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News with some Spin 
Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 

The newSpin newsletter, published four to six times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
Peter Pearson’s “Christmas, Christian Style” 
Read it here. Peter is a priest of the Diocese of Bethlehem, currently serving as priest in charge at 
St. Philips’s Church in New Hope (Bucks County) in the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
 
Coming events 
Dec. 8: Christmas Peace Pilgrimage.  
Dec. 8-9: A Designer Soup-a-thon at Trinity, Bethlehem.  
Dec. 9: Barbara Crafton Book Signing at Stone Soup Studios in Bethlehem.  
Dec. 12: Lessons and Carols at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m. Call 570-
825-6653 or email Mark Laubach. 
Dec. 16: Homemade cookies, kiffles and nut tossies at St. Andrew’s, Allentown/Bethlehem, 
11:00 to 2:00.  
Handel’s Messiah at the Cathedral, featuring the Choral Society, Cathedral Choir, invited guests, 
instrumentalists and soloists, 4:00 p.m. 
Lesson and Carols at St. Luke’s, Lebanon 5:00 p.m. More info here. 
Dec. 28: Celebration of New Ministry at Trinity, Bethlehem. See the invitation here.  
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
 
Beware of the imposter 
A note from Bishop Anthony Poggo of Kajo Keji expresses concern “that somebody is trying to 
pretend to be me. People need to be made aware of this.” Recently, Father John Wagner at St. 
Stephen’s, Whitehall, received a note from a pretender. John says he was able to track the 
sender/pretender to: bishopad_poggo@graffiti.net. Bishop Anthony’s true email address is 
bishopkk@gmail.com. At least for a while, if you receive a note that seems to be from Bishop 
Anthony, I suggest that you not hit reply. If you wish, you might send a copy to me. I will check 
with Bishop Anthony to determine whether the note you received really came from him. We have 
had experience also that someone has attempted to impersonate Bishop Manasseh, retired Bishop 
of Kajo Keji. So, be careful there as well.  
 
Advent Calendars online 
The online Advent calendar of the Diocese of Washington is here. Beneath each "window," you 
will find a photograph of one of the figures from the annual crèche exhibit at Washington 
National Cathedral and links to a daily meditation, a daily carol (courtesy of the choir of Trinity 
Church Wall Street), weekday podcasts and a giving opportunity (many of them culled from 
Episcopal Relief and Development's annual Gifts for Life Catalog. Visit the 2004, 2005 and 2006 
calendars. 
Visit Trinity Wall Street’s Getting Ready: An Advent Calendar of Hope here to explore the 
Advent themes of hope, peace, love, and joy. The virtual calendar reveals each day a message of 
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inspiration, a call to action, and links to related resources. Using the MDGs as the backbone of 
the calendar, many of the “doors” will open to reveal opportunities for sustaining the 
environment, supporting relief organizations, and volunteering individual talents. 
 
In God’s Name  
Produced by French filmmakers Jules and Gedeon Naudet, In God’s Name is a two-hour 
primetime TV special scheduled to air Dec. 23, 9:00 p.m. on CBS. The special explores "complex 
questions of our time through the intimate thoughts and beliefs of 12 of the world's most 
influential spiritual leaders," according to a Nov. 20 CBS news release.  The spiritual leaders 
"speak out about violence and hatred and reveal their own thoughts about faith, peace, unity, 
tolerance and hope.  Viewers will see them in intimate settings, including their homes and 
personal places of worship." Read more here. 
 
Action Alert on affordable health care 
Support comprehensive affordable health care for all in Pennsylvania. Read more here. [Thanks 
to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Action Alert on public education 
Take action for public education in Pennsylvania. Read more here. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for 
this pointer.] 
 
Fitness, Not Fatness 
In the quest for a longer life, a new study suggests fit is where it's at -- even if you're fat. Read 
more here. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
  
Holidays Don't Have to Leave You Heavier 
Because food is such a focal point of the holidays, it's all too easy to pack on extra pounds when 
joining family and friends in celebration. A bit of planning may help you avoid weight gain. Read 
more here. [Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
A softer, gentler Golden Compass 
The movie opened today. For more on the Pullman trilogy and the transformation of Book One of 
His Dark Materials into film, read A softer, gentler Golden Compass, posted on Episcopal Café, 
December 3, by Andrew Gerns. 
 
One could get a creche on New York 
Garrison Keillor “got to teach Episcopal Sunday school last week, a rare privilege, and it was in a 
New York church so the kids had plenty to say.” Read his recent column here. 
 
The New Evangelical Leaders 
From Speaking of Faith on public radio: Part 1 an Part 2. 
 
Bishop’s School 
Spring semester, 2008. Beginning Jan. 12 (10:00 to 3:30) at St. Peter’s, Hazleton. The morning 
class will be "Preaching" led by Bishop Paul; the afternoon class will be "Things You Need to 
Know for Parish Ministry" led by folks in various ministries. More info here. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
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Diocesan Life.December 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 071203; 071130; 071126, 071121, 071117, 
071111, 071102. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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