
Cathedral youth visit Grace Allentown on Feast Day

Missioners visit with Kajo Keji families
BY JO TREPAGNIER

Southern Sudan in January is HOT and dry. Because planting and harvesting are impossible, people spend 
this time of year preparing for the future. Families make bricks for new homes and bake the bricks in the hot 

sun, cut grass for new roofs and visit within their families and clans. Schools are closed and children are home. 
Potatoes and other starches remain a major part of their diet, although their tomatoes, avocados, and bananas 
were particularly good this winter. Due to the heavy rains in the fall, the mango trees, which cover the landscape, 
have not produced their fruits. Poultry and eggs add to the diet and lots and lots of bread and rice.  [Read more 
about the January missionary trip to Kajo Keji on page A5.]

T en youth and two adult mentors from 
the Cathedral Church of the Nativi-

ty’s Rite 13 class visited Grace Episcopal 
Church in Allentown to experience a dif-
ferent expression of Episcopal worship. 
(One Sunday last year they worshiped at 
The Church of the Holy Trinity in Manhat-
tan.) With their pews facing one another, 
Grace Allentown’s worship was different 
from the beginning. To celebrate the Feast 
Day of the Baptism of Our Lord, during 
the service everyone gathered around the 
baptismal font, arm in arm, to renew their 
baptismal promises in a call-and-response 
style led by the deep voice of Canon Bill 
Lewellis. One couldn’t help but respond 
with an exclamatory “I will with God’s 
help!” [The youth tell about their experience 
on  page A5.]
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IN DIOCESAN LIFE
Receiving this gift is like being given 
a family treasure Mother Laura is 
someone whom I had the joy of receiv-
ing into this church, and someone 
with whom the people of Trinity and 
the clergy of the diocese have had the 
pleasure of working for a long enough 
time to know her value. There is no 
nervous stranger from Poughkeepsie 
waiting to be introduced tonight. 
[Bishop Paul, A2]
Lent – Dwelling in the Word Secret. 
Wilderness. Fearless. Forgiven. [A8]
Good News from New Hope We have 
received roughly $3 million in pledges, 
as of January 1. This is some 84% of 
our goal. [Charlie Barebo, A3]
Tinate losu A letter of appreciation 
from Bishop Anthony Poggo of Kajo 
Keji. [A3]
Eugene Monick The Rev. Eugene A. 
Monick, 78, of Glenburn, died on 
Christmas Day. [A3]
Stephen Paul Dr. Stephen Paul of Trinity, 
Athens – neurosurgeon, lawyer and hu-
manitarian – died on December 14. [A3]
Christophany in the Springtime            
spiritual adventure exploring need and 
gratitude for DioBeth youth and friends, 
grades 6-12, April 25-27 at Spruce Lake 
Retreat, Canadensis. [A4]
Episcopal Youth Event EYE 2008 will take 
place July 8-13 in San Antonio. [A4]
Junior High Mission Trip June 17-20, for 
6-8 grade youth and their friends. [A4]
New Hope Youth Campaign Youth 
of the Diocese of Bethlehem intend 
to raise $7,000 to benefit youth in our 
companion diocese of Kajo Keji. [A4]
Diocesan Training for Ministry March 
1 at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. [A6]
Celebrating the Eucharist The story 
that wrote the book. [A6]

IN EPISCOPAL LIFE
Why the Eucharist is the principal 
Sunday service. [9]
The ancient art of ecclesiastical em-
broidery. [10]
Opportunities for dialogue between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics still 
abound [13]
In a moment of crisis, the BCP does 
the heavy lifting. [17]
Download at the newSpin blog, 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_
newspin, much more news that’s fit 
to print but simply doesn’t fit on Di-
ocesan Life’s eight pages.
Bookmark the newSpin blog 
www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_
newspin
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      ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE             

Mother Laura has injected a 
healthy tension into this liturgy 

by asking us to celebrate this new as-
pect of our relationship on the eve of 
Thomas Beckett’s day, remembering 
a martyrdom that was messy and un-
necessary. His death came one night 
in the bleak midwinter because he 
stood for the integrity of the Church 
and the honor of God against an 
adolescent tyrant whom he had be-
friended.

You have 
had a ma-
jor ar ticle 
in your par-
ish newslet-
t e r  about 
Thomas’ ca-
reer, so I will 
not retell his 
story to you 
in detail. It 
h a s  b e e n 
said on the 

internet that St. Thomas Beckett 
was the last archbishop worth killing. 
That’s a silly statement and I won’t 
comment on it, but it makes a point: 
a thousand years later our Thomas 
stands out in anybody’s list of bishops 
who accepted grave retribution for 
their principles.

As long as we’re gossiping, I suspect 
that you know that it is sometimes 
said that when a new bishop is being 
ordained, what is going on in that 
prolonged huddle of bishops around 
the newbie is that the spine is being 
removed. It would be grossly unfair 
of me to tell whether that rumor is 
true or not: I’m never in favor of 
removing mystery from ritual. But 
I will say, that whether your study is 
longitudinal or latitudinal, compared 
with his colleagues, Thomas stands out 
as being possessed of large quantities 
of spine. 

He stands out as a bishop who 
did not equivocate in commitments, 
whether we consider his care of the 
poor, the defense of his clergy, or what 
in the feudal language of his day was 
called “the honor of God.”

Thomas could stand upright, and 
people did not have to guess what he 

thought or where his loyalties lay. You 
knew where you stood with Thomas, 
and you had to deal with him one way 
or another.

Like every other saint, Thomas 
requires that we come to terms with 
the totality of his character. He could 
be crude of manner, could be quite 
gruff, and is remembered in one 
English town for permanently banish-
ing nightingales because their song 
disturbed his prayers.

In my coming to terms with Thom-
as, in addition to discarding four 
previous versions of this manuscript 
(an all-time record), I had to accept 
what lay beneath his tactless exterior. 
That is this: nobody knew his faults 
better than Thomas did. He wore a 
hair shirt under his pontifical finery 
in order always to enact penance for 
his many failings and weaknesses. 
He gave up being the most powerful 
man in the country by resigning, 
against the king’s desire, the 
office of chancellor when he be-
came archbishop. He knew that 
he could have but one supreme 
loyalty.

Although the news of his 
day paid attention to his bold 
strokes for the security of the 
church, nobody much noticed 
that he slipped out at night to 
tend the sick in the leprosaria he 
started to give new hope to those 
most marginalized in England’s 
green and pleasant land. In a 
sense, the first “Lambeth Con-
ferences” were Beckett’s com-
munity meals where he daily fed 
and gave alms to the poor.

Now we learn something. 
We certainly don’t get it when 
Beckett protected a murderous 
priest (whose wrists the church 
courts had gently slapped) from 
being tried by the king’s justice. 
Further, much of what passed 
between him and Henry II ap-
pears to twenty-first-century eyes 
a power game with bishops and 
king wrestling over laws, lands, 
and incomes. 

But our point of view may change 
when we remember what happened a 

few centuries later when Henry VIII 
finally did seize the property of the 
church – England was suddenly flood-
ed with hundreds of thousands of sick, 
lame, insane, and generally suppurat-
ing wretches for whom the church 
had been caring in those monasteries 
and almshouses. There is, then, more 
going on in the story of Beckett and 
Henry than meets the eye.

It is much too complicated for us 
to describe in detail, but when Beckett 
was opposing Henry II, he was doing 
the best he could to preserve the ability 
of the church to do its ministry unim-
peded by a governmental system that 
sucked all wealth to the top and used 
it for things like war and enriching the 
already-rich instead of caring for the 
people at the bottom – but remember, 
this was a very long time ago.

