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The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 

members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 

leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 

the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 

blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 

Father Gerns named Canon Pastor to the Bishop 
Father Andrew Gerns, rector of Trinity Easton, since 2002, was named Canon Pastor to the 

Bishop by Bishop Paul Marshall. Bishop Paul made this announcement during the 25th 

anniversary celebration at Trinity Church (Sunday evening, January 27) of Canon Gerns’ 

ordination to priesthood.  
 

Dead Man Working 
I’ve seen the dead working. That’s the first line of Bishop Paul’s February 2008 column for 
secular newspapers. It appears in The Morning Call, Allentown, on the first Saturday of every 

month. It usually appears also in six or seven additional papers at some point during the month. 

The combined circulation of papers that publish the column regularly is about 400,000. Some 120 
columns have been published over the past eleven years. If your newspaper does not publish the 

column and you might consider speaking with the editor about that, please email Bill Lewellis. 

Read Dead Man Working here. 
 

Parish Websites and Newsletters 
Here is a list, with links, of all parishes of the Diocese of Bethlehem that have websites. It 
includes a user-friendly link to the newsletters of those parishes that send me pdf files of their 

newsletters. Please send corrections/updates to Bill Lewellis. 

 

Sermons 
Here is a list, with links, of those parish websites whereon sermons are published. I’d appreciate 

receiving corrections/updates. 
 

Parish Histories 
Here is a list of parishes that have something of their history published online. The link, in some 
instances, is to a history page on the parish website; in other instances, the link is to the most 

recently published parish profile containing the history of the parish. If you do not find a link to 

the history of your parish below, please send the link to Bill Lewellis. 

 

Diocese of Bethlehem missioners visit with Kajo Keji families 
Jo Trepagnier, Char Horst and Father Earl Trygar have returned safely from their recent mission 

trip to our sisters and brothers and the Diocese of Kajo Keji, with stories and pictures. See pages 

one and five of the February issue of Diocesan Life here. More in March. View photos provided 
by Char Horst here. View photos provided by Jo Trepagnier here. 

 

A word from Bishop Paul about the recent youth event 
We all need to thank the youth council, Mother Bader-Saye, Ely Valentin, and all the chaperones 

for providing the bishop and young people with an unforgettable experience in New York last 

weekend. You will see a minor footnote about it in my column in the Morning Call on Saturday 



and much more detail of the definitely non minor variety in Diocesan Life. What impressed me 

most was that, after walking the Labyrinth, the young people were able to sustain a public 
conversation with me about what it meant to them personally and theologically for the best part of 

an hour. That says very good things about them and also says good things about the formation 

that is happening in their homes and in many of our churches. 

 

Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen in NYC 
The first segment on the January Episcopal Life Focus features the Holy Apostles soup kitchen in 
NYC. It may be viewed here. 

 

New Hope Rededication Sunday is March 2 
In December Dale Bateman of Kirby-Smith, the consulting firm for the New Hope Campaign, 

wrote to our congregations about plans for Rededication Sunday for New Hope on March 2. The 

Archdeacon recently sent a follow-up email note to clergy with more info. Materials will be 
electronically mailed by diocesan information coordinator Kat Lehman on February 26. She will 

be the one who will field questions about the materials. 

 

Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 

March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Download the brochure here. here. 

 

Episcopal Church news, commentary and information 
Many find these resources helpful. 

 

In Pittsburgh: Letter shows rift among Episcopal conservatives 
Read about it here.  

 

Souper Bowl Sunday at Christ Church, Reading 
This Sunday, while many are counting down to kickoff with Giant-sized pizzas and our New 
England baked beans, the youth of Christ Church, Reading, viz., the Rite 13 class (5th- 7th grade) 

and the J2A class (8 - 10th grade) with the friendly helping hands of students in grades 1-4, will 

be remembering those who do not have enough to eat daily by raising money for the Greater 

Berks Food Bank.  They will eagerly accepting donations in soup pots on Sunday morning at 
each entrance to the sanctuary. Last year, they raised $900. [Thanks to Kim Rowles for this. Kim is 

Rite 13 Sunday school teacher and parish administrator at Christ Church.] 
 

Tell me, please 
If you don’t see anything in newSpin about your parish, it’s probably because no one is sending 

me information about your outreach and events. Tell me. Tell me. Email is best. Thanks. –Bill 
 

Organizing the truth 
[From a column by Lane Denson III] God and the devil are walking along the road together. God 
sees something lying there and picks it up. The devil says, “What’s that?” God says, “It’s the 

truth.” The devil says, “Give it to me, and I’ll organize it.” 

 

Come and See 

[A sermon by Andrew T. Gerns, rector, Trinity Easton] USA Today says that about 90-95% of 

people believe in God, and that most of them, as high as 80%, say, “I don’t believe in organized 
religion.”  When I hear that my first response is to be a smart aleck and say, “Well, then come to 

the Episcopal Church because clearly we don’t believe in organized religion either!” 

