
  A8         diocesanlife                  January 2008  

www.diobeth.org                 Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard               www.diobeth.org 

Dwelling in the Word
Epiphany
Light
By Patrick Malloy
Epiphany ~ Matthew 2:1-12
  On December 3, the fi rst weekday in 
Advent, 16 US “spy agencies” brought 
the world glad tidings of great joy. Iran 
is not advancing its nuclear weapons 
program any more than Iraq was build-
ing weapons of mass destruction. We 
can relax. But the politics of fear will 
not have it. Within hours, the adminis-
tration warned us not to trust, no matter 
the evidence.
  We are a nation on edge with a 
government determined to keep us 
that way. Even as we struggle in the 
quagmire of Iraq, we prefer rumors 
of another war to harbingers of peace. 
Only a deep insecurity could create 
such an irrepressible preference for fear 
over hope, for defensiveness over co-
operation, for resentment over gratitude.  
  Matthew’s Herod was an insecure 
tyrant with an itchy trigger finger. 
Where wisdom saw a promise, weak-
ness saw a threat, and it had to be de-
stroyed, even if that meant destroying 
an entire generation. To see the Light, 
we have to want to see it. And seeing 
it, we have to be willing to let it enwrap 
us and burn away our self-defi ning fear. 
Or we can so love the darkness that 
we will guard it from every glimmer 
of light. [The Rev. Dr. Patrick Malloy 
is rector of Grace Church, Allentown, 
and author of Celebrating the Eucha-
rist, soon to be available from Church 
Publishing.]

Borders
By John Brndjar
The Epiphany ~ Matthew 2:1-12
The late Wayne Saffen, poet and theologian, 
wrote these lines: “Wise men do not always 
come from the East. Nor do they always 
follow stars. But they do cross boundaries 
and pay attention to what is happening in 
the rest of the world.”
  From one person’s perspective, God 
uniquely reveals the divine to us not 
only in people who come from the East 
or who follow stars, but in wise people 
who do cross boundaries and pay atten-
tion to what is happening in the rest of 
the world.
  Such were the so-called three wise 
men, who had the courage as well as 
the insight to cross boundaries, to pay 
attention to what was happening in the 
world, and to seek out rather than run 
from truths yet unknown.
  It is exactly through such persons 
that God’s Christ reveals himself today. 
Whether they be like the Magi, those 
highly educated Zoroastrian priest-
magicians, or like Mary and Joseph, 

so unsophisticated and yet so trusting 
in the promises of their God unfettered 
by the chains of place or time. 
  The wise among us do cross bound-
aries and do pay attention to what is 
happening in the rest of world. To them 
God’s Christ speaks words of truth and 
love. [The Rev. Dr. John Brndjar, a Lu-
theran pastor, is priest-in-charge at St. 
Barnabas Episcopal Church, Kutztown.]

Beloved
By Anne Kitch
Epiphany 1 ~ Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus came from Galilee to John, to 
be baptized. “I need to be baptized by 
you,” John said, “and do you come 
to me?” Jesus answered, “Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfi ll all righteousness.” 
  As Jesus came up from the water, 
the heavens opened. He saw the Spirit 
of God, like a dove, alighting on him. A 
voice from heaven: This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.
  “Was Jesus baptized?” We pause. 
We say “yes” initially, but then remem-
ber that we didn’t baptize Christians 
before Jesus. Some  say “no.” Some 
remember the story  about John  and 
Jesus at the Jordan. Some remain not 
quite sure. Why would Jesus need to 
be baptized?
  This story compels us to remem-
ber that baptism reaches far beyond 
welcoming a child or adult into a 
Christian community. John’s baptism 
was a baptism of repentance. People 
were coming to him to be cleansed and 
purifi ed. They wished to rededicate 
themselves to God and live renewed 
lives. They wished to be forgiven. So 
what was Jesus up to? Even John was 
perplexed. Why would Jesus need to 
be baptized?
  As the waters of the Jordan open 
to release Jesus, so the heavens open 
to release God’s Spirit. For a moment, 
heaven and earth are seamless as the 
dove dances and God claims Jesus. 
  Why would Jesus need to be bap-
tized? Perhaps to fulfi ll our need. The 
baptism of Jesus reveals the way and 
opens to us that place where the dove 
still dances and God claims each of 
us as beloved.  [Canon Anne Kitch is 
canon for Christian formation at the 
Cathedral and author of a book on 
baptism, Taking the Plunge, published 
by Morehouse.]

