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News with some Spin 
Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 

The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
[From Bishop Paul and the Diocesan Staff] 
May the Christ Child bring you New Joy and New Hope 
 
New Hope Campaign news 
(1) As of Dec. 21, some 723 people in our Diocese have made commitments surpassing $2.95 
million, roughly 82% of our New Hope campaign goal of $3.6 million.   
(2) St. Paul's, Montrose, has committed 100% of its Christmas offering to the New Hope 
Campaign.  
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Arts on the Mountain at Trinity, Mt. Pocono 

 
Kathryn Ritter-Vicich, co-chair of Arts on the Mountain at Trinity Church, Mount Pocono and 
Rev. Canon Ginny Rex Day of Trinity congratulate fellow-parishioner Barry Howard on his 
recent art exhibit, the most recent event in a 20 year old program there. In the 
background: Howard's abstract graphic work representing Adam and Eve. [Photo by Joanne 
Weiss] Barry Howard is a former free lance photographer with many corporate clients who has 
been in charge of Newsweek's photo lab for some ten years. He came to the US from his native 
Aruba at the age of 6. His own artistic work is aimed at expressing spiritual values in abstract 
images consisting of drawings which are processed through computer technology to create the 
images he prints out.  [Thanks to Peter Salmon of Trinity, Mt. Pocono, for sending the photo and 
info.] 
 
newSin?? 
You noticed. ☺ Soon after posting the last issue of newSpin with the typo, newSin, here’s what 
some said. Char Horst wrote. “And then there's the old sin....” and Bishop Paul replied, “You are 
right. We are Episcopalians: there was nothing wrong with the old sin. In fact, my grandmother 
committed that sin in memory of her father, who was a vestryman.” Ray Howe said, “May I be 
among the first to ask you about the newSin 07128?  Where do I sign up?” Sally Bosler wrote, 
“newSin !?!  You too !?! You made my day!” Charlie Buttz wrote, “If you can come up with a 
new one, I'd be surprised!” 
 
News from the Northern Tier 
A Christmas ad from St. Paul’s, Montrose, Christ Church, Susquehanna, and St. Mark’s, New 
Milford appeared Friday on the front page of a local free paper. Download it here. 
 
Christmas ad from Good Shepherd, Scranton 
Here are the creations of Good Shepherd’s PR Committee. The print ad will run 12/22 and 12/23 
in the Scranton Times and the other was the Christmas card sent to all parishioners and friends of 
Good Shepherd. Thought they deserved a tip of the hat, job well done. [From Warren Shotto, 
senior warden] Download the ad and the card here. 
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A Brief History of Christmas 
Christmas famously "comes but once a year." In fact, however, it comes twice. The Christmas of 
the Nativity, the manger and Christ child, the wise men and the star of Bethlehem, "Silent Night" 
and "Hark the Herald Angels Sing" is one holiday. The Christmas of parties, Santa Claus, 
evergreens, presents, "Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" and "Jingle Bells" is quite another. But 
because both celebrations fall on Dec. 25, the two are constantly confused. Religious Christians 
condemn taking "the Christ out of Christmas," while First Amendment absolutists see a threat to 
the separation of church and state in every poinsettia on public property and school dramatization 
of "A Christmas Carol." A little history can clear things up. [Read the commentary by John Steele 
Gordon in the Wall Street Journal, Dec. 21.] 
 
Dear Ones 
[By Barbara Crafton] We miss them most, at this time of year, when they live so vividly in 
memory and dream. Oh, she would have loved you! we tell a new member of the family, I wish 
you could have known her. … Insofar as they made Christmas for us, we were the losers when 
they left. Quickly, though -- very quickly, if we were parents ourselves -- we made it for others, 
and grew swiftly and firmly into our new role: Christmas-makers. We try to imagine them back, 
doing the things they did, some of which we do now. We would bicker about it, perhaps. We have 
come to enjoy our emancipation, and realize with something of a shock that they have lost their 
place among us. They cannot live here. They must remain in the past. And yet they cluster all 
around the perimeter of our lives. They are never far away. They seem to send us love and power-
- sometimes, they send love purer than any they offered when they lived as we live now. I 
remember them, and -- for a moment -- I feel them. [Read it all here.] 
 
