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The newSpin newsletter is published six to eight times monthly for clergy, 
members of diocesan ministry committees, wardens, vestry members and all 
who have specific ministry responsibilities in congregations of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list. Send your email 
address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin blog.  
 
Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser. 
  
The only time in 20 years that a bishop ... 
[By Jenifer Gamber] For more than thirty years, St. John the Divine, a 
massive Gothic Revival Cathedral in Manhattan and the Cathedral for 
the Diocese of New York, has hosted NIGHTWATCH, an evening of 
fun, discovery and worship for junior and senior high youth. 
On January 24, eighty youth and adults from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, including Bishop Paul, traveled to New York City to attend 
NIGHTWATCH. Paul Logan, the leader of the program, was thrilled. It 
was the only time in his 20-year memory that a bishop attended with 
the youth from his diocese. The evening began with group games 
and singing followed by inward reflections framed by walking the 
labyrinth. After the labyrinth, the youth gathered in the quire (the area 
in the chancel between the nave and the altar) to share their 
reflections with Bishop Paul. The evening ended with a candlelight 
meditation and Eucharist led by Bishop Paul at the high altar at 
midnight. Although the cleaning and restoration of the Cathedral after 
the fire in 2001 has closed off nearly two-thirds of the narthex, the 
vast space of the Cathedral still impressed. [Story and photos on 
pages 1 and 4 of the March issue of Diocesan Life. Bishop's column 
on page 2. Additional photos here.] 
 
Archdeacon  Stringfellow and Charlie Barebo to make 
official New Hope Campaign visit to Kajo Keji 
Tomorrow, Tuesday, February 19, Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow 
and Charlies Barebo, chair of the New Hope Campaign and member 
of Diocesan Council, will journey to our companion Diocese of Kajo-
Keji on behalf of the New Hope Campaign and the Diocese of 



Bethlehem to strengthen the ties between our dioceses, meet with 
Stephen Tomor, who is to be Bethlehem's representative in Kajo-Keji 
during the Campaign's construction of schools and the Canon 
Benaiah Poggo College, and inspect the progress of those 
constructions. Bishop Anthony Poggo is arranging for them to meet 
representatives of other non-government organizations and the 
Commissioner of Kajo-Keji County. They will return on February 27. 
Read more on page 5 of the March issue of Diocesan Life.  
 
Diocese of Bethlehem missioners visited with Kajo Keji 
families 
Jo Trepagnier, Char Horst and Father Earl Trygar visited recently with 
our sisters and brothers in the Diocese of Kajo Keji. See pages one 
and five of the February issue of Diocesan Life here for a story (with 
photos) by Jo. View additional photos provided by Jo here. There s a 
story by Char about Stella and her baby on pages 1 and 5 of 
the March issue of Diocesan Life. View additional photos provided by 
Char here. 
 
Diocesan Life/March 
Find it here. Stories and features include: Bishop's Day with Youth in 
NYC. Bishop Paul's column on visit with youth to St John the Divine 
Cathedral for Nightwatch program. Reflections by youth. What is 
Stella's future and what will become of baby Laura in Kajo Keji? 
Father Gerns named Canon Pastor to the Bishop. Three new 
deacons. Debra Kissinger accepts position with Diocese of 
Indianapolis.New Hope column by Charlie Barebo. ASapp's Fales. A 
Spiritual Journey in Recovery from Alcohol. Calendar. Cycles of 
Prayer. Triduum, by Father Pat Malloy. 
 
Christophany 
[From Mother Demery Bader-Saye] The deadline for Christophany 
registrations is March 1. Christophany will be such a joy this year -- 
with a BIG focus on outreach and mission. We will be packaging 
50,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now, and we will be raising funds for 
the New Hope Campaign by doing the Great Diocesan Water Walk!  
And of course -- there will be campfires, hikes, the mega-hit power 
swing activity and lots of other uplifting and joyful activities. 



Christophany is for youth grades 6-12. A reminder also to adults who 
work at youth events: you, too, need to complete registration forms. 
Visit our diocesan youth website for more info and forms about 
Christophany as well as the Jr. High Mission Trip and EYE (the 
national event for for Sr. High youth) whose deadlines also are fast 
approaching. 
 
Chrism Mass 
March 13, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. Clergy will renew their 
vows. All are welcome to attend. Those with ministries with the sick 
and in teaching are especially encouraged to attend as we bless the 
oil of catechumens and the oil for the sick. Lunch will be provided. 
Parish offices will be asked later to provide a count. 
 