Odd as his politics may sound to 
us, Beckett was not regarded as a reac-
tionary nut job in his own day; in fact, 
his death made him an instant martyr 
all across Europe. His person and the 
positions he took touched something 

deep in the souls of common people. 
His tomb rapidly became the pilgrim-
age site of which Chaucer has made 

It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

In the most positive and respectful way possi-
ble I say that receiving this gift of a new rector 
is like being given a valued family treasure. Not 
an antique, mind you, but a treasure. Mother 
Laura is someone whom I had the joy of re-
ceiving into this church, and someone with 
whom the people of Trinity and the clergy 
of the diocese have had the pleasure of work-
ing for a long enough time to know her value. 
There is no nervous stranger from Poughkeep-
sie waiting to be introduced tonight.

Mother Laura Howell

everyone who reads English aware.
In Beckett’s time of exile in France, 

he learned not to seek martyrdom or 
sainthood, but to accept that death was 
the price of his position and to receive 
it simply as that. 

T. S. Eliot, among other writers, 
has imagined what his struggle was 
like when it became clear that Henry 
and Beckett were on a collision course 
that no one could alter. Again, Beck-
ett’s spiritual achievement was that 
he accepted his death as the price of 
his position and nothing more. It was 
for others to determine whether his 
dying was martyrdom or sainthood. 
He would simply do his duty. In this I 
am reminded of Martin Luther King’s 
last speech, given very shortly before 
he died, where he commented on 
death threats made against him:

Like anybody, I would like to live…but 
I’m not concerned about that now…I 
just want to do God’s will, and he’s 
allowed me to go up to the moun-
tain…So I’m happy tonight; I’m not 
worried about anything, I’m not fear-

ing any man. Mine eyes have 
seen the glory of the coming of 
the Lord.

So, all in all, Mother Laura’s 
choice of a martyr-bishop-hu-
manitarian Beckett as patron 
of her ministry as rector of 
Trinity puts you and me on 
notice. Her choice also puts her 
in a kind of jeopardy.

First, the notice to us. Most 
easily observed is that she is 
going to expect me to behave 
like a bishop, and will continue 
her Foole-ish taunts to keep 
me brave, clean, and reverent. 
[Note to the Reader who wasn’t 
at Mr. Laura’s installation: some 
years ago, at her own request, Mo. 
Laura was appointed Foole to the 
Bishop, a symbol coming more from 
St. Paul and Russian spirituality 
than from the circus.]

But let’s go deeper. Quite 
unlike Beckett, Mother Laura 
is not a gruff person, and 
would certainly not curse the 
nightingales – or even crows 

– for interrupting her prayers 
with their songs. If my fellow Scots 
were imaginatively able to form the 

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

Receiving this gift is like being
given a family treasure

FAMILY TREASURE continues on page A7
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“Tinate Losu” from Bishop Poggo
I would like to thank you, Mama Diana, Charlie Barebo, the members 
of the New Hope Campaign and of the Mission Committee on what you 
are doing and have done for the Diocese of Kajo-Keji. Your leadership on 
this as well as other members of the team shown by your own personal 
commitments, sacrifices and contributions has greatly encouraged me 
and the people of Kajo-Keji. 
 I would like you to convey 
our appreciation and grati-
tude to the Christians of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem. Dur-
ing my visit to the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, I was happy 
to note that all people in the 
Diocese are involved in this 
campaign. I also spoke to 
many people who assured me 
of their continuous prayers 
for us in the Diocese of Kajo-
Keji. Thank you very much 
for this.
 I know that many groups of people within the Diocese are involved 
in the campaign. Let me mention two groups. I was encouraged by the 
role of the women in the campaign when I visited you in October. I 
was also grateful to hear recently that the youth in your diocese have 
decided to aid their fellow youth in the Sudan by raising a specified 
amount by June. This is a sacrifice that I believe each of these youth 
have taken on due to the love that they have for their fellow young 
people in the Diocese of Kajo-Keji.
 As I said in one of the meetings, the partnership between the Diocese 
of Kajo-Keji and the Diocese of Bethlehem is significant for the people 
of Kajo-Keji. The New Hope Campaign will, indeed, give our people 
hope in a situation of hopelessness. I do believe that history is in the 
making through the New Hope Campaign. The various projects will 
have a long-term impact on the people of Kajo-Keji.
 One of the New Hope Campaign projects is the Canon Benaiah 
Poggo College. Our immediate task is to relocate it from Adjumani in 
Uganda to Kajo-Keji. The College has also been in exile, like most of 
our people. Because of this campaign we can now plan to relocate and 
re-establish it in Sudan so it can continue to play its significant role of 
training of pastors and other leaders for Kajo-Keji and other parts of 
Southern Sudan. 
 The plans on Micro-Finance will enable us contribute to the war 
against poverty. I believe this project will enable us to alleviate pov-
erty, even though we may not eradicate poverty. The contribution of 
the campaign to education, through our work in primary education, 
is again one way of contributing to alleviation of poverty. The New 
Hope Campaign is one way you in Bethlehem are contributing to us 
in Kajo-Keji to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. I am con-
fident that The New Hope Campaign will help many people cross the 
poverty line as a result of this project.
 On behalf of the people and the Christians of the Diocese of Kajo-
Keji, I would like to say thank you very much or, as we say in Kajo-Keji, 
Tinate losu.
Thanks,
Bishop Anthony Poggo

“Tinate Losu” from Bishop Poggo
I would like to thank you, Mama Diana, Charlie Barebo, the members 
of the New Hope Campaign and of the Mission Committee on what you 
are doing and have done for the Diocese of Kajo-Keji. Your leadership on 
this as well as other members of the team shown by your own personal
commitments, sacrifices and contributions has greatly encouraged me
and the people of Kajo-Keji. 

I would like you to convey 
our appreciation and grati-
tude to the Christians of the
Diocese of Bethlehem. Dur-
ing my visit to the Diocese
of Bethlehem, I was happy 
to note that all people in the
Diocese are involved in this
campaign. I also spoke to
many people who assured me
of their continuous prayers
for us in the Diocese of Kajo-
Keji. Thank you very much
for this.

I know that many groups of people within the Diocese are involved 
in the campaign. Let me mention two groups. I was encouraged by the
role of the women in the campaign when I visited you in October. I 
was also grateful to hear recently that the youth in your diocese have 
decided to aid their fellow youth in the Sudan by raising a specified 
amount by June. This is a sacrifice that I believe each of these youth
have taken on due to the love that they have for their fellow young
people in the Diocese of Kajo-Keji.

As I said in one of the meetings, the partnership between the Diocese
of Kajo-Keji and the Diocese of Bethlehem is significant for the people
of Kajo-Keji. The New Hope Campaign will, indeed, give our people
hope in a situation of hopelessness. I do believe that history is in the 
making through the New Hope Campaign. The various projects will 
have a long-term impact on the people of Kajo-Keji.

One of the New Hope Campaign projects is the Canon Benaiah
Poggo College. Our immediate task is to relocate it from Adjumani in
Uganda to Kajo-Keji. The College has also been in exile, like most of 
our people. Because of this campaign we can now plan to relocate and 
re-establish it in Sudan so it can continue to play its significant role of 
training of pastors and other leaders for Kajo-Keji and other parts of 
Southern Sudan. 

The plans on Micro-Finance will enable us contribute to the war
against poverty. I believe this project will enable us to alleviate pov-
erty, even though we may not eradicate poverty. The contribution of 
the campaign to education, through our work in primary education, 
is again one way of contributing to alleviation of poverty. The New 
Hope Campaign is one way you in Bethlehem are contributing to us
in Kajo-Keji to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. I am con-
fident that The New Hope Campaign will help many people cross the
poverty line as a result of this project.

