
Diocesan youth spend the night at 
St. John the Divine, New York City

What is Stella’s future? What will become of baby Laura?
BY CHAR HORST

One of the most striking images from my January visit to 
Kajo Keji with fellow-travelers Jo Trepagnier and Earl 

Trygar is my memory of the extraordinary and humble group 
of diocesan women whose job it was to look after all our 
needs. 
 While we slept indoors under mosquito nets, they slept 
outside in the improvised lean-to which served as a cooking 
area, and rose before dawn to fetch water from the well a mile 
away. How many miles did Mary, Charlotte, Joyce and their 
co-workers walk so that we would have water for cooking and 
for our daily baths? How many loads of firewood did they carry 
on their heads for fuel to boil our water, cook our meals, wash 
pots and dishes and even our dirty laundry? 

 Toward the end of our visit a very young woman and her 
baby quietly joined this industrious group of women. Through 
my window I would hear her singing softly to her little girl, 
whom she carried on her back as she went about helping the 
older women with their tasks. I learned that the baby’s name 
was Laura, and that she was nine months old. Watching Laura 
struggling to stand amid the dirt and pecking chickens, and 
recalling our own children’s early development, Jo and I knew 
right away that this baby girl was only hours away from taking her 
very first steps! [STELLA’S FUTURE continues on page A5.]

F or more than thirty years, St. John the Divine, a massive Gothic Revival Cathedral in Manhattan and the Cathedral for the 
Diocese of New York, has hosted NIGHTWATCH, an evening of fun, discovery and worship for junior and senior high youth. On 

January 24 eighty youth and adults from the Diocese of Bethlehem, including Bishop Paul Marshall, traveled to New York City to 
attend NIGHTWATCH. Paul Logan, the leader of the program, was thrilled.  It was the only time in his 20-year memory that a bishop 
attended with the youth from his diocese. The evening began with group games and singing followed by inward reflections framed 
by walking the labyrinth. After the labyrinth, the youth gathered in the quire (the area in the chancel between the nave and the 
altar) to share their reflections with Bishop Paul. The evening ended with a candlelight meditation and Eucharist led by Bishop 
Paul at the high altar at midnight. Although the cleaning and restoration of the Cathedral  after the fire in 2001 has closed off 
nearly two-thirds of the narthex, the vast space of the Cathedral still impressed. [The youth tell about their experience on  page A4.]
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INSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE
Dead man working To preside at the 
high altar of the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in New York City was an enormous 
treat, part of a Bishop’s Day with Youth 
adventure with a group of 90 young 
people and adults. [Bishop Paul, A2]

Father Gerns Bishop Paul named Father 
Andrew Gerns Canon Pastor to the 
Bishop. [A2]

Three deacons Rodney Conn, Hillary 
Raining, and Bernice Reichard. [A3]

Debra Kissinger accepts Indianapolis 
Diocese position She will be canon for 
education and formation on Bishop 
Catherine Waynick’s staff. [A3]

Celebrating the Eucharist A new book by 
Patrick Malloy. [A3]

Refl ections from Bishop’s Day with Youth [A4]

Kajo Keji Archdeacon Stringfellow and 
Charlie Barebo prepare to visit our sisters 
and brothers in Kajo Keji as Diocesan Life 
goes to press. [A5]

Jr. High Mission Trip June 17-20, for 6-8 
grade youth and their friends. [A5]

Episcopal Youth Event EYE 2008 will take 
place July 8-13 in San Antonio. [A5]

New Hope Youth Campaign Youth of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem intend to raise 
$7,000 to benefi t youth in our companion 
diocese of Kajo Keji. [A5]

Stella’s Future Continuation of cover story 
by Char Horst. [A5]

A. Sapp’s Fables: The Poetical Plumber  
Refl ections from the bottom of the bowl. [A6]

A Spiritual Journey in Recovery from 
Alcohol [A6]

Calendar and Cycles of Prayer [A7]

Mother Maria Tjeltveit Our new Offi cer for 
Interfaith Relations [A7]

Father Fred Mauger [A7]

John Garber [A7]

Dwelling in the Word Triduum 
[Patrick Malloy, A8]

IN EPISCOPAL LIFE
The fi rst of a series on icons and ministries 
that seek to bring healing to mind, body 
and soul. [1] 

The Women’s Sacred Music Project 
launches an international competition for 
a choral anthem setting that uses the work 
of women from Voices Found: Women in 
the Church’s Song, a supplement to the 
Hymnal 1982. [13-15]

Download at the newSpin blog more news 
that’s fi t to print but simply doesn’t fi t on 
Diocesan Life’s eight pages: www.diobeth.
typepad.com/diobeth_newspin
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I’ve seen the dead working.
 To preside at the high altar of 

the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 
New York City on the feast of St. Paul’s 
conversion was an enormous treat, part of 
a Bishop’s Day with Youth adventure with 
a group of 90 young people and adults. 
(See page A1)  

I had seen that altar only from far away. 
After some 50 years of looking up at it, 
off and on, it was a thrill to approach it to 
lead worship.

I saw something that first irritated, and 
then moved me.

There has been since the 1940s, over 
the high altar, a wonderful representation 
of Christ in glory, a Christus Rex that uses 
the facial figures of all the racial groups. 
Everyone can identify with it.

What initially irritated me is that this 
beautiful cross, which hangs on lovely gilt 
chains, apparently can sway a little in the 
breezes that must pass through one of the 
world’s largest churches. Somebody thought 
it might be better if Jesus didn’t sway.

Two strands of fishing line anchor the 
cross … to the marble hands of the dead 
bishop who is buried behind the high 
altar. I have pictures.

Only one who stands at the altar, a 
place roped off from visitors, can see this 
improvised fix that is essentially invisible 
to more than 99 per cent of those who 
pray or visit.

The fishing line irritated me because of 
the casual disrespect shown to the dead 
bishop by making his sarcophagus into a 
paperweight. Looping fishing line around 
his praying hands also suggests devaluing 
prayer itself. Martha: 10; Mary: 0.

Still, it is hard to be angry at what 
I’m sure was not intended as impiety or 

insensitivity in a day when we routinely 
express our new spiritual freedom by far 
more shocking acts of casual desecration in 
supposedly relevant worship experiences. 

The more I study modern psychoanalytic 
theory, the more I am convinced that the 
need to cut ritual and mystery down to size 
and even abuse them isn’t a movement; 
it’s a symptom, an ugly one, but that’s for 
another time.

When life gives you lemons, make 
metaphors. From an actuarial point of view, 
I am closer to my death than to my birth, 
closer to ending than beginning my career. 

It is comforting to think that even after 
one is gone, something of what one was 
or did could help keep things steady for 
the next generation.

It is comforting to remember that there 
are things we can give, write, say, or do 
that will affect the future of our faith. Like 
the dead bishop, we may contribute to its 
stabilization in ways we cannot anticipate.

For example, I recall that hundreds of 
young women in Schuylkill County and 
beyond have been assisted in getting a 
college education because a gift given a 
century ago for a project that could not 
be accomplished has been converted into 
a scholarship fund.

