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APPENING #17: How do you picture your Jesus?
BETHLEHEM

By Will Gamber
People popularly envision Jesus as middle-aged man with soft, white skin, blue eyes and fl owing brown hair.  Although 

many Christians relate to this incarnation of Jesus, fi nding an accessible Jesus can be a daunting challenge.  Jesus did 
live 2000 years ago in a land most Christians have not visited, and he often seems very foreign and distant.  The 

theme of this year’s Happening was “How do you picture your Jesus?,” and throughout the weekend, both youth 
and adults explored their visions of Jesus.  The theme is from something a character in the fi lm Talladega Nights: 
The Ballad of Ricky Bobby, Cal Naughton Jr. says, “I like to picture Jesus in a tuxedo t-shirt because it says I 
want to be formal, but I’m here to party.”  Naughton’s personal relationship with Jesus inspired the participants of 
Happening to explore their relationships with Christ and gave them permission to look outside the conventional 
bounds of Jesus incarnations to fi nd a Jesus to whom they could relate. Look on the post-its on page 5 to see just 
a few ways the youth and adults at Happening 17 picture their Jesus.

    Gratitude Abounds by Demery Bader-Saye

    Gratitude abounds for each of the many people who made Happening #17 such  
   a joyful and deeply spiritual weekend.  Gratitude abounds for the gifts of this 

    year’s youth rector, Will Gamber (a junior from the Cathedral Church
     of the Nativity, Bethlehem).  Will led the weekend with intelli-
  gence, gentleness, humility and creativity. Thanks and 

praise be to God  also for this year’s youth staff, who 
put in a mountain of time and a river of thoughtful 

effort: Andrew Boston (Diocese of Central PA),  
Chris Casler (Church of the Redeemer, Sayre), 

Allison Duckloe (Christ  Church, Strouds-
burg), Antonia Harewood-Harris (Christ 
Church,  Stroudsburg), Carl Kolepp (Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity,  Bethlehem), 
Katie Kolepp (Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity,  Bethlehem), Corey Mars (Christ 
Church, Stroudsburg), Sophie Neumann  
(Trinity Church, Bethlehem), Lauren On-
deck (Holy Apostles, St.  Clair), Brittany 
Radcliffe (St John’s/Church of the Good 
Shepherd,  Milford) and Emily Seltzer 
(Cathedral Church of the Nativity,  Beth-
lehem).  Happening would not be possi-
ble without the supportive  presence and 
tireless work of our adult chaperones, so 
kudos to this  year’s gang:  Joyce Ander-
son (Church of the Redeemer, Sayre), 
Scott  Bader-Saye (Peacemeal Commu-
nity, Scranton), Margaret Cole (Church 
of  the Redeemer, Sayre), Jenifer Gamber 
(Cathedral Church of the  Nativity, Beth-
lehem), Brian Gordon (Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity,  Bethlehem), and Bobbie 
Hraba (St. John’s, Hamlin).  For the wise 
and  kind spiritual support of Fr. Daniel 
Gunn (St. Stephen’s, Wilkes- Barre) and 
the dynamic storytelling shared by Dea-
con Lou Divis  (Prince of Peace, Dallas), 
gratitude abounds!  Last but not least,  
thank you to Claudia Sharp (Kirby House 
director) and to the Kirby  family for pro-
viding hospitable, warm and open space for 
the sacred  mystery of Happening to happen.  
So now we’re on to Happening #18,  sched-
uled for November 14-16, 2008.  Next year’s 
9-12 graders, mark your calendars! For her 

beautifully expressed faith, her maturity  and 
social ease and for her sense of humor, Alli-
son Duckloe (Christ  Church, Stroudsburg) has 

been chosen as next year’s youth rector. [The 
Rev. Demery Bader-Saye is the Missioner for 
Youth for the Diocese of Bethlehem]

Summer 
Escapades: 
see www.lifeistasty.org 
for more information

The Diocese of Bethlehem’s fi rst 
Jr. High Mission Trip for 6-8 grade* 
youth and their friends June 17-20 
Mission/Education experience at Salt 
Lake State Park & the Old Mill Village 
in the Susquehannah Valley and a day 
of Whitewater Rafting on the Delaware 
River! 

*2007-2008 school year

EYE: The National Episcopal 
Youth Event
“Sown in the Heart of Christ”
for 9-12 graders* July 8-13, 
2008 at Trinity University, San 
Antonio, TX 
see www.eye2008.org for 
pictures & info. space is 
limited 
*2007-2008 school year