On behalf of the people and the Christians of the Diocese of Kajo-
Keji, I would like to say thank you very much or, as we say in Kajo-Keji, 
Tinate losu.
Thanks,
Bishop Anthony Poggo

We have received roughly 
$3,000,000 in pledges, as of 

January 1. This is some 84% of our 
goal. I’d like to take a minute and 
share some of the stories and statistics 
with you.  

We have seen 
self less sac-
rifice in the 
face of adver-
sity, disciples 
following in 
Christ’s foot-
steps. One 
family, in be-
tween jobs, 
made a large 
four figured 
gift. Another 

family had made a substantial five 
figured pledge. Their primary bread 
winner was laid off yet they have 
completely paid off their pledge. I 
am learning what faith really means 
during this campaign.
 We have data that will allow your 
parish to compare itself to other par-
ishes in our diocesan community. I 
am going to share some of that data 
with you now and will be mailing a 
letter to each rector. 
 We want to be able to compare 
each parish in an “apples to apples” 
fashion. The best way to do this is to 
compare the number of New Hope 
pledges with the average Sunday 
attendance. The following parishes 
have had over 20% of their average 
Sunday attendance pledge to New 
Hope.

1.  Good Shepherd Scranton 38%
2.  Trinity Athens 35%

3.  St. Barnabas Kutztown 30%
4.  Trinity Pottsville 28%
5.  Cathedral of the Nativity 27%
6.  Church of the Mediator 26%
7.  St. Anne’s Trexlertown 23%
8.  Trinity Easton 21%
9.  St. Peter’s Tunkhannock 21%
10.  St. Alban’s Sinking Springs 20%

 We also sought a financial mea-
sure that would level the “playing 
field.” How could we be fair to large 
and small, affluent and struggling, 
endowed and not well endowed con-
gregations? You may be amazed to see 
some of these comparisons. The per-
centage below is the dollar amount of 
New Hope pledges compared with that 
parish’s reported operating income 
from 2006.

1.  St Margaret’s Emmaus 53%
2.  St. Mark’s Moscow 52%
3.  St. Anne’s Trexlertown 51%
4.  Cathedral of the Nativity 33%
5.  Christ Church, Towanda 33%
6.   St. Peter’s Tunkhannock 30%
7.  Church of the Mediator 27%
8.   St. George’s Hellertown 26%
9.  Christ Church, Reading 23%
10.  St. Barnabas, Kutztown 23% 

As a diocesan community, we can 
rejoice in seeing that small and large 
churches, affluent and less affluent 
churches, churches located north, 
south, east and west have all obeyed 
Christ’s second command and pro-
vided New Hope to those who have 
none! May God bless you all. We ask 
for your continued support as we 
move into the Lenten season. Help 
us make our goal. 

      NEW HOPE          
for a New Sudan and the Poor Among Us

Good news from New Hope

By Charlie Barebo
New Hope Campaign Chair

The Rev. Eugene A. Monick
The Rev. Eugene A. Monick, Ph.D., 
78, of Glenburn, died on Christmas 
Day. His wife is the former Barbara 
Blair Platt. Father Monick had been 
the vicar of the innovative St. Clem-
ent’s Church in the Hell’s Kitchen 
area of Times Square, New York City, 
from 1965 to 1975. Upon graduation 
from the C. G. Jung Institute for Ana-
lytical Psychology in Zurich, Switzer-
land, 1977, he entered private practice 
as a Jungian psychoanalyst. He was the 
author of several Jungian texts on the 
links between masculinity, male aggres-
sion and male spirituality. He received 
a doctorate in psychoanalysis from the 
Union for Experimenting Colleges 
and Universities in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
in 1985. He practiced psychoanalysis 
in New York City and Scranton until 
2007. He was licensed to officiate as 
a priest in the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
A memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, December 29, at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Church of the Epiphany, Glen-

burn, preceded by a private burial for 
the family. The obituary appeared in 
the Times-Tribune, Scranton, Decem-
ber 27.

Stephen Paul
[From Barbara Caum of Trinity, Athens] 
We have lost one of our best to com-
plications of Parkinson’s disease. Dr. 
Stephen Paul was a member of Trin-
ity, Athens, for many years. He and 
Mary Beth first came to us looking 
for a church home. They found it 
with us. That was over 12 years ago. 
She was carrying twins. When Bish-
op Mark received her and confirmed  
Steve, he went to their pew because 
she had already suffered a fracture 
from carrying those twins, Savannah 
and Chandler, who are now 12. It 
was a lovely moment.
 Stephen was a neurosurgeon. When 
he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
he went to law school and passed the 
bar, but never was able to practice 
law. His disease took him over. When 

the terrible devastation happened in 
Honduras years ago, Stephen went to 
lend a hand. I wrote an article for Di-
ocesan Life about what he did. The 
article won an award from Episcopal 
Communicators.
   Stephen died peacefully December 
14 and he will be sorely missed by 
his friends and family. He was a gift-
ed man, neurosurgeon, lawyer and 
could play anything you could ever 

imagine on the piano. Just give him 
a title, and he could do it. That was 
the hardest thing for him near the 
end, he could no longer play and he 
couldn’t use his computer.
   Do please hold him in your prayers, 
but more importantly, since I am 
sure he is at peace, his wife, Mary 
Beth and his twins, Chandler and 
Savannah. 

On behalf of 
the people and 
the Christians 
of the Diocese 
of Kajo-Keji, I 

would like to 
say thank you 
very much or, 
as we say in 

Kajo-Keji, 
Tinate losu. Bishop Anthony Poggo
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ChristophanyChristophany    inin  thethe  Springtime
New Hope in Christ

 a spiritual adventure exploring need and gratitude for DioBeth Youth & 
Friends, Grades 6-12 Friday, April 25th at 6pm until Sunday, April 27th at 
1pm at Spruce Lake Retreat, Canadensis PA. (Early band practice 4pm.)

Friday  New: an exploration of truths that may be new to us...  Saturday 
Hope: overcoming despair with action.....Sunday In Christ: a celebra-
tion of Christ’s love for the whole world.
Weekend activities will include Power Swing, Art Shack, Hunger 
Relief Mission Project, Episcopal Peace Fellowship Training, Free 
time, a Make it through the Month Challenge, Prayer 
L a b y r i n t h , Meditation on the UN Rights 
of a Child, campfi re sing-a-long, 
Movie & Popcorn, Frisbee golf, Band 
jam,     Eucharist, Banquet feast. 

                A n d . . . . . . .
Get ready for the Great Diocesan Wa-
ter Walk, a group relay-marathon at 
C h r i s t o - phany this year.  The walk 
is intended to raise awareness  about how 
far people in many countries have to walk to fi nd 
drinkable water - and also to raise funds for the New Hope Youth 
Campaign.  Our goal is to raise $7,000 by June for the children 
and youth of our companion diocese in Kajo-Keji.  Once you 
have registered for Christophany, you will receive a sponsor-
ship form in the mail.  So start thinking of friends, family and fel-
low church members who might be willing to sponsor you for the 

marathon.

Christophany 2008  Registration Form  
(for youth grades 6-12 & adult leaders over the age of 24)

Name:  

Age:                                                                    Grade: 

Address: 

 

Phone Number:                                                *Email: 

Parish/Church Name:  
  
Rector/Youth Leader Signature: 

Parent(s) Name(s) - youth only: 

*If at all possible, please include an email address.  Information and updates will be sent via 
email – because of this you may want to include two email addresses – one for youth and one for 
parent/guardian.  

Friends are welcome!  So if you are not a part of an Episcopal parish, you do not need to worry 
about getting a signature from a rector/youth leader.  That part is there so that church leaders will 
know which people from their parishes are participating in a diocesan event.

