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To our sisters and brothers 
in Kajo-Keji and Bethlehem 

Grace and peace to you from God 
our Father and from our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Anthony Poggo of 
Kajo Keji and Bishop Paul Marshall of Bethlehem 

Bishop Paul Marshall 

We reviewed the goals of the New Hope 
Project of the Diocese of Bethlehem, and 
went over the accountability provisions of 
the plan in detail. We jointly commend this 
project to your prayer and action ... 

 In a time when the question of relation- 
ships between member churches of the 
Anglican Communion is acute, we are aware 
that our partnership in word and sacrament, 
in ministry and mission, and our shared 
experience of the love of God in Jesus Christ 
is the essence of Communion among churches. 

During the first days of July, 2007, 
your bishops together with Archdeacon 
Howard Stringfellow and Rev. Emmanuel 
Murye met outside of London for prayer, 
conversation, and fellowship. For two 
days we were joined by Mr. Charles 
Barebo. We prayed the offices of the 
Book of Common Prayer and offered 
intercessions for all of you. 

We found ourselves traveling by air 
on the day of the Glasgow airport 
bombing and knew of the attempted 
bombings in London. We met keenly 
aware of the fragility of human life and 
the scourge of terrorism of all kinds. 

As Southern Sudan 
recovers from a half- 
century of state-sponsored 
terrorism, we pray 
earnestly that the Khartoum 
government may truly 
respect the dignity and 
freedom of all of its 
citizens. 

In our conversations we 
reaffirmed our partnership 
in the gospel and our 
partnership as sister 
dioceses. We are grateful 
for the extent to which the 
faith and joy of each 
diocese has been 
strengthened by our 
relationship over the last 
seven years. 

We pledged to continue 
to pray for each other and 
to stay in contact on every 
possible level. The 
exchange of visits will 
continue. 

We hope that Bishop 
Anthony will be able to 
attend the convention 
(synod) in Bethlehem in 
October. Representatives 
of the women of Bethlehem 
will attend the synod 
(convention) of Kajo-Keji 
diocese in January, when 

the Bethlehem Tailoring Center will be 
dedicated by Bishop Anthony. 

We are glad to observe that the 
political situation is stable enough for us 
to contemplate a visit by young people, 
who can be of real help in teaching basic 
computer skills and website design. 

We reviewed the goals of the New 
Hope Project of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, and went over the 
accountability provisions of the plan in 
detail. We jointly commend this project 
to your prayer and action. 

The reestablishment of the Canon 
Benaiah Poggo College and the diocesan 

center, the education of children, and 
provision of micro-finance resources 
can provide Kajo-Keji with a sustainable 
future. 

We are also aware of the need to 
further the church’s compassionate work 
in Northeast Pennsylvania in a way that 
allows local action as the Holy Spirit 
leads us to respond to the face of North 
American poverty. While there are many 
more present in the United States to 
combat poverty, churches continue to 
have a unique role to play in effective 
local programs. 

In a time when the question of 
relationships between 
member churches of the 
Anglican Communion is 
acute, we are aware that 
our partnership in word 
and sacrament, in ministry 
and mission, and our 
shared experience of the 
love of God in Jesus 
Christ is the essence of 
Communion among 
churches. 

We each value our 
cultural and theological 
traditions while rejoicing 
in the gifts God has given 
in the traditions of our 
partners. It is our prayer 
that our relationship will 
continue to deepen and 
that in working together 
we will increasingly be 
formed into Christ. 

May God continue to 
bless each of you as you 
seek to follow Jesus. 

Faithfully yours, 

The Rt. Rev. 
Anthony D. Poggo 
Kajo Keji 

The Rt. Rev. 
Paul V. Marshall 
Bethlehem 

Bishop Anthony Poggo 
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A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for transformation 
OUR NEW HOPE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN   BY CHARLIE BAREBO 

In just a few short days our New 
Hope Campaign will publicly open. 
The New Hope Campaign offers us 
a “once-in-a-lifetime” Christian 
opportunity for transformation! 
This is a transformation that affects 
not only the needy to whom we reach 
out but also to those who freely 
choose to share their resources. 

For the needy in our partnership diocese 
of Kajo Keji it will mean better schools, a 
college, better leaders for the future and a 
microfinance program for Kajo Keji. And 
the “bang for the buck” potential in the 
Sudan is tremendous. One US dollar has 12 
to 15 times more spending power in the 
Sudan than here at home. Our administrative 
costs are the lowest you’ll find with any 
charity of this sort, most of them fixed 
costs already supported by the overhead 
structure/staff in place at Diocesan House. 

For the needy in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem it will mean responding to 
specific needs where we live. Churches 
throughout our Diocese can bolster their 
outreach ministries through a grant-like 
process managed by the diocesan Social 
Ministries Committee. Outreach (like 
charity) begins at home and this portion of 
the campaign gives every parish an 
opportunity to minister to their local poor. 
As a group I’m sure we’d all like to see 
more of our parish operating budgets going 
to outreach. 

