but can no longer see. 
If is the bone-deep perception that we 
are all headed to reunion, reunifi cation, 
in God. Because hope, in the deepest 

sense of that word, impels us toward our 
destiny and guides our behavior along 
the way.

There is one more thing. During the 
long years of war in Kajo Keji, the one 
thing that was not lost was hope, which 
is why our sisters and brothers there 
were able to move out in New Hope as 
together we live into the reign of God. 

They and we are together experiencing 
what hope tastes like as it is realized in 
lives lived now in a Godward direction.

In the coming of Christ, Christians 
see God’s total commitment to humanity, 
the invitation to lift drooping spirits and 
intensify resolve to live the longed-for 
future in word and deed. In the darkest 
night, we move toward the light. 

This cross, created for the Episcopalians for Global Reconciliati on’s Rule of Life 
(prayer, study, giving, and acti ng), also refl ects the work of the people of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem in our New Hope Campaign. New Hope transforms lives and  creates a just 
nati on, a healed world, and a restored earth. 

Projects supported by the New Hope Campaign contribute to fulfi lling the eight 
goals, known as the Millenium Development Goals, set out by the United Nati ons in 
2000 to halve poverty by 2015.  Presiding Bishop Katharine Jeff erts Schori is committ ed 
to the MDGs and companion relati onships such as the one Bethlehem shares with 
Kajo Keji: “Partnerships in developing countries, oft en through Anglican Churches, are 
essenti al and intrinsic elements of addressing most of the Millennium Development 
Goals.”

The Diocese of Bethlehem has been recognized by The Rev. Mike Kinman, Executi ve 
Director of Episcopalians for Global Reconciliati on, for our bold campaign: ”What 
Bethlehem has done is certainly a model for the enti re church for the global mission 
potenti al of a capital campaign. But it’s so much more than that. It’s a testament to 
the amazing things we can do when we step beyond the bounds of what conventi onal 
wisdom says is possible or advisable and trust a God who calls us to dream dreams 
bigger than even our own imaginati on. The leap of faith the people of Bethlehem have 
taken should inspire us all – individuals, congregati ons, dioceses, our enti re church – to 
look for where God is calling us to take similar leaps of faith and compassion in our own 
lives.” 

With our contributi ons to New Hope, as the E4GR cross reminds us, we partner 
with Christ, who came so that all may have life and have it in all its fullness. Page A3 
provides another way to share our lives with our sisters and brothers in Kajo-Keji. 



On the fi rst day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me a solar lantern, in 
the dark to see.

On the second day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me two water jugs 
and a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the third day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me three wind-up 
radios, two water jugs and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see.

On the fourth day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me four bicycles, 
three wind-up radios, two water jugs and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the fi fth day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me fi ve yards of 
fabric…, four bicycles, three wind-up 
radios, two water jugs and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see.

On the sixth day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me six hens-a-laying, 
fi ve yards of fabric …, four bicycles, 
three wind-up radios, two water jugs and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the seventh day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me seven machines-
a-sewing, six hens-a-laying, fi ve yards of 
fabric …, four bicycles, three wind-up 
radios, two water jugs and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see.

On the eighth day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me eight sturdy 
tables,  seven machines-a-sewing, six 
hens-a-laying, fi ve yards of fabric …, 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR KAJO KEJI
    

Gift                 Cost       Qty      Total  
Solar Lantern $100   ____ _____
Water Jug 5   ____ _____
Wind-up Radio 22   ____ _____
Bike 115   ____ _____
Yard of Fabric 5   ____ _____
Laying Hen 15   ____ _____
Sewing Machine 150   ____ _____
Table 75   ____ _____
Soccer Ball 50   ____ _____
Jump Rope 15   ____ _____
Plastic Chair 12   ____ _____
Basket Ball 30   ____ _____

Amount Enclosed:     ________ 

  Name __________________________________
  Address_________________________________
  City/St/ Zip _____________________________
  Day time phone number____________________
  Congregation ____________________________

Deadline - December 8, 2008
Check with order form written to:

The Diocese of Bethlehem
333 Wyandotte Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Attention: Christmas for Kajo Keji

