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The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 

members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 

the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 

blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 

Party of 90, please 
Some 90 people, young people and adults who are attending the bishop's day for youth at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine, left from Bethlehem for NYC yesterday for an overnight of fun, 

discovery and worship, including a candlelight meditation and midnight Eucharist … and, a 

Saturday, lunch in Times Square at the Hard Rock Café. 

 

Diocese of Bethlehem missioners visit with Kajo Keji families 
Jo Trepagnier, Char Horst and Father Earl Trygar have returned safely from their recent mission 

trip to our sisters and brothers and the Diocese of Kajo Keji, with stories and pictures. See pages 

one and five of the February issue of Diocesan Life here. More in March. View photos provided 

by Char Horst here. View photos provided by Jo Trepagnier here. 
 

Jubilate, Lent through Easter 
Hymnody for Lent to Easter7 (Feb. 6 to May 4, 2008), published by the Diocese of Bethlehem for 

our diocesan community and for free distribution to the world, may be downloaded here as a 

word or pdf file. Jubilate is a service of our Liturgy and Music Commission, specifically Canon 

Cliff Carr who has been doing this for more than 30 years. 
 

Father Fred Mauger 
[From Bishop Paul to the clergy] Father Fred Mauger, who has served so well and so faithfully, 

is about to attain his 85th birthday. He has informed me that he will be retiring from active 

liturgical and preaching ministry. I have received this news with deep sadness because Father 

Fred is something of an institution in the diocese, and a loyal supporter of the church and your 
unworthy bishop. At the same time, I honor his discernment in this matter, and know I speak for 

many of you in thanking him here (as I will again in a more formal way) for his ministry to God's 

people for the colleagueship and comradeship he gives us so gently and sincerely. 
 

Mother Maria Tjeltveit 
[From Bishop Paul] The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit [rector of the Church of the Mediator, Allentown] 
has been appointed Assistant Ecumenical Officer and will represent us at the meeting of diocesan 

officers shortly, as our Officer, Fr. Howson, cannot attend. You may remember that she is already 

a member of the Moravian-Episcopal dialogue on the national level. Mo. Tjeltveit is very active 
in Jewish-Christian, and increasingly, Muslim-Christian dialogue; it seems wise then to create the 

position of Officer for Interfaith Relations so that she can keep us abreast of those opportunities 

we have to work together with others. I know you join me in thanking her, and with me look 

forward to the gifts we may receive through this ministry. 

 

February Cycles of Prayer 
See below. 

 



New Hope Rededication Sunday is March 2 
In December Dale Bateman of Kirby-Smith, the consulting firm for the New Hope Campaign, 

wrote to our congregations about plans for Rededication Sunday for New Hope on March 2. The 

Archdeacon recently sent a follow-up email note to clergy with greater details. Materials will be 

electronically mailed to by diocesan information coordinator Kat Lehman on February 26. She 
will be the one who will field questions about the materials (klehman@diobeth.org). 

 

A Day of Prayer, today (Saturday) at Trinity Bethlehem 
Trinity, Bethlehem, will have A Day of Prayer on Behalf of the Church, our Diocese and the 

World.  The church will be open all day on Saturday, January 26: Morning Prayer at 9:00, Noon 

Prayer at 12:00, Evening Prayer at 4:00, closing with Holy Eucharist at 5:00. “Everyone would be 
welcome to join us at Trinity throughout the day,” said Mother Laura Howell, “or to have a 

prayer vigil in your own parish, or to pray from home. Let us pray...and pray again.” 

 

Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 

March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Lay Eucharistic 

Visitors 1, Stewardship as a Way of Life, Planned Giving/St. Matthew Society, and Celebrating 
the Eucharist. Afternoon: Lay Eucharistic Visitors 2, Stewardship, Role of Treasurers, EYE, 

Parish Communication. Registration deadline is February 15. Download the brochure at the 

newSpin blog.  
 

News, Commentary, Information 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and commentary, to track how our church is faring in 
news coverage across the country, even around the world, and to find useful info about the 

Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion, you may find these resources helpful. 

 

Might you be an Evangelism Consultant? 
The diocesan Evangelism Commission invites you to consider prayerfully whether you would 

like to apply to receive training to be an evangelism consultant, to be able to assist local 
congregations plan and implement their evangelism ministry. The commission will train nine to 

twelve consultants on Saturday, April 19, (10:00 to 3:00) at Trinity Mount Pocono (lunch 

provided, no fee) and will then ask you to join with one of the current members of the 
commission to do a third round of Regional Evangelism Training Days on May 3, 10 or 17 at 

locations to be determined. From there, you would work with the commission and go out to 

parishes that request practical help in getting their evangelism ministry off the ground and help 

the commission plan future trainings and workshops. Download more information at the newSpin 
blog. 

