
A6 diocesanlife  September 2007 

www.diobeth.org Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard www.diobeth.org 

Justice and peace and differences 
LIVING A BAPTIZED LIFE: THREE QUESTIONS/FIVE PROMISES  BY ANNE KITCH (PART 6 OF 6) 

Visit morehouse.org 
and search for Kitch 
to find information 
about a new book 
Taking the Plunge: 

Baptism and Parenting, 
and other books 

by Canon Anne Kitch. 

NEWS WITH SPIN ... FIND MORE ABOUT THESE AND OTHER ITEMS AT THE NEWSPIN BLOG 

Worship leader training 
A special day of training will be held on 
Saturday, September 22 at Trinity, Mt. 
Pocono, from 9:00 until 4:00, for anyone 
interested in becoming licensed as a Wor-
ship Leader (formerly called Lay Reader). 
The tentative location is Trinity Church, 
Mount Pocono. A Worship Leader is a lay 
person who regularly leads public worship 
under the direction of the member of the 
clergy or other leader exercising oversight 
of the congregation or other community of 
faith. Worship Leaders would assist with 
leading non-sacramental services, such as 
Morning and Evening Prayer. The day’s hot 
points will include National Canons and 
Diocesan Guidelines, Spiritual Discipline, 
Knowing the Bible, Traditions of the 
Church, Moving around the BCP, Music 
Selection, and Rites and Wrongs. The Di-
ocesan Commission on Ministry offers this 
training and other training for lay persons. 
The facilitator will be the Rev. Edward K. 
Erb of St. John’s Church, Hamlin, member 
of both the Liturgy & Music Commission 
and the Commission on Ministry. Regis-
tration info has been sent to parishes. Con-
tact: Father Erb, edwardkerb@aol.com. 
Daughters of the King Assembly 
The Daughters of the King invite the 
women of the Diocese to their Assembly, 
Sept. 15, at St. Luke’s, Scranton. Registration, 
9:30; meeting, 10:00 to 3:00. Please bring 
your lunch. Coffee/Tea/Water/Soda will be 
provided. Space is limited. Notify Marion 
Meiss, mice@epix.net, by August 30. 
Questions? Email Marion or diocesan DOK 
president Joan De Acetis, jmda@ptd.net, 
or call Joan at 570 325-2204. 

Happening #17 
Presented by teenagers for teenagers with 
the help of thoughtful adults. How Do You 
Like Your Jesus? Nov. 9-11, a once-in-a- 
lifetime Christian experience for youth, at 
Kirby House, Mountaintop (near Wilkes- 
Barre). What is Happening? Who may attend? 
How to register? Download Happening #17 
info at the newSpin blog. 
Safeguarding God’s Children 
The Safeguarding God’s Children 2007- 
2008 schedule is now available for down-
load at www.diobethkids.org. 
Grace Allentown receives $30,000 
The Trexler Trust’s annual allocations 
included $30,000 for Grace Church, Allentown. 
Grace Community Foundation (Grace 
Church’s Food Bank +) received $10,000. 
The Church received an additional 
$20,000, half for renovations to City 
Centre for Grace Montessori School and 
half for programming needs at the school. 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news 
and how our church is faring in news 
coverage across the country, even around 
the world, you may find these sites helpful: 
Episcopal Life Online, www. episcopal 
church.org/ens; epiScope, www.episcopal 
church. typepad.com/ episcope; Episcopal 
Café, www.episcopalcafe.com;  Anglicans 
Online, www.anglicans online.org/news. 
NewsLine and InfoLine 
Two new avenues for public information 
and media relations are now in place in 
the Communication Office at the Episcopal 
Church Center. NewsLine, www.episcopal 
church.org/newsline.htm, provides report-

ers and other representatives of public and 
church-based media with services ranging 
from interview scheduling and media 
credentialing to story “backgrounding” and 
answers to frequently asked questions. 
InfoLine, www.episcopalchurch.org/info, 
assists members of the Episcopal Church 
or general public by providing answers to 
questions received by email or telephone. 
Cruising to Equity 
AWE: Children’s Ministries and our 
diocesan Episcopal Church Women will 
sponsor Cruising to Equity, an advocacy 
and prayer vigil project that invites 
congregations to join in prayer and action 
for children. It begins with the observance of 
the National Children’s Sabbath (sponsored 
by the Children’s Defense Fund) and the 
Diocesan ECW’s collection of personal 
care kits for children at risk (babies to 16 
years) at our Diocesan Convention, October 
12-13. Flyers and Participation Guides may 
be downloaded at www.diobethkids.org. 
Diocesan Convention 2007 
October 12-13 at the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem. Pre-Convention 
meetings will be held on October 2 (St. 
Alban’s, Sinking Spring), October 4 
(Epiphany, Clarks Summit) and October 9 
(St. Anne’s, Trexlertown). All at 7:00 p.m. 
Youth presence at Convention 
[From Mother Demery Bader-Saye] 
Calling DioBeth Youth Grades 7-12 to join 
in the work of the People at this year’s 
Diocesan Convention October 12-13. 
Because youth matter in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, we will have an official youth 
presence at Diocesan Convention. This 
means that we will attend convention 

The Baptismal Covenant consists of 
two sections. The first is a recitation of 
the Apostles’ Creed, put into question and 
answer form. The second part consists of 
five promises  intended to help us live a 
Christian life. 

