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The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 

members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 

leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 

the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 

blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
 

Lent takes us by surprise this year 

Lent takes us by surprise this year. On Ash Wednesday there will be a good 
number of homes with Christmas lights still to be taken down, and there will 
be at least one basement and garage on my block with holiday detritus still 
tugging the mind back to 2007. For some, the February 3rd Super Bowl and 
Mardi Gras will collide to form a mega-party that will leave them a bit dazed 
when they plunge into Lent on the 6th. Perhaps that is all for the good. There 
are gifts in the suddenness. Lent and Easter are moveable; they follow the 
Jewish calendar based on the cycles of the moon, cycles that do not fit with our 
regular solar calendar. That astronomy lesson is long forgotten, however, and 
the Church has in practice chosen to live with what we can never quite 
routinize or domesticate. The forty days and the great feast come when they 
come. What we are given by the fact that the day of ashes an the day of 
Resurrection come on different dates each year is the reminder that God’s time 
is astonishingly different than our own, and that is just fine. It is not too hard to 
remember that the ashes can come at any time. Our mortality is evident. But 
early Lent means early Easter: resurrection may appear when you least expect 
it. Perhaps this is the year in which we will be well-served and nourished by 
the early feast, for there is much to be done as we grow together in vision and 
mission.  The oddness of Lent’s timing this year may be the stimulus to see our 
lives a bit differently, to open our hearts to perceive God’s hand at work in us 
and around us in new and delightful ways. The hint of tinsel in the ashes and 
suddenness of the journey may be exactly the reminder we need that we are on 
the express train to new life. [Bishop Paul, an introduction written for Hidden 

Springs, daily reflections on the Lenten journey by parishioners of the 

Cathedral, Bethlehem.] 

 

John Garber 
[From Scott Allen] John Garber died last night at his home. He struggled with the complications 
of diabetes for a long time, although the cause of death is unknown. John was the Organist-

Choirmaster of St. Gabriel's Douglassville. He co-founded (along with Dixie White, Rick Bond 

and me) Integrity Bethlehem back in 1992 (I think!). He was a committed Christian as well as a 
proud gay man. He shall be missed by all of us who knew him. I will pass on more information 

on Funeral/Memorial arrangements when I find them out. 

 

Bishop Paul ordains three deacons 
Bishop Paul ordained Rodney Conn (Grace Allentown), Hillary Dowling Raining (Trinity 

Bethlehem) and Bernice Reichard (St. Anne’s Trexlertown) to the diaconate, February 2, at the 



Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. Download Bishop Paul's sermon here. View photos 

by Bill Lewellis here. 

 
Diocesan Life/February 

Download it here. 
 

Dead Man Working (with pictures) 
I’ve seen the dead working. That’s the first line of Bishop Paul’s February 2008 column for 

secular newspapers. It appears in The Morning Call, Allentown, on the first Saturday of every 
month. It usually appears also in six or seven additional papers at some point during the month. 

The combined circulation of papers that publish the column regularly is about 400,000. Some 120 

columns have been published over the past eleven years. If your newspaper does not publish the 
column and you might consider speaking with the editor about that, please email Bill Lewellis. 

Read Dead Man Working here. 

 

Burning of Ashes 
In Allentown, at Grace Episcopal Church's Grace Montessori School Thursday, January 31, 

Father Pat Malloy burns palms for kids in 1st and 2nd grade. See photo here. 
 

Debra Kissinger 
The Rev Debra Kissinger, missioner to children and child advocate for the Diocese of Bethlehem 
since May 2001, has accepted a position with the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis as canon for 

education and formation on the staff of Bishop Catherine M. Waynick, effective April 1. More 

info and a photo here. 
 

Sedentary lifestyle accelerates aging 
People who are physically active in their free time may be biologically younger than couch 
potatoes, a new British study suggests. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this.] 

 

Parish Websites and Newsletters 
Here is a list, with links, of parishes of the Diocese of Bethlehem that have websites. It includes a 

user-friendly link to the newsletters of those parishes that send me pdf files of their newsletters. 

Please send corrections/updates to Bill Lewellis. 
 

Sermons 
Here is a list, with links, of those parish websites whereon sermons are published. I’d appreciate 
receiving corrections/updates. 

 

Parish Histories 
Here is a list of parishes that have something of their history published online. The link, in some 

instances, is to a history page on the parish website; in other instances, the link is to the most 

recently published parish profile containing the history of the parish. If you do not find a link to 
the history of your parish below, please send the link to Bill Lewellis. 

 

Diocese of Bethlehem missioners visit with Kajo Keji families 
Jo Trepagnier, Char Horst and Father Earl Trygar have returned safely from their recent mission 

trip to our sisters and brothers and the Diocese of Kajo Keji, with stories and pictures. See pages 
one and five of the February issue of Diocesan Life here. More in March. View photos provided 

by Char Horst here. View photos provided by Jo Trepagnier here. 

 



From tennis star to nun 
Remember tennis wonderkid Andrea Jaeger? She's been a Dominican nun in the Episcopal 

Church since 2006. Read more here. 

 

New Hope Rededication Sunday is March 2 
In December Dale Bateman of Kirby-Smith, the consulting firm for the New Hope Campaign, 

wrote to our congregations about plans for Rededication Sunday for New Hope on March 2. The 

Archdeacon recently sent a follow-up email note to clergy with more info. Materials will be 
electronically mailed by diocesan information coordinator Kat Lehman on February 26. She will 

be the one who will field questions about the materials. 