 
As much as possible, these gifts will be purchased in Africa and will be in 

the hands of the Sudanese in December and early January. These items primarily 
support the schools (the school year begins at the end of January), the Mother’s 
Union and the clergy of Kajo Keji. Bishop Marshall and Bishop Poggo thank you for 
your generosity and wish you and your family a Merry Christmas.
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four bicycles, three wind-up radios, two 
water jugs and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the ninth day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me nine balls 
for kicking, eight sturdy tables, seven 
machines-a-sewing, six hens-a-laying, 
fi ve yards of fabric …, four bicycles, 
three wind-up radios, two water jugs and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the tenth day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me ten ropes for 
jumping, nine balls for kicking, eight 
sturdy tables, seven machines-a-sewing, 
six hens-a-laying hens, fi ve yards of fabric 
…, four bicycles, three wind up radios, 
two water jugs and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas, 
my true friends sent to me eleven plastic 
chairs, ten ropes for jumping, nine balls 
for kicking, eight sturdy tables, seven 
machines-a-sewing, six hens-a-laying, 
fi ve yards of fabric…, four bicycles, three 
wind-up radios, two water jugs and a 
solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the twelfth day of Christmas, my 
true friends sent to me twelve basket balls-a-
bouncing, eleven plastic chairs, ten ropes for 
jumping, nine balls for kicking, eight sturdy 
tables, seven machines-a-sewing, six hens-a-
laying, fi ve yards of fabric …, four bicycles, 
three wind-up radios, two water jugs and a 
solar lantern, in the dark to see.  

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS  FOR KAJO KEJI

Solar LanternSolar Lantern
Simply set in the 
sun to recharge. 
Provide light for 
reading and study. 
Great for teachers 
and clergy.

Water JugWater Jug
Sometimes called a Jerry 

Can. Holds fi ve 
gallons of water 
for transport. 
Highly coveted for 
carrying that most 
precious resource.

Wind-up Radio
News and information is 
hard to come by 
without some 
sort of receiver. 
This requires no 
electricity, just 
keep turning the 
crank.

Bicycle
The favorite mode of 
personal 
transport, 
when traveling 
many miles 
in diverse 
areas. Add a 
basket and you can carry a 
multitude of stuff.

Fabric
Yards and yards –– to make 
school uniforms for all 

the school children 
Highly sought after 
fabric will also give 
those at the sewing 
center resources 
they need to learn 

basic sewing and clothing 
making.

Laying Hen
Full-grown hens will 
produce their 
own reward, 
especially when 
there are lots 
of them –– eggs 

galore –– a great nutritional 
boost. Add a rooster 
to the clutch and keep 
production going.

Sewing Machine
To be used in the sewing 

center, for 
learning to 
construct 
clothing 
as well as 
making school 

uniforms.

Sturdy Table
Indispensable for the 
sewing center, 
schoolrooms, 
laying out 
projects, reading, 
artwork. Everyone 
appreciates a workspace.

Soccer Ball
Great exercise 

and fun with 
or without the 
marked fi eld and 

goals. Great team building 
sport for adults as well 
as kids.

Jump Rope
Exercise that 
keeps on going 
for the individual 

as well as groups. 
Great fun for all 

ages.

Plastic Chair
A highly prized item 
wherever people gather. 
Sewing center, church, 
school, indoors 
and out. So many 
people, so few 
places to sit.

Basketball
All that’s needed is a hoop. 

Eager teens will 
improvise and fi nd 
a spot to attach 
a circle to a pole, 

tree or side of a 
building. Fun for kids 

and grown-ups.

Life is very simple at home in Kajo Keji, Sudan, with no electricity, no 
running water, no plumbing, no fridge, no stove, no phone, no TV, no computer, 
no local hospital, no advertising, no supermarket, no DIY store, no shopping mall, 
no traffi c jams. 

Christmas is very simple in Kajo Keji with no cards, no tree, no wish list, 
no decorations, no lights, no offi ce party, no gift exchange, no revelers, no last 
minute shopping, no pageant, no carolers, no midnight service, no turkey, ham or 
roast with all the trimmings…well, yes, a family dinner with traditional Sudanese 
foods, and a community gathered to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

Singing the Twelve Days of Christmas at Diocesan Convention 
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BY VICTOR IZZO
Times News,tneditor@tnonline.com
Published with permission of The Times 
News, Lehighton

How does a hearty meal of baked 
ziti, salad, rolls, beverages and dessert 
sound for supper?

How about the fact that this meal, 
which is “generous” in more ways than 
one, is also free?

Well that was the case this past 
Sunday thanks to the hard work, 
generosity and fellowship of dedicated 
volunteers of the Episcopal parish of St. 
Mark’s and St. John’s on Race Street in 
Jim Thorpe.

The free community supper is just one 
of the many “free community outreach 
programs” provided 
to the community by 
the church and its 
parishioners. The parish 
has been doing this since 
1998.

