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The newSpin newsletter, published three to six times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
 
Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord 

 
On the way to worship in Kajo Keji, photo by Rick Cluett 

Advent Poster 
Jenifer Gamber and Richard Woodyatt have put together a program for printing and distributing a 
series of seven seasonal welcome poster throughout the liturgical year: Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. The Advent poster may be seen here. There will be two 
posters for the Pentecost season – one sent out in May at the beginning of the season and one in 
late August to make the beginning of the school year activities. All posters are printed on a heavy 
80# Gloss Cover Stock and have a finished size of 11x17 inches. They will be shipped flat via 
first class mail in a protective mailer and timed to arrive about a week before they are needed. 
There will also be a program of coordinating postcards for Christmas, Easter and the beginning of 
the school year, similar to last year's program. Pdf files describing all of this and how to 
participate may be downloaded here. 
 
Praying Online 
There are many possibilities for praying or finding a meditation with the aid of daily or weekly 
devotionals in your email or on the web.  See these options to explore. 
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Love your neighbor …Who is my neighbor? 
Like all imperatives, “Love your neighbor as yourself” requires something of us. The New Hope 
Campaign for a New Sudan and the Needy in Pennsylvania seeks to raise $3.6 million over a 
five-year period ($2.7 million for Kajo Keji and $900,000 for the poor among us through 
outreach and parish ministries. All the money raised will be given to help others. The one who 
asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” was hoping Jesus would say, “Charity begins at home,” or 
“Money raised in Judea should stay in Judea,” but neither expression is found in the Bible. In 
fact, the very first major fund drive in Christian history was like ours, intercontinental. St. Paul 
assembled a large collection of funds in Europe for the sake of those starving in Jerusalem. The 
test for our generosity is not geography but need, and our efforts for New Hope will help those 
whom most of us will never see, but whose need is desperate. (From Bishop Paul’s letter to us, 
September 2007) 
 
Let us pray 
Ignite our hearts, O Holy Spirit, with the love of Jesus Let his compassion for the poor burn in us 
as we respond joyfully to his call to serve the least of his sisters and brothers. Let our 
participation in the work of New Hope transform us as individuals and as a community. May our 
unity of purpose and love for your creatures witness to the world the truth you have revealed to us 
in Christ. Receive our work as praise for our creation, redemption, and the call you have given us; 
receive it as our response to your eternal love.  
 
On what floor do you live your life? 
 [By Priscilla Payne Hurd] Before she married my father, my mother taught kindergarten in the 
Hull House district of Chicago. Her experiences as a young teacher, which she shared with me, 
profoundly impacted me and cemented my personal value system which I have strived to adhere 
to throughout my life. Hull House, founded in 1889 by social worker Jane Addams, along with 
Ellen Gates Starr, was one of the first social settlements in the United States and continues its 
mission today as one of Chicago's oldest and largest social and human service agencies, annually 
serving more than 60,000 people. 

As I was growing up, my mother often spoke of her teaching experiences. When I was 12, she 
took me to Hull house. A wise woman, my mother wanted me to see and to meet the children 
who came to Hull House for help, children who were far less fortunate than I was. I was struck by 
the vast gulf that separated me from the settlement children. While I had never lacked for food, 
clothing or shelter -- not to mention the love of a nurturing family and ready access to the best 
that life had to offer in education, health care and the arts -- these children struggled on a daily 
basis to secure the basic necessities of life. Here I am, standing before you decades later, and I 
can tell you I have never forgotten the overwhelming sense of unfairness I felt as I met these 
children who had suffered so much and had so little. 

[Download the talk Mrs. Priscilla Payne Hurd gave at the 15th annual Souper Day Luncheon to benefit 
New Bethany Ministries, October 16, 2007, at the Candlelight Reception and Conference Center.] 
 