Events calendar 
Feb. 19: Mission Trip to Sudan: Archdeacon Stringfellow and Charlie 
Barebo 
Feb. 20: Celebrating the Eucharist workshop for priests, sponsored by 
Bucks Deanery of the Diocese of Pennsylvania, led by Patrick Malloy. 
More info here. 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen s, 
Wilkes-Barre. Download the brochure here. 
March 1: Deadline for Christophany registrations. More info here. 
March 2: New Hope Rededication Sunday 
March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at 
Moravian Seminary. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
March 27: Diocesan Council, at Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m. 
April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace 
Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 
April 19: Evangelism consultant training at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. More 
info here. 
April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 
May 2-4: Retreat for Christian Educators/Youth Workers, Kirby 
House. More info here. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop s Appreciation 
Reception. 
May 13: Clergy Day 



May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 
May 17: Safeguarding God's Children at Cathedral, Bethlehem and 
St. Luke's, Scranton. More info here. 
May 18: Jazz Eucharist at the Cathedral, 10:30 a.m. The Cathedral 
Jazz Band. 
June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary s Center, 
Scranton. 
June 10: Reception of RC priests as priests of the Episcopal Church 
June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info here. 
July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 
Aug. 15: Ordination of priests, Cathedral, 7:00 p.m. 
Oct. 10-11: Diocesan Convention 
  
John M. Garber 
John M. Garber, 52, Reading, formerly of Tamaqua, died Feb. 5, 
2008, in his home. He was a member of St. Gabriel's Episcopal 
Church, Douglassville, where he was organist/choirmaster for 19 
years. He was a member of the American Guild of Organists, the 
Association of Anglican Musicians and a founding member of the 
local chapter of Integrity in the Diocese of Bethlehem. He was a 
major participant in the redesign of the worship space at St. Gabriel's 
and the church's acquisition of a new Allen organ. Memorial services 
were held on Satuday, February 16, in St. Gabriel's Church. Read 
more here. 
 
Harold Wharton Black, Jr. 
Harold Wharton Black, Jr., 87, Wyomissing, died Feb. 11, 2008, in 
Wyomissing Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, Reading. A member 
of Christ Episcopal Church, Reading, he was the husband of Deborah 
(Gibbs) Black. Harold was a typographer for CBS and Black Inc., both 
in New York City. He also was a freelance typographer in both New 
York and Berks County, retiring in 1987. Read more here. 
 
Mark Laubach performs Cesar Franck on YouTube 
Mark Laubach, 1984 Winner of the American Guild of Organist's 
national organ-playing competition, performs Cesar Franck's Final, 
Opus 21, from Franck's Six Pieces for organ, on the Berghaus organ 
at Grace Lutheran Church in the River Forest (Chicago), Illinois. See 



and hear the opening section here and the conclusion here. Mark is 
music minister at St. Stephen's Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 
 
Montrose donates Christmas offering to New Hope 
Campaign 
On Sunday, February 10, St. Paul s, Montrose presented Mr. Charlie 
Barebo with a check for $1,200 for the New Hope Campaign. The 
parish had committed its Christmas 2007 offering to the Campaign for 
projects in Kajo Keji and Northeast Pennsylvania.  Mr. Barebo was 
visiting the parish to acquaint the parishioners with the needs and the 
plans for the $3.6 million mission outreach. Read story and view 
photo here. 
 
At Mediator Allentown 
Children of Abraham, People of the Book 
An exploration of how Jews, Christians, and Muslims relate to sacred 
Scripture. A flyer which may be downloaded here describes Mediator 
Allentown's Lenten series of worship services, adult forums and visits 
to the Lehigh County Conference of Churches, Keneseth Israel and 
the Islamic Center of the Lehigh Valley. The church welcomes all. 
Anyone interested in participating in the events scheduled outside of 
Sunday should contact the church office at 610-434-0155 or at 
Mediatorec@verizon.net. 
 

Daughters of the King  
St. Andrew's, Allentown, has begun to form a local chapter of the 
Daughters of the King. See photo here. 
 
Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World  
A Christian Educator's Retreat will take place May 2-4 at Kirby 
Episcopal House, Mountain Top. Retreat leader will be the Rev. 
Robyn Szoke. The retreat will feature a variety of forms of meditation, 
movement, music, massage and manicures. A chance to nurture your 
Mary in an increasing Martha world. More info here. 
 