The idea for this 
program came from 
parishioners Karen 
Gasker and Tom 
Lager. Tom had been 
their Sunday School 
superintendent and 
Karen was a Sunday 
School teacher and they had seen a 
story about a restaurant up north which 
offered a free meal to people once a 
month. They both thought that it would 
be something the church should try. So, 
they presented the idea to the Vestry and 
the Vestry backed them on it and said 
“go ahead.”

The church supplies the food, most 
of which is bought at local markets which 
help them out a lot, and parishioners do 
the baked goods. Sometimes though, on 
big holidays, they will order some extra 
pies from a local bakery. They receive a 
grant every year from the Mauch Chunk 
Trust Company which gives out money 
to help out with community programs. 

The supper is held every month 
except for June, July, August and 
December. It is held on the 4th Sunday 
of the month from 4 to 6 p.m., unless 
there is a major holiday. Then it may be 
on the Sunday before the holiday.

It’s open to the community with no 
restrictions. They’ll feed anybody as long 
as they come in. At fi rst, in the beginning, 
some people thought of it as just being for 
the poor or the destitute. The volunteers 
at the meal said “absolutely not”. This 
was meant for anybody who wanted to 
walk in. You need not be a parishioner. 
This community outreach program by 
the members of the church has inspired 
people from other areas to try this also.

On average, they get anywhere 
from 125 to 150 people and sometimes 
at holiday meals like Thanksgiving and 

Volunteers ‘outreach’ to their community
Easter they have served up to 200. A 
crew of volunteers comes in to help cook 
starting on Saturday and they fi nish 
up on Sunday from about 1 p.m. until 
serving time. They peel anywhere from 
70 to 80 pounds of potatoes. They also 
clean up afterward and with a good gang 
of cleaning people, they’re usually out of 
there by 7 p.m.

New this month, in addition to 
the free community supper, another 
community outreach program was made 
available for those who wished to take 
advantage of it. Free blood pressure 
testing was available this month and will 
be every month in the future along with 
the supper.

The testing was a done by a new 
physician to the area assisted by two 

nurses. Dr. David 
O’Neill, DO is an 
Osteopath associated 
with Lehighton Medical 
Associates which is an 
affi liate of St. Luke’s 
Hospital and in Jim 
Thorpe is located at 
1206 North Street next 
to the Mauch Chunk 
Pharmacy. Dr. O’Neill 
said that he is a fairly 
laid back guy who likes 
to take time with his 

patients and make them feel comfortable 
and do his best to get a resolution to their 
problems. Dr. O’Neill also noted that he 
likes it here and is presently accepting 
new patients.

In addition to the supper and blood 
pressure checks, St. Mark’s and St. 
John’s church and it’s members have and 
want to try other community outreach 
programs that involve body, mind and 
spirit. They just started a Eucharistic 
Ministry with a few of the parishioners 
trained to go out and give Communion 
to the homebound and nursing home 
residents.

Narcotics Anonymous meets in 
the church every Thursday from 6 to 7 
p.m. and baby-sitting is available. Also, 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets over in 
the Tollman House three times a week, 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 
p.m. New members are welcome in both 
programs. If anybody is interested in 
coming to a meeting, they can call the 
church offi ce and they will give them 
the number of the person to reach. The 
church offi ce number is 570-325-2241.

In the future, St. Mark’s and St. 
John’s church and it’s members are going 
to do free soup and lectures on various 
subjects at the church maybe four or fi ve 
times a year. This, along with all the 
other programs mentioned, are all part 
of their continuing effort to provide free 
outreach programs to the community.

Source URL: http://www.tnonline.com/
node/368058. 

Some of the hard-working dedicated volunteers who make the free community supper and other 
community “outreach” programs possible are, front, left to right: Deb Fry, Gloria Remmel, Cheryl 
Horvath, and Judy Smith; rear, Karen Gasker, Judy Lennon, Tom Lager, and John Horvath. [Photo by 
Victor Izzo/Times News]

The free community 
supper is just one 
of the many “free 
community outreach 
programs” provided 
to the community by 
the church and its 
parishioners.