It works both ways. Thinking about the 
fishing line that keeps Bishop Potter working 
and allows visitors to see a marvelous 
representation of Christ more clearly made 
me stop just for a moment in a very busy 
day and remember that almost everything I 
know best and value most is attached to the 
hands of one dead person or another. Many 
threads keep each of us in place. 

[Bishop Horatio Potter was the 6th Bishop 
of the Episcopal Diocese of New York. He 
conceived and founded the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine, the largest cathedral 
in the Western Hemisphere, though he did 
not live to see the foundation stone laid. 
The cathedral was constructed under the 
guidance of his nephew, Henry Codman 
Potter, who succeeded Horatio as Bishop 
of New York.]

I find myself torn. Fortunately, the 
decoration of a church in another state is 
not my problem. On the one hand, if that 
were my grandfather’s likeness being used to 
anchor the fishing line, I might be protesting 
in the cathedral office this minute. 

On the other hand, if that were my 
grandfather holding steady the most 
inviting image of Christ I know so that 
others could see it, I might think he was 
still answering the call to fish for people 
that was given so long ago in Galilee. I’d 
be thankful.

One of the highlights of the visit was 
talking with – and listening to – our 
young people. The context was the use 
of the Labyrinth, a twisting-and turning 
prayer path that deliberately disorients 
our inner ears and spatial perceptions 
to allow our inmost thoughts to emerge 
undefended, and to allow God to get a 
word in edgewise.

After walking the Labyrinth with them, 
I leveled with them about my own feelings. 
Having made the walk at this point in my 
life, I decided to trust them with some of the 
secrets about being at my end of life. Then 
I asked them how walking this deliciously 
reorienting path had affected them. The 
next forty-five minutes were breathtaking.

It would be inappropriate to give details 
of what any individual shared, but I 
want to describe the conversation. With 

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

Dead man working

Father Gerns named 
Canon Pastor to the Bishop

Bishop Paul named Father Andrew Gerns, 
rector of Trinity Easton, Canon Pastor to 
the Bishop. He made the announcement 
during the January 27th celebration at 
Trinity of Canon Gerns’ 25th anniversary 
of his ordination to priesthood.

“From 1996 until his death in 2006,” 
Bishop Paul said, “The Rev. Canon Father 
Bryan Williams served this diocese as 
Canon Pastor to the Bishop. His duties 
were to provide the pastoral care which 
any Christian would expect to receive, but 
which our church oddly neglects to provide 
for bishops, with particular attention to the 
maintenance of the spiritual health of the 
bishop through stated retreats and repeated 
checking in, even when such checking 
might be unwelcome. Alone among the 
clergy, the Canon Pastor to the Bishop 
has the right and duty to nag the bishop.

“The Canon Pastor has the task of 
assisting the bishop in maintaining 
perspective, hope, and a sense that God 
always works the divine purpose out, 
despite or through our best planned 
efforts …

“Canon Gerns will, of course, find himself 
called upon to explain to Roman Catholics 
that this is our version of Monsignor, and 
he will be for the most part right, but they 
will not believe him.

“He has been chosen for many reasons. 
Chief of them are his outstanding record 
as a chaplain, his intuitive pastoral 
sense, and his utter inability to lie to his 
superiors—as far as we can tell. He is a 
capable communicator, a clear thinker, and 
is possessed by a zeal for Christ’s kingdom. 

“It is no secret that Canon Gerns and I have 
been acquainted for the best part of thirty years. 
In appointing him, as was the case with his 

predecessor, 
I appoint 
someone I 
cannot easily 
d e c e i v e 
about the 
state of my 
soul.

“ S o m e 
canonries 
are strictly 
honorary. 
Inasmuch 

as no stipend attaches to this canonry  
(except for the occasional lunch) and it 
is for life, it may be considered honorary. 
Inasmuch as Canon Gerns accepts with it 
a job that will require all of his cunning 
as I avoid taking care of myself through 
the ruse of the complexity of my calendar 
and my many ghostly preoccupations, he 
will need your prayers and so must be 
considered a working canon …”

Canon Gerns has been rector of Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Easton, since 2002. In 
the Diocese of Bethlehem, he is member of 
Diocesan Council (since 2003) and the 
Standing Committee of the Diocese. He serves 
also as chair of the Evangelism Commission 
of the Diocese. He has been a member of the 
Commission on Ministry, served as a Deputy 
to the 75th General Convention in 2006 and 
was elected as an alternate to the 76th General 
Convention to be held in 2009. Ordained in 
1982, he has served parishes and hospitals in 
the Dioceses of Connecticut and West Virginia, 
and became a Board Certified Chaplain of 
the Association of Professional Chaplains in 
1996. He and his wife Peg, a Realtor with 
Long & Foster of Bethlehem, have two grown 
children and live in Palmer Township. 

clarity and insight, these young people, 
sixth through twelfth grade, talked about 
the stresses of their lives and how they 
understand them spiritually.

They were way ahead of some adults 
in understanding that their intersection 
with each other involved the opportunity 
to receive support in their times of 
difficulty; they have not yet hardened into 
people who will help others but cannot 
receive help themselves.

Several spoke of the fact that their lives 
were fairly pleasant at the moment, and how 
walking the Labyrinth had made them aware 
of their opportunity to be in prayer and 
service for the sake of those of their friends 
who were in difficulty. They have been 
taught well in their parishes and homes. For 
this, too, I was deeply grateful. 

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gerns



through grade 6. She consulted with 
parishes regarding child-friendly worship, 
Christian education and formation 
development with an eye to congregational 
development. She represented the Diocese 
of Bethlehem in local, state and national 
advocacy work with various child advocacy 
organizations. Her ministry also included 
oversight and development of diocesan-
wide children’s and various teacher 
training events and oversight of child 
abuse prevention training. She served also 
as staff liaison to diocesan evangelism and 
stewardship committees. 

The Rev Debra Kissinger, missioner 
to children and child advocate for the 
Diocese of Bethlehem since May 2001, 
has accepted a position with the Episcopal 
Diocese of Indianapolis as canon for 
education and formation on the staff of 
Bishop Catherine M. Waynick, effective 
April 1.

On Bishop Paul’s staff, Debra has had 
a ministry of oversight and development 
of diocesan children’s ministries, birth 
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Agents of our salvation
Bishop Paul 
ordains three 
to diaconate

[From Bishop Paul’s sermon.] It is helpful 
to read what the apostles did about the volatile 
atmosphere that was displacing the breath of 
God in the life of the Church. 

They knew that neither their calling nor 
their skills suggested that they micro-manage. 
Instead, they asked the church to select and 
present potential servants. The church found 
seven. The apostles prayed over them and laid 
hands on them, and the first servants (in Greek 
that’s “deacons”) were ordained to organize the 
church’s care for those in need.

So the account of the very first ordination 
liturgy provides both frame and the template 
for what we do today. The template of selection, 
presentation, prayer, and laying on hands in 
the Bible is what we still follow – the selection 
process just takes a tiny bit longer nowadays. 