Parishes are asked to register one adult for every fi ve youth.  In order to maximize spaces for 
youth, we will not be able to take extra adults.  If you have fewer than fi ve youth attending, please 
contact Demery before registering an adult.  Cost of weekend for youth: $100.  Cost for adult 
leaders: $50.  A portion of each registration fee will be used to help alleviate hunger and poverty 
in the world.  If a participant cancels within one week of the event, refund of payment will not 
be possible. Full and partial scholarships available.  Please ask your parish for help fi rst.  If your 
parish cannot help, please contact The Rev. DemeryBader-Saye: dbader-saye@diobeth.org or 
610-417-6973).  Make checks payable to: “The Diocese of Bethlehem.” Youth leaders/rectors, if 
please mail all forms & payments for your parish at one time to Diocesan House Attn: Christoph-
any 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA 18015. Space is limited and will be fi lled on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst served basis. The registration deadline is March 1, 2008. 

The Diocese of Bethlehem’s first

Jr. High Mission Trip
for 6-8 grade* youth and their friends

June 17-20, 2008
Mission/Education experience

at Salt Lake State Park & the Old Mill Village
in the Susquehannah Valley and a day of 
Whitewater Rafting on the Delaware River!

*2007-08 school year. registration deadline: March 1, 2008
Go to lifeistasty.org for registration forms

Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) 2008
“Sewn in the Heart of Christ”

The Episcopal Youth Event (EYE), for youth who will 
fi nish 9-12 grade this year, will be held July 8-13 at Trinity 
University in San Antonio, Texas. EYE is a celebration of 
1500 Episcopal youth, adult sponsors and bishops to inspire 
a deeper faith in Jesus Christ, and a renewed commitment 
to mission and ministry. Go to www.eye2008.org for more 
information. Application deadline is March 8. Come to 
Diocesan Training day on March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre for a workshop about EYE. and 
other national and regional Episcopal youth events.

have you heard about the

NEW HOPE YOUTH Campaign?
The diocesan youth council set a goal of raising $7,000 for the 
New Hope Campaign by June 2008, to benefi t our brothers and 
sisters in our companion diocese of Kajo-Keji. Why? Because 9 
out of 10 people in Kajo-Keji don’t own even one pair of shoes; 
$5 can buy a medical kit for a family to last 3 months; $10 can 
provide a bed net to protect a whole family from malaria; $120 
can buy school kits and uniforms for 50 children. The money 
raised by the youth of our diocese will be directed especially 
toward our fellow youth in Kajo-Keji. It will help countless chil-
dren & teens go to school and schools have needed supplies. So 
we’re asking the 6-12 graders of our diocese to make a dona-
tion of $50 by the end of the school year. That’s only 2 nights 
of babysitting or 3 lawns mowed or an afternoon or two of 
cleaning out grandma’s attic. $50...that’s waiting to buy 3 CD’s 
later in the summer or renting movies for a couple of months 
instead of going to the cineplex, that’s a pair of jeans and a 
sweater...that’s a pair of shoes. If you can’t give as much as 
$50, no problem - give what you can. If you can give more than 
$50 – that’s great! So please donate, and let it be for you a way 
of giving back something small to some people God loves so 
much - because you can, because of how much God loves you 
and how much you have in your life. Send your check or money 
order payable to “the Diocese of Bethlehem,” to Diocesan House 
Attn: New Hope Youth 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA  18015.
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Kathryn Ritter-Vicich, co-chair of Arts on the Mountain at Trinity Church, Mount Pocono and 
Trinity’s rector, Canon Ginny Rex Day, congratulate fellow parishioner Barry Howard on his 
art exhibit, the most recent event in a 20-year program there. In the background is Howard’s 
abstract graphic work representing Adam (left) and Eve (right). [Photo by Joanne Weiss] 
 Barry Howard, a former free lance photographer with many corporate clients, has been in 
charge of Newsweek magazine’s photo lab for some ten years. He came to the US from his 
native Aruba at the age of 6. His own artistic work is aimed at expressing spiritual values in 
abstract images consisting of drawings which are processed through computer technology to 
create the images he prints out.  [Thanks to Peter Salmon of Mt. Pocono for the photo and info.] 

Arts on the Mountain at Trinity, Mt. Pocono

The January 2008 missioners, Char 
Horst, member of St. Barnabas Kutz-
town and development officer for the 
Diocese, The Rev. Earl Trygar, St. 
Mark’s Moscow, and Jo Trepagnier, 
member of Nativity Cathedral, joined 
our friends in Kajo Keji for one week. 
The missioners participated in the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji’s annual Synod 
(conference), a four-hour ordination 
for deacons and priests followed by 
a three-hour farewell ceremony for 
Bishop Manasseh, leadership training 
for all clergy and their spouses, a cel-
ebration of the third year of the Com-
prehensive Peace Accord and visits to 
local villages and an orphanage. 
 We did a huge amount of sitting 
and listening but we learned an in-
credible amount about the parishes 
and people of Kajo Keji. 
 We heard stories that would seem as 
if we were in the United States, such 
as: how do we keep people from spend-
ing too much money on weddings and 
how do we keep children away from 
the evils of drinking? But when, in 
the next minute they discussed their 
church’s assets (three chairs, four 
plates) or their immediate needs (eye-
glasses to read the Bible), we knew that 
we were not in Pennsylvania.
 The people seemed much more 
active this year with new shops every-
where. Many more cars and bicycles! 
Schools are being re-built and a new 

nursing program has been established. 
The Bethlehem Tailoring Center will 
open soon for twenty new students. 
The women have built two new small 
buildings for about eight overnight 
students but dream of larger dorms, 
electricity, an office desk and perhaps 
funding for a chicken farm.
 The water well for the new college 
will be dug in January and dormito-
ries are well on their way. The college 
will be moved from Uganda to Sudan 
shortly, making dreams for 250 stu-
dents possible.
 The people in Sudan are kind, fun-
ny and deeply moved by our prayers. 
It is exciting to be around Bishop 
Anthony as he blends his knowledge 
of the Kuku people and the Bari lan-
guage with deep theological thoughts 
and modern economic theory. Please 
continue your prayers and know that 
the people in Southern Sudan are 
praying for you. 

Families bake bricks in the hot January sun for houses and schools.

MISSION TRIP from page A1

Youth from the Cathedral, Jenna Medieros and 
Anna Thomas, celebrate the Eucharist with 
all the ministers–priests, deacons, acolytes and 
people–around the table.     Photo by Bill Lewellis 

Photo by Jo Trepagnier

Photo by Bill Lewellis

Photo by Jo TrepagierA sign in Kajo Keji.

CATHEDRAL YOUTH from page A1

Sharing kinship 
BY ANNA THOMAS  
Upon arriving at Grace, we were greet-
ed warmly by Father Malloy, the rec-
tor. The simplicity of the white walls, 
paired with the colorful contemporary 
stained glass window in the back of 
the church, created a beautiful ambi-
ence for the service. The pews faced 
the center aisle, which struck me as 
unique and uncommon at first, but 
enabled me to observe the service 
closely, and feel a part of it.  

 For the Eucharist, the congrega-
tion gathered around the Lord’s 
Table. The congregation remained 
at the altar until everyone had taken 
Communion. This kind of Com-
munion was informal compared to 
what I am used to, but it made me 
feel that I shared a kinship with the 
others at the table, since they were 
all there with me. 
  After the service, our class went to the 
basement of the church to attend the 

Adult Forum. There, we heard about 
the social services the church provides 
for the surrounding community, where 
many live in poverty. The church pro-
vides a Montessori school, pre-school 
to third grade, a rehabilitation program 
for juvenile offenders, a food pantry, 
and legal help to those who need it. 
The church also offers literacy classes for 
adults. These services, organized by the 
members of Grace Episcopal, give their 
clients a helping hand, or even a second 
chance to fix their mistakes. 
 Attending Grace Episcopal Church 
was a wonderful experience. The visit 
showed our Rite 13 group that the 
Eucharist can be celebrated in differ-
ent, and yet meaningful ways. I thank 
God for providing us this opportunity 
and pray that He will continue to give 
us other rich experiences as we grow 
through Him. 