Grace Church legal aid 
Grace, Allentown, will add another ministry to serve its community. Beginning December 7, 
North Penn Legal Services, which provides free legal services to low-income individuals, will 
provide legal advice to the participants in the Grace Church’s Food Bank, GED program and 
Weed and Seed employment program. In association with the Grace Community Foundation 
Food Bank, North Penn Legal Services will set up shop the first Friday of each month to respond 
to questions about landlord/tenant disputes, welfare payments, housing, child custody, disability 
and other legal concerns. The effort will be led by Lori Molloy, managing attorney at North Penn 
and a member of Grace Church. She will be joined by a Spanish-speaking paralegal.  
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Blessed is the Full Plate 
One of the most majestic dining rooms in New York City is in the Church of the Holy Apostles 
[at 29th and Ninth], writes Anna Quindlen in Newsweek. After the landmark building was nearly 
destroyed by fire in 1990, the Episcopal parish made the decision not to replace the pews so that 
the nave could become a place of various uses. There are traditional Sunday services, of course, 
and the gay and lesbian synagogue on Friday evenings. And every weekday more than a thousand 
people eat lunch at round tables beneath 12-foot stained-glass windows and a priceless Dutch 
pipe organ. 

Holy Apostles has fed the hungry for 25 years now without missing a single weekday, 
including the morning after the fire, when the church lay in ruins, still smoldering, and 943 meals 
were served by candlelight. There's a queue on Ninth Avenue by midmorning; sometimes tourists 
think there's a wait for some exclusive New York happening until they notice the shabby clothes, 
piles of shopping bags and unshaven faces that are the small unmistakable markers of poverty. 
More at epiScope. 

 
Wilkes-Barre Interfaith Clinic has closed 
The Interfaith Health Clinic, which has operated at St. Stephen's, Wilkes-Barre for the past ten 
years, serving the uninsured and the underinsured, has closed its doors.  The clinic, which had 
been a joint endeavor of St. Stephen's, Mercy Health Partners, and the Wilkes-Barre VA Medical 
Center Residency program, has closed because the VA no longer operates a residency program 
and no physician replacement could be found.  

Discussions are underway to have another area free clinic move into the space vacated by the 
Interfaith Health Clinic.  Other public health agencies have also expressed interest in the facility 
to see indigent patients in a central city location. During its years of operation, the Interfaith 
Clinic treated thousands of patients, mostly the working poor, Wednesday mornings and 
Thursday evenings.  Despite all efforts to keep the Interfaith Clinic open, no sustainable option 
could be found. 

See the website of St. Stephen's Church for more information. 
 

Walk the Road of Peace 
The 48th annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage, Nazareth to Bethlehem, symbolic of the journey of 
Mary and Joseph, is planned for the Saturday, December 8. Walk with family and friends and 
make new friends with others who seek a more peaceful world. Though you may join at any 
point, participants may meet at the parking lot at 520 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem before 10:45 
a.m. Buses will transport pilgrims to Nazareth Moravian Church on Center Square. The peace 
walk follows Route 191. Support vehicles assist those not able to walk the entire way. Pilgrims 
arrive at Christ United Church of Christ, Market & Center Streets, Bethlehem, around 5:30 for a 
light meal and to hear Alan Jennings, executive director of Community Action Committee of the 
Lehigh Valley speak on "Irresponsible Stewardship: Are We Too Polite?" More info here. 
 
Lessons and Carols 
Dec. 2 (5:00 p.m.) at St. Gabriel's, Douglassville. A ‘lite’ supper will follow. Dec. 9 (3:00 p.m.) at 
St. Mark's/St. John's Church, Jim Thorpe, featuring the combined choirs of St. Peter’s, Hazleton, 
All Saints, Lehighton, and St. Mark’s/St. John’s. Refreshments will follow. 
 
Children's Sabbath in Dallas 
Prince of Peace Church in Dallas celebrated Children's Sabbath on the Sunday when Bishop Jack 
Croneberger visited with them. See the photo by David Dillon and read the story by Jennifer 
Martin here 
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Crop Walk 
The Church of the Mediator joined the local Crop Walk in October. Some 25% of funds raised 
support the Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank and Lehigh County Conference of Churches Soup 
Kitchen. The remaining 75% goes to disaster relief and assistance to poor families and 
communities in developing countries so they can learn to feed themselves through the seeds, tools 
and irrigation provided. See the photo of Mediator participants here. 
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download the latest parish newsletters here. 
 
