
071214 newSpin 
News with some Spin 
Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 

The newSpin newsletter, published four to six times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
New Hope 
As of Nov. 25, some 670 house-holds in our Diocese have made commitments surpassing $2.87 
million, roughly 79% of our New Hope campaign goal of $3.6 million. 
 
In Hellertown 
St. George’s seeks part-time administrative assistant 
St. George’s Episcopal Church, in Hellertown, is seeking a part-time Administrative Assistant 10-
15 hours per week. Requirements: solid knowledge of Microsoft Office 2003 and Publisher 2003 
required. Experience with ACS People Suite highly desirable but not required. Hours are flexible 
and pay is negotiable based on experience. Please contact The Rev. Raymond Harbort, 610-838-
9355 or via email at rh@RayHarbort.com for more information about the congregation. 
 
Events calendar 
Dec. 16: Homemade cookies, kiffles and nut tossies at St. Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem, 
11:00 to 2:00.  
Dec. 16: Handel’s Messiah at the Cathedral, featuring the Choral Society, Cathedral Choir, 
invited guests, instrumentalists and soloists, 4:00 p.m. 
Dec. 16: Lesson and Carols at St. Luke’s, Lebanon 5:00 p.m. More info here. 
Dec. 22: Baltimore Consort at Trinity, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m. See below. 
Dec. 23: In God’s Name, 9:00 pm on CBS. More here. 
Dec. 28: Celebration of New Ministry at Trinity, Bethlehem. See the  
invitation here.  
Jan. 6: Boar’s Head Festival in Berks. More info here. 
Jan. 6: Eucharist in Spanish at Trinity, Easton. More info here. 
Jan. 12: Bishop’s School new semester begins. More info here. 
Jan. 17: Diocesan Council 
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. See below. 
More info TK. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Dinner. 
May 13: Clergy Day 
 
Episcopal Life Bulletin Insert for Dec. 16 and 23 
The December 16 bulletin insert focuses on Companion Diocese Relationships. The Presiding 
Bishop's Christmas message will be featured in the December 23 bulletin insert. They’re 
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available here. More information about Companion Diocese Relationships is available here, in 
color and black/white formats on either a full 8.5" by 11" sheet or half of an 8.5" by 11" sheet 
double-sided.  
 
Bethlehem/Kajo Keji logo 
A new logo with a mango tree and star symbolizes the companionship relationship between 
Bethlehem and Kajo-Keji. See it here. 
 
Baltimore Consort at Trinity, Bethlehem 
[From Mother Laura Howell] Saturday, December 22, at 7:00 p.m. The program will be "Bright 
Day Star: Music for the Yuletide Season," featuring Christmas songs and instrumentals from 
many different countries and centuries. These festive, traditional melodies will be a delight and 
revelation for those who look beyond standard Yuletide fare. The Consort will provide a soothing 
respite from the onslaught of the holiday season. Guest artists soprano Danielle Svonavec and 
countertenor Josh Lemos will be backed by the group's five instrumentalists, who between them 
play viol, crumhorn, lutes, wooden flutes, fifes, recorder, gemshorn, bandora, cittern, and rebec. 
The concert will be followed by a reception with traditional Yuletide foods and beverages, 
including wassail, Christmas pudding, and seedcake.  (No Boar's Heads need apply.) Requested 
donation: $12.00.  All are welcome! 
 
Interested in Episcopal Hispanic/Latino Ministry? 
Celebrate Epiphany at Trinity, Easton, Jan. 6 at 5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (La Santa Misa) with 
music in Spanish. 
 
Op-ed by Bishop Anthony Poggo 
The Church Times, London, Dec. 7, 2007, published an op-ed by Bishop Anthony of Kajo Keji. 
Find it here.  
 
Easton Hospital rethinks plan to eliminate chaplain 
Easton Hospital officials have reversed a decision to cut a full-time chaplain position that has 
provided spiritual care to patients and families for decades. [Read the Express-Times story here.] 
 
Lying by the numbers … or zealous counters? 
Martin Marty reports on an article in World magazine, “Numbers Racket: Survey Results on 
Megachurch Growth Do Not Add Up" (December 1) … wildly disparate reports on membership, 
attendance, and financial statistics turned in by many “fastest-growing U.S. churches.” Typically, 
one church boasted 18,000 weekly attendees in 2006 but only 13,000 in 2007 – a 30 percent 
decline? No: “A mistake,” explained one analyst. 

“Megachurches are not alone in the policy of lying-by-statistics,” he writes. “Minichurches 
might also stretch, but for other reasons. We noted long ago that when some denominations 
started trying to assess congregations on a per capita basis, the capita-numbers instantly 
dwindled. On a personal note, when fifty years ago I was a pastor of a new minimission church 
and we had to turn in quarterly reports to impress a supervising and subsidizing board, we did not 
lie-by-statistics, but we were zealous counters. I have no doubt that the organist got counted in all 
three services, as might an on-duty custodian and every infant in the nursery.” [Read it all here.] 
 
Bishop’s School 
Spring semester, 2008. Beginning Jan. 12 (10:00 to 3:30) at St. Peter’s, Hazleton. The morning 
class will be "Preaching" led by Bishop Paul; the afternoon class will be "Things You Need to 
Know for Parish Ministry" led by folks in various ministries. More info here. 
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Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Stewardship, Planned 
Giving/St. Matthew Society, Celebrating the Eucharist/Pat Malloy. Afternoon: Stewardship, Role 
of Treasurer, EYE, Parish Communication. A brochure will be sent to parishes in January. 
Registration deadline is February 15.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
Diocesan Life.December 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 071211, 071207; 071203; 071130; 071126, 
071121, 071117. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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