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Diocesan Convention – Elections, Resolutions, Worship, Reports, Addresses, 
Fellowship … and all that jazz 
Find detailed information here. You will find Bishop Paul’s address to convention, greetings from 
Kajo-Keji, delivered by Bishop Anthony, Bishop Anthony’s sermon from Saturday morning, 
elections, resolutions adopted, resolutions of courtesy, photos, reports of dialogues with 
Moravians and Methodists, greetings from the RC Diocese of Scranton, and more. The addresses, 
sermon, greetings delivered by Bishop Anthony, Eucharist and Evensong are available as 
podcasts. 
 
And all that jazz 
Find it here. 
 
New Hope Campaign 
More than $2.4 million has already been pledged, 2/3 of the $3.6 million goal. The Morning Call, 
October 14, carried a story, “A Reason to Unite,” on the front local page of its Sunday edition. 
The Morning Call, October 19, published an op-ed written by me. Read it here. The national 
edition of Episcopal Life, November, will carry a “Crossing Borders” story featuring our 
relationship with Kajo Keji. And there will be another New Hope-related story in the December 
issue of Episcopal Life. The Living Church will carry a story I wrote in the November 11 edition, 
also with a few New Hope-related photos. Father Michael Kinman of Episcopalians for Global 
Reconciliation called earlier today to seek permission to link to the op-ed from that website and to 
carry a story in the e4gr newsletter. There’s more I’m not thinking about at the moment. When 
you cast your bread upon the waters, good things at times happen. 
 
Bishop Paul’s non-invocation 
As I thought of coming here [to New Bethany’s Souper Day lunch] I thought not of a short 
denominational prayer, but a prayer that I do not have the courage to pray. Download the non-
invocation here. 
 
Diocesan Life.November 
Download it here. 
 
White smoke rises in Bethlehem 
After an intensive 13-month search, Trinity Episcopal Church in Bethlehem has called an old 
hand to be the new rector. The church recently chose the Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., 
who has served as associate priest there since 1999. More at page A8 of the November issue of 
Diocesan Life. Use the link at the item above. 
 
Linda Shifter 
Linda Shifter resigned recently for personal reasons. We at Diocesan House will miss her. Linda 
served at Diocesan House in several capacities for nearly 30 years with three bishops. During 
many of those years, she served as administrative assistant to the bishop and the archdeacon. 
Over the past few months, she also managed administrative data for the New Hope campaign.  
 
Falling in love with the Episcopal Church 
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Many of us, I suspect, have a story within about “Falling in love with the Episcopal Church.” 
Don’t keep it closeted. Get it out. Begin by talking about it with your friends. Then, put it on 
paper. Send it to me for publication on one of our online venues. Or post it yourself. More 
importantly, write it in a way that a broader readership might find interesting; after tidying it up, 
send it to your local daily or weekly as an op-ed or a letter-to-the-editor. Writing for Episcopal 
Café, Ann Fontaine cites an essay by Emily Garcia, in the Daily Princetonian, wherein Emily 
reflects on her journey in faith as she discovers the Episcopal Church as a place where she finds 
love and redemption. Read her essay here.  
 
Q. What is the meaning of life? A. 154 
Do you have a personal faith statement? 
[This is from Robin Yedlock of our Evangelism Commission.] For those of us who didn’t get a 
chance to find out what the buttons “154” meant, refer to the Gospel of John Chapter 21:1-14. 
The disciples caught 153 fish in the net – can we find one more? As folks came by the 
Evangelism booth at Convention, we explained that the buttons are an Evangelism tool. But it’s 
not just about the story. One of the resolutions of the Evangelism Commission encourages each 
person to discern their own personal faith statement. In other words, if someone asked you, “Why 
are you a Christian?” your answer would be your faith statement. A personal faith statement 
keeps us grounded and centered on Christ. When you wear your button, and someone asks about 
154, you can tell them the story of the fish in the net, and share your faith statement. They may 
ask questions, or just listen and nod politely, but you will have planted a seed.  That’s 
evangelism. Nervous about wearing the button? Wear it to church and practice on your fellow 
parishioners. You’ll be amazed at how eager folks are to share their stories. Didn’t get any of the 
nifty handouts from the Evangelism booth? They will be available soon from Mother Jane 
Bender. 
 
The next Bishop of Maine … 
Debra Kissinger is one of the three nominees. The electing convention will take place this Friday 
and Saturday. More here. 
 
Safeguarding God’s Children 
An Educational Program for Preventing Child Abuse 
November 3, both at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre and the Cathedral Church of the Nativity 
(Registration Deadline: 10-29-07) . To register, call (800-358-5655 or 610-691-5655, ext. 
224) or email Rosemary Kleintop with your name, position/role at church/organization, and 
church/organization name. Send $20.00 check (registration for full day training and lunch) or 
$15.00 check (registration for full day training with your own packed lunch) payable to the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.  Send to Diocese of Bethlehem, Attn: Rosemary Kleintop, 333 Wyandotte 
Street, Bethlehem, PA 18015. 
 
