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On August 12, the Feast of St. Mary the 
Virgin, the diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women gathered at St. Matthew’s Church, 
Stevensville, for their Annual Summer 
Festival. Thirty-five women and men 
gathered on the lawn of the historic church 
on a crystal clear day for a program on 
biblical storytelling, led by Deacon Lou 
Divis and Peg Jolly, and a picnic lunch. 

The Eucharist was celebrated in the 
church, which was built in 1820. Archdeacon 
Stringfellow was the officiant and celebrant; 
Father Ed Erb played the newly refurbished 
pump organ. Father Erb worked all 
summer to restore the organ to working 
condition. 

St. Matthew’s was founded in 1799. The 

St. Matthew’s, Stevensville, was the site of the ECW Summer Festival.  (L-R) Father Ed Erb, 
Peg Jolly, Deacon Lou Divis, Archdeacon Stringfellow, and ECW President Jane Nurse. 

current building still stands as it was built 
in 1820, the only “modernization” being 
the conversion of the whale-oil lamps to 
kerosene. The original large potbellied 
stove still stands in the rear of the church, 
but has been disconnected for safety reasons. 
The steps and stoop at the entrance are 
Pennsylvania Bluestone; they were pur-
chased as a single flagstone, but had cut for 
transportation from the quarry. A balcony 
runs along the side and rear walls. 

Since the late 1940s, St. Matthew’s has 
been yoked with St. Paul’s, Montrose. 

Saturday evening services have been 
held in the church the past two summers, 
with a great reception by local residents, 
summer residents, and tourists. 

BETHLEHEM AND KAJO KEJI: OUR PARTNERSHIP 

Bishop Paul ordained the Rev. Donna Jean Kiessling to the order of priests in Christ’s 
one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, September 9, at St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville 

“Welcome to the priesthood,” Canon 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril began her ser-
mon. “The path you are about to walk is 
loaded with minefields.” 

The first minefield, she said, is thinking that 
ordination is all about you. “It’s about God, 
and God’s church, the community... It’s not your 
ministry so much, as it is God’s ministry. And 
the congregation someday committed to your 
charge, will not be ‘your people’ – they will be 
God’s people. We live in a society that values 
ownership, navel-gazing, and instant gratification. 
As priests, we can easily get caught in that trap, 
if we’re not careful.” 

The second minefield, according to the 
preacher, is “thinking that we have a corner on 
what William James called “the religious ex-
perience” or, being called. Everyone is called 

to something for God. They may not know it – 
yet. They may not know how to get to this thing 
called relationship where God is concerned. 
One of your greatest privileges as priest will 
be to create the atmosphere where this can hap-
pen, and walk the walk with people as they 
discover this wonderful mystery.” 

The third minefield is “when you know 
that you should say something, and you 
don’t. When your prophetic voice is unsure 
or lacks courage.” 

The preacher spoke also of the minefield 
of expectations, our own and other people’s. 
“Those of us who came from families that 
did not meet our expectations may look to the 
Church to fulfill that need. Not a good idea!” 

[Read all of Canon Romeril’s sermon at 
the newSpin blog.] 

They immersed themselves in the life of Kajo 
Keji, visiting six schools, an orphanage, a 
displacement camp, the site of the proposed 
center of the diocese which will house the 
cathedral, the theological college, the bishop’s 
house, an agricultural center and a primary 
and secondary school. They met with local 
officials and clergy, teachers, representatives 
of the Mothers’ Union and heard them talk 
about their priorities and dreams. 

“I now know and respect the Kajo Keji 
diocesan staff and archdeacons and more 
clearly understand their leadership, and their 
vision of the future of the Sudan and their 
incredible challenges,” said Trepagnier 

“The roads have not been graded or paved 
in years. Most people walk, a few have 
bicycles and a very few have motorcycles. 

“No electricity or running water means that 
much of every day is spent getting water at 
the nearest well, (could be a mile away) and 
gathering your food for the day. No 
refrigerators mean no milk products, no 
leftovers. No money means no shopping. 
Our main diet was starch and eggs and our 
hosts offered our team valuable meat. 

“There is no clear secular life. They talk 
about, sing about, dance about God and Jesus 
in all parts of their day. Almost every family 
we met talked about some type of mental 
illness in their family. Suicide, depression is 
common place. Sons that had been 
kidnapped. Girls that could not function. 
They are hopeful and hopeless at the same time. 

“The women of Kajo Keji have official and 
unofficial roles that show great leadership. 
Projects like teaching women to sew, and 
cook and make soap are active. Some of the 
headmasters are women and the head of the 
orphanages is a woman and there is one 
woman on the Diocesan staff“ January in 
Southern Sudan is hot and dry but every day, 
particularly in the middle of the day a strong 
breeze cools things off. As we sat under these 
majestic mango trees for our community 

meetings, that breeze reminded me of the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the mystery of 
our lives and the hope for the future for our 
brothers and sisters.” 