Are you a Christian educator? 
Whether you are paid or volunteer, lay or 
ordained, work with children, youth, or adults, 
consider joining the nationwide network 
of Christian educators called NAECED: 
National Association for Episcopal Christian 
Education Directors. The list-serve is chock-
full of incredible ideas for Sunday School and 
seasonal programming. Go to www.naeced.
org for more information.
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Dr. David O’Neill, DO gives a blood pressure reading to Mildred Snisky in conjunction with the free 
community supper, which was held last Sunday at St. Mark’s and St. John’s Episcopal Church on Race 
Street in Jim Thorpe. [Photo by Victor Izzo/Times News]

Volunteers provided a hearty meal for anybody who wanted it during their free community supper, which 
is just one program in their community “outreach” programs that involve body, mind and spirit. [Photo 
by Victor Izzo/Times News]



It is Advent and we eagerly prepare 
for Christmas. Our Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, was born in poverty, shivering 
in an animal’s shelter. According to the 
Gospel of St. Matthew 
his family fl ed to Egypt to 
save his life, escaping the 
clutches of King Herod 
who sought to kill all 
Jewish males less than 
two years of age. Religious 
persecution is an age-old 
problem.

I can’t help but see 
the similarities between 
the circumstances 
surrounding Christ’s birth 
and our poor brothers 
and sisters here and in Kajo Keji. Our 
sisters and brothers in Kajo Keji and 
the poor among us await the coming 
of a Savior, spiritually and physically. 
Winter approaches in Pennsylvania. 
Food, warmth and shelter take on new 
priorities. In Kajo Keji, they too are born 
in poverty and they too once fl ed (from 
the Sudan to Uganda) to escape certain 
death due to religious persecution. 

Our New Hope schools will double 
the literacy rate in Kajo Keji County 
in ten short years. In today’s global 
economy how can one compete without 
education?

We can take our good fortune for 
granted. The poor among us do not 
worry about militias murdering entire 
villages because they are Christian. Here, 
public education is a right for all citizens 
to enjoy, regardless of their religion or 
wealth. Here, poor children receive two 
free meals a day at school and a minimal 
form of medical attention. This is not so 
in the Sudan where there are no public 
schools, no free meals, no safety nets.

We are rapidly nearing completion 
of the fi rst of our fi ve primary schools. 
Our school at Romogi will serve as a 
model for the rest of the county. As you 
read this, the roof should be on and the 
carpentry work should be in process. 

How will you prepare for the coming of the Messiah?
The school is scheduled to open January 
9. Say a prayer of thanksgiving that day. 
The college is roughly one third fi nished 
and Bishop Anthony has held some 
ribbon cutting ceremonies.

Due to hyperinfl ation in the Sudan 
and low initial estimates we must raise 
an additional $250,000 to build the last 
two primary schools. Think about those 
two schools this Advent and Christmas 
season. You have the power to help 
insure that generations of children who 
would otherwise remain illiterate receive 
the blessing of an education.

Many worthwhile professional 
philanthropic organizations compete for 
your contributions. It could be a wealthy 
college, the United Way, the Smile 
Train, or the March of Dimes. All are 

good causes complete 
with large development 
budgets, staffed 
with professional 
fundraisers. We 
do not have those 
slick professional 
fundraisers, a large staff 
or a big budget, but we 
do have Jesus Christ 
and ourselves. A gift 
made to the New Hope 
Campaign is a gift given 
to directly support the 

Kingdom of God. It will go to insure that 
children learn to read the Gospels. A gift 
to New Hope has far more leverage than 
almost any other charitable gift you can 
make. One dollar has ten times more 
purchasing power in the Sudan, giving 
your gift great leverage. Where does God 
need your gift to be targeted?

Bishop Paul is one of those rare 
teachers who can take the complex, 
distill it and make it simple yet powerful. 
He did this for me. “Charlie,” he said, 
“Christ gave us only two commands. The 
second one is to love your neighbor as 
yourself.” This has been the foundation 
on which we have built the New Hope 
Campaign. This is the foundation on 
which I have tried to build my new life. 

This Christmas, as I prepare for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus, I visualize a 
shivering Christ child cradled in my 
arms. That shivering Christ in turn holds 
me. I must follow the second command. 
I am asking that my loved ones not give 
me things. Things break or can become 
lost or worn out. An education is a gift 
that lasts a lifetime. I am asking them to 
make a gift in my name to New Hope. I 
think of this as the best gift I can return 
to the Lord this Christmas. 

A gift made to the 
New Hope campaign is 
a gift given to directly 
support the Kingdom 
of God. A gift to New 
Hope has far more 
leverage than almost any 
other charitable gift.

Slow down. Quiet.Slow down. Quiet.

It’s Advent!It’s Advent!
Read about the poster with this title and other Advent resources in Canon 

Anne Kitch’s column, “In-Formation for Bethlehem” on page A6. 
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BY CHARLIE BAREBO

Ribbon cutting at the Canon Benaiah Poggo Bible College.