Winchester Cathedral Choir in Wilkes-Barre, Oct. 28 
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral will host one of only six appearances by the Choir of Men and Boys 
of Winchester Cathedral in England on their current USA tour, Sunday, October 28, at 4 p.m. 
(doors open at 3:15 p.m.). Tickets are available at the door, from members of St. Stephen’s Choir, 
and from the Church Office during office hours (Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.).  
Tickets are $50, $40, and $30, with 10% discounts for senior citizens or WVIA Public Radio 
members and a 50% discount for full-time students with ID. For more information, e-mail Mark 
Laubach or call Mark via the church office, 570-825-6653. Download more info here.  
 
Celebration of the Life of Bishop Paul Jones 
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The Peace Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem is sponsoring a Celebration of the Life of 
Bishop Paul Jones at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 35 South Franklin Street, Wilkes-Barre, 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m., on Saturday, October 27. A flyer is attached. The celebration is open to the public and 
will include speakers, Eucharist, a “Culture of Peace” workshop, and refreshments, including a 
celebration cake. A special guest will be David Jones, son of Paul Jones. Download a flyer here. 
 
Paul Jones was born in the rectory of St. Stephen’s Church, Wilkes-Barre in 1880 and became 
Bishop of Utah in 1914.  Because he spoke out against World War I, he was forced to resign in 
1918. After leaving the episcopate, Jones remained faithful to the cause of peace and 
nonviolence.  In 1931, he was one of the founding members of what is now the Episcopal Peace 
Fellowship. Bishop Paul Jones died in 1941.  In 1997, the General Convention affirmed Bishop 
Paul Jones for the Calendar of the Episcopal Church, and his Feast Day is celebrated each year on 
September 4, the anniversary of his death. For more information, please contact Jim Walton at 
610-868-6878 or jameswalton@rcn.com. 
 
The way forward to peace in Sudan 
[This is from Diana Marshall] In his sermon on Saturday, Bishop Anthony said: “What is the way 
forward? It is important for the international community to bring pressure to bear on the NCP. I 
call on you to urge your government to bring pressure on the National Congress Party to 
implement the whole of the CPA (Comprehensive Peace Agreement) and not do it selectively.” 
Pennsylvania’s senators can be contacted here and here. Find your representative, if you do not 
know who it is, by visiting here and filling in your zip code at the top of the page. I hope you will 
take a few minutes to write your legislators about this vital issue. 
 
No outcasts 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori recently hosted a live webcast which you may view 
online here. You may read her opening remarks here. They included this paragraph: One of my 
predecessors was fond of saying, "in this church there will be no outcasts." I concur, and I 
challenge each one of us to consider who it is we would most like to be rid of. That person, my 
friends, is the image of Christ in our midst. There will be no outcasts in this church, whether 
because of sexual orientation or theological perspective. God has given us to each other, to love 
and to learn from each other. May God bless each and every part of this body. 
 
Christmas at Sea  
Canon Jane Teter thanks all who knit vests, socks, hats and scarves for the mariners at sea. “We 
collected the knit/crochet goods at Convention and have 213 articles to send to the Seamen's 
Institute,” says Jane. “And we still have a few more to add to that number. Keep up the good 
work – keep knitting and crocheting. We will collect the items again at next year's convention.” 
 
Episcopal T-shirt Fundraiser at Prince of Peace, Dallas  
Prince of Peace Church, Dallas, is selling long sleeve “Top 10 Reasons for being Episcopalian” t-
shirts. The Episcopal Shield is on the front of the shirt and on the back are the reasons, according 
to Robin Williams. The shirts are $21.95, available in Navy, White and Red sizes S – XL. They 
are also available with a plain back for $19.95. Deadline for orders is October 28. For more 
information visit the Prince of Peace website where they tell you the reasons. 
 
Episcopal Life Focus – October 
The October edition of Episcopal Life Focus, a monthly half-hour video "multicast" featuring 
church mission, ministries and news is available here. The October edition looks at the recently 
concluded House of Bishops Meeting and the opening of the Desmond Tutu Education Center. 
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Celebrate 
This Women’s Retreat, Feb. 29 to March 2, is open to all women of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
The word celebrate means to honor. Not simply dealing with something that is done, as from the 
outside – rather it is giving a very special blessing to something. Women from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem are invited to join with the women of Nativity, Bethlehem, as we celebrate others, 
celebrate ourselves and celebrate God! The guest for the weekend will be Elsa Bakkum, M.Div., 
an EfM mentor trainer, professional organist, and creative retreat leader from Yorktown, VA. The 
retreat will be held at Hillside Inn Resort & Conference Center, East Stroudsburg. Registration 
for the weekend is $190. This includes program, lodging, all meals, linens, activities and full use 
of the facilities. To receive a registration form, please contact Janet Kolepp 484-241-1252 or 
jkolepp@msn.com. Registration deadline is December 1.  
 