Dr. Fegley spoke of seeing “a people in 
dire need of help, but not waiting to be helped. 
Much has already been accomplished. 
Currently under civil rather than military 
administration, the area has seen repaired 
roofs, teacher-training seminars and the 
instatement of a new curriculum. To finish 
their education, many cross the border and 
sit for final examinations in Moyo, Uganda. 

“Education was everywhere: from humble 
mud huts where tiny children enthusiastically 
recite their lessons to Diocesan headquarters 
where two women were training a dozen others to 
make soap from shea butter oil and caustic soda. 

“We visited five primary schools. From our 
2006 donations, each school had been given 
a bicycle, incentives (pay) for their teachers, 
textbooks and stationary. Training seminars 
were provided for PTAs and school 
management committees (school boards). 
This is the first time that teachers have 
received any salaries in eight years. 

“The motivation of individuals and the human 
resources available as a whole far exceeded our 
expectations. We saw a people who have much 
to fear but who welcomed their strange looking 
visitors with smiles and both hands waving. 
They are a people with great spirit, great hearts 
and a great thirst for learning. As our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, they deserve our best efforts.” 
The Bishop of Kajo Keji 
Anthony Poggo was consecrated Bishop of 
Kajo Keji on April 22, 2007. “We all rejoice at 
your election as Bishop of Kajo-Keji and give 
thanks that God is providing our sisters and 
brothers with a strong and loving leader. We 
believe that God will work mightily through you 
to equip the saints for every good work … It 
would be a great blessing to me if you and I 
were able to build a direct relationship so that 

we may effectively lead our people in joint 
ministry.” 

Born 1964 in Kajo-Keji, Bishop Anthony 
Dangasuk Poggo was ordained a priest in 1996. 
He has worked with ACROSS, a Christian aid 
and relief organization in Sudan, Kenya and 
Uganda, in several capacities, including 
coordinator, communication and publishing 
director, and, most recently, executive director. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in public 
administration and management, a master’s 
degree in biblical studies, and an MBA. He is 
fluent in spoken and written English and Bari, 
fair in spoken Arabic and Kishwahili, and has 
a working knowledge of biblical Hebrew and 
Greek. He is married to Jane Basa Namurye. 
They have three children: Grace, Faith and Joy. 
The London meeting 
During the first days of July, outside of 
London, Bishop Paul and Archdeacon 
Stringfellow met for prayer, conversation and 
fellowship with Bishop Anthony Poggo and 
the Rev. Emmanuel Murye, diocesan secretary 
of Kajo Keji. For two days they were joined 
by New Hope chair Charlie Barebo. 

“One message we all returned with,” Bishop 
Paul said, “is that Bishop Anthony, Father 
Emmanuel and we are clear on objectives, 
methodology, and the always important issues 
of transparency and accountability.” 
The joint pastoral 
“As Southern Sudan recovers from a half- 
century of state-sponsored terrorism,” Bishop 
Paul and Bishop Anthony wrote in a joint 
pastoral letter published in September, “we 
pray earnestly that the Khartoum government 
may truly respect the dignity and freedom of 
all of its citizens. 

“In our conversations we reaffirmed our 
partnership in the gospel and our partnership as 
sister dioceses. We are grateful for the extent to 
which the faith and joy of each diocese has been 
strengthened by our relationship over the last 
seven years. We pledge to continue to pray for 

each other and to stay in contact on every possible 
level. The exchange of visits will continue … 

“We reviewed the goals of the New Hope 
Project of the Diocese of Bethlehem, and went 
over the accountability provisions of the plan 
in detail … 

“In a time when the question of relationships 
between member churches of the Anglican 
Communion is acute, we are aware that our 
partnership in word and sacrament, in ministry 
and mission, and our shared experience of 
the love of God in Jesus Christ is the essence 
of Communion among churches. 

“We each value our cultural an theological 
traditions while rejoicing in the gifts God has 
given in the traditions of our partners. It is 
our prayer that our relationship will continue 
to deepen and that in working together we 
will increasingly be formed into Christ.” 
The back story 

“Hello out there, this is Connie Fegley from 
Christ Church in Reading.” That was the 
beginning, in April 1998, of the back story of 
our partnership with Kajo Keji. It was her first 
post to “Bethlehem of Pa,” the interactive 
Internet list of the Diocese of Bethlehem. It 
concerned the Hear the Cry! Standing in 
Solidarity with the Suffering Church 
conference that she and her husband, Randall, 
attended a few days before. 

In response to her relentless advocacy for 
the suffering church of Sudan, Bishop Paul 
reconvened our diocesan World Mission 
committee. Margaret Larom, the Episcopal 
Church’s World Mission Interpretation and 
Networks officer, was a guest at the 
committee’s March 1999 meeting. The 
committee held a hearing at the June 1999 
Diocesan Convention, arranged for Michael 
Kiju Paul, a Sudanese Anglican priest, to 
speak at the hearing, and then to make a 
whirlwind tour through congregations, telling 
Spirit-filled and compelling stories of “how 
God is working in my life and in the Sudan.” 
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