In for something different 
BY DAVE BRANDT
On Sunday, as we walked into Grace 
Episcopal Church, we were warmly 
greeted by several members of the 
congregation and a very friendly Fa-
ther Patrick Malloy, who explained 
to us how the congregation would 
move as the service was conducted.
 I quickly realized that we were in 
for a different kind of worship ser-
vice because the sanctuary was ar-
ranged in a very different way than I 
had ever seen. The pews were set up 
along the sides of the room and the 
congregation would be facing each 
other. The communion table was at 
one end of the room, a lectern was 
between the pews, and Father Mal-
loy sat at the other end of the room. 
I knew that I was going to have to 
pay attention to the service.

 Basically, the service was the same 
one that we have at Nativity in Beth-
lehem, but there were some differ-
ent ways of doing things that I liked. 
First, the congregation moved dur-
ing the service and all of us gathered 

together around the table for com-
munion. Second, I enjoyed the mu-
sic which, accompanied by either the 
piano or the organ, was quite “sing-
able” for just about everyone. Third, 
there were several points where 
the congregation paused for silent 
prayer. Fourth, there was real bread 
for communion. Fifth, the decanter 
for the communion wine was pretty 
cool because it looks like the Erlen-
meyer flask that we use for mixing 
things during chemistry classes.
 Overall, I enjoyed being at a some-
what different type of Episcopal 
church and realized that it’s possible 
to modify our Sunday worship with-
out changing the service. [Members 
of the Cathedral Church of the Nativ-
ity and participants in its Rite 13 class, 
Anna Thomas and Dave Brandt are 
both in the seventh grade.] 

Dave Brandt at Grace
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Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Registration and 
Hospitality, 8:15 to 9:15. Commissioning and Departure, 2:45.
 Morning Workshops: (1) Wardens/Vestry 101, led by Bishop Paul and 
Archdeacon Stringfellow. (2) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor, led 
by Father Ed Erb, continued in the afternoon. (3) Stewardship as a Way 
of Life, led by Father Robert Tate, repeated in the afternoon. (4) Planned 
Giving/St. Matthew Society, led by Char Horst and the St. Matthew Steer-
ing Committee. (5) Celebrating the Eucharist, led by Father Patrick Malloy.
 Afternoon Workshops: (6) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor, led 
by Father Ed Erb, continued from the morning. (7) Stewardship as a Way 
of Life, led by Father Robert Tate, same as morning. (8) Treasurers’ Work-
shop, led by Bruce Reiner and Richard Guyer. (9) EYE, Province III and 
Mission Ministry: What do they have to do with me? Led by Mother De-
mery Bader-Saye. (1) Parish Communication, led by Kat Lehman and Bill 
Lewellis. 
Registration deadline is February 15. Download the brochure at the newSpin blog. 

Episcopal Church Women
President Jane Nurse and her husband, Peter, have moved to Cincinnati. 
Dorothy Shaw, who had been vice president, will now serve as president. 
The Diocesan ECW Board meeting will take place May 13, Kirby House, 
at 5:00 p.m. The ECW Annual Meeting will take place May 14, also at 
Kirby House. Bishop Paul will preside and preach at the Eucharist. Jo 
Trepagnier will make a presentation on the January 2008 mission trip she, 
Father Earl Trygar and Char Horst made to Kajo Keji. 

Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Registration and
Hospitality, 8:15 to 9:15. Commissioning and Departure, 2:45.

Morning Workshops: (1) Wardens/Vestry 101, led by Bishop Paul and
Archdeacon Stringfellow. (2) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor, led
by Father Ed Erb, continued in the afternoon. (3) Stewardship as a Way 
of Life, led by Father Robert Tate, repeated in the afternoon. (4) Planned
Giving/St. Matthew Society, led by Char Horst and the St. Matthew Steer-
ing Committee. (5) Celebrating the Eucharist, led by Father Patrick Malloy.

Afternoon Workshops: (6) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor, led
by Father Ed Erb, continued from the morning. (7) Stewardship as a Way 
of Life, led by Father Robert Tate, same as morning. (8) Treasurers’ Work-
shop, led by Bruce Reiner and Richard Guyer. (9) EYE, Province III and
Mission Ministry: What do they have to do with me? Led by Mother De-
mery Bader-Saye. (1) Parish Communication, led by Kat Lehman and Bill
Lewellis.
Registration deadline is February 15. Download the brochure at the newSpin blog. 

Episcopal Church Women
President Jane Nurse and her husband, Peter, have moved to Cincinnati. 
Dorothy Shaw, who had been vice president, will now serve as president. 
The Diocesan ECW Board meeting will take place May 13, Kirby House, 
at 5:00 p.m. The ECW Annual Meeting will take place May 14, also at 
Kirby House. Bishop Paul will preside and preach at the Eucharist. Jo 
Trepagnier will make a presentation on the January 2008 mission trip she, 
Father Earl Trygar and Char Horst made to Kajo Keji. 

Might you be an evangelism consultant?
The diocesan Evangelism Commission invites you to consider prayerfully wheth-
er you would like to apply to receive training to be an evangelism consultant, 
to be able to assist local congregations plan and implement their evangelism 
ministry. The commission will train nine to twelve consultants on Saturday, 
April 19, (10:00 to 3:00) at Trinity Church, Mount Pocono (lunch provided, 
no fee) and will then ask you to join with one of the current members of the 
commission to do a third round of Regional Evangelism Training Days on May 
3, 10 or 17 at locations to be determined. From there, you would work with the 
commission and go out to parishes that request practical help in getting their 
evangelism ministry off the ground and help the commission plan future train-
ings and workshops. Download more information at the newSpin blog.

Celebrating the Eucharist 
The story that wrote the book

At Grace Church, Allentown, the people gather around the Eucharistic Table for the prayers 
and the breaking of the bread. Liturgy and outreach are intricately linked. Photo by Bill Lewellis

Father Patrick Malloy has written a 
book that may impact church commu-
nities across the country and beyond 
the Episcopal Church: Celebrating the 
Eucharist (Church Publishing). That’s 
the news. A local Episcopal church, 
however, is the story. 

Grace Episcopal Church, Fifth and 
Linden, Allentown, referred to at a 
national conference as “the largest 
small church in the USA,” launched 
the book in January with a celebra-
tion at which Episcopal spiritual 
writer Barbara Crafton preached.

Crafton says the book is one that 
“a generation of priests will turn to 
in making decisions about liturgy that 
will help congregations encounter 
Christ in the sacrament.”

Roman Catholic Jesuit priest and 
theologian John Baldovin who teach-
es at a Catholic seminary on the Har-
vard campus says the author is “one 
of the finest pastoral liturgists writing 
in America today. The usefulness of 
this work will extend far beyond the 
Anglican tradition … I plan to recom-
mend it to my students and to my 
Roman Catholic colleagues. Malloy 
writes with insight, common sense, 
and great sensitivity to the nature of 
liturgy.”

The book flows from scholarship 
and the six-year experience of Mal-
loy and the Grace Church congrega-
tion “as they have joined together to 
celebrate the Eucharist, respecting 
both the rich ancient heritage of 
the Anglican Communion and the 
authentic and specific truths of their 
lives in the world today,” says senior 
warden, Elizabeth House.

“We have discovered vital connec-
tions in the blending of old and new, 
connections to the ancient past, to 
Christians of differing views, to all 
who seek God by whatever name and 
by whatever means, connections with 
one another; and with God. We have, 
for example, pulled up the pews that 
faced the altar and rearranged them 
to face each another. This new kind of 

seating is reminiscent of monasteries 
of the Middle Ages but also based in 
modern theological understandings 
of finding God in community.”

