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The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
They’re back from southern Sudan 
Jo Trepagnier, Char Horst and Father Earl Trygar have returned safely from their recent mission 
trip to our sisters and brothers and the Diocese of Kajo Keji, with stories and pictures. We’re 
working on a February Diocesan Life cover story about aspects of their visit. Meanwhile, you 
might visit the newSpin blog to download a story about all the mission trips to Africa made by 
representatives of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

 
Events calendar 
Jan. 16: Gay men’s reading group hosted by Grace, Allentown. More info here. 
Jan. 17: Diocesan Council, Grace, Kingston, 6:30. 
Jan. 20: Celebrate with Grace, 4:00 p.m. in Allentown. See below and here. 
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
Jan. 26: Day of Prayer at Trinity, Bethlehem. More info below. 
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. Rodney Conn, Bernice 
Reichard and Hillary Dowling Raining. 
Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Download 
the brochure here. 
March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at 
Moravian Seminary. 
April 19: Evangelism consultant training at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. More info here. 
April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 
May 2-4: Christian Ed Retreat, Kirby House 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Reception. 
May 13: Clergy Day 
May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 
June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary’s Center, Scranton. 
June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info TK. 
July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 
 
A Day of Prayer 
Trinity, Bethlehem, will have A Day of Prayer on Behalf of the Church, our Diocese and the 
World.  The church will be open all day on Saturday, January 26: Morning Prayer at 9:00, Noon 
Prayer at 12:00, Evening Prayer at 4:00, closing with Holy Eucharist at 5:00. “Everyone would be 
welcome to join us at Trinity throughout the day,” said Mother Laura Howell, “or to have a 
prayer vigil in your own parish, or to pray from home. Let us pray...and pray again.” 
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Celebrating the Eucharist – An Invitation 
[From the vestry of Grace, Allentown] As of this morning, we continue to receive responses to 
our invitation of last week to join us this coming Sunday in a special celebration at Grace Church.  
And while the original deadline for replies was last Friday, so that we are able to prepare for the 
correct number of guests, we are sending one last friendly reminder and warm invitation to all 
who may be interested in joining us. 
   At the end of December, Church Publishing, the national publishing house of the Episcopal 
Church, released a new book titled Celebrating the Eucharist, written by our rector, Patrick 
Malloy.  He wrote the book at their invitation to provide practical help and historical and 
theological insights into what is most significant about celebrating the Liturgy of the Eucharist in 
the current Book of Common Prayer. The book comes from both practice and scholarship. Much 
of it flows from what we at Grace Church have together discovered as we have worked to 
celebrate the Eucharist, respecting both our rich, ancient heritage and our lives in the world today. 
   The publication of Fr. Malloy’s book, then, is an opportunity for us to rejoice, not only in his 
work, but also in our shared life and how “celebrating the Eucharist” is at the heart of it. On 
January 20, 4:00 pm, we will gather first at the church to celebrate the Eucharist, as is only fitting, 
and then move on to a reception including hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, and, finally, dinner. 
   We would be delighted and honored if you would be with us that day. 
   So that we might prepare sufficiently for our guests, will you RSVP by Wednesday morning, 
January 16 to Mr. Robert House, parish administrator, at 610-435-0782 or 
bob.house@graceallentown.org? Please feel free to leave a message in Mr. House’s voice mail, 
ext. 200, if you do not reach him directly. 
  We hope to see you at Grace Church on the 20th. 
For the parish, 
The Vestry 
 
Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors 1, Stewardship as a Way of Life, Planned Giving/St. Matthew Society, and Celebrating 
the Eucharist. Afternoon: Lay Eucharistic Visitors 2, Stewardship, Role of Treasurers, EYE, 
Parish Communication. Registration deadline is February 15. Download the brochure at the 
newSpin blog.  
 
Might you be an Evangelism Consultant? 
The diocesan Evangelism Commission invites you to consider prayerfully whether you would 
like to apply to receive training to be an evangelism consultant, to be able to assist local 
congregations plan and implement their evangelism ministry. The commission will train nine to 
twelve consultants on Saturday, April 19, (10:00 to 3:00) at Trinity Mount Pocono (lunch 
provided, no fee) and will then ask you to join with one of the current members of the 
commission to do a third round of Regional Evangelism Training Days on May 3, 10 or 17 at 
locations to be determined. From there, you would work with the commission and go out to 
parishes that request practical help in getting their evangelism ministry off the ground and help 
the commission plan future trainings and workshops. Download more information at the newSpin 
blog. 
 