The building site of the Romogi Primary School, expected to open January 9.

New Hope schools will double the literacy rate in Kajo Keji County.

The Poggo Bible College is open.



BY THE REV. CANON ANNE E. KITCH

In-Formation in BethlehemIn-Formation in Bethlehem             

Advent and Christmas Resources for All Ages

Seasonal rituals at home nurture faith

One of my strongest childhood 
memories is my father’s voice praying 
the Advent collects at our dinner table. 
My father has a beautiful voice, resonant 
and strong. As a child it spoke to me 
of comfort, safety and surety. It was a 
voice you could depend on, like my 
father. Together, my parents created a 
family dinner table that was sacred. We 
gathered there evening after evening, 
said grace, ate our meal and talked with 
one another. Food was passed with casual 
camaraderie, simple fare that my mother 
lovingly prepared with attention to its 
nutritional value … and our souls were 
nurtured at that table as well.

Advent was the best! I loved lighting 
the Advent candles on the wreath that 
always held a place of honor in the 
middle of our oval dining room table. 
Three purple candles and one rose. A 
circle of fresh evergreen branches cut 
from our yard. The delicate wrought 
iron candlesnuffer that my brothers and 
I couldn’t wait to use.

We took turns lighting the candles 
at the beginning of dinner each night. 
Then, as part of grace, my father would 
pray the Advent collect for the week. 
Thus, through ritual, the connection 
between church and home was forged, 
sustained and strengthened.

As a young adult living on my own, 
I continued to look forward eagerly to 
creating my Advent wreath each year. 
I tacked up an Advent calendar in my 
apartment and set up a small crèche. 
When I got married, my husband and I 
combined our family Advent traditions, 
adding a center Christ candle to the 
wreath that we lit on Christmas Eve. 
And now our two children are growing 
up with this rich tradition.

The Advent and Christmas seasons 
offer great opportunities for household 
rituals that strengthen faith. What are 
the important rituals in your household? 
Which ones bring you a sense of delight 
and expectation of the great feast to 
come? Are there rituals that mostly 
create stress that you could do without? 
What choices might you make this 
season that nurture your faith life and 
that of others in your household? 

One of my favorite Advent calendars 
is a poster (available from Church 
Publishing) which says, “Slow Down. 
Quiet. It’s Advent.” Each calendar day 
on the poster offers a simple suggestion 
to keep the focus on Christ as we head 
toward Christmas. Why not slow down, 
take a deep breath during what can be a 
chaotic season, and nurture faith in your 
home.

Story Books for Children
Mouse Tales-Things Hoped For: Advent, 
Christmas, And Epiphany, Ruth L. Boling 
& Tracey D. Carrier
Mary and Her Miracle, Barbara Crafton 
   
The Clown of God, Tomie dePaola
What We Do in Advent, Anne E. Kitch 
 
Probity Jones and the Fear Not Angel, 
Walter Wangerin, Jr.
A Christmas Story, Brian Wildsmith

Calendars
Advent Calendars Church Publishing: 
www.churchpublishing.org

3-D Advent Calendar Liturgy Training 
Publications: www.ltp.org

Church Year Posters Liturgy Training 
Publications: www.ltp.org   

Books For Adults
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus: Advent and 
Christmas with Charles Wesley, Paul Wesley 
Chilcote 
Run Shepherds, Run: Poems for Advent and 
Christmas, L William Countryman
Unplug the Christmas Machine: A Complete 
Guide to Putting Love and Joy Back into the 
Season Jo Robinson, Jean Coppock Staehel
From Holidays to Holy Days: A Benedictine 
Walk Through Advent, Albert Holtz, OSB
The Anglican Family Prayer Book, Anne E. 
Kitch
Between Two Worlds: Daily Readings for 
Advent, Kate Moorehead 
Advent with Evelyn Underhill, Christopher 
Webber
Love Came Down: Anglican Reading for 
Advent and Christmas, Christopher Webber

Opportunities for Alternative Gifts
Gifts for Life with Episcopal Relief and Development: www.er-d.org 

Christmas Gifts for Kajo Keji: www.diobeth.org  (See also page A3.)

Bishop’s Day with Youth in 

New York City! for 6-12 Graders
come enjoy an overnight of fun, discovery and worship at

Nightwatch
a program of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
which includes singing, games, exploration of the beautifully restored historic 
cathedral,  time with Bishop Paul,  a chance to be with other diocesan youth and  a 
candlelight meditation and midnight Eucharist see www.stjohnthedivine.org for more 
info. on Nightwatch & on Saturday, we’ll have lunch at Dave & Buster’s Arcade in 
NYC.