For the good people of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem this transformation is spiritually 
profound as the Rubicon each of us must 
cross if we are to walk in Christ’s footsteps. 

Charlie Barebo 

In a recent gospel passage we heard during 
Sunday worship ( Luke 12: 34), Christ 
teaches that where your money is there 
your heart will be also. 

Think about where your treasure is. 
Look through your check register. Think 
about your investment accounts. What is 
your treasure? I’m sure it includes family, 
friends, maybe a wife and children. Probably 
your home, retirement accounts, and 
investments are included as well. How 
does your check register specifically 
address your relationship with God? 

For me, this personal relationship with 
God has always been too one-sided. God 
has given me bountiful blessings. I was 
deeply in debt to the Lord and my monthly 
payments a mere pittance. I audited my 
faith balance sheet and saw that much work 
was in order. I questioned my paradigm, 
was my treasure where my heart was? 
Sadly, it was not where I wanted to be. My 
head and not my heart had defined what 
treasure meant. This called for 
transformation. 

The New Hope Campaign has offered 
me a bridge to help balance this account. It 
offers the same bridge to us all. But only 
you can decide if you are to cross this 

bridge. Look to the other side of the bridge 
and you will see the Lord waiting for you. 
As they call for you in their dire poverty and 
despair, you will see the vision of a brighter 
future for those needy creatures God so 
loves. The Lord is calling us. 

In response to our prayers, both the laity 
and clergy have responded magnificently 
to the organizational challenge. Over two 
thirds of our parishes have now appointed 
parish campaign co-coordinators. Kirby- 
Smith has completed the training process 
for these co-coordinators. We are well into 
the process of having all campaign materials 
developed and printed for our Opening 
Day, September 23. Our youth are a big 
part of our plans and a presentation was 
scheduled for them on August 25. 

I have been overwhelmed by the response 
of many and would like to mention the 
sacrifice of time that some of us have 
made. 

My thanks go out to Dale Bateman and 
Chas Slimowitz of Kirby-Smith, Howard 
Stringfellow, Bill Lewellis, Char Horst and 
Linda Shifter at Diocesan House. A big thank 
you to the World Mission Committee and 
especially our sister, Jo Trepagnier, who 
has been a motivator and advisor for me. 

Lastly, my thanks to Bishopo Paul whose 
vision and steadfastness have been the 
catalyst to transform this campaign from a 
dream to a reality. Few know this but our 
Bishop has sacrificed his vacation this 
summer to work on the campaign. 

My spiritual advisor has taught me that 
John’s Gospel has special meaning for 
each one of us.  In John, we learn that a gift 
of love made out of sacrifice leads to 
transformation, a transformation that must 
be made personally, not simply experienced 
vicariously. 

This gift of love made at a sacrifice 
always brings us closer to God. This is the 
first and greatest commandment. The 

second is like unto it; love your neighbor as 
yourself. 

Our New Hope Campaign is the vehicle 
to help realize these two commands. Our 
New Hope Campaign offers us a once in a 
lifetime opportunity. I pray that you will 
join us in this once in a lifetime opportunity 
to walk with Christ as we offer New Hope 
to our needy brothers and sisters. Amen. 

Charlie Barebo, CEO of Otterbine Barebo Inc., 
is chair of our New Hope capital campaign. 

The campaign will begin in all of 
our paishes on Commitment Sun-
day, September 23, with a talk on 
Kao Keji and on Commitment Sun-
day, September 30, with a talk on 
the Needy of Pennsylvania. 

The campaign will extend over a 
five-year period, from October 1, 
2007, to December 31, 2012. Com-
mitments may be fulfilled monthly, 
annually or paid in full at any time. 

All of the money raised will be 
given away. The Diocese will 
receive none of the money. 

The money raised will be disbursed 
in the following way. The Diocesan 
Trustees will publish a grant 
procedure and distribute it to the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji, the parishes 
of our diocesan community, New 
Bethany Ministries in Bethlehem, 
and Project REACH in Wilkes- 
Barre in late 2007 or early 2008. 

Each family or parishioner will 
have the opportunity to make a 
Faith Promise or sacrificial gift. 
Our generosity will determine the 
number of projects funded and the 
extent to which they will be funded. 

Let us pray: Ignite our hearts, O Holy Spirit, with the love of Jesus. Let his compas-
sion for the poor burn in us as we respond joyfully to his call to serve the least of his 
sisters and brothers. Let our participation in the work of New Hope transform us as 
individuals and as a community. May our unity of purpose and love for your creatures 
witness to the world the truth you have revealed to us in Christ. Receive our work as 
praise for our creation, redemption, and the call you have given us; receive it as our 
response to your eternal love. Amen. 

The campaign will begin in 
all of our parishes on 

Commitment Sunday, Sept. 23, 
with a talk on Kao Keji 

and on 
Commitment Sunday, Sept. 30, 

with a talk on the 
           Needy of Pennsylvania 