 

Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 

March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Download the brochure here. 

 

Workshop at Mediator Allentown 

 [From Maria Tjeltveit] The Way of Communion: Spiritually Minded Eating for Carnally Minded 

Americans, is a workshop offered at the Episcopal Church of the Mediator, on Friday and 

Saturday, February 15 and 16. It will be led by John and Mary Granger, who are Orthodox 

Christians. John is a member of the Orthodox Speakers Bureau, and writes and lectures 

extensively on Harry Potter. He grew up as an Episcopalian. Mary does therapeutic cooking for 
people with cancer and other health issues. They and their seven children are active in their 

Orthodox Church in Trenton, New Jersey. Please see the attachment for more details on this 

unusual workshop, which is very timely for those of us who embrace disciplines like fasting and 
frequent Communion during Lent. Call 610-434-0155 to register. Download more info here. 

 

Episcopal Church news, commentary and information 
Many find these resources helpful. 

 

Gospel in action at Christophany (April 25-27) 
[From Demery Bader-Saye, missioner for youth, Diocese of Bethlehem] I'm writing with exciting 

news about Christophany, a diocesan youth retreat for DioBeth's 6-12 graders and their friends! 

In addition to raising money for New Hope Youth via The Great Diocesan Water Walk, 
Christophany participants will be packaging over 50,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now, a non-

profit, international relief organization committed to ending hunger worldwide. Please encourage 

6-12 graders in your parishes to come to Christophany to experience the gospel in action! 
 Information and registration forms may be found on the diocesan youth website.  

 

Note card sale will benefit local food bank 
 [From Jenifer Gamber] In my work with the digital arts, I have come to know Anne Wetzel, an 

Episcopal photographer now living in Maine. You can see her work here. Some of her most 

striking images are of Holy Week at Saint James Cathedral in Chicago. These images grace the 
book, Through the Window of the Ordinary: Experiences of Holy Week  (Church Publishing) and 

some are also available as note cards. They are simply beautiful. I purchased two sets last year 

and she asked if I could help her sell some of her inventory. Find a flyer that shows the images on 

the note cards here. They cost $20 for 12 high-quality cards and envelopes. As an extra benefit, 
fifty percent of the proceeds will be donated to a food bank in the Lehigh Valley. If you'd like to 

buy a set, send your name and the quantity you'd like to me. I'll send the cards to you along with 

the bill. Enjoy. 
 

Tell me, please 



If you don’t see anything in newSpin about your parish, it’s probably because no one is sending 

me information about your outreach and events. Tell me. Tell me. Email is best. Thanks. –Bill 
 

“Anglican Films” may be a scam 
Several people I know were burned last year by "Anglican Films" which sent out a mass 
solicitation by email, but allegedly did not fulfill orders that had been placed and paid for. They 

have surfaced once again, advertising Episcopal and Anglican DVDs I've not heard of elsewhere, 

with "special pricing for a limited time only." Be careful out there.  
 

John Dear to lead Lenten Retreat at Kirkridge 
[From Janet Chisholm] As coordinator for peacemaking at Kirkridge Retreat Center, I have 
invited John Dear, SJ, to offer a Lenten Retreat, February 22-24. John and I have worked together 

for years.  I can witness to the fact that he is grounded in the scriptures and lives out the Gospel. 

Many people speak of his charisma and his prophetic voice. He is a peace activist, former 
executive at FOR, writer, charismatic speaker and national retreat leader.  He spent 8 months in 

jail for a Plowshares Action and has many arrests for his peaceful civil disobedience. His books 

include Jesus the Rebel, Disarming the Heart, The Sacrament of Civil Disobedience, 

Transfiguration, The Questions of Jesus, and Living Peace.  The retreat will be on The Passion, 

Death and Resurrection of the Nonviolent Jesus, an Easter preparation in prayer, reflection and 

Bible study as viewed through the lens of active nonviolence. Kirkridge is halfway between 

Stroudsburg and Bangor just off route 191.  Registration for the program:  www.kirkridge.org or 
610-588-1793. program $135+room/board $175; as for commuter rate; scholarships available. 
 

Ecumenical noonday Lenten Services in Wilkes-Barre 
Download the schedule of preachers and musicians here. 
 

Music at St. Luke’s, Lebanon 
Download the schedule here. 
 

Events calendar 
Feb. 7: Diocesan Council, Grace, Kingston 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 

Feb. 19: Mission Trip to Sudan: Archdeacon Stringfellow and Charlie Barebo 

Feb. 20: Celebrating the Eucharist workshop for priests, sponsored by Bucks Deanery of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, led by Patrick Malloy. More info here. 

March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Download 

the brochure here. 
March 2: New Hope Rededication Sunday 

March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 

March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 

April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at 
Moravian Seminary. 

April 19: Evangelism consultant training at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. More info here. 

April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 
May 2-4: Retreat for Christian Educators/Youth Workers, Kirby House. More info here. 

May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Reception. 

May 13: Clergy Day 
May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 

May 18: Jazz Eucharist at the Cathedral, 10:30 a.m. The Cathedral Jazz Band. 

June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary’s Center, Scranton. 

June 10: Reception of RC priests as priests of the Episcopal Church 



June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info here. 

July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 
 

Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 080130; 080126; 080119; 080114; 080110; 
080107; 080104; 080101; 071228. 

 

* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 

Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998) 

Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Website, Blog, Email (c)610-216-2726, (w)610-691-5655x229, (h)610-820-7673 

Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 

Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. [Bernard Lonergan] 