One stop Christmas blogging 
[Thanks to Chuck Blanchard at Episcopal Café and Professor James McGrath of Butler 
University] See the first list of Christmas blog posts here and an updated list here. 
 
Christmas and Epiphany Posters 
Jenifer Gamber and Richard Woodyatt have put together a program for printing and distributing a 
series of seven seasonal welcome posters throughout the liturgical year: Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost, customized with your church’s name. The Christmas and 
Epiphany posters may be seen here. There will be two posters for the Pentecost season – one sent 
out in May at the beginning of the season and one in late August to make the beginning of the 
school year activities. All posters are printed on a heavy 80# Gloss Cover Stock and have a 
finished size of 11x17 inches. They will be shipped flat via first class mail in a protective mailer 
and timed to arrive about a week before they are needed. There will also be a program of 
coordinating postcards for Christmas, Easter and the beginning of the school year, similar to last 
year's program. Pdf files describing all of this and how to participate may be downloaded at the 
link above. 
 
Saved by hope, wonder and trust 
“I don’t have to be religious to achieve authenticity. I don’t have to be liberal or conservative. I 
can take the Bible literally or I can take it as metaphor, rich holy writ given for my attentive, 
intelligent, reasonable and responsible conversion. I don’t have to profess adherence to the 
teachings of any man or woman or institution. I don’t have to be a Democrat or a Republican. I 
don’t have to be Roman Catholic or Episcopalian. Along the way, however, because I’ll never 
have it all together, I do need to be open to conversion.” [Read Saved by hope, wonder and trust 
by Bill Lewellis here.] 
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Diocesan Life.January 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Diocesan Life.December 
Download it here.  
 
UN – but not US 
The General Assembly of the United Nations recently voted in favor of a global moratorium on 
the death penalty. The non-binding resolution passed by a vote of 104 nations in favor against 54 
opposed, with 29 abstentions and five nations not present. The United States joined China, Iran, 
Sudan, Singapore and several Caribbean states in opposing it. Read John Allen’s column of this 
and other issues of interest here. Also, see Peter Steinfel’s column, NYTimes, Dec. 22. 
 
Stephen Paul 
[From Barbara Caum of Trinity, Athens] We have lost one of our best to complications of 
Parkinson's disease. Stephen Paul was a member of Trinity, Athens, for many years. He and Mary 
Beth first came to us looking for a church home. They found it with us. That was over 12 years 
ago. She was carrying twins and when  Bishop Mark received her and confirmed  Steve, he went 
to their pew because she had already suffered a fracture from carrying those twins, Savannah and 
Chandler, who are now 12, and it was a lovely moment. 
   Stephen was a neurosurgeon, and when he was diagnosed with Parkinson's he went to law 
school and passed the bar, but never was able to practice law. His disease took him over. They 
were dear friends. When the terrible devastation happened in Honduras years ago, Stephen went 
to lend a hand. I wrote an article about for Diocesan Life about what he did. The article won an 
award from Episcopal Communicators. 
   Stephen died peacefully December 14 and he will be sorely missed by his friends and 
family. He was a gifted man, neurosurgeon, lawyer and could play anything you could ever 
imagine on the piano. Just give him a title, and he could do it. That was the hardest thing for him 
near the end, he could no longer play and he couldn't use his computer. 
   Do please hold him in your prayers, but more importantly, since I am sure he is at peace, his 
wife, Mary Beth and his twins, Chandler and Savannah. 
 
What the World Eats 
A slide show from time.com, What the World Eats, Part I, shows what's on family dinner tables 
in 15 different homes around the globe. [Thanks to Andy Gerns for the pointer.] 
 
