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Evangelism Commission’s grant offer to parishes … 
But the deadline is tomorrow 
[From Andy Gerns, on behalf of the Evangelism Commission] The beginning of the 
school year is a prime time for people looking for a new church. Use your August to 
make ready your church for greeting newcomers. Studies show that more newcomers, 
especially families, check out potential church homes between the last weekend in 
August and Columbus Day weekend than at any other time of the year. 
 
If your parish is wondering whether it can afford to take part in the postcard campaigns 
started by the Cathedral and now used by several parishes in the diocese, the Evangelism 
Commission is offering assistance. We can assist parishes in the Diocese of Bethlehem 
with a one-time grant of $500 for up to four congregations that are taking part in the 
program for the first time for the back to school mailing. We will give special 
consideration to parishes that are receiving congregational development grants but this 
offer is for any parish in the diocese that wants to take part in this project for the first 
time. 
 
This amount won't cover the whole cost of the mailing, but it will allow the parish to buy 
the mailing list for their zip code area for the first time and offset some of the printing 
costs. The remainder of the cost would be borne by the congregation. The Evangelism 
Commission will pay Minuteman Press directly and the parish will receive an invoice for 
the difference. 
 
Direct mailing is effective when it is simple, attractive and repetitive. Our experience is 
that the postcard mailings have to be repeated seven or eight times in succession to be 
truly effective, fewer if you coordinate with targeted cable advertising and/or newspaper 
ads. 
 
The advantages of our programs is that we are now into our third season doing these 
mailings--we have the experience of a fine professional printer who has worked now with 
several churches; new postal rates encourage large scale mailings from a single source, so 
doing this is much less expensive that doing it alone; you can target your mailings to 
specific zip plus four codes, even carrier routes, looking at demographics such as the 
presence of children in a household; we can coordinate lists to ensure that Episcopalians 
who go to a neighboring parish in your target area receive the postcard from the correct 
parish. 
 
Look here for more detailed information and to see a sample of the design. 
 
To take part and to apply for assistance: Please contact all three of the following in a 
single e-mail: Jenifer Gamber and Richard Woodyatt, with a copy to Andrew Gerns. The 
absolute deadline for submission is Wednesday, August 8. Jenifer must hear from you 
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on that date to include your parish in the design work. She will work with you to include 
what you need on the "front" (Mailing side) of the card as well as on the color side. 
Richard will help you with address list, printing and mailing issues.  
 
The first four new parishes in the program will be eligible for the assistance from 
Evangelism, and I will work with you on that.  
 
Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans 
Sixteen 9-12 graders and seven adults returned from New Orleans on Saturday, completing the 
Diocese of Bethlehem’s first senior-high mission trip. Do visit the DioBeth Youth Ministries blog 
where you will find great pictures and comments. 
 
 “New Orleans is a better place because of this talented, bright, joyful, strong, committed group of 
teens and adults,” said Mother Demery Bader-Saye, diocesan youth missioner. “All over the city 
people thanked us for coming to be present with them – not only the people we worked for and 
with, but strangers on the street, waiters, car rental associates, airline ticket agents, diners in 
restaurants, fellow worshippers at the Cathedral … Thanks be to God for a rowdy, joyous, safe 
and transforming week!” And this from adult participant Brian Gordon of the Cathedral: “If you 
parents are even remotely thinking of putting your children up for adoption, I get first dibs,” 
 
The youth participants were: Jensen Appleman (Trinity Church, Easton), Kelly Fowler 
(Methodist, Bethlehem), Lindsay Hoolehan (Cathedral, Bethlehem), Ellen Jurgens (Roman 
Catholic, Easton), Nicky Keklak (St. Mark’s, New Milford), Katie Kolepp (Cathedral, 
Bethlehem), Heather Lewis (Cathedral, Bethlehem), Joanna Majczan (Trinity, Bethlehem), Corey 
Mars (Christ Church, Stroudsburg), Alyssa Montgomery (Cathedral, Bethlehem), Sophie 
Neumann (Trinity, Bethlehem), Brittany Radcliffe (Good Shepherd, Milford), Rachel Salmon 
(Trinity, Mt. Pocono), Torrey Salmon (Trinity, Mt. Pocono), Vanessa Segaline (Trinity Church, 
Bethlehem) and Matt Vernon (Cathedral, Bethlehem. 
 
The adult participants were: Mother Demery Bader-Saye (Youth Missioner, Diocese of 
Bethlehem; Peacemeal Community, Scranton), Scott Bader-Saye (Peacemeal Community, 
Scranton), Brian Gordon (Cathedral, Bethlehem), Joan Lewis (Cathedral, Bethlehem), Hank 
Radcliffe (Good Shepherd, Milford), Kimberly Rowles (Christ Church, Reading) and Sarah Tax 
(Trinity, Bethlehem). 
 