The frame, however, is unchanged: the church 
is still surrounded by human need, and it must 
have people whose primary responsibility is to 
respond to that need, and to lead, goad, direct, 
and nag us all into sacrificing our money, 
time, and energy for the sake of those who are 
broken, hungry, or marginalized. And about 
the conflict: diaconal ministry keeps building 
peace in a perpetually troubled church by 
keeping us focused on the work Christ has given 
us to do and distracting us from our ability to 
hurl the perfectly formed objection.

No matter what other order of ordained 
ministry any of you may be called to, the 
foundation of all ordained ministry as this 
church has received it is diaconate, the public 
setting aside of your lives and work to serve and 
to get us to serve. There is no such thing as a 
vocation to being a “liturgical deacon” – the 
right to stand in public in fancy dry goods on 

Sunday comes from the weekday effort to care 
for Christ’s people. 

You three are to serve and get all of us to serve in 
a church that has, except for those first four golden 
weeks, always had party conflict and theological 
conflict and moral conflict – not to mention very 
occasional personal conflict. In keeping us about 
the work of servanthood, you make peace. 

Christianity in its biblical form is not focused 
on masochism, guilt, or self-hatred, although 
those things surely infect some lives and 
distort some of Christianity’s sub-traditions. 
Christianity is about forgiveness – release 
from guilt. It is about life in the Spirit who is 
transforming us. It’s about God transforming 
some people’s masochism, other people’s guilt, 
and still other people’s aggression, or a few 
folks’ disproportionate libido, into something 

God now calls you to a special ministry of servanthood directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are to serve all 
people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely [Book of Common Prayer, p.543]. From left: Bernice Reichard of 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown, Hillary Dowling Raining of Trinity Bethlehem, Bishop Paul, and Rodney Conn of Grace Allentown. 

beautiful through lives of disciplined prayer, 
disciplined study, and disciplined sacrifice for 
others.

In short, the deacons, by what they do and 
by what they insist that we do, push us into the 
place where God changes us. They are agents 
of our salvation.  

A graduate of Abington Hospital 
School of Nursing and St. Joseph College, 
Philadelphia, with a degree in psychology, 
Bernice Reichard worked as a nurse for 44 
years until retiring.  “Later I worked side 
by side with my late husband, the Rev. 
Richard Myles, teaching Sunday school, 
church camp, acolytes and whatever 
needed to be done.  We raised 3 children, 
who have grown to be wonderful adults. 

As I look back, my journey has been a 
preparation for another ministry.” Bernice 
is married to Ronald Reichard. 

Hillary Raining and her husband, Ken, 
were recently blessed with a baby girl, 
Delia Elizabeth. Hillary will graduate 
from Yale Divinity School in May. There 
she has been studying within the Institute 

of Sacred Music as well as 
Berkeley Episcopal Divinity 
School. She came to divinity 
school from Moravian 
College, Bethlehem, where 
she graduated with honor 
with a double degree in 
psychology and religion. 
She has served on the 
National State of the 
Church Committee and 
the Prayer Book, Music 
and Liturgy Committee 
of the Episcopal Church 
for the last five years as 
well as serving as a Deputy 
for the last two General 
Conventions.

Deacon Conn was born in 
northeast Ohio and received 
his B.S. in Chemistry from 
The University of Akron in 
1987.  He has worked in the 
chemical industry related to 
the adhesives and sealants 
industry since graduation.  
He is currently employed 

by Evonik Degussa Corp., in Piscataway, 
NJ.  He and his wife, Sarabel, reside in 
Salisbury Township where he serves on 
the Township’s Zoning Hearing Board.  A 
member of Grace Allentown since 2001, 
he has served on the vestry and in a variety 
of licensed lay roles. He is president of 
the Grace Community Foundation, the 
parish’s food pantry, where he will continue 
to serve part of his diaconal ministry. 

Debra Kissinger 
accepts position with 
Diocese of Indianapolis

Celebrating the Eucharist

Father Patrick Malloy has written a book 
that may impact church communities 
across the country and beyond the 
Episcopal Church: Celebrating the Eucharist 
(Church Publishing). 

Roman Catholic Jesuit priest and 
theologian John Baldovin who teaches 
at a Catholic seminary on the Harvard 
campus says the author is “one of the 
finest pastoral liturgists writing in America 
today. The usefulness of this work will 

extend far beyond the Anglican tradition 
… I plan to recommend it to my students 
and to my Roman Catholic colleagues. 
Malloy writes with insight, common 
sense, and great sensitivity to the nature 
of liturgy.”

Flowing from scholarship and the six-
year experience of Malloy and the Grace 
Church congregation in Allentown, 
the book is one that “a generation of 
priests will turn to in making decisions 
about liturgy that will help congregations 
encounter Christ in the sacrament,” 
according to Episcopal spiritual writer 
Barbara Crafton.

Malloy holds a Ph.D. in liturgical 
studies from the University of Notre 
Dame. He had been a staff member of the 
Notre Dame Center for Pastoral Liturgy 
and taught at St. John’s University, 
Collegeville, MN, and Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, before coming 
to the Diocese of Bethlehem. He wrote 
the book at the invitation of Church 
Publishing to provide practical help and 
historical and theological insights into 
what is most significant about celebrating 
the Eucharist.

Retreat for Christian 
Educators, Sunday School 
Teachers, Youth Workers and 
Adult Formation Leaders

Movement - Massage - Manicures 
- Meditation - Music. May 2-4. Kirby 
Episcopal House, Mountain Top. 
Retreat Leader: The Rev. Robyn Szoke. 
Register by April 1 to get your early bird 
discount. Download a brochure at www.
diobethkids.org.



Reflections from NIGHTWATCH at St. John the Divine

“A lot can happen in a little more than 
24 hours. Overall the trip was good. 
Years from now I’ll be remembering my 
Confirmation and also recalling this trip.”

“This trip was a great success I think. People in 
our group had a really fun time with each other 
and new friends we met in the Diocese. We also 
really communicated through prayer with God 
and ourselves. ... The labyrinth was also really 
peaceful and I felt a big addition to the trip. The 
Cathedral was also really cool and amazing with 
all the precision in the sculpture. Great trip!”

“This trip has been a great experience for 
me. It’s also been a lot of fun! At first, I 
though sleeping in the huge gothic cathedral 
would be kind of freaky. But it wasn’t.”

“On this trip I had 
a really good time. 
I made new friends 
and worshiped 
God. I thought 
the Cathedral was 
awesome and I 
was amazed when 
I heard its gonna 

“I certainly 
wasn’t sure 
what to 
expect with 
this trip. But 
I though 
overall it 
was very 
successful, 
and although 
I was tired 
I was 

glad there was always something to do. The 
Cathedral was absolutely amazing. The 
architecture in places like that always amazes 
me! A good experience in the end.”

“I really liked the labyrinth. It gave me time 
to think and let everything out that was biting 
me inside. It helped me get all my thoughts 
out and talk them over with myself.”