The fifth promise: Will you strive for justice and 
peace among all people, and respect the dignity 
of every human being? I will, with God’s help. 

This is the final promise of our Baptismal 
Covenant. The earlier promises focused on 
our daily life of prayer and worship, for-
giveness, proclamation, and love of neighbor. 
Now we turn our focus to the world and a 
commitment to work for justice and peace. 

Justice and peace go hand in hand in 
this promise. It may be tempting for us to 
think of peace as something quiet and, well, 
peaceful. But the peace we are asked to 
strive for as Christians is not a gentle feeling; 
it is not an emotion at all. It is a state of 
being, not just for an individual, but for a 
community, a people, a world. 

What does peace look like? How would 
you describe it?  No war? No conflict? No 
injustice?  In the world, as in this promise, 
peace is tied to justice. If people are 
treated unjustly, then the only peace that 
can exist is one that is imposed on some 
by others. Such a peace does not treat all 

people as made in God’s image. A peace that 
is good for some but not for others assumes 
that some people are not God’s beloved. Our 
Christian faith teaches that no one is outside the 
bounds of God’s love and redemptive promise. 

This promise asks us to strive for this 
justice and peace; it does not command that 
we simply make it so. There is nothing 
simple about this kind of peace and our 
covenant understands that. But just because 
justice and peace are difficult, does not 
mean that we give up.  Rather we continue 
to work at it. And that means we continue to try 
and understand the things that lead to conflict. 
We need to try to understand our differences. 

Certainly it would not be consistent for 
us to think of a peaceful and just world 
being one in which we are all alike. God 
didn’t make us each the same. So some-
how peace and justice must include our dif-
ferences. No wonder the second part of this 

promise calls us to consider the dignity of 
every human being. 

When we respect someone, we take a 
second look at them. Sometimes we take a 
second look at someone when we realize 
that we have something in common. That 
person becomes more interesting to us. This 
promise calls us to remember that we have 
something in common with all people. 

We are all God’s beloved. There is no 
one who does not deserve a second look 
from us. What does it look like to respect 
the dignity of a toll booth collector, an 
elected official, a three-year-old? How 
might respecting them lead us to treat them 
justly? How might that bring about peace? 

Living a baptized life is a life-long vo-
cation. I don’t think we can live up to the 
Baptismal Covenant. Rather, I believe we 
can commit to living into it. 

The life-work for us as Christians is to 
deepen our faith and our sense of who we 
are, so that we can more fully bring God’s 
love to the world. I believe we are called 
to examine our lives again and again and 
see what more there is for us to learn about 
being people who are compassionate, kind, 
humble, patient, generous and forgiving. 

No matter how many times I explore the 
Baptismal Covenant, I always find some-
thing new – it continues to speak to me, 
offering guidance and comfort. 
Anne E. Kitch of our Cathedral is a 
member of the Standing Committee and 
the Liturgy and Music Commission of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

www/diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

together. How does it work? Register as a 
visitor at convention (visit www. 
lifeistasty.org). Catch a ride with your par-
ish delegates and join other youth from 
around the diocese – including the four 
youth delegates who will speak for you – 
as we experience first hand the political 
process of the Episcopal Church. We will 
attend resolution hearings and listen and 
watch as those resolutions are discussed 
(sometimes debated) and voted on. We’ll 
worship together with the delegates and 
visitors to convention, eat lunch and dinner 
together and go out on Friday night for a 
movie, stay in host homes Friday night, 
breakfast together Saturday morning, and, 
after the meeting is over on Saturday, leave 
with a deeper understanding of what it 
means to be Episcopalians in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. 
From the Recovery Commission 
The National Center on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse (CASA) discovered that 
the more often children eat dinner with their 
families, the less likely they are to smoke, 
drink, or use illegal drugs … and they’re 
likelier to get better grades in school. 
CASA designed a program called “Family 
Day,” to be observed this year on Monday, 
September 24. The Commission and Bishop 
Paul have endorsed the event. Information 
and downloadable materials are available 
at www.casafamilyday.org. 
The Commission is asking parishes to 
promote the event in bulletins, newsletters 
and websites. If your parish intends to 
participate, please tell John W. Miller, 
mllr1959@aol.com, or Donna Jean Kiessling, 
djkiessling@dejazzd.com, from whom you 
may also get more information. 