Found
By Bill McGinty
Epiphany 2 ~ John 1:29-42
The scene is set. The court falls quiet. 
Into the trial of trials strides the impos-
ing fi gure of John the Baptist. Revered 
by all in Israel, his presence brings a 
hushed awe. He has come to give his 

testimony about the identity of the one 
called Jesus of Nazareth.
  So the Gospel of John begins for 
real. Laid out as a courtroom drama, 
where no one can take their attention 
away from this fi rst great witness. John 
testifi es that Jesus is the one marked by 
the Spirit of God. He was the one to 
look for. The one on whom the Spirit 
has descended, the Son of God.
  John’s words hold great weight. He 
proclaims Jesus as The Lamb of God. 
His disciples themselves are convinced 
of Jesus’ identity. Come and See is the 
invitation down the centuries to all 
who would seek to know Christ more 
closely.
  Messiah! The word rings out for 
the fi rst time around John’s Gospel 
courtroom.
  Who would dare utter such a word? 
It shatters the quiet and splits the si-
lence with a controversial buzz of ex-
citement. We have found the Messiah!
  Everything that follows in John’s 
Gospel seeks to affi rm these words. 
[The Rev. William McGinty is rector 
of Good Shepherd and St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Milford.]

Fishes
By Lexa Shallcross
Epiphany 3 ~ Matthew 4:12-23
Jesus said to Simon Peter and his 
brother Andrew, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fi sh for people.”
  I like to fi sh. When I prepare for an 
outing, I put on my lucky hat, make 
sure my Swiss army knife is in one of 
the many pockets of my fi shing vest, 
pick up my tackle, and set out to buy 
minnows, little fi sh. 
  Did you know that in the second 
century the newly baptized were called 
little fi shes?
  I wonder, can we hear Jesus’ call 
“I will make you fi sh for people” as if 
fi sh is not a verb? What if it is a noun! 
I know the Greek doesn’t support this. 
But stay with me.
  Are we the fi sh, the bait, the lure? 
To bring others to knowledge of God’s 
love shown to us in the life, ministry, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ?
  Minnows on the end of a fi shing 
line are set in the mainstream to draw 
in other fi sh. They have to be lively 
and active. Called to be fi sh, we are 
to be the bait to attract other people. 
Christian witness builds up the body 
of Christ, the Church. What kind of a 
fi sh are you? 
  Let’s think bigger. Minnows grow 
into sport fi sh. Remember God used 
a large fi sh and it changed the very 
direction of Jonah’s life and ministry. 
Simon Peter and Andrew were casting 
their nets to catch fi sh they would sell 
so people could eat. As fi sh God uses 
us as both bait and nourishment.

  God blesses us so that we can be a 
blessing to others. God nourishes us so 
that we can help nourish others. When 
we mend a quarrel, or visit a shut-in, 
we are fi sh. When we offer words of 
kindness and encouragement or teach 
a child, we are fi sh. When we give and 
work for the spread of God’s kingdom, 
we are fi sh.
  So act fi shy! [Canon Lexa Shall-
cross is rector of St. Margaret’s, 
Emmaus, and chair of the diocesan 
stewardship commission.]

Transfi gured
By Patrick Malloy
Epiphany 4 ~ Matthew 5:1-12

What exactly happened on the moun-
tain from the historian’s point of view, 
or even if there was a mountain, is up 
for grabs. Beyond question is that, at 
some point in their life with Jesus, 
the disciples had a vision. They saw 
something they had not seen before, 
and it changed them. 
  The essential question is whether 
what they saw was an illusion or an-
other kind of vision:  a vision that had 
a life outside their own imaginings. 
Was what they saw an objective fact?
  Was Jesus really all that the scrip-
ture scholars tell us this story claims 
he was: the new Moses atop the 
mountain; the greater-than-Elijah 
come down from heaven; the Beloved 
of God?  Or was it all in their heads?
  The Church faces the same ques-
tion whenever we celebrate the sacra-
ments. Are they, in fact, what the Cat-
echism claims they are: actual means 
of grace? Objective encounters with 
God in Christ by the power of the 
Spirit? Or is it all in our heads? Do 
the sacraments–the entire liturgy, for 
that matter–offer us an opportunity to 
experience something, or do they just 
remind us of something that is not re-
ally there?
  The tradition as we have received 
it–and it is the tradition of the undi-
vided Church–is exactly what the Cat-
echism claims. In our common wor-
ship, God acts. It is no illusion. It is 
not just between our ears. It is an ob-
jective fact. And there are those mo-
ments, perhaps rare, when the Church 
assembled in prayer sees what per-
haps it had not seen before. What had 
seemed only ordinary is transfi gured. 
And we are changed.
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