California dioceses’ ad  
[Episcopal News Service] All editions of the Fresno Bee and the Los Angeles Times on 
December 22 carried a display advertisement detailing the "historic, continuing mission" of the 
Episcopal Church in the state's six dioceses. Placed by the Office of Public Affairs at the 
Episcopal Church Center in New York, the half-page advertisement features websites and 
photographs reflecting ministries in the dioceses of California (based in San Francisco), El 
Camino Real (based in Monterey), Los Angeles, Northern California (based in Sacramento), San 
Diego and San Joaquin (based in Fresno). Due to recent legislative actions in the Diocese of San 
Joaquin, web addresses point to the organization "Remain Episcopal," and Holy Family Church, 
Fresno. 
The ad focuses on the Episcopal Church's history in the state of California, noting that "It was 
along California's coast that common prayer in the Anglican tradition was first observed in the 
Americas -- in 1579 when Sir Francis Drake's explorer ship made landfall near Point Reyes just 
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north of San Francisco." The ad continues that the state's parishioners are "united in community 
outreach serving thousands of recipients of much-needed food, shelter, medical care, and other 
social services annually." A PDF of the ad is available here. 
 
On Children, Water and Aquarium Maintenance 
By Bishop Paul V. Marshall 

 
"Whenever I can, I sit on the floor of the church for a few minutes and visit with little children. I 
have no illusion that I can teach them much or that they share my sense of humor. All that I want 
to happen is for them to experience that the person who is the identified leader of the community 
notices and cares about them. If they 'learn' something else, that a bonus, but the basic message is 
that they are accepted, that they are a valued part of who we are." [Download Bishop Paul's 
sermon and a photo of the bishop with children here.] 
 
Events calendar 
Dec. 28: Celebration of New Ministry at Trinity, Bethlehem. See the  
invitation here.  
Jan. 6: Boar’s Head Festival in Berks. More info here. 
Jan. 6: Eucharist in Spanish at Trinity, Easton. More info here. 
Jan. 12: Bishop’s School new semester begins. More info here. 
Jan. 17: Diocesan Council 
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. See below. 
More info TK. 
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March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Dinner. 
May 13: Clergy Day 
 
Developing a vision  
for the Church of the Epiphany 
God’s heart and hands in the Abingtons 
 [By Father Craig Sweeney, an excerpt “from the rector” in the newsletter of the Church of the 
Epiphany, Glenburn/Clarks Summit] The problem with our God is simply that he chooses not to 
make himself obvious! We cannot pin God down and make him comprehensible, at least not 
intellectually. And for absolute certain, we cannot use God, fix, improve or manipulate him. This 
is, I am certain, why we are overwhelmed by him and worship him - he is a mystery and we are 
drawn to our God by feelings and intuitions and awe. God uses these feelings and intuitions to 
lure us to him - the perfect one - and to reveal himself to us. If God were ‘explainable’ he 
wouldn’t be God. We don’t worship that which we can explain and use.  
   I pushed the parish to work on developing a ‘vision’ for the Church of the Epiphany. I did so 
partly out of business sense: we have to know who and what we are before we go out to ‘market’ 
ourselves, and I truly believe that we need to do this if we want to grow. We needed a ‘marketing 
slogan,’ if you will.  
   But more than that I prayed that we would truly ask God to help us see what God dreams for us 
to become. It is very simple to just look at a parish church and see that it is always there and it is a 
place that we love. But I am convinced that God draws people, along with their gifts and 
passions, together in a church because he has plans for them. We exist to worship God, love and 
care for each other, and to be the Body of Christ in the world. Most every church does the first 
two of those things very well. The ones that are growing are the ones who truly work to look like 
Jesus - to be the Body of Christ in the world.  
 
Bishop’s School 
Spring semester, 2008. Beginning Jan. 12 (10:00 to 3:30) at St. Peter’s, Hazleton. The morning 
class will be "Preaching" led by Bishop Paul; the afternoon class will be "Things You Need to 
Know for Parish Ministry" led by folks in various ministries. More info here. 
 
Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Stewardship, Planned 
Giving/St. Matthew Society, Celebrating the Eucharist/Pat Malloy. Afternoon: Stewardship, Role 
of Treasurer, EYE, Parish Communication. A brochure will be sent to parishes in January. 
Registration deadline is February 15.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 071218; 071214; 071211, 071207; 071203; 
071130; 071126, 071121, 071117. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-82M 
0-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
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Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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