“The whole trip to New York was an excellent 
idea. Since it was only my second time to 
New York I had a lot of fun. The Cathedral 
was breathtaking and extremely large.”

“The trip was a great experience. I did not 
know what to expect. Having the opportunity 
to be a chalice bearer was an unexpected 
gift. ... I had no idea that it would be such 
a powerful yet humbling experience.”

A4     diocesanlife                March 2008
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NIGHTWATCH PROGRAM
8 p.m.  Singing and Games The next morning —
9 p.m.  Program and Exploration  7:00 a.m. Wake up, get up, eat up, 
                  of the Cathedral     and clean up!
11 p.m.  Break Time 8:30 a.m.  Tour of the Cathedral
12:00 m  Candlelight meditation  9:45  a.m.  Closing service
                  and Eucharist 10:00 am  Nightwatch is over

“The whole trip was a blast! My favorite part was 
the labyrinth. It was really neat when you got out 
of it to watch everyone walk in different ways. The 
music that was playing the whole time really made 
it great. The midnight service was a lot of fun. I 
got to serve at 
the altar with 
Lexi. I like 
that I could 
just walk up 
to anyone 
and start a 
conversation. 
The Hard 
Rock Cafe 
was awesome! 
I’d love to 
go again.” 
–Molly Mattes

“Every time I go somewhere (on a 
youth trip), I overflow with energy 
- even if I only get 5 hours of sleep! ... 
“Life changing” is not a word I like to 
use because there is no way you can tell 
how much it changed your life when 
thinking about it 3 hours in retrospect. 
But I would use the word “moving.” 
... I’m glad I did the labyrinth...it’s not 
the maze that empowers us, we do. It’s 
the direct and unvarying path of God, 

represented 
by the 
mundane 
road on the 
canvas. This 
is the place 
to pray. 
With people 
you just met 
but love, 
you can’t 
go wrong.”  
–Dominic 
Castanzo

These reflections are offered by youth 
who will be confirmed this spring at the 
Church of the Epiphany, Clarks Summit, 
PA. Their youth leader is Josh Frank.
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I learned this young woman’s story from 
the women. Her name is Stella, and she 
is only 14 years old. She is an orphan, 
having been abandoned by her mother as 
an infant, and was raised for a time by her 
grandmother. The boy who fathered Laura 
had run off long ago, and the grandmother 
was unable to shelter her and her baby any 
longer. Stella had to drop out of school, 
although she would very much like to 
resume her studies. She has no way to 
provide for herself and her child. 

What is Stella’s future, and what will 
become of baby Laura? It turned out that 
these wise and caring church women 
had brought Stella to join them in order 
to shelter her and teach her a skill that 
could support her and baby Laura. The 
brand-new Bethlehem Tailoring Center, 
which was dedicated by Bishop Anthony 
during our visit, is a beautiful building 
that was largely built and supplied by the 
generosity of the people of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. It will serve as the hub of 
women’s education and economic efforts 
as they train others to sew, create crafts, 
read and write, collect honey and produce 

shea butter from local nuts. It is the place 
where Stella will learn to sew, and where 
her baby will also be protected and cared 
for.

Developing means of financial support is 
crucial to these women, their families and 
the community. Our gifts to the Diocese 
of Kajo Keji are helping to make this 
happen and, in return, we are privileged to 
participate in the building of the kingdom 
of God in the Sudan. These enterprising 
church women have many plans: for 
bicycles; for literacy training; for a guest 
house staffed and served by women; for a 
small chicken-and-egg enterprise that will 
employ a needy widow and earn funds 
to reinvest. They are living embodiments 
of a new and exciting hope. I was deeply 
moved not only by their faith but also by 
their practical sharing of hope with those 
at greatest risk: Stella and baby Laura. 
By supporting their hard work with our 
pledges and prayers, we here in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem are partners in new hope 
and new life for many thousands of people 
– and for Stella and baby Laura too! 

Microfinance in action. Women prepare food to sell at the market.                       Photo by Jo Trepagnier

STELLA’S FUTURE from page A1

Photo by Jo Trepagnier

Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow and 
New Hope campaign chair Charlie Barebo 
will visit with our sisters and brothers 
in our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji 
during the last week of February. 

At press 
time, Barebo 
outlined the 
purpose of 
this official 
New Hope 
campaign visit 
as follows: 
1. We will hire 
the Diocese 
of Bethlehem 
representative 
in Kajo Keji 
and review his 

job and reporting responsibilities. 
2.  We will meet with Bishop Anthony 

and Garry Ion, the Church Missionary 
Society (CMS) architect, to review the 
plans for the theological college, to 
discuss the building of the secondary 
and primary schools, and to decide 
on the locations and establish a time 
table for the primary schools. 

3.  We will meet with the commissioner 
of Kajo Keji County and with 
other friendly non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in the region to 
see how we can better work together. 

4.  We will work through the financial 
protocols and develop the financial 
oversight measures recommended by 
the New Hope finance committee. 

5.  We will bring back photos of the 
actual progress made on New Hope 
projects (primarily the college) 
and establish a protocol for our 
representative to report this progress 
back to the archdeacon and me.

We ask for your continued prayers. 

 NEW HOPE 
for a New Sudan and the Poor Among Us

BY CHARLIE BAREBO
New Hope Campaign Chair

Women learn how to tailor clothing. They will offer their services to the marketplace. Photo by Jo Trepagnier

Episcopal Youth 
Event (EYE) 2008

“Sewn in 
the Heart of Christ”

The Episcopal Youth Event 
(EYE), for youth who will 
fi nish 9-12 grade this year, 
will be held July 8-13 at Trinity 
University in San Antonio, 
Texas. EYE is a celebration 
of 1500 Episcopal youth, adult 
sponsors and bishops to inspire 
a deeper faith in Jesus Christ, 
and a renewed commitment 
to mission and ministry. Go 
to www.eye2008.org for 
more information. Application 
deadline is March 8. Come 
to Diocesan Training Day on 
March 1 at St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre for a 
workshop about EYE and other 
national and regional Episcopal 
youth events.

Episcopal Youth 
Event (EYE) 2008

p pp p

“Sewn in
the Heart of Christ”

The Episcopal Youth Event 
(EYE), for youth who will
fi nish 9-12 grade this year, 
will be held July 8-13 at Trinity
University in San Antonio, 
Texas. EYE is a celebration
of 1500 Episcopal youth, adult 
sponsors and bishops to inspire
a deeper faith in Jesus Christ, 
and a renewed commitment 
to mission and ministry. Go 
to www.eye2008.org for g
more information. Application 
deadline is March 8. Come
to Diocesan Training Day on 
March 1 at St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre for a
workshop about EYE and other 
national and regional Episcopal
youth events.

NEW HOPE 
YOUTH Campaign

The diocesan youth council set 
a goal of raising $7,000 for the 
New Hope Campaign by June 
2008, to benefi t our brothers 
and sisters in our companion 
diocese of Kajo-Keji. Send your 
check or money order payable 
to “the Diocese of Bethlehem,” 
to Diocesan House Attn: New 
Hope Youth 333 Wyandotte St. 
Bethlehem, PA  18015.