January 30 & 31, 2009
Depart from Bethlehem at 3:30 p.m.  Friday, January 30
Return to Bethlehem at 3:30 p.m.  Saturday, January 31

Cost:  $20 per person – Reduced Cost This Year 
The Bishop’s Gift to You!

(includes Nightwatch program, lodging, charter bus & lunch at Dave & Buster’s)
participants are asked to bring a sack dinner (with drink) for the bus and money for the 
arcade. Parishes are asked to contribute food items for friday night snacks & saturday 
morning breakfast (Demery will be in touch with leaders about this.)

Registration Opens: December 1, 2008 & 
Closes:  January 5, 2009

Space is limited. For link to online registration & medical 
release forms visit the DioBeth Youth website:  www.lifeistasty.org. 

Parishes are asked to send no more than 1 adult for every 5 youth attending.  Parishes 
sending fewer than 5 youth are asked to contact Demery before registering an adult 
for the trip.  Adults must have completed Safeguarding God’s Children training.  
Adults and youth alike need to register online and make full payment* If you need 
a scholarship, check with your parish first.  If your parish is not able to provide a 
scholarship, please contact Demery Bader-Saye, Missioner for Youth (dbader-saye@
diobeth.org)  or 610-417-6973. *Because of Nightwatch payment policies, refunds may 
not be given after Jan. 10.  After that if we can fill your space we will refund your 
money.  If we are not able to fill your space, a refund cannot be given.

Commitment, Energy & Joy in Serving 

           Does This Describe You?                         

We’re Looking to Build a Team 

  for the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem’s 

Sr. High Summer Mission Trip 

      July 25-August 1, 2009
FOR:  Youth Currently in Grades 9-12

TO:  Help the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana

Rebuild Lives & Homes

Destroyed By Hurricanes Katrina & Gustav

applications & info. (for teens & adult chaperones)

will be  available on the diobeth youth website

WWW.LIFEISTASTY.ORG

January 5, 2009

application deadline February 6, 2009

MANDATORY “get to know ya” team overnight March 21-22, 2009

Questions?  Contact Missioner for Youth

Demery Bader-Saye: dbader-saye@diobeth.org

Commitment, EEnergy & Joy in Serving 

          Does This Describe You?                        

We’re Looking to Build a Team

 for the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem’’s 

Sr. High Summer Mission Trip

     July 25-August 1, 2009
FOR:  Youth Currently in Grades 9-12

TO:  Help the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana

Rebuild Lives & Homes

Destroyed By Hurricanes Katrina & Gustav

applications & info. (for teens & adult chaperones)

will be  available on the diobeth youth website

WWW.LIFEISTASTY.ORG

January 5, 2009

application deadline February 6, 2009

MANDATORY “get to know ya” team overnight March 21-22, 2009Y
Questions?  Contact Missioner for Youth

Demery Bader-Saye: dbader-saye@diobeth.org
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Nov. 30: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Christ Church Forest City
Nov. 30: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Carbondale
Nov. 30: Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 5:00 p.m.
Nov. 30: A Procession with Carols for 
Advent, St. Gabriel’s Douglassville, 
5:00 p.m. A light supper will follow.
Dec. 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
Dec. 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to     
St. George’s Nanticoke
Dec. 9: Clergy Bible Study I,    
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 9: Archdeacon’s visit to              
St. Brigid’s Nazareth, 6:00 p.m.
Dec.10: Clergy Bible Study II,            
St Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 10: Festival Service of Lessons & 
Carols for Advent, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 13: Luminaria Night, New 
Bethany Ministries.
Dec. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Brigid’s Nazareth
Dec. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. John’s Palmerton
Dec. 16: Clergy Bible Study III,            
St Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m. 
Dec. 16: Archdeacon’s visit to          
Good Shepherd Scranton, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 17: Clergy Bible Study VI,       
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Dec. 17: Clergy Bible Study VII,        
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 17: Wyoming Valley Band 
Christmas Concert with organist Mark 
Laubach, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 18: Archdeacon’s visit to    
Calvary Tamaqua, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 18: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Good Shepherd Scranton
Dec 21: Messiah Sing-Along with the 
Robert Dale Chorale and orchestra,     
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,        
Wilkes-Barre, 3:00 p.m.