Of course, that’s precisely the problem. Our religion can seem hectic and pretty dysfunctional, if 



all you see are the headlines. Here is what people who believe and may even have a basic 

understanding of the basics of the faith know about the church: they know that churches fight a 
lot…over morality, over sexuality, and they split from each other a lot. They know about famous 

evangelists who have secret affairs or who condemn homosexuality while they engage in secret, 

risky sex. They hear about bishops who cover up priests who abuse children. They see churches 

where people get really really angry and upset over issues many people under thirty take for 
granted. And then to top it off, they may hear one of us complain about the pastor, the 

committees, the apathy, and on and on. If that is all we know of the church…then is it any wonder 

that people who seek belief would rather go to the spiritual marketplace—to the internet and the 
bookstore-- and pick and choose what works for them and go it alone? Well, besides a nervous 

wise crack…what can we seriously say to people outside the Church who say that they believe in 

God and believe themselves to be spiritual but don’t like organized religion? Well, this may 
sound strange, but here is what I would say: Come and see. I know it sounds kooky. But I have it 

on good authority that this approach has worked before... Read the rest here. 

 

A Morality Tale 

The new Anglican Communion meets the old Western Electric Corporation. Read it here. 

 

Bus trip to Philadelphia Flower Show 

[From Russell Jackson] The choir of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity is sponsoring its 

annual trip to the Philadelphia Flower Show on Monday, March 3, departing the cathedral at 
11:00 a.m. and returning by around 7:30 p.m. This is the largest flower show in the world, and 

this year's theme is "Jazz it up!"  It's always so rejuvenating to experience this burst of spring, so 

do join us!  Cost (coach and entry) is $50. Contact Russell Jackson as soon as possible: 610-865-
0727 x15. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppers 
Epiphany, Clarks Summit, 5:00 to 7:00. All you can eat. Pancakes, Sausages, Fruit, Beverages. 

No charge, Donations accepted. 1003 Church Hill Road, Glenburn. Questions, 570-563-1564, St. 

Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem, 1900 Pennsylvania Ave. (south of Catasauqua Rd. on the 
Allentown-Bethlehem border). 5:00 to 7:00. St. Andrew’s will also host a Valentine's Day 

Breakfast (Saturday, February 16 from 8 a.m. to noon, prepared by St. Andrew's Nursery School). 

Reservations: 610-865-3603. More info here. Redeemer, Sayre, 5 to 7, sponsored by Church of 

the Redeemer youth group. Grace, Allentown, 5th and Linden, 4:30 to 7:00. 
 

John Dear to lead Lenten Retreat at Kirkridge 
[From Janet Chisholm] As coordinator for peacemaking at Kirkridge Retreat Center, I have 
invited John Dear, SJ, to offer a Lenten Retreat, February 22-24. John and I have worked together 

for years.  I can witness to the fact that he is grounded in the scriptures and lives out the Gospel. 

Many people speak of his charisma and his prophetic voice. He is a peace activist, former 
executive at FOR, writer, charismatic speaker and national retreat leader.  He spent 8 months in 

jail for a Plowshares Action and has many arrests for his peaceful civil disobedience. His books 

include Jesus the Rebel, Disarming the Heart, The Sacrament of Civil Disobedience, 

Transfiguration, The Questions of Jesus, and Living Peace.  The retreat will be on The Passion, 

Death and Resurrection of the Nonviolent Jesus, an Easter preparation in prayer, reflection and 

Bible study as viewed through the lens of active nonviolence. Kirkridge is halfway between 

Stroudsburg and Bangor just off route 191.  Registration for the program:  www.kirkridge.org or 
610-588-1793. program $135+room/board $175; as for commuter rate; scholarships available. 
 

Ecumenical noonday Lenten Services in Wilkes-Barre 



Download the schedule of preachers and musicians here. 
 

Music at St. Luke’s, Lebanon 
Download the schedule here. 
 

Knit or Crochet for “Christmas at Sea” 
[From Canon Jane Teter] Anytime is knitting time.  We will, once again, be collecting 
knitted items for the Seamen's Church Institute's "Christmas at Sea" project at our 
Convention in October. The items are for sailors on the high seas who are far away from 
families at Christmas time. The items may be knitted or crocheted. The patterns they request 
be used can be found at www.seamenschurch.org. There are hats and scarves to be made as 
well as vests and socks. Items may be dropped off at Diocesan House anytime during the year. 
 

Events calendar 
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. Rodney Conn, Bernice 

Reichard and Hillary Dowling Raining. 

Feb. 7: Diocesan Council, Grace, Kingston 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
Feb. 19: Mission Trip to Sudan 

Feb. 20: Celebrating the Eucharist workshop for priests, sponsored by Bucks Deanery of the 

Diocese of Pennsylvania, led by Patrick Malloy. More info here. 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Download 

the brochure here. 

March 2: New Hope Rededication Sunday 

March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 

April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at 

Moravian Seminary. 
April 19: Evangelism consultant training at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. More info here. 

April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 

May 2-4: Retreat for Christian Educators/Youth Workers, Kirby House. More info here. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Reception. 

May 13: Clergy Day 

May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 

June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary’s Center, Scranton. 
June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info here. 

July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 

 

Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 080126; 080119; 080114; 080110; 080107; 

080104; 080101; 071228. 
 

* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 

Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998) 

Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Website, Blog, Email (c)610-216-2726, (w)610-691-5655x229, (h)610-820-7673 

Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 

Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. [Bernard Lonergan] 