The Diocese of 
Bethlehem’s first

Jr. High 
Mission Trip

for 6-8 grade* youth 
and their friends
June 17-20, 2008
Mission/Education 

experience
at Salt Lake State 
Park & the Old Mill 

Village
in the Susquehanna 
Valley and a day of 
Whitewater Rafting on 
the Delaware River!

*2007-08 school year. 
registration deadline: 

March 1, 2008
Go to lifeistasty.org for 

registration forms

p p gp p g
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As a Parish Nurse I have been called 
upon to do many things but this was a 
new experience.

In my years as Parish Nurse I have found 
myself in many different circumstances 
but never until this past December had I 
been involved in a book launching. What 
an intensive and fun experience!

The book, the late Francis A. Sapp’s 
A. Sapp’s Fables, allowed me to provide a 
service far different from any other I had 
been involved with during my eleven years 
working with the elderly members of the 
Episcopal churches in  Schuylkill County.

The day started when I picked up Fran’s 
widow, Alice, Joan Friemuth and Eric, 
Fran’s sister and brother-in-law, at 8:30 on 
a cold Saturday morning. Joan & Eric had 
500 books in their car and they followed 
us to the Pottsville Free Public Library. As 
luck would have it, Eric was able to get 
a parking place directly in front of the 
building, so we didn’t have to climb over 
the snow piles to carry in boxes of books, 
a TV, DVD player, posters and several 
other items necessary for a book sale. 

The folks at the library were waiting 
for us, and had a table just inside the 
door. Throughout the day they were very 
accommodating; in fact, one librarian 
reviewed the book and gave us her stamp 
of approval while another purchased the 
book. 

The morning was slow. It resulted in 
only one other sale but the woman who 
bought the book 
was so gracious, 
telling us it was 
for her son who as 
a child knew the 
author and is now 
an author himself. 
By noon it was time to close up shop and 
head north to Frackville, the author’s and 
my hometown. After a bit of lunch, we 
headed to Christ Church to set up again. 

Several family members and friends 
arrived. Alice happily autographed books. 
After a while, Joan asked me to introduce 
her. After a brief introduction, Joan took 
the stage and was wonderful, telling of 
growing up in Frackville and reading 
quotes from the book she so lovingly put 
together. Eric ran the video, a montage 
of photographs from Fran’s life, Alice 
continued to autograph books and I 
refilled the coffee. Soon it was 4:00 p.m., 
time to close up again. 

This time we packed up with a feeling 
of elation. We had sold 25 books. 

A. Sapp’s Fables: 
The Poetical Plumber
Reflections from the 
Bottom of the Bowl 
BY KATHY BURDA

Francis, Fran as his friends called him, 
was a plumber by trade and a nuts and bolt 
philosopher throughout his life. He loved 
pets, people and nature, and during his 
77 years, he had many daily interactions 
with all three. Over time, he recorded his 
thoughts about life, religion and people in a 
unique, amusing, and often poignant way.

This quote reveals what I know of Fran, 
a man without frills 
but quietly intelligent, 
a large sense of right 
and wrong and appre-
ciation for children. 
“Precious  moments 
too few know – Watch-

ing plants and family grow.”
Fran departed this earth in April, 2006, 

leaving his wife Alice (a member of Christ 
Episcopal Church in Frackville), three 
sons, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
a brother and three sisters including Joan.

His sister Joan took little pieces of paper, 
napkins, and whatever else held Fran’s 
thoughts, and with many hours of hard 
work organized them and compiled them 
into a beautiful tribute to her brother. 

A..Sapp’s Fables: The Poetical Plumber; 
Reflections from the Bottom of the Bowl was 
born. Filled with humor and empathy, 
the book ranges widely from people, pets 
and nature to life and death.

One such musing is: “The most exotic 
plants can thrive among the rocks.” Who 

among us, struggling to find their niche 
in life, couldn’t take comfort in this? 

This publication is being sold for $17.97 
with tax included.  Proceeds are being 
given to Fran’s wife, Alice and the Marion 
C. Price Trust Fund, which benefits elderly 
Episcopalians in Schuylkill County. 

This brings me to why I was involved in 
this book launching. As Administrator of 
the Marion C. Price Trust Fund (MPTF) 
I received a call and asked if it would be 
ok to donate any proceeds to MPTF. Of 
course, I promptly agreed, knowing that 
any monies received for the fund would 
increase ways and means to carry out 
the last wishes of Marion Price: to care 
for elderly Episcopalians  in Schuylkill 
County. 

Since its inception, the MPTF has 
distributed more than $250,000 to 
maintain the dignity and independence 
of elderly Episcopalians in Schuylkill 
County, assisting with needs from 
medications to roof repairs. It also 
supports the Parish Nurse Program for the 
Episcopal churches in Schuylkill County.

To purchase books ($17.97 plus 
$5.00 shipping and handling), 
please call 570-621-3220 or email 
Kathy Burda at mptf @verizon.net.

[Parish Nurse for the Episcopal churches of 
Schuylkill County and administrator of the 
Marion C. Price Trust Fund at Trinity Pottsville 
since 1996, Kathy Burda is a member of First 
United Methodist Church, Frackville.] 

A Spiritual Journey 
in Recovery from 
Alcohol BY ANONYMOUS

Many people have recognized through 
various means that alcohol is a problem 
in their lives. Alcohol, as they say in some 
recovery programs, is “cunning, baffling, 
and powerful.” How is it that we can 
start out enjoying these spirits and find 
ourselves fighting an obsession with it 
over time? This may be recognized as 
alcohol abuse. Or perhaps we were almost 
always over the limits from the first drink 
we ever took? This might be recognized 
as alcohol dependence. Or maybe it is 
only “a problem” on occasion with long 
periods of time in between? This might 
be recognized as binge drinking. In any 
case, we find ourselves wanting to be 
released from our worry and thoughts 
over our inability to control it, how we 
feel afterward, and how it steals energy 
from our precious lives.

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism researchers have identified 
five subtypes of alcoholics from a study of 
1,484 people who met diagnostic criteria 
for alcohol dependence:

Young Adult Alcoholics
• 31.5 percent. 
• Young adult drinkers, with relatively 

low rates of co-occurring substance 
abuse and mental disorders and low 
rates of family alcoholism.

Young Antisocial Alcoholics
• 21 percent. 
• Most are in their mid-20s and had 

early onset of regular drinking and 
early onset alcohol problems.

Functional Alcoholics
• 19.5 percent. 
• Typically middle-aged, well-educated, 

with stable jobs and families.
Intermediate Familial Alcoholics
• 19 percent. 
• Middle-aged with about 

half from families with 
multigenerational alcoholism.

Chronic Severe Alcoholics
• 9 percent. 
• Mostly middle-aged individuals 

who had early onset of drinking 
and alcohol problems.