Look for #37 
Josh Fogg, #37 on the Colorado Rockies pitching staff, is the nephew of Rob and Sara Fogg, 
former parishioners of St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Look for #37 if you watch the World Series. 
 
Yard Sale at Grace, Allentown 
Purchase good used items on Saturday, October 27 (7:30 to 3:30) at Grace Church, Fifth and 
Linden, Allentown. 
 
News, Commentary, Information 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and commentary, to track how our church is faring in 
news coverage across the country, even around the world, and to find useful info about the 
Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion, you may find the following resources helpful: 
(1) Episcopal Life Online offers the most up-to-date info about the news, people, life and mission 
of the Episcopal Church. Updated daily, even hourly. (2) epiScope, a news blog of the Episcopal 
Church’s Communication Office, features the latest stories in the media about the Episcopal 
Church plus links to resources and comment from insiders. It provides us with the capacity to see 
ourselves as others see us. Updated daily. (3) Episcopal Café includes four blog sites. "The 
Lead," is devoted to breaking news about the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. 
"Daily Episcopalian" is a blog of commentary. "Speaking to the Soul" features reflections, 
multimedia meditations, and excerpts from books on spirituality. The "Art Blog" comes from the 
Episcopal Church in the Visual Arts (ECVA). Read more about Episcopal Cafe here. (4) 
Anglicans Online, a comprehensive site for news, info, commentary and archives, updated 
weekly, usually late Sunday evenings.  (5) NewsLine, serving media representatives reporting on 
the mission and ministries of the Episcopal Church. Links to statistics, bios, photos, background 
information, and other resources. NewsLine is a service of the Communication Office at the 
Episcopal Church Center. (6) InfoLine, located at the Episcopal Church Center. InfoLine can help 
you make connections to churchwide ministries, events and activities. Got a question? Ask it by 
email or by phone. InfoLine staff members will do their best to answer your questions. 
 
Bishop’s Day with Youth in NYC 
In New York City. January 25-26, 2008. For 6-12 graders. An overnight of fun, discovery and 
worship at Nightwatch, a program of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine which includes singing, 
games, exploration of the beautifully restored historic cathedral, time with Bishop Paul, a chance 
to be with other diocesan youth and to meet youth from other places and different denominations, 
and a candlelight meditation and midnight Eucharist. And on Saturday, we’ll have lunch in Times 
Square at the Hard Rock Café. More info here and here. 
 

mailto:jkolepp@msn.com
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ens/
http://www.episcopalchurch.typepad.com/episcope/
http://episcopalcafe.com/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/79901_86535_ENG_HTM.htm
http://www.anglicansonline.org/news/index.html
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/newsline.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/info
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/10/nightwatch----b.html
http://www.lifeistasty.org/


Evensong and Concerts at St. Luke’s, Lebanon 
Download the 2007-2008 schedule here. 
 
Barbara Crafton live 
Meet Barbara Crafton at a special signing of her new book, Mary and Her Miracle: The 
Christmas Story Retold, at Stone Soup Studios, 301 Broadway, Bethlehem, Dec. 9, from noon 
until 4:00. Stone Soup is operated by “two seasoned artisans and one creative business lady,” all 
women of the cathedral. Barbara’s book tells Mary’s story of the Christmas journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem with gentle humor, lively imagination and a sense of wonder. Each 
chapter is beautifully illustrated by acclaimed portrait artist Dianne Robbins. A lovely addition to 
every family’s Christmas tradition. 
  
Golf Shirt with Diocesan Shield 
[From Canon Jane Teter] Several people have asked about short-sleeved golf/polo shirts with the 
Diocesan Shield embroidered on them. Here is another chance to order one. Deadline, November 
1. Both men's and women's shirts are 100% cotton pique. Men's shirts have a 3 button placket, 
split tail; stretch tape in shoulders for extra strength. Sizes: small - 4XL. Women's shirts have a 
Y-collar; 2 button placket; side vents. Sizes: small - 2XL. Both are available in Augusta Green 
(similar to Kelly Green) and will have the Diocesan Shield embroidered on front left chest. Cost 
is $35. Send your name, address, parish, phone number, size and a check written to "The Diocese 
of Bethlehem" to Canon Jane Teter, Diocesan House, 333 Wyandotte Street, Bethlehem PA 
18015. The deadline to place an order is November 1. Shirts will be mailed to you when we 
receive them. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 071010, 070927, 070830, 070807, 070725. 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Published three to six times monthly, the newSpin newsletter is intended especially for clergy, elected or 
appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added 
to the list. Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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