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Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 

The newSpin newsletter, published four to six times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  
 

 
On Children, Water and Aquarium Maintenance 
By Bishop Paul V. Marshall 

 
"Whenever I can, I sit on the floor of the church for a few minutes and visit with little children. I 
have no illusion that I can teach them much or that they share my sense of humor. All that I want 
to happen is for them to experience that the person who is the identified leader of the community 
notices and cares about them. If they 'learn' something else, that a bonus, but the basic message is 
that they are accepted, that they are a valued part of who we are." [Download Bishop Paul's 
sermon and a photo of the bishop with children here.] 
 
Diocesan Life.January 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Diocesan Life.December 
Download it here.  
 
New Hope 
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As of Nov. 25, some 670 house-holds in our Diocese have made commitments surpassing $2.87 
million, roughly 79% of our New Hope campaign goal of $3.6 million. 
 
Events calendar 
Dec. 22: Baltimore Consort at Trinity, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m. See below. 
Dec. 23: Homemade cookies, kiffles and nut tossies at St. Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem, 
11:00 to 1:00. See below. 
Dec. 23: Music from St. Stephen’s, W-B, on public radio. See below. 
Dec. 23: In God’s Name, 9:00 pm on CBS. More below and here. 
Dec. 28: Celebration of New Ministry at Trinity, Bethlehem. See the  
invitation here.  
Jan. 6: Boar’s Head Festival in Berks. More info here. 
Jan. 6: Eucharist in Spanish at Trinity, Easton. More info here. 
Jan. 12: Bishop’s School new semester begins. More info here. 
Jan. 17: Diocesan Council 
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. See below. 
More info TK. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Dinner. 
May 13: Clergy Day 
 
Episcopal Life Bulletin Insert for Dec. 23 
The Presiding Bishop's Christmas message will be featured in the December 23 bulletin insert, 
available here in color and black/white formats on either a full 8.5" by 11" sheet or half of an 8.5" 
by 11" sheet double-sided.  
 
Luminaria Night benefits New Bethany Ministries 
During Luminaria Night in Bethlehem, last week, an estimated 55,000 candles burned in front of 
more than 2,200 homes and businesses. The annual event benefits New Bethany Ministries. This 
year's expectation is that some $46,000 will be raised. Read the Morning Call story here. [Note: 
New Bethany’s website seems not to like the Firefox browse whicht gets one to the home page, but nowhere 
else within the site. Internet Explorer does get one in, perhaps other browsers as well] 
 
The South Side Initiative 
The South Side Initiative in Bethlehem is designed to help Lehigh students and community 
members better understand the effect the casino could have on the city, and what they can to to 
make that impact positive. 
 
Baltimore Consort at Trinity, Bethlehem 
[From Mother Laura Howell] Saturday, December 22, at 7:00 p.m. The program will be "Bright 
Day Star: Music for the Yuletide Season," featuring Christmas songs and instrumentals from 
many different countries and centuries. These festive, traditional melodies will be a delight and 
revelation for those who look beyond standard Yuletide fare. The Consort will provide a soothing 
respite from the onslaught of the holiday season. Guest artists soprano Danielle Svonavec and 
countertenor Josh Lemos will be backed by the group's five instrumentalists, who between them 
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play viol, crumhorn, lutes, wooden flutes, fifes, recorder, gemshorn, bandora, cittern, and rebec. 
The concert will be followed by a reception with traditional Yuletide foods and beverages, 
including wassail, Christmas pudding, and seedcake.  (No Boar's Heads need apply.) Requested 
donation: $12.00.  All are welcome! 
 
Bishop’s School 
Spring semester, 2008. Beginning Jan. 12 (10:00 to 3:30) at St. Peter’s, Hazleton. The morning 
class will be "Preaching" led by Bishop Paul; the afternoon class will be "Things You Need to 
Know for Parish Ministry" led by folks in various ministries. More info here. 
 
Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Stewardship, Planned 
Giving/St. Matthew Society, Celebrating the Eucharist/Pat Malloy. Afternoon: Stewardship, Role 
of Treasurer, EYE, Parish Communication. A brochure will be sent to parishes in January. 
Registration deadline is February 15.  
 
In God’s Name  
Produced by French filmmakers Jules and Gedeon Naudet, In God’s Name is a two-hour 
primetime TV special scheduled to air Dec. 23, 9:00 p.m. on CBS. The special explores "complex 
questions of our time through the intimate thoughts and beliefs of 12 of the world's most 
influential spiritual leaders," according to a Nov. 20 CBS news release.  The spiritual leaders 
"speak out about violence and hatred and reveal their own thoughts about faith, peace, unity, 
tolerance and hope.  Viewers will see them in intimate settings, including their homes and 
personal places of worship." Read more here. 
 
Music from St. Stephen’s, W-B, on public radio 
St. Stephen’s Advent Lessons & Carols Service from last Wednesday will be featured in a special 
hour-long broadcast of the weekly radio program, Music from St. Stephen’s, Sunday, December 
23, at 4:00 p.m. on WVIA 89.9 FM public radio. 
 
At St. Andrew’s, Bethlehem 
Homemade cookies, kiffles and nut tossies 
As St. Andrew's, 1900 Pennsylvania Ave.(just south of Catasauqua Rd., on the border of 
Bethlehem and Allentown), is selling homemade Christmas cookies to support the church's 
mission and ministry. The delectable treats, including kiffles and nut tossies, will be sold from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday, December 23. Proceeds benefit the church's mission and ministry. 
Phone 610 865-3603 or visit www.standrewsbethlehem.org for details. 
 
Wishing the story would go away 
Jim Naughton, editor of Episcopal Café, once a journalist with the New York Times and the 
Washington Post, expressed the frustration of his former colleagues as they attempt to read the 
Archbishop of Canterbury: “Reporters had their hands full yesterday,” he commented, “trying to 
figure out how to pull a lede out of the Archbishop of Canterbury's letter about the state of the 
Anglican Communion. He dumped cold water on everybody, so how to determine which side was 
wetter?” One thing I've picked up in conversations with reporters is how weary they are of 
covering this story, and what a difficult time they have in determining the significance of any 
given event. Many of them fervently wish the story would go away.” 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
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Removing stains 
Tips on removing stains using common, inexpensive household solvents and know-how are 
available here. It’s a free 8-page guide, in pdf format, by a retired professor from Iowa State 
University.  
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 071214; 071211, 071207; 071203; 071130; 
071126, 071121, 071117. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-82M 
0-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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