The point is that there is no typical 
profile for people whose frequent or 
infrequent drinking leaves them feeling 
that there is something in their life in 
relation to alcohol that needs healing. 
Sometimes it can be recognized through 
feelings of guilt, shame, and hangovers, or 
a change in decision making,  judgment,  
speech, or behavior.

Since we know God is the Great Healer, 
it comes to mind that healing is available 
to all who desire to know and walk with 
Him. God would rather have us be whole, 
able to give and receive and live in the 
light of his love than struggle in isolation, 
darkness, and depression with something 
that feels out of our reach. And the point 
is, it is out of our reach when we try to fix 
it by ourselves.

The great success of Alcoholics 
Anonymous is that it is a fellowship which 
provides a sense of family, connectedness 
and safety for those who desire to live 
sober lives. Not everyone makes it to AA, 
however, for a multitude of reasons. There 
is no judgment upon anyone regarding a 
resistance to that path of recovery. 

Some of us in recovery from alcohol 
have had this very experience in our own 
lives. In light of this – and yet realizing 
the power of fellowship for those with 
the common denominator of alcohol 
problems in our lives, whatever they are 
– we decided to start an early morning 
non-AA affiliated group that meets twice 
a month. We wanted to open a new and 
meaningful way to discuss the God of our 
understanding. We know from experience 
that healing from alcohol, as with most 
things, requires a spiritual solution, and 
that God is the great healer. We also know 
that there are many paths that lead to the 
Road of Recovery.

You may join us on a journey that began 
in January:

What:   A Spiritual Journey in Recovery
When:  1st and 3rd Wednesday mornings 

from 7:30 to 8:30 AM
Where:  Fellowship Hall (side door), 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Market St., Bethlehem

Total abstinence from alcohol is not 
required. Being a member of a 12-step group 
is not a requirement to join us. This meeting 
is not a substitute for those attending 
meetings in the Fellowship of  AA, but 
rather can be an enhancement to them.
Anonymity is important to us. Who you see 
here, what you say here will not leave here. 

The book, the late Francis A. Sapp’s A. Sapp’s 
Fables, allowed me to provide a service far different 
from any other I had been involved with during my 
eleven years working with the elderly members of 
the Episcopal churches in  Schuylkill County.

The book, the late Francis A. Sapp’s A. Sapp’s
Fables, allowed me to provide a service far different
from any other I had been involved with during my
eleven years working with the elderly members of 
the Episcopal churches in  Schuylkill County.

There is no typical profile for people whose 
frequent or infrequent drinking leaves them 
feeling that there is something in their life in 
relation to alcohol that needs healing.

There is no typical profile for people whoseThere is no typical profile for people whose
frequent or infrequent drinking leaves themfrequent or infrequent drinking leaves them
feeling that there is something in their life infeeling that there is something in their life in
relation to alcohol that needs healing.relation to alcohol that needs healing.

St. Paul’s Montrose 
donates Christmas 
offering to New 
Hope campaign

On Sunday, February 10, St. Paul’s, 
Montrose presented Charlie Barebo with 
a check for $1,200 for the New Hope 
Campaign. The parish had committed its 
Christmas 2007 offering to the Campaign 
for projects in Kajo Keji and Northeast 
Pennsylvania.  Barebo was visiting the 
parish to acquaint the parishioners with 
the needs and the plans for the $3.6 
million mission outreach.

“We are thrilled to make this contribution 
to our diocesan campaign,” said Richard 
Schwab, chair of the parish’s finance 
committee.  “Our goal is to share 10% of 
our 2007 contributions to the campaign.  
The wonderful news is that we have almost 
reached that goal and expect to accomplish it 
before the end of the five-year campaign.

In December, the Women of St. Paul’s 
contributed the total proceeds of $1,400 
from their annual bazaar to New Hope at 
the time of Bishop Paul’s visitation.  “This 
was the largest amount of money we have 
ever raised,” reported Jane Chandler, chair 
of the effort. “There is no doubt in my 
mind that our decision to have the annual 
fundraising event benefit New Hope 
helped with its outstanding success.”

 “We are in the final laps of our 
campaign,” Barebo told the parishioners 
of St. Paul’s, “and I am very confident 
that individuals and parishes from around 
our diocese will be joining with you in 
reaching our goal. I really belie ve, in fact, 
that we will oversubscribe it.”
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PRAY FOR            PLAN AHEAD            PRAY FORO
In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org 
Mar. 2: St. George’s Church, 
Hellertown, The Rev. Raymond 
Harbort, rector, 
www.stgeorgeshellertown.org.
Mar. 9: Church of the Redeemer, Sayre, 
The Rev. Hazel Hunt, deacon, 
www.redeemersayre.org.
Mar. 16: Calvary Church, Tamaqua, 
Suzanne Shapcott, senior warden; The 
Rev. Robert K. Gildersleeve, supply 
priest.
Mar. 23: St. James & St. George’s 
Church, Jermyn, Janice Black, senior 
warden, The Rev John Gamble, priest-
in-charge, www.ssjandg.org.
Mar. 30: St. Mark’s Church, Moscow 
– The Rev. Earl P. Trygar, rector,              
www.stmarksmoscow.org.

Anglicans Around the World
Mar. 2: Pray for the clergy and people 
of Iglesia Anglicana de la Region 
Central de America.
Mar. 9: Pray for the clergy and people 
of Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du 
Congo.
Mar. 16: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
Mar. 23: Pray for the Communion of 
Anglican provinces throughout the 
world.
Mar. 30: Pray for the Church of 
England and for Rowan Williams, 
Archbishop of Canterbury.

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
(Episcopal Church of the Sudan)
Mar. 2: Beliak Parish, The Rev. Elikana 
Ldu and The Rev. Fred Taban
Mar. 9: Ajira Parish, The Rev. Joseph 
Lomuja
Mar. 16: Akuboro Parish, The Rev. 
Stanley Rumbe
Mar. 23: Andejo Sub Parish, The Rev. 
Neson Wolyan Adaria
Mar. 30: Andesire Parish, The Rev. 
Cosmas Lo’diong Kwoji

The Diocese of Swaziland
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in 
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and 
the Diocesan AIDS Ministry. 

Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of devastation along the Gulf Coast, 
and those dedicated to their relief. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, Pal-
estine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our 
hearts and throughout the world. 

Pray for the victims of natural disasters, 
especially the people and churches of 
northeastern Nicaragua and the Mora-
vian communities there. 

Pray for the victims of terrorism and 
their families. 

Pray for relief workers and grief counselors. 

Pray for the protection of children and 
for the many victims of abuse, and their 
families.

March 1 – The Diocesan Training 
Day, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre.

March 2 – New Hope Renewal Sunday

Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s 
Church, Wilkes-Barre

Visitation of Bishop Croneberger to 
Good Shepherd Church, Scranton

March 7 – God and Human Flourishing
Miroslav Volf, Moravian Seminary, 9:30-2:30

March 8 – Bishop’s School

March 13 – Chrism Mass
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m.