2009
Jan. 4: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Calvary Tamaqua
Jan. 11: Bishop Paul at Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, for 10th anniversary 
rededication of the Austin Organ, 4:00 
p.m., celebrating its enlargement and 
tonal revision. Recital, followed by a 
birthday celebration in Sayre Hall.
Jan. 13: Archdeacon’s visit to            
St. Barnabas Kutztown, 6:00 p.m.

Jan. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Barnabas Kutztown
Jan. 20: Archdeacon’s visit to       
Grace Kingston, 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 22: Diocesan Council,             
Grace Kingston, 6:30 (Snow date, Jan. 29)
Jan. 23: Incorporated Trustees 
meeting, 10:00, Cathedral Bethlehem
Jan. 25: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Prince of Peace Dallas
Jan. 25: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Mark’s/St. John’s Jim Thorpe
Jan. 27: Archdeacon’s visit to      
Trinity West Pittston, 6:00 p.m.
Jan. 30-31: Bishop’s Day with Youth 
(grades 6-12), St. John the Divine, 
NYC. (See page A6)
Feb. 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Grace Kingston 
Feb. 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to    
St. Mark’s Moscow
Feb. 3: Clergy Bible Study I,    
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Feb. 3: Archdeacon’s visit to               
St. Martin’s Mountain Top, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 4: Clergy Bible Study II, St 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 8: Visitation of Bishop Jack to    
St. Martin’s Mountain Top
Feb. 8: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity West Pittston
Feb. 10: Clergy Bible Study III,          
St Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 10: Archdeacon’s visit to      
Trinity Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 15: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 18: Clergy Bible Study VI,      
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Feb. 18: Clergy Bible Study VII,        
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m. 
Feb. 22: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Bethlehem
Feb. 22: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s W-B
Feb. 25: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 26: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
March 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. James Schuylkill Haven
March 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mary’s Reading
March 3: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
March 3: Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 
Pottsville, 6:00 p.m.
March 4: Clergy Bible Study II,          
St Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
March 6-8: Lenten Retreat for 
Women, Bethlehem.

March 8: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Trinity Pottsville
March 8: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Andrew’s Allentown/Bethlehem
March 10: Clergy Bible Study III,       
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
March 11: Clergy Bible Study VI,   
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
March 11: Clergy Bible Study VII,      
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
March 12: Clergy Day
March 13: Incorporated Trustees 
meeting, 10:00, Cathedral Bethlehem
March 22: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
North Parish
March 26: Ian T. Douglas of EDS will 
give the Campbell Lectures, hosted 
by Lehigh County Conference of 
Churches, at Moravin Theological 
Seminary, 4:00 to 9:00 p.m., including 
dinner. 
March 28: Diocesan Training for Ministry 
Day, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. 
March 29: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Epiphany Clarks Summit
March 31: Archdeacon’s visit to        
St. Peter’s Tunkhannock, 6:00 p.m.
April 2: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
April 5: Palm Sunday
April 5: Visitation of Bishop Jack to   
All Saints Lehighton
April 7: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study II,             
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
April 11: Easter Vigil, Bishop Paul at 
St. Gabriel’s Douglassville
April 11: Easter Vigil, Bishop Jack at 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
April 12: Easter Day, Bishop Paul at 
Cathedral Bethlehem
April 14: Clergy Bible Study III,         
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
April 24-26: Christophany, grades 
6-12, location TBA
April 25: Diocesan Stewardship 
Conference at the Cathedral. Led by 
Terry Parsons.
May 12: Clergy Day
July 8-17: General Convention of   
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission 
Trip, grades 9-12, to help the Diocese 
of Louisiana rebuild lives and homes 
destroyed by hurricanes Katrina and 
Gustav. (See page A6.)
Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Diocese 
of Bethlehem

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

Dec. 7: St. Luke’s Church, Scranton, 
The Rev. Peter D. D’Angio, rector

Dec. 14: St. James’ Church,  
Schuylkill Haven,                          
The Rev. John H. Heffner, rector

Dec. 21: St. Martin in the Fields 
Church, Mountaintop, The Rev. 
Daniel V. FitzSimmons, rector

Dec. 28: St. Margaret’s Church, 
Emmaus, Canon Lexa H. Shallcross, 
rector, www.stmargaretsemmaus.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

Dec. 7: The clergy and people of  
The Diocese of Kolhapur in the 
United Church of North India

Dec. 14: The clergy and people of 
The Diocese of Kumi in the Church 
of Uganda

Dec. 21: The clergy and people 
of The Province of Lagos in                
the Church of Nigeria