 

If you use Rite Stuff version 1.5 to publish Sunday worship leaflets… 
If you use Rite Stuff version 1.5 to publish your Sunday bulletins, Church Publishing has an 

upgrade patch available that will make the Revised Common Lectionary instead of the BCP the 

default for the liturgical readings. It is a download and costs $10.00.  The Commentaries on the 
readings have also been updated. The current patch is only for Year A, but additional patches will 

be available. You can order online at www.churchpublishing.org. They also have a 30% discount 

through March 7th on purchases of $30 or more. The code for the discount is LENT08DM 
entered at checkout. 

 

Action Alert to prevent torture 
The deadline to sign on to urge Senator Specter to prevent torture has been extended to 12:00 

noon, Monday, January 28. The full alert with background is available here. Sign on under 



“Human Rights.” http://www.pachurches.org/What/Advocacy/Alerts/Alerts.htm (click on “Sign 

On to Urge Senator Specter to Prevent Torture” under “Human Rights”) 
 

For the Bible Tells Me So 
[From a movie review in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette] "Jesus Loves Me" and "God Hates Fags" – 
two emotional slogans of opposing activists – would seem to bracket an unbridgeable chasm, but 

director Daniel Karslake sets out in this documentary, with the help of five remarkable families, 

to demonstrate otherwise. They’re all Christians – citing, reciting and deconstructing the much-
battered Bible, whose clear-cut pronouncements against homosexuality may be not so clear, and 

precious few. Desmond Tutu is among those weighing in. Among the compelling human faces in 

the documentary are Gene Robinson – forced to defend himself against trumped-up molestation 

charges and having to wear a bulletproof vest to his historic investiture. Perhaps the most 
poignant story is that of an Arkansas woman whose guilt-ridden lesbian daughter committed 

suicide, indicting her mother’s Christian beliefs as what drove her to it. Then there are the Reitans 

of Eden Prairie, MN, a family of multi-generation Lutheran pastors, whose son Jake comes out 
early – without tragedy – and the Gephardts (Jane and former House Majority Leader Dick), 

devout Catholic and Baptist respectively, whose daughter Chrissy, many years into her marriage, 

opts out of it for a lesbian lover. Read the review here. 
 

Ten Rules 
[From Bishop Paul] Although I feel a little sting from this comment on the ten rules for reporters 
myself, it’s worth a look and some self-examination. 

 

Jesuit priest John Dear to lead retreat at Kirkridge  
[From Janet Chisholm, Kirkridge] John Dear will be in our diocese for a Lenten Retreat – we 

expect that he will not be in jail. As coordinator for peacemaking at Kirkridge Retreat Center, I 

have invited him to offer a Lenten Retreat, February 22=24. John and I have worked together for 
years. I can witness to the fact that he is grounded in the scriptures and lives out the Gospel –

many people speak of his charisma and his prophetic voice.  Consider joining us. Kirkridge is 

halfway between Stroudsburg and Bangor just off route 191.  More info here. John Dear, S.J. is a 
peace activist, former executive at FOR, writer, charismatic speaker and national retreat leader.  

He spent 8 months in jail for a Plowshares Action and has many arrests for his peaceful civil 

disobedience. His books include Jesus the Rebel, Disarming the Heart, The Sacrament of Civil 

Disobedience, Transfiguration, The Questions of Jesus, and Living Peace.  The retreat will be on 
The Passion, Death and Resurrection of the Nonviolent Jesus, an Easter preparation in prayer, 

reflection and Bible study as viewed through the lens of active nonviolence. 

 

May God bless you with … 
[A Franciscan Benediction] May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half truths, and 

superficial relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart. May God bless you with 
anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may work for justice, 

freedom, and peace. May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, 

rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn 
their pain into joy. And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make 

a difference in this world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done. Amen 

 

A strange and uniquely Anglican spin 
[From a column by Lane Denson III] There is a strange and uniquely Anglican spin on the 

Gospel and its servant, the church … Perhaps our most important and distinguishing mark is 
corporate prayer, with thanksgiving (we call it Eucharist) at the center of our worship. All that we 



do and the way we attempt to understand what we do grows out of our corporate worship, 

powered by grace, implemented by faith, gratitude with legs. We discover God’s will for us in 
Scripture. But also in tradition … and we strive by reason to find the meaning in these things. All 

this is brought together for us in the shape of the liturgy, the work of the people, so that we can 

share and contribute mutual trust with our inheritance. We distrust judgmentalism. We have no 

use for biblical literalism … We embrace inclusiveness, we strive for moderation, we welcome 
toleration. We live comfortably with ambiguity and eschew the premature conceit of 

certainty. We argue. We fight. But then, we come together once more for Common Prayer and 

Eucharist. For this is our way. We seem actually and rather quaintly to prefer a kind of vagueness 
and imprecision. We practice a generous and forgiving orthodoxy, an ordered freedom that often 

drives our fellow Christians bananas. Indeed, we are the oxymoron of the Christian endeavor and 

view of things. Don't we wish. Well, you might say that this description is a model of community 
to which we all might well aspire. [Read Lane Denson’s column here.] It begins: God and the 

devil are walking along the road together. God sees something lying there and picks it up. The 

devil says, “What’s that?” God says, “It’s the truth.” The devil says, “Give it to me, and I’ll 

organize it.” 