March 15 – Bishop’s School

March 16 – Palm Sunday

March 20 – Maundy Thursday

March 21 – Good Friday

March 22 – Easter Vigil
Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre

Bishop Croneberger at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem

March 23 – Easter Sunday 
Bishop Paul at the Cathedral

March 27 – Diocesan Council
Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m.

April 6 – Visitation of Bishop 
Croneberger to Good Shepherd 
Church, Scranton

April 10 – Unbinding the Gospel: 
Real-Life Evangelism Martha 
Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2;30, at 
Moravian Seminary, Bethlehem

April 19 – Bishop’s School

Evangelism Consultant Training, 
Trinity, Mt. Pocono

April 20 – Visitation of Bishop 
Paul to Trinity Easton

Visitation of Bishop Croneberger 
to St. Mary’s Wind Gap

April 22 – Clergy Bible Study 1 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.

April 23 – Clergy Bible Study 3
St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 2
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

April 24 – Clergy Bible Study 8
Christ Church, Towanda, 10:00 a.m.

April 25-27 – Christophany

April 27 – Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville

April 26 – Bishop’s School

April 30 – Clergy Bible Study 6
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 7
St. Mark’s, Moscow, 2:00 p.m.

May 2-4 – Retreat for 
Christian Educators/Youth 
Workers at Kirby House

May 3 – Bishop’s School

May 4 – St. Matthew Society Sunday
Bishop’s Appreciation Reception

May 6 – Clergy Bible Study 1 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.

May 7 – Clergy Bible Study 2
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

May 13 – Clergy Day

May 14 – ECW Annual Meeting
At Kirby House. Bishop Paul will 
preside and preach at Eucharist. Jo 
Trepagnier will make a presentation on 
the mission trip she, Father Earl Trygar 
and Char Horst made to Kajo Keji.

May 17 – Safeguarding God’s Children
An educational program for preventing 
child abuse. Cathedral, Bethlehem, 
and St. Luke’s, Scranton. Both, 9:30 to 
3:30. Please see www.diobethkids.org.

Bishop’s School

May 18 – Jazz Eucharist, Cathedral, 
10:30 a.m., The Cathedral Jazz Band

May 21 – Clergy Bible Study 6
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre, 9:30 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study 7
St. Mark’s, Moscow, 2:00 p.m.

May 27 – Clergy Bible Study 8
Christ Church, Towanda, 10:00 a.m.

June 8 – Clergy&Spouse/Guest Dinner
St. Mary’s Center, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.

June 10 – Reception of RC priests 
as priests of the Episcopal Church

June 17-20 – Jr High Mission Trip
Please see page A5.

July 8-13 – EYE 2008

Aug. 15 – Ordination of Priests
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 10-11 – Diocesan Convention

Mother Maria Tjeltveit
[From Bishop Paul] The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit, 

rector of the Church of the Mediator, 
Allentown, has been appointed Assistant 
Ecumenical Officer and will represent us 
at the meeting of diocesan officers, as our 
Officer, Father Geoffrey Howson, cannot 
attend. She is already a member of the 
Moravian-Episcopal dialogue on the national 
level. Mother Tjeltveit is very active in 
Jewish-Christian, and increasingly, Muslim-
Christian dialogue; it seems wise then to 
create the position of Officer for Interfaith 
Relations so that she can keep us abreast of 
those opportunities we have to work together 
with others. I know you join me in thanking 
her, and with me look forward to the gifts we 
may receive through this ministry. 

Father Fred Mauger
[From Bishop Paul] Father Fred Mauger, 

who has served so well and so faithfully, is 
about to attain his 85th birthday. He has 
informed me that he will be retiring from 
active liturgical and preaching ministry. 
I have received this news with deep 
sadness because Father Fred is something 
of an institution in the diocese, and a 
loyal supporter of the church and your 
unworthy bishop. At the same time, I 
honor his discernment in this matter, and 
know I speak for many of you in thanking 
him here (as I will again in a more formal 
way) for his ministry to God’s people and 
for the colleagueship and comradeship he 
gives us so gently and sincerely. 

John Garber
John Garber, 52, of Reading died 

February 5 at his home.  He was a member 
of St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church, 
Douglassville, where he was organist/
choirmaster for 19 years. He was a member 
of the American Guild of Organists, the 
Association of Anglican Musicians and a 
founding member of the local chapter of 
Integrity in the Diocese of Bethlehem. He 
was a major participant in the redesign of 
the worship space at St. Gabriel’s and the 
church’s acquisition of a new Allen organ.

John grew up in Tamaqua and was a 
son of William A. Garber, Tamaqua, 
and the late Carol (Steidel) Garber. 
While residing in Tamaqua, he worked 
for Children and Youth Services of 
Schuylkill County. He was working for 
the University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center at its Shillington office. John was 
a 1973 graduate of Tamaqua High School 
and received his master’s degree from 
Gettysburg Seminary

Surviving in addition to his father are a 
brother, William R. Garber and his wife, 
Carolanne, Tamaqua; nieces, TaraBeth 
and Karri; nephew, Billy; and grandfather, 
Maurice Garber, Tamaqua.. 

Gospel in action at 
Christophany, April 25-27

[From Demery Bader-Saye, missioner for 
youth, Diocese of Bethlehem] At Christoph-
any, a diocesan youth retreat for DioBeth’s 
6-12 graders and their friends, participants 

will raise money for New Hope Youth via 
The Great Diocesan Water Walk, and will 
package over 50,000 meals for Stop Hun-
ger Now, a non-profit, international relief 
organization committed to ending hunger 
worldwide. Please encourage 6-12 graders 
in your parishes to come to Christophany 
to experience the gospel in action. Infor-
mation and registration forms may be 
found at www.lifeistasty.org. 

. 
.                                           

Knit or Crochet . for
“Christmas at Sea”

[From Canon Jane Teter] Anytime is knit-
ting time. Once again, at our Convention 
in October, we will collect knitted items for 
the Christmas at Sea project of Seamen’s 
Church in New York City. The items are 
for sailors on the high seas who are far away 
from families at Christmas time. Items may 
be knitted or crocheted. The patterns they 
request for use may be found at www.sea-
menschurch.org. There are hats and scarves 
to be made as well as vests and socks. Items 
may be dropped off at Diocesan House any-
time during the year. 

Anglican Films 
may be a scam

Anglican Films sent a mass solicitation 
by email last year, but allegedly did not 
fulfill orders that had been placed. They 
have surfaced once again, advertising 
Episcopal and Anglican DVDs with “spe-
cial pricing for a limited time only.” Be 
careful out there. 
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DWELLING IN THE WORD            

Triduum
BY PATRICK MALLOY

There is suffering and there is suffering. 
Sometimes, pain is simply a person being 
torn apart. Sometimes, pain is a person 
being put together. 

Addicts speak of “hitting bottom” 
as if it were the greatest gift they had 
ever received. Recognizing their own 
powerlessness to rescue a life gone off 
the rails, they simultaneously admit 
their need for a savior. They call it their 
“Higher Power.” Most Christians would 
call it God. Most Christians would call it 
Christ.