Dec. 28: The clergy and people of 
the congregations in the 14 counties 
of The Diocese of Bethlehem

The Diocese of Kajo Keji

Dec. 7: Lire Secondary School,     
The Rev. Simon Peter Kenyi

Dec. 14: Lito’ba Parish,                   
The Rev. John Liri Amuja

Dec. 21: Logili Parish,                    
The Rev. Mary Basa

Dec. 28: Logu Parish,                     
The Rev. Elisama Pitia

Pray for our Diocesan Mission: 
Holy God, your Son called us to 
wrap the whole world in your saving 
embrace. By your Holy Spirit, give 
us compassion, purpose and energy 
to invite into your church those who 
do not yet know the transforming 
power of your love. We ask this 
through Him who has brought us 
from darkness to light, your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Pray for our New Hope Campaign 
for a New Sudan and the Needy in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Pray for the reception of the ministry 
of all ordained persons throughout 
the Anglican Communion.

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, 
Northern Ireland and Iraq. Pray for 
peace in our hearts and throughout 
the world.

FROM PAGE A1 pastor of Holy Name of Mary 
Roman Catholic Church in Montrose. 
“It is wonderful to have our laypeople 
active and excited by the opportunity 
to worship together on a regular 
basis. And, it is special for me to sit 
in the congregation as a worshipper.”

The psalms, the lections, the 
hymns, and the solemnity provide an 
appropriate ending to the day. “Vespers 
provides a wonderful way for laypeople 

to take liturgical leadership and to gather 
for worship whatever your religions 
tradition,” says Fitzgerald. “We open with 
the singing of an evening hymn and light 
the Vesper Candle. There is a recitation 
of a psalm, and the reading of a lesson 
from both the Old and New Testament. 
We then pause for a period of personal 
refl ection and meditation. We recite the 
Lord’s Prayer in unison and then the lay 
lector leads a responsive prayer. We end 

the service by singing Let There Be Peace 
on Earth, at which time the light is passed 
to every member of the congregation.” 

“St. Paul’s is honored to host the 
Vespers,” reports Rachel Warriner 
Bartron, senior warden of St. Paul’s. 
“St. Paul’s is an open, welcoming, 
and inclusive parish and the service 
brings together worshippers from many 
traditions affi rming that posture.”
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PRAY FOR PLAN AHEAD            
In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

Dec. 7: St. Luke’s Church, Scranton,
The Rev. Peter D. D’Angio, rector

Dec. 14: St. James’ Church, 
Schuylkill Haven,                         
The Rev. John H. Heffner, rector

Dec. 21: St. Martin in the Fields
Church, Mountaintop, The Rev. 
Daniel V. FitzSimmons, rector

Dec. 28: St. Margaret’s Church,
Emmaus, Canon Lexa H. Shallcross,
rector, www.stmargaretsemmaus.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

Dec. 7: The clergy and people of 
The Diocese of Kolhapur in the
United Church of North India

Dec. 14: The clergy and people of 
The Diocese of Kumi in the Church
of Uganda

Dec. 21: The clergy and people
of The Province of Lagos in               
the Church of Nigeria

Dec. 28: The clergy and people of 
the congregations in the 14 counties
of The Diocese of Bethlehem

The Diocese of Kajo Keji

Dec. 7: Lire Secondary School,    
The Rev. Simon Peter Kenyi

Dec. 14: Lito’ba Parish,                  
The Rev. John Liri Amuja

Dec. 21: Logili Parish,                   
The Rev. Mary Basa

Dec. 28: Logu Parish,                    
The Rev. Elisama Pitia

Pray for our Diocesan Mission:
Holy God, your Son called us to
wrap the whole world in your saving
embrace. By your Holy Spirit, give
us compassion, purpose and energy
to invite into your church those who
do not yet know the transforming
power of your love. We ask this
through Him who has brought us
from darkness to light, your Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Pray for our New Hope Campaign
for a New Sudan and the Needy in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Pray for the reception of the ministry
of all ordained persons throughout
the Anglican Communion.

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem,
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan,
Northern Ireland and Iraq. Pray for
peace in our hearts and throughout
the world.



May th e Christ  Child   
bring you New Joy & 
New Hope 

Bishop Jack Croneberger  Dan Charney  Demery Bader-Saye  Bishop Paul Marshall

Cindy Bakos  Rosie Hummell  Anne Kitch  George Loeffl er

Howard Stringfellow  Ely Valentin  Bruce Reiner  Kat Lehman

Andrew Reinholz  Jane Teter  Char Horst  Bill Lewellis
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