 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppers 
Epiphany, Clarks Summit, 5:00 to 7:00. All you can eat. Pancakes, Sausages, Fruit, Beverages. 

No charge, Donations accepted. 1003 Church Hill Road, Glenburn. Questions, 570-563-1564, St. 

Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem, 1900 Pennsylvania Ave. (south of Catasauqua Rd. on the 
Allentown-Bethlehem border). 5:00 to 7:00. St. Andrew’s will also host a Valentine's Day 

Breakfast (Saturday, February 16 from 8 a.m. to noon, prepared by St. Andrew's Nursery School). 

Reservations: 610-865-3603. More info here. Redeemer, Sayre, 5 to 7, sponsored by Church of 
the Redeemer youth group. 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Services in Wilkes-Barre 
Since the 1920’s, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Pro-Cathedral, 35 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-
Barre PA 18701, has hosted the Downtown Wilkes-Barre Ecumenical Lenten Services held 
every Wednesday during Lent at 12 noon. The tradition continues this year with weekly 
worship preceded by -hour Organ Recitals at 11:30 a.m. and followed by a soup and 
sandwich lunch hosted by participating churches. Download the schedule here. 
 

Episcopal Life Focus 
The January Episcopal Life Focus is available for viewing here. It features the Holy Apostles 
Soup Kitchen, NYC's largest luncheon program; the work of the Episcopal Church's Office of 
Government Relations and an interview with Maureen Shea, director of the Office of 
Government Relations; and a look at the ever changing congregation at St. Paul's at Ground 
Zero. 
 

Events calendar 
Jan. 26: Day of Prayer at Trinity, Bethlehem. More info below. 

Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. Rodney Conn, Bernice 

Reichard and Hillary Dowling Raining. 
Feb. 7: Diocesan Council, Grace, Kingston 6:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 

Feb. 19: Mission Trip to Sudan 

Feb. 20: Celebrating the Eucharist workshop for priests, sponsored by Bucks Deanery of the 
Diocese of Pennsylvania, led by Patrick Malloy. More info here. 

March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Download 

the brochure here. 



March 2: New Hope Rededication Sunday 

March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 

April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at 

Moravian Seminary. 

April 19: Evangelism consultant training at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. More info here. 
April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 

May 2-4: Christian Ed Retreat, Kirby House 

May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Reception. 
May 13: Clergy Day 

May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 

June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary’s Center, Scranton. 
June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info here. 

July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 

 

February Cycles of Prayer 
Diocese of Bethlehem 

Feb. 3–Prince of Peace, Dallas: The Rev. James Stevenson, rector, The Rev. Lou Divis, deacon, 
www.princeofpeacedallas.org  

Feb. 10–St. Joseph’s Church, Pen Argyl and St. Mary’s Church, Wind Gap, The Rev. Patricia 

Dwyer MacMillan, rector 

Feb. 17–St. Gabriel’s Church, Douglassville, The Rev. Canon Calvin C. Adams, rector, The Rev. 
Donna Jean Kiessling, associate priest, The Rev. Sally Bosler, deacon, www.stgabriels.us  

Feb. 24–St. George’s Church, Nanticoke, The Rev. Henry J. Pease, priest-in- charge 

Anglicans Around the World 

Feb. 3–Pray for the clergy and people of the Anglican Episcopal Church of Brazil. Feb. 10–Pray 

for the clergy and people of the Anglican Church of Burundi. Feb. 17–Pray for the clergy and 

people 
of the Anglican Church of Canada. Feb. 24–Pray for the clergy and people of the Church of the 

Province of Central Africa. 

The Diocese of Kajo Keji 

(Episcopal Church of the Sudan) Pray for Bishop Anthony Poggo, the clergy and our sisters and 
brothers in our companion Diocese of Kajo Keji in the Episcopal Church of the Sudan. God bless 

Africa. Guard her people. Guide her leaders. Give her peace. 

Feb. 3–The Romogi Archdeaconry 
Feb. 10–The congregation at Bori 

Feb. 17–The congregation at Kimu 

Feb. 24–The congregation at Labale 

 

Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 080119; 080114; 080110; 080107; 080104; 
080101; 071228. 

 

* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 

Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998) 

Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Website, Blog, Email (c)610-216-2726, (w)610-691-5655x229, (h)610-820-7673 

Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 

Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. [Bernard Lonergan] 