In the preface of the book, Malloy 
writes, “Annie Dillard famously wrote 
that Sunday congregations are like 
children with chemistry sets mixing 
up batches of TNT. They are blind to 
the power they hold … For six years, 
the people of Grace Church in Al-
lentown, Pennsylvania, have realized 
that they were dealing with explosives, 
and they have handled them care-
fully. They have worked to celebrate 
the Sunday Eucharist with as much 
authenticity as they can muster, rec-
ognizing what is at stake.”

He says the congregation’s under-
standing of faith through liturgy has 
“empowered us to go into the world 
to show God’s love to the poor and 
the oppressed. For many years, we at 
Grace Church have been discovering 
how our extensive social outreach, 
our rich common life, and our liturgy 
flow in and out of one another. They 
are all so intimately linked that we 
can hardly say where one ends and 
the other begins.”

The outreach ministries have given 
Grace a reputation as a very large 
small church. Grace Montessori 
School, educating children ages 3 
to 9, uniquely combines a Montes-
sori environment with an optional 
religious component and provides 
scholarships to one-third of its diverse 
student body in two state-of-the-art 
facilities. Grace Community Foun-
dation, a food bank plus, provides 
supplemental food in a respectful 
manner to some 700 ethnically, reli-
giously and racially diverse persons. 
Other community ministries include 
the Adult Literacy Program, Weed 
and Seed Employment Services, IM-
PACT (first-time juvenile offenders 
assigned by the courts) and North 
Penn Legal Services (free legal advice 
to clients of the church’s ministries).  
AIDS Outreach had been a wide-rang-
ing community ministry of Grace 
for more than 15 years until steadily 
dwindling government funding 
forced its closing in 2006.

The multiplicity of community 
programs prompts Malloy to say that 
Grace is “more than our outreach 
programs. We are a community that 
asks the hard questions in life without 
expecting to find neat or final an-
swers; we seek to honor our children’s 
experiences of God and help them to 
dream a holy dream for the future; we 
strive to accept people for who they 
are while inviting them to become 
all they can be. All of our life – our 
life together and our life of service 

– emerges from the presence of Christ 
we discover among us when we cel-
ebrate the Eucharist. Our liturgy is 
the heart of our corporate life.”

Malloy had been a Roman Catholic 
deacon and a member of the Stand-
ing Commission on Liturgy and 
Music of the Episcopal Church. He 
holds a Ph.D. in liturgical studies 
from the University of Notre Dame. 
He was a staff member of the Notre 
Dame Center for Pastoral Liturgy 
and taught at St. John’s University, 
Collegeville, MN, and Duquesne 

University, Pittsburgh, before com-
ing to Grace Church. Diocese of 
Bethlehem Bishop Paul Marshall 
received him as an Episcopal deacon 
and ordained him as a priest of the 
Episcopal Church in 2001.

Malloy wrote the book at the 
invitation of Church Publishing to 
provide practical help and historical 
and theological insights into what is 
most significant about celebrating the 
Eucharist. 
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PRAY FOR            

FAMILY TREASURE from page A2

In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org
Pray for the success of our New Hope Cam-
paign for a New Sudan and the Needy of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania: Ignite our 
hearts, O Holy Spirit, with the love of 
Jesus. Let his compassion for the poor 
burn in us as we respond joyfully to 
his call to serve the least of his sisters 
and brothers. Let our participation in 
the work of New Hope transform us 
as individuals and as a community. 
May our unity of purpose and love 
for your creatures witness to the world 
the truth you have revealed to us in 
Christ. Receive our work as praise for 
our creation, redemption and the call 
you have given us; receive it as our re-
sponse to your eternal love. Amen.
Feb. 3–Prince of Peace, Dallas: The 
Rev. James Stevenson, rector, The 
Rev. Lou Divis, deacon. www.princeof-
peacedallas.org 
Feb. 10–St. Joseph’s Church, Pen Argyl 
and St. Mary’s Church, Wind Gap, The 
Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan, rector 
Feb. 17– St. Gabriel’s Church, Dou-
glassville, The Rev. Canon Calvin C. 
Adams, rector, The Rev. Donna Jean 
Kiessling, associate priest, The Rev. 
Sally Bosler, deacon www.stgabriels.us  
Feb. 24–St. George’s Church, Nanti-
coke The Rev. Henry J. Pease, priest-
in-charge

Anglicans Around the World  
www.anglicancommunion.org
Feb. 3–Pray for the clergy and people of 
the Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil.
Feb. 10–Pray for the clergy and people 
of the Anglican Church of Burundi.
Feb. 17–Pray for  the clergy and people 
of the Anglican Church of Canada.
Feb. 24–Pray for the clergy and people 
of the Church of the Province of Cen-
tral Africa.

The Diocese of Kajo Keji   
(Episcopal Church of the Sudan)
Pray for Bishop Anthony Poggo, the 
clergy and our sisters and brothers in 
our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji in 
the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.
God bless Africa. Guard her people. 
Guide her leaders. Give her peace.
Feb. 3–The Romogi Archdeaconry
Feb. 10–The congregation at Bori
Feb. 17–The congregation at Kimu
Feb. 24–The congregation at Labale

The Diocese of Swaziland
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in 
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and 
the Diocesan AIDS Ministry. 

Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of devastation along the Gulf Coast, 
and those dedicated to their relief. 
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, Pales-
tine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our 
hearts and throughout the world. 

Pray for the victims of natural disas-
ters, especially the people and church-
es of northeastern Nicaragua and the 
Moravian communities there. 

Pray for the victims of terrorism and 
their families. 

Pray for relief workers and grief counselors. 
Pray for the protection of children and 
for the many victims of abuse, and 
their families.

Jan. 25-26–Bishop’s Day with Youth
Nightwatch in New York City.
Jan. 27 – Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit
Jan. 29 – Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 
Church, Mt. Pocono, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 2 – Ordination of Deacons, 11:00 
a.m.  Rodney Conn, Bernice Reichard, 
Hillary Dowling Raining, at Cathedral, 
Bethlehem
Feb. 3 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to  
St. Stephen’s Church, Whitehall
Visitation of Bishop Croneberger  to 
Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono
Feb. 4 – Archdeacon’s visit to St. Mark’s 
Church, Moscow, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 5 – Clergy Bible Study 1
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Feb. 6 – Ash Wednesday
Feb. 9 – Bishop’s School
Feb. 10 – Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to  St. Mark’s Church, Moscow
Feb. 12 – Clergy Bible Study 3
St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Archdeacon’s visit to St. Andrew’s 
Church, Alden, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 13 – Clergy Bible Study 2
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 14 – Clergy Bible Study 8
Christ Church, Towanda, 10:00 a.m.
Feb. 16 – Bishop’s School
Feb. 17/19 – Clergy Retreat
Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton

Feb. 20 – Clergy Bible Study 6
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre, 9:30 a.m. 
Clergy Bible Study 7
St. Mark’s, Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Archdeacon’s visit, St. Clement’s/St. Pe-
ter’s Church, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 24 – Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to  Christ Church, Towanda
Visitation of Bishop Croneberger  
to St. Andrew’s Church, Alden
March 1 – Training for Ministry   
The Diocesan Training for Ministry Confer-
ence will take place at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre. Please see page A6.
March 2 – New Hope Renewal Sunday
Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. Clem-
ent’s/St. Peter’s Church, Wilkes-Barre
Visitation of Bishop Croneberger to 
Good Shepherd Church, Scranton
March 7 – God and Human Flour-
ishing Miroslav Volf, Moravian Semi-
nary, 9:30-2:30
March 8 – Bishop’s School 
March 13 – Chrism Mass
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m.
March 15 – Bishop’s School 
March 16 – Palm Sunday
March 20 – Maundy Thursday
March 21 – Good Friday
March 22 – Easter Vigil  
Bishop Croneberger at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathe-
dral, Wilkes-Barre