Trinity Institute 
Religion and Violence: Untangling the Roots of Conflict 
Trinity Institute, January 21-23, an interfaith dialogue on Religion and Violence: Untangling the 
Roots of Conflict. Presentations by prominent Christian, Jewish and Muslim theologians (James 
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Carroll, James H. Cone, Susannah Heschel, Tariq Ramadan) will explore the deeply rooted 
seemingly inexorable union of religion and violence, illuminating the resources within each 
tradition for living together in peace, without losing the unique identities of each faith. Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori will preach at the opening Eucharist. The conference will take 
place at Trinity Church Wall Street, View it online or participate via telecast with a group at 
Kirkridge and at Zion Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville. A local angle: Janet Kolepp and Jenifer 
Gamber (parishioners at our Cathedral) and Barbara Crafton (whose reflections appear almost 
daily on “Bethlehem of Pa”) are among those who have been invited to lead five small group 
discussions between presentations at Trinity Wall Street. 
 
My Faith, My Life 
This is a website created by Jenifer Gamber, a member of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem. It includes resources for parents, mentors and youth leaders who serve as guides 
along the journey. Teenagers enrolled in or adults leading confirmation classes in the Episcopal 
Church will find many resources. The website is a companion to Jenifer’s book, My Faith, My 
Life: A Teen’s Gide to the Episcopal Church, available from Morehouse Publishing. Jenifer is 
available to sign books and give workshops on a variety of topics for both youth and adults who 
mentor youth. Email her if you are interested. 
 
News, Commentary, Information 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and commentary, to track how our church is faring in 
news coverage across the country, even around the world, and to find useful info about the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion, you may find the following resources helpful: 

(1) Episcopal Life Online offers the most up-to-date info about the news, people, life and 
mission of the Episcopal Church. Updated daily, even hourly.  
(2) epiScope, a news blog of the Episcopal Church’s Communication Office, features the latest 
stories in the media about the Episcopal Church plus links to resources and comment from 
insiders. It provides us with the capacity to see ourselves as others see us. Updated daily.  
(3) Episcopal Café includes four blog sites. "The Lead," is devoted to breaking news about the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. "Daily Episcopalian" is a blog of 
commentary. "Speaking to the Soul" features reflections, multimedia meditations, and excerpts 
from books on spirituality. The "Art Blog" comes from the Episcopal Church in the Visual 
Arts (ECVA). Read more about Episcopal Cafe here.  
(4) Anglicans Online, a comprehensive site for news, info, commentary and archives, updated 
weekly, usually late Sunday evenings.   
(5) NewsLine, serving media representatives reporting on the mission and ministries of the 
Episcopal Church. Links to statistics, bios, photos, background information, and other 
resources. NewsLine is a service of the Communication Office at the Episcopal Church Center.  
(6) InfoLine, located at the Episcopal Church Center. InfoLine can help you make connections 
to churchwide ministries, events and activities. Got a question? Ask it by email or by phone. 
InfoLine staff members will do their best to answer your questions. 
(6) The newSpin blog: Many of the links pointed to within this newSpin newsletter take you to 
the newSpin blog, where you will find a lot of news, information and commentary that is fit to 
print but just doesn’t fit in Diocesan Life. 

 
Image problem 
[Posted at EpiscopalCafe by Jim Naughton, Jan. 12] Adele Banks of Religion News Service 
writes: Almost three-quarters of Americans who haven't darkened the door of a church in the last 
six months think it is “full of hypocrites," and even more of them consider Christianity to be more 
about organized religion than about loving God and people, according to a new survey. Almost 
half those surveyed – 44 percent –agreed that "Christians get on my nerves." But the survey of 
"unchurched" Americans by LifeWay Research also found that some 78 percent said they would 

http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/11/trinity-institu.html
http://oldzions.com/default.aspx
http://www.myfaithmylife.org/
http://www.myfaithmylife.org/thebook.html
http://www.myfaithmylife.org/thebook.html
http://www.morehousepublishing.org/booksmusicItemView.asp?bookID=13718
mailto:JeniferGamber@myfaithmylife.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ens/
http://www.episcopalchurch.typepad.com/episcope/
http://episcopalcafe.com/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/79901_86535_ENG_HTM.htm
http://www.anglicansonline.org/news/index.html
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/newsline.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/info
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/
http://www.episcopalcafe.com/


be willing to listen to someone who wanted to tell them about his or her Christian beliefs. Read it 
all.  
 
Diocesan Life.January 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 080110; 080107; 080104; 080101; 071228; 
071224; 071218; 071214; 071211, 071207; 071203. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-82M 
0-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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