What allows addicts to rejoice in the day 
they hit bottom is that the bottom is where 
they finally found God. “Hitting bottom” 
was not the precondition for grace. It 
was not what came before God began 
the divine transformative work. God was 
restoring the addict to sanity even as life 
spiraled downward into insanity. In the 
midst of the suffering was the salvation. 
In the midst of the loss was the gain.

Addicts are not the only ones whose 
lives are examples of suffering and 
salvation, not following one upon the 
other, but coming together in a single 
continuous event. What looks like the 
old world falling apart is actually the 
new world springing forth. Exactly where 
the old ends and the new begins, it is 
impossible to say. Priests see it all the time 
in pastoral work, but so does anyone else 
who partners with a friend in distress. 
Often what seems hopeless to a suffering 
person is, to an outsider, so obviously a 
moment of grace: an opportunity for life-
changing transformation. So, we wait, 
not discounting the suffering, not even, 
perhaps, challenging the sense of despair. 
We just wait and, however it seems best, 
we hold the suffering person until even 
she can see what we already see, until he 
can recognize that God was saving him 
even when he felt most lost.

In the sixth century, the poet Venantius 
Fortunatus wrote a poem in honor of a 
supposed relic of the true cross. It has 
come into the Hymnal 1982 as The Royal 
Banners Forward Go. What Fortunatus 
captures so beautifully and so clearly 
is that, in the passing of Jesus from life 
through death into glory, grace was never 
absent. Never had God deserted the Son; 
rather, even in what seemed like tragedy, 
God’s saving hand was already at work. 

So the cross, rather than being ugly and 
shameful, an unfortunate part of the 
story better left behind, is instead a thing 
of beauty and glory. Already on the cross, 
Jesus’ glory had begun.

O tree of beauty, tree most fair,
Ordained those holy limbs to bear
Gone is thy shame, each crimsoned bough
Proclaims the king of glory now.

Some people think it odd, if not a bit 
macabre, that we Christians dangle crosses 
around our necks and hang them on our 
walls and mount them above our altars. 
They liken it to using miniature electric 
chairs as jewelry or art. In fact, at least 
one year a few decades ago at the Church 
of Christ and St. Stephen in New York, 
an artist did hang an electric chair above 
the altar on Good Friday. But the art and 
the idea miss the mark. What Christians 
see in the cross is not the destruction of 
a life but its fulfillment; not defeat but 
triumph.

Fulfilled is all that David told
In true prophetic song of old:
How God the nations’ king should be,
For God is reigning from the tree.

The cross is not an electric chair. It is a 
throne.

Modern popular Christianity could 
never grasp such complexity or such 
subtlety. What sells is a gospel that treats 
suffering as bad and success as good. It 
is a false gospel that would never see the 
cross as a thing of beauty and glory. An 
unfortunate inconvenience at best, but 
then came the reward. God got his pound 
of flesh; in return, God gave Jesus the 
glory. Modern popular Christianity could 
never grasp that God had already glorified 
Jesus and was glorifying him as he reigned 
from the tree. In the man who willingly 
suffered for others and for the sake of his 
own integrity, the true Gospel sees the 

face of God. We do not have to wait for 
the resurrection.

And even before the cross, the mystery 
of God’s life was revealed in the final days 
of Jesus’ ministry. As he gave himself to 
his disciples as fragile Bread and Wine; as 
he made himself their servant, stooping 
even to the task of washing their feet; as 
he knowingly and willingly allowed his 
betrayer to be free even if it meant his own 
death; as he stood clear and proud and 
strong before Pilate, Jesus was living the 
glorified life. Jesus was living, in the midst 
of his humanity, the life of God. Who Jesus 
was and what he did from his Last Supper 
to the cross was not the precondition for 
him manifesting God’s glory. It was God’s 
glory. Jesus is the glory of God made flesh; 
at no time in his earthly life was it so clear 
as during those last days. 

Every year, the church celebrates 
those days in a feast called “The Paschal 
Triduum.” It stretches from sundown on 
Maundy Thursday (which, according to 
the way the liturgical day is calculated, is 
actually the beginning of Good Friday) to 
sundown on Easter Sunday. The three 24-
hour days are, in fact, one liturgical day. 
They celebrate, not three distinct events 
but one complex dynamic. They celebrate 
that the self-offering of God to the world 
in Christ is the revelation of God’s glory. 
The resurrection is but one facet of how 
the Divine Majesty is revealed.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, like the Roman Catholic 
Church, sets the three days apart as a 
separate season, sandwiched between 
Lent and Easter. Unfortunately, the 
Prayer Book does not – but the liturgies it 
provides for those three days are, in fact, 
a single liturgy. There is no dismissal on 
Maundy Thursday or Good Friday. The 
church does not “go,” it just waits so it 
can begin again where it left off. One of 
the church-published commentaries on 
the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship
says it this way. “The Triduum engages us 
from Thursday until Sunday in a unified 
act. What happens on Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil forms 
a continuous dramatic story.” The service 
book of the Lutheran Church, Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship, makes it even clearer. 
“The services of Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and the Vigil of Easter unfold in a 
single movement, as the church each year 

makes the passage with Christ through 
death into life.”

The key to these liturgies, and why they 
are the very heart of the liturgical year, is 
revealed in the tense of what the Lutheran 
book says. What these liturgies (or, rather, 
this protracted liturgy) celebrate is a 
current reality, not something long past. 
The church actually makes the passage with 
Christ. That is because what we celebrate 
in those days is not just what happened 
to Jesus long ago or even who Jesus once 
was. It is what happens still, and who he is 
still. Always and forever, it is of God’s very 
nature to give the Divine Self for the sake 
of what God has made. In God’s self-giving 
is God’s glory, and in God’s glory is God’s 
self-giving. The resurrected Christ does not 
leave the marks of the nails behind. The 
glorified body is a scarred body. And the 
blood of the Risen One does not disappear 
from the tree. The shameful cross is a 
glorious cross.

To do these liturgies so that they are 
experienced as one continuous event 
requires skill and effort. To celebrate them 
with a vigor and ritual fullness that can 
reveal the Mystery they contain demands 
deep understanding, focus, time, and a 
great deal of work. It is worth it. It is worth 
it because, to understand what this three-
day-long day celebrates is to understand 
and to actually experience what the 
world knows of God by knowing Christ. 
Understanding it and experiencing it, the 
church is equipped ever more strongly 
to embody it: to be the Body of Christ 
in the world, to give the saving dynamic 
flesh today. In the Triduum, the Gospel 
in its fullness finds expression, and the 
church is invited yet again to live the life it 
received at the font.

Father Patrick Malloy is rector of Grace 
Allentown and author of Celebrating the 
Eucharist, now available from Church Publishing. 
The people of Grace Church invite members of 
the Diocese whose parishes do not celebrate the 
Paschal Triduum to join them for the feast. All 
the services will begin at 7:30 p.m. 
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