The eMinistry Network 
For those who unable to spare the time or expense to travel to 
a conference, eministrynetwork.org offers E Ministry classes 



throughout the year on a number of topics. A teleclass is a class held 
on the telephone, just like a conference call.  People call in from all 
over the country at the scheduled time of the class. A presentation by 
the leader on the class topic is given followed by conversation 
and questions. eMinistry classes always begin and end with prayer. 
Check out upcoming eministry teleclasses here. Jenifer Gamber will 
lead a class on Monday, February 25, on how to design a 
confirmation program that speaks to teens and invites their ministry in 
the world. Other classes include the labyrinth with Lauren Artress and 
daily devotional 
writing by Barbara Crafton.  
 
Sermons by Episcopal teens 
Read sermons by Episcopal teens here. Wonder with hope about the 
clarity with which they hear the call to serve God's people. 
 
Episcopal Life Focus 
The February Episcopal Life Focus, now available here, features: a 
U2 Eucharist held at the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia; a program 
from Alaska which teaches indigenous music to teens; a discussion 
with the Rev. Martini Shaw, rector of historic St. Thomas African 
Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, PA (founded by Absalom Jones) 
and dean of the 40th anniversary conference and meeting of the 
Union of Black Episcopalians (UBE); and a pastoral reflection on Lent 
by the Rev. Canon Chuck Robertson. 
 
Parish Websites and Newsletters 
Here is a list, with links, of parishes of the Diocese of Bethlehem that 
have websites. It includes a user-friendly link to the newsletters of 
those parishes that send me pdf files of their newsletters. Please 
send corrections/updates to Bill Lewellis. 
 
Five primates [four African, one South American] will 
not be at Lambeth 
Archbishops Peter Akinola of Nigeria, Emmanuel Kolini of Rwanda, 
Benjamin Nzimbi of Kenya, Henry Orombi of Uganda, and Gregory 
Venables of the Southern Cone -- who make up five of the 38 
Anglican Primates -- have decided not to attend the Lambeth 



Conference, this summer's once-a-decade gathering, to protest the 
invitations extended by the Archbishop of Canterbury to the Episcopal 
Church's bishops. Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori said: 
"The gathering will be diminished by their absence, and I imagine that 
they themselves will miss a gift they might have otherwise received. 
"None of us is called to 'feel at home' except in the full and immediate 
presence of God. It is our searching, especially with those we find 
most 'other,' that is likely to lead us into the fuller experience of the 
body of Christ. Fear of the other is an invitation to seek the face of 
God, not a threat to be avoided. The five primates have said that 
while they are "formally out of communion with the Episcopal 
Church," their action was "not intended to signal that we are walking 
out of the Communion."They acknowledged that some of them "have 
not been able to take communion with the Presiding Bishop of the 
Episcopal Church since February 2005" because of the 2003 
consecration of Robinson, an openly gay partnered man, as bishop of 
New Hampshire. They suggest that the consecrators of Gene 
Robinson should withdraw themselves from representative functions 
in the Anglican Communion. ABC Rowan Williams has confirmed that 
more than 600 out of 880 bishops have accepted invitations to 
Lambeth so far. [Read the Episcopal News Service story here.] 
 
PB accepts four bishops' renunciations of ministry 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori has accepted four 
bishops' renunciations of ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church, a 
senior representative of her office has confirmed ... David J. Bena, 
resigned bishop suffragan of the Diocese of Albany, N.Y.; Andrew H. 
Fairfield, resigned bishop of the Fargo-based Diocese of North 
Dakota; and Howard S. Meeks, resigned bishop of the Diocese of 
Western Michigan, based near Kalamazoo; Jeffrey N. Steenson, 
resigned bishop of the Diocese of Rio Grande, an Albuquerque-based 
jurisdiction encompassing New Mexico and a portion of Southwest 
Texas including El Paso. The four letters state that with regard to 
each bishop "the action is taken for causes that do not affect his 
moral character." [Read the Episcopal News Service story here.] 
 
Back Issues 
Find recent back issues of the newSpin 



newsletter: 080205; 080126; 080119; 080114; 080110; 080107; 0801
04; 080101; 071228. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian 
(1998) 
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 
Website, Blog, Email (c)610-216-2726, (w)610-691-5655x229, (h)610-820-
7673 
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. [Bernard Lonergan] 
 
 