March 23 – Easter Sunday Bishop 
Paul at the Cathedral
April 10 – Unbinding the Gospel: 
Real-Life Evangelism. Martha Grace 
Reese, 9:30 to 2;30, at Moravian Semi-
nary, Bethlehem
April 19 – Bishop’s School 
April 25-27 – Christophany
Please see page A4.
April 26 – Bishop’s School 
May 3 – Bishop’s School 
May 4 – St. Matthew Society Sunday
Bishop’s Appreciation Reception 
May 13 – Clergy Day
May 14 – ECW Annual Meeting
At Kirby House. Bishop Paul will pre-
side and preach at Eucharist. Jo Trep-
agnier will make a presentation on the 
mission trip she, Father Earl Trygar and 
Char Horst made to Kajo Keji.
May 17 – Safeguarding God’s Children 
An educational program for preventing 
child abuse. Cathedral, Bethlehem, 
and St. Luke’s, Scranton. Both, 9:30 to 
3:30. Please see www.diobethkids.org.
Bishop’s School 
June 8 – Clergy&Spouse/Guest Dinner
St. Mary’s Center, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 17-20 – Jr High Mission Trip
Please see page A4.
July 8-13 – EYE 2008
Please see page A4.
Aug. 15 – Ordination of Priests
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 10-11 – Diocesan Convention

PLAN AHEAD            PRAY FOR
In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Pray for the success of our New Hope Cam-
paign for a New Sudan and the Needy of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania: Ignite our
hearts, O Holy Spirit, with the love of 
Jesus. Let his compassion for the poor
burn in us as we respond joyfully to
his call to serve the least of his sisters
and brothers. Let our participation in
the work of New Hope transform us
as individuals and as a community.
May our unity of purpose and love
for your creatures witness to the world
the truth you have revealed to us in
Christ. Receive our work as praise for
our creation, redemption and the call
you have given us; receive it as our re-
sponse to your eternal love. Amen.
Feb. 3–Prince of Peace, Dallas: The
Rev. James Stevenson, rector, The
Rev. Lou Divis, deacon. www.princeof-
peacedallas.org 
Feb. 10–St. Joseph’s Church, Pen Argyl
and St. Mary’s Church, Wind Gap, The
Rev. Patricia Dwyer MacMillan, rector 
Feb. 17– St. Gabriel’s Church, Dou-
glassville, The Rev. Canon Calvin C.
Adams, rector, The Rev. Donna Jean
Kiessling, associate priest, The Rev.
Sally Bosler, deacon www.stgabriels.us
Feb. 24–St. George’s Church, Nanti-
coke The Rev. Henry J. Pease, priest-
in-charge

Anglicans Around the World 
www.anglicancommunion.org
Feb. 3–Pray for the clergy and people of 
the Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil.
Feb. 10–Pray for the clergy and people
of the Anglican Church of Burundi.
Feb. 17–Pray for  the clergy and people
of the Anglican Church of Canada.
Feb. 24–Pray for the clergy and people
of the Church of the Province of Cen-
tral Africa.

The Diocese of Kajo Keji  
(Episcopal Church of the Sudan)
Pray for Bishop Anthony Poggo, the
clergy and our sisters and brothers in
our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji in
the Episcopal Church of the Sudan.
God bless Africa. Guard her people.
Guide her leaders. Give her peace.
Feb. 3–The Romogi Archdeaconry
Feb. 10–The congregation at Bori
Feb. 17–The congregation at Kimu
Feb. 24–The congregation at Labale

The Diocese of Swaziland
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and
the Diocesan AIDS Ministry.

Pray for all places in conflict... the
peacemakers and the peacekeepers,
the victims of starvation, the victims
of devastation along the Gulf Coast,
and those dedicated to their relief.
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, Pales-
tine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our
hearts and throughout the world.

Pray for the victims of natural disas-
ters, especially the people and church-
es of northeastern Nicaragua and the
Moravian communities there. 

Pray for the victims of terrorism and
their families.

Pray for relief workers and grief counselors.
Pray for the protection of children and
for the many victims of abuse, and
their families.

O

concept of a Miss Congeniality award for 
their kind, she would surely get it. But 
by invoking Thomas on this occasion she 
is letting us know that there are limits to 
her genuine bonhomie, the limits that are 
imposed by our relationship to God and 
by the respect for the integrity of our fellow 
creatures that God requires. We trifle with 
those limits at our soul’s peril, and she will 
let us know it.

This particular threshold for boom-
lowering comes from her commitment 
to Benedictine style of leadership which I 
can admire without necessarily embracing 
– how’s that for spine? Benedictine leaders 
seldom require obedience, and ideally do 
so only when somebody’s soul is at stake. 
They work at communal discernment, but 
they are not pushovers. They do not fall in 
step with whoever has spoken loudest or 
most recently: they listen for the corporate 
mind. Mother Laura’s limits are the honor 
of God and the welfare of God’s favorites, 
the poor—should we fail to take either of 
these seriously in our communal discern-
ment, she will let us know.

So we stand warned.
But I must in turn warn Mother Laura, 

although “warn” is perhaps too dramatic 
a word for what I am thinking, which may 
be more along the lines of encouragement 
and reinforcement. And I, who live a life 
where the worst things that can be done to 
me is somebody writing something nasty, 
do not presume to offer any reminder to 
a rector as deeply in the trenches as is she 
that having principles may involve sacrifice. 
She already knows the depth and breadth 
of that truth.

I think rather of the last temptation T. 
S. Eliot imagined in his speculative play, 

Murder in the Cathedral. The final tempta-
tion Beckett faced in Eliot’s telling of it, 
was to do the “right thing for the wrong 
reason,” to maintain his principles in order 
to achieve the status of saint and martyr. 
Long ago the Church had forbidden the 
seeking of martyrdom as a quick ticket to 
heaven or as analgesic to the many vicis-
situdes of Christian vocation.

That temptation to do the right thing 
for the wrong reason implies another peril. 
From our perspective, given how we read 
history and how we think of the relation-
ship of the Christian community to the 
now-secular order: it is possible to do the 
wrong thing for the right reason. Just taking 
a strong stand may do little good. Even 
the pope thought Beckett was standing 
on principle in too unbending a way to 
get a good result. It is arguable from this 
point of view that Beckett’s commitment to 
principle gave him a lack of realism about 
the art of the possible, bringing himself 
and King Henry to a place where no one 
could maneuver. 

In a day when church leadership seems 
marked by murky streams of indecision, 
these are hard words to say, and perhaps 
confusing to hear. I mean only to suggest 
that we have to know what we want to ac-
complish and move in the most effective 
way to accomplish it, wise as serpents and 
harmless as nightingales. For example: 
1.  Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, is going 

to have to adjust when the gaming 
industry comes next year. The time for 
feelings about that is over. The stresses 
on social ministry will be significant. 
We must find ways to raise our voices 
and take action that are most likely to 
get the result we need for those who 
will come to our doors.

2.  We have needed to adjust for a decade 
to the growing chasm between the 
rich and poor in the Lehigh Valley.

3.  We have needed to adjust for thirty 
years to the crises in health care and 
public transportation.

4.  And we always have our permanent 
challenge of helping people see that 
they are making spiritual choices all 
of the time, whether they know it 
or not.

All of which is to say that Christian 
witness in arenas where we are considered 
irrelevant or reactionary is going to have to 
be courageous and very, very, clever. I am 
certain that merely being in people’s faces 
will not get results.

