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Encouraging teens to foster nonviolence, love, justice, compassion 

On Friday, August, 3rd, during the fifth and final day of Camp PeaceWorks, teenage 
campers representing the diversity of Berks County society gather for a closing ceremony 
to celebrate their new bonds as friends who worked together all week to address the 
causes of racism, sexism, homophobia, classism(the notion that one socioeconomic 
class is superior to another) and adultism (the failure of adults to listen to young people). 

Teenagers representing public and 
parochial schools from around Berks 
County gathered daily with adult fa-
cilitators during the week of July 30 at 
the Olivet Blue Mountain Camp, near 
Hamburg, for the first Camp PeaceWorks. 

The day camp was principally spon-
sored by the members of five local 
Episcopal churches (St. Alban’s Sink-
ing Spring, Christ Church, Reading, St. 
Gabriel, Douglasville, St. Mary’s, 
Reading and St. Thomas, Morgantown) 
and operated by the Berks Women in 
Crisis PeaceWorks program. It was ini-
tiated by a free will offering gathered 
during the first annual Boar’s Head 
Festival involving the same five 
churches in January at Christ Church. 
After that the project, “took on wings 
and was supported by the Holy Spirit.” 

according to Christ Church member 
Paula Flippin. 

The goal of the day camp was to 
encourage the Berks County teens to 
foster nonviolence, love, justice, and 
compassion within the increasing diver-
sity of their society. 

With the forty 14 to 16 year olds 
were 20 adults who were trained in 
May by the author of the internatonally- 
acclaimed curriculum. 

Individuals, other organizations and 
churches helped to shore up the total 
funding for the successful camp, which 
the organizers hope will become an 
annual event. Members of the five 
churches participated as facilitators, 
campers, organizers, and cooks. 
The Rev. John Francis is rector of Christ Church, 
Reading. More information about the camp at 
www.berkswomenincrisis.org/peaceworks.html. 
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CAMP PEACEWORKS OF BERKS  BY JOHN R. FRANCIS 

Lucy, Edmund, Susan, and Peter entered Narnia through the Ward-
robe in The Chronicles of Narnia. The participants at the Bishop’s 
Day for Kids also passed through a fur coat-filled Wardrobe to enter 
the land where “it always snows and it is never Christmas.” 

Under the direction of the Rev. Debra Kissinger, missioner to 
children and child advocate, nearly 90 kindergarten through sixth 
grade children and 30 volunteers from 23 parishes throughout the 
Diocese of Bethlehem participated in Narnia: the Lion, the Bishop 
and the Wardrobe held at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem on June 27. 

Themed after C.S. Lewis’ story The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe and last year’s Disney release of The Chronicles of Narnia, 
participating Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve traveled from the 
Wardrobe and the Lamp Post to the Fords of Beruna and the Beaver’s 
Dam to the Witch’s Castle and the Stone Table. 

At each stop in the land of Narnia, participants explored the story 
of Narnia and similar stories in the Bible, played games, made crafts, 
and had their passports stamped to show where they had visited. 

Sharing was the theme at lunch, held in the “Beaver’s Dam.” Par-
ticipants were visited by the White Witch (Lee Anne Allison, Christ 
Church, Reading), Mr. Tumnus (Dick Ditterline, Trinity, Bethlehem), 
Father Christmas (Earl Trygar, St. Mark’s, Moscow) and Mr. and 
Mrs. Beaver (Linda Rogers, Epiphany, Clarks Summit, and Debra 
Kissinger). The White Witch refrained from turning anyone into a 
statue of stone and reluctantly shared her Turkish Delight with the 
Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve who were willing to try it. 

The day concluded with a festive Holy Eucharist in the Great Hall of 
Cair Paravel. The newly crowned Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve 
each took the Coronation Oath and were reminded by Bishop Paul 
to live up to the calling that is theirs by virtue of their baptism. 

Kids get crowned at the Bishop’s Day for Kids 
NARNIA – THE LION, THE BISHOP AND THE WARDROBE  BY DEBRA KISSINGER 
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