Thinking in a theologically transformative way 
Ecclesia invites readers to think in a theologically transformative way – to recover the hidden 
wisdom of the Gospel for a post-Christendom world, so that we can begin to see 'the other' as a 
gift rather than a threat. 
 
Tragic succession 
The founder of St. David’s Episcopal Church in Page, Arizona (now in the Diocese of Utah) was 
killed in a plane crash. The first full-time vicar was defrocked. The priest who replaced him was 
an alcoholic. A new rector finally brought some stability to the church in 1984, but he died within 
three years. The priest who replaced him disappeared in the middle of the night at Christmastime, 
never to be heard from again. By 1991, the son of the church's founder returned to shepherd the 
flock, and congregants were convinced their troubles were finally over. But 18 months later, he 
and his wife were killed in an auto accident. "The person who offered me this job (six years ago) 
did not tell me one of those stories until after I said I would come," the current rector recalls. 
Thanks to Episcopal Café for this pointer. Start here to read the rest of the story. 
 
Diocesan Life.December 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Meet Barbara Crafton 
On December 9 at Stone Soup Studios, 301 Broadway, Bethlehem, from noon until 4:00, you will 
be able to meet Barbara Crafton at a special signing of her new book, Mary and Her Miracle: 
The Christmas Story Retold. Barbara’s book tells Mary’s story of the Christmas journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem with gentle humor, lively imagination and a sense of wonder. Each 
chapter is beautifully illustrated by acclaimed portrait artist Dianne Robbins. Stone Soup is 
operated by “two seasoned artisans and one creative business lady,” all women of the cathedral. 
 
Winter Craft Show at St. Stephen’s, Whitehall 
The 24th annual winter craft show at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Whitehall, PA, will take 
place on Friday, November 30, from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday, December 1 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Sixty-one crafters, including ten new exhibitors, will present their handicrafts. 

Crafts for sale include Pysanky (Ukrainian eggs), hand painted items, stained glass, jewelry, 
writing pens of exotic woods, and soaps and lotions from goat’s milk. There will be a wide 
selection of home baked cookies (Christmas and otherwise), Pack #39 Cub Scouts popcorn and 
baked goods, and Junior Youth Group homemade candies.   

Delicious hot food will be offered, including turkey and pork barbeque, turkey potpie, 
vegetable soup, hot Pierogies, French fries, halushkie, hot dogs and hamburgers.  Take home 
frozen Pierogies by the dozen will be available.   

Santa will make a special appearance on Friday night from 5-6 p.m. and on Saturday from noon 
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to 1 p.m. A raffle for a hand made queen size “Herringbone” quilt and a raffle of craft articles 
will take place. 

St. Stephen’s is located on Mechanicsville Road near MacArthur road, next to Whitehall Senior 
High School. Parking is free and there is no admission charge. 

 
Bishop’s Day with Youth in NYC 
In New York City. January 25-26, 2008. For 6-12 graders. An overnight of fun, discovery and 
worship at Nightwatch, a program of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine which includes singing, 
games, exploration of the beautifully restored historic cathedral, time with Bishop Paul, a chance 
to be with other diocesan youth and to meet youth from other places and different denominations, 
and a candlelight meditation and midnight Eucharist. And on Saturday, lunch in Times Square at 
the Hard Rock Café. Registration deadline is December 15. More info here.  
 
Women’s Retreat 
Women from the Diocese of Bethlehem are invited to join with the women of Nativity, 
Bethlehem, “as we celebrate others, celebrate ourselves and celebrate God” in a Women’s 
Retreat, Feb. 29 to March 2, at Hillside Inn Resort & Conference Center, East Stroudsburg. The 
guest for the weekend will be Elsa Bakkum, M.Div., an EfM mentor trainer, professional 
organist, and creative retreat leader from Yorktown, VA. Registration for the weekend is $190. 
This includes program, lodging, all meals, linens, activities and full use of the facilities. To 
receive a registration form, email Janet Kolepp (484-241-1252). Registration deadline is 
December 1.  
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 071121, 071117, 071111, 071102, 071029, 
071023. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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