
In Montrose 
St. Paul’s contributes entire Christmas offering  
to mission in the southern Sudan 
 
Historic St. Paul’s Church in Montrose has contributed its entire Christmas offering to 
help with relief and development in Kajo Keji County in the southern Sudan. The area is 
recovering from a decades-old civil war. “In the spirit of Christmas, the parishioners of 
St. Paul’s have collected $975.00, the total amount of the offering at our worship 
services, to assist our sisters and brothers in Kajo Keji,” reports Bernard Zalewski, chair 
of the parish Stewardship Committee. 
 
Kajo Keji County is roughly the size of the 14 northeast counties of Pennsylvania. It is 
located in the southernmost Sudan. There is a population of 270,000 people in the county, 
of which 220,000 are Episcopalian. There are no paved or improved roads, no electricity, 
and no running water or sewage and septic systems. There are three autos in Kajo Keji, 
and about twenty-five motor cycles.  All residents of the county, including the local 
Bishop, the priests, and local officials must farm to eat. Ninety percent of the population 
earns less than one dollar per day.  The adult literacy rate is below 25%. 
 
In 1999 the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem entered into a partner relationship with the 
diocese of Kajo Keji. Over the years a number of projects have been sponsored in the 
county.  However after a visit by Bishop Paul Marshall to the county in 2005, and the 
election of a new bishop, a major fundraising effort was established in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. This effort has as its goal the raising of $2.7 million to enable the 
establishment of an educational and economic infrastructure in the county. The campaign 
has already raised 75% of its goal. 
 
Several of the major objectives are to complete, equip, and provide support for a college; 
to build, equip, staff and support five primary schools and one secondary school; and to 
fund a micro-finance program for families starting small businesses and for parishes’ 
projects. 
 
Many parishioners of St. Paul’s have already made personal pledges to the campaign, and 
in early December, the women of the parish presented the bishop with a check for $1,400 
for Kajo Keji. 
 
“God has abundantly blessed us at St. Paul’s throughout the years,” opines Rachel 
Warriner Bartron, senior warden of the parish. “We have come to recognize that we are 
called to share God’s blessings with others – those in our community and throughout the 
world. The needs of our sisters and brothers in Kajo Keji have called out to us, and it is 
with great joy that we join with other Episcopalians in northeastern Pennsylvania to 
respond with a generous outreach.” 