In saying any of this, I do not suggest 
that Mother Laura is not subtle, or that 
she is not very, very clever. I bring up this 
aspect of Beckett’s complexity to under-
score our call to do the right thing for the 
right reasons so that Mother Laura will feel 
encouraged and supported by all of us in 
facing challenges in a way that may at first 
seem foolish, and later turn out to be the 
wisdom of God.

St. Thomas was declared a saint in 
record time because people saw in him 
a burning desire to advance the church’s 
work and uphold God’s sovereignty. I can 
wish no more notoriety for your ministry, 
my sister. Should our age impose a Beckett-
like cost for your commitment I pray that 
with your colleagues I will  be with you 
when you pay it.

[This is a slightly edited version of the ser-
mon Bishop Paul preached at the institution 
of Mother Laura Howell as rector of Trinity 
Church, Bethlehem, December 28, 2007.] 
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Secret 
By Laura Drum
Matthew: 1-6, 16-21

Three time Jesus tells us to practice our 
acts of righteousness in secret: to give 
alms, not to be praised by others; to 
pray, not to be seen by others; to fast, 
not to show others. It was a long be-
fore I understood “they have received 
their reward.” By displaying our good 
works in public, our reward is a kind 
of instant gratification – the praise of 
others. Indeed, if this is what we want 
this is what we get.
 My three year old grandson loves 
secrets, and I can get his attention 
by saying I have a secret to tell him. 
Secrets are often, though not always, 
exciting promises of good things to 
come. Likewise they are often intimate 
expressions between two people who 
have a loving relationship. Does this 
describe our relationship with God?
 In the readings for this beginning 
of Lent, we are reminded that it is 
our hearts that God wants, and that 
whatever we do is to be done in secret.  
Because our thoughts and intentions 
come from the secret places of our 
hearts, it is there that we can offer our 
minds and attitudes to God. In the se-
cret recesses of our hearts we can draw 
closer to our Lord, in a mutual loving 
relationship. He promises that when we 
do this, our reward is in the future, not 
instantaneous. Whatever these offer-
ings and secret affections, God makes 
them treasures for his kingdom.
 May we be intentional in almsgiv-
ing, prayer and fasting – in secret! 

[A member of the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem, where she is ac-
tive in pastoral care for the homebound, 

Laura Drum had been a teacher 
and chaplain at Moravian Acad-
emy Upper School for many years. 

She recently completed her second 
term on the diocesan 

Standing Com-
mittee.]

Wilderness
By Jenifer C. Gamber
Matthew 4:1-11

While we live in towns and cities full of 
people, shops, town halls, and librar-
ies, or maybe because of them, many 
of us are familiar with the wilderness. 
Not the physical wilderness of an arid 
desert or a wind-whipped mountain-
top, but a spiritual desolation empty 
of familiar nourishment. Sometimes 
the wilderness is thrust upon us by 
un-welcomed events that steal away 
our comfort. Other times, the wilder-
ness slowly creeps from behind, or 
grows from within, blanketing the fa-
miliar with darkness. Still other times 
we choose the wilderness, seeking still-
ness and quiet, fasting from the famil-
iar, to recover our inner self.  
 Provisions in the wilderness are 
sparse. Bereft of things of the world 
that fill our time, our heart, and our 
mind, we shed ourselves of the illusion 
that we are self-made. One does not 
live by bread alone. Removed from the 
things of the world, we face the real-
ity that God made us in God’s image. 
Through stillness, quiet and feasting 
on the Word, our  true sustenance, we 
recover our identity in Christ. We rec-
ognize our essence and remember that 
what we have to offer God is ourselves.
 The wilderness is full of tempta-
tions. Short-cuts abound. We face the 
temptation to return to the world be-
fore recognizing our true selves, back 
to the illusion of worldly providence 
and power. But God calls us to the dif-
ficult work of finding who God made 
us to be. When we emerge we will 
know ourselves as beloved. The angels 
will rejoice as we, one small part of 
eternity, return. 
 [Author of My Faith My Life: A Teen’s 
Guide to the Episcopal Church (More-
house 2006), Jenifer Gamber is a Rite 13 
mentor at the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, and art director of Di-
ocesan Life. Visit her web- site at 
www.myfaithmylife.org.]

Fearless
By Bertrand J. Delanney
John 3:1-17

As I read this passage of John, I real-
ize how many of us can easily identify 
with Nicodemus. We study our faith, 
just as Nicodemus was a “teacher of Is-
rael.” We try to practice it in our daily 
lives, as did Nicodemus by observing 
the many rules that were the hallmark 
of the Pharisees. Just as Nicodemus 
was a member of the Sanhedrin Jewish 
Council, we too may even assume po-
sitions of responsibility, however great 
or modest, within the church. Yet, 
something is still missing. Just as some-
thing must have been missing for Nico-
demus on that memorable night when 
he sought out Christ, not to confront 
him, but in search of understanding. 
 I wonder whether, when confronted 
with Christ, I would recognize him 
for what he is or, as did Nicodemus, 
whether I would simply see him as a 
radical teacher blessed by God? Would 
I even have the courage to seek him 
out, if only in the night? 
 Whatever responses each of us may 
bring to these questions, I believe it is 
important for us to remember that, 
in this age of widespread anxiety, fear 
and even terror, we need not fear him 
for “God did not send the Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” Armed with that com-
forting understanding, the grace of 
God and the faith with which he has 
blessed each of us, we can trust in his 
salvation. 
 [A lay leader at Good Shepherd/St. 
John’s, Milford, international attorney Ber-
trand Delanney specializes in foreign invest-
ments – Manhattan and Milford offices. 
Born in Paris, living in the U.S. since 1975, 
he travels throughout Europe 
and Latin America. His wife, 
S u s a n a , born in Argentina, 
is also an international at-
torney.]

Forgiven
By Barbara Cameron Caum
John 4:5-42

John is not my favorite. His Gospel is 
so different from the others. But he 
is the one whom Jesus loved, as we 
are told, so even though his words are 
harder to deal with, they are rich. 
 John’s telling the story of Jesus and 
the woman at the well is very rich. She 
was a Samaritan; she was a woman; yet 
Jesus asked her for water.  Samaritans, 
worse than tax collectors, were out-
casts. As our bishop has said, however, 
Jesus had friends in low places.  
 Jesus told her everything about her 
life, a wayward life, yet he accepted the 
water from her. She rushed to tell her 
people that she’d met the Messiah, 
but they did not believe until they 
heard the words from him.  
 Aren’t all of us rather like the woman 
at the well? Jesus isn’t physically here to 
affirm what we say; our challenge is to 
affirm his unconditional love without 
his physical presence to validate us.  
 No, we don’t have Jesus handy, hang-
ing around the community well, to 
prove our words, but we are privileged: 
we know the resurrection is real and 
we know, no matter what our sins, we 
are already forgiven.  No, that doesn’t 
give us license to continue to be way-
ward, but it gives us a place to breathe 
to be human, to fail and to try again.
 I wonder how the Samaritan wom-
an’s life might have changed after that 
day. Imagine the impact of having met 
the Messiah. For just a moment, stand 
in her place. 
 [A member and parish administrator at 
Trinity, Athens, Barbara Caum, known 
affectionately throughout the Episcopal 
Church for her work online as “barbara dot 
com,” has been a leader in a variety of com-
munication ministry positions in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem and the Episcopal Church.]

Note: Thistle is a symbol of sin and sor-
row that often grows in the soil of our 
soul. It is an appropriate symbol 
during Lent as we fast from 
weeds that choke the 
Word that God has 
sown within us.

Dwelling in the Word is a regular feature 
of diocesanlife. Tend the Word that has 
been sown in you. Dwell with it, water it 
and give it light, so that the word might 
bear fruit. These meditations based on 
lectionary readings are offered by peo-
ple of the Diocese of Bethlehem.

DWELLING IN THE WORD            

Lent