The Post-Mission-Trip Dinner & Slide-Show 
All are invited to a post-mission-trip dinner and slideshow, Sunday, September 23 at 5 p.m. This 
event will be offered at two locations: Trinity, Bethlehem and Trinity, Mt. Pocono. See pictures 
and hear first hand from the senior-high mission team, of their work, fellowship and play time in 
New Orleans. Stockholders will receive event tickets in the mail during the first week of 
September. Extra dinner tickets may be reserved up to two weeks in advance of the event and 
purchased at the door ($5 each). Contact Barbara Lewis at Diocesan House, by September 10, by 
email or phone, 610-691-5655 x221, to make reservations. 
 
Trinity Easton seeks Sexton/Housekeeper 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Easton  is looking for someone to fill the position of Church 
Sexton/Housekeeper for approximately 20 hours weekly. Duties include, not limited to, 
housekeeping, light maintenance and maintenance of grounds. Must be self-starter and work with 
minimal supervision. Interested parties may apply at Trinity Church, 234 Spring Garden St., 
Easton,  or call the church office at 610-253-0792. 
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Mediator Allentown seeks 
Director of After-School Program for Middle School  
Church of the Mediator, Allentown, seeks part time Director for Just for Kids after-school 
program for Raub Middle-School students, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 20 weeks a year. Provide 
vision; recruit and train volunteers; write grants. $5,000 salary. See here for more information or 
call 610-434-0155. 
 
Chanted Psalms by Benedictines 
[Katie Simmons, a newSpin reader from Trinity, Bethlehem, shares the following with us] “I 
came across a quite beautiful CD of chanted Psalms by the Benedictine community of New 
Camaldoli. The CD is called Lord, Open My Lips, and it is produced by OCP Publications. The 
composer (and one of the cantors) is Brother Cyprian Consiglio -- obviously a musically gifted 
person. I am not sure whether samples are available online.” 
 
Grace Allentown receives $30,000 
According to The Morning Call, Trexler Trust’s annual allocations included $30,000 for Grace 
Church, Allentown. Grace Community Foundation (Grace Church’s Food Bank +) received 
$10,000. The Church received an additional $20,000, half for renovations to City Centre for 
Grace Montessori and the half for programming needs at the school. 
 
Parish Nurse/Health Ministry Training Course 
[Thanks to Diana Marshall for this pointer who tells us there are funds available for members of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem. Email Diana.] National Episcopal Health Ministries (NEHM) will hold 
a parish nurse/health ministry training course from August 27 to September 1 at the Virden 
Center in Lewes, DE. NEHM's course is unique for four reasons: Endorsed by the International 
Parish Nurse Resource Center (IPNRC). Offers RN continuing education credit. Taught from the 
Episcopalian viewpoint. Open to those doing health ministry who are not RNs. Tuition for this 5-
day residential program is $400 and the fee for a double room and meals at the Virden Center is 
$400, with private rooms available for an additional $200. For more information, or to register, 
go to the NEHM events page or call Diane Beyer at 317-253-1277 X34. 
 
Bulletin Insert on Jonathan Daniels 
The Episcopal Life bulletin insert scheduled for August 12 will feature information on Jonathan 
Daniels (August 14 in Lesser Feasts and Fasts). Episcopal Life Bulletin Inserts, in color and 
black/white formats on either a full 8.5" by 11" sheet or half of an 8.5" by 11" sheet double-sided, 
may be downloaded here.  
 
House of Bishops 
The House of Bishops will meet from Thursday, September 20, to Tuesday, September 25, in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams will attend the sessions on 
Thursday and Friday, September 20 and 21. 
 
On their 50th 
Congratulations to Anne and Bob Schenkel who recently celebrated 50 years of marriage. 
Onetime rector and dean of our cathedral, Bob has been the interim at St. Brigid’s, Nazareth. 
 
Health Literacy 
Being better able to read and understand health-related info might help you live longer, a new 
study finds. But a quarter of older adults have poor health literacy. "Inadequate health literacy is 
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associated with less knowledge of chronic disease and worse self-management skills for patients 
with hypertension, diabetes mellitus, asthma and heart failure," concluded a team from 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine, Chicago. Read it all here. [Thanks to 
Diana Marshall for this pointer.] 
 
Religion of the Apes 
Chicago's Lincoln Park Zoo recently hosted a conference on chimpanzee cognition and culture, 
"The Mind of the Chimpanzee."  The most recent research confirms that chimpanzees possess a 
sense of self, a theory of mind, strong memory, empathy, politics, and culture.  One further 
question to ask is whether our fellow apes also possess religion. Jane Goodall has posed this 
question. [Find the Sightings column by Christian Sheppard here. Sheppard holds a doctorate in 
divinity from the University of Chicago, and is working on a book about "King Kong" and 
religion after Darwin.] 
 
Religious media artifacts and practices  
The British Library’s Online Gallery includes a resource for a range of religious media artifacts 
and practices 
 
Policy for Action 
Created by the Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations, this booklet summarizes the 
social policies of the church as set by the General Convention and Executive Council through 
resolutions. You may download and print copies of Policy for Action (text or booklet) or email a 
request to the Episcopal Public Policy Network, including your name, address, and the number of 
booklets that you need. 
 
Parish newsletters 
Parish newsletters are accessible here. 
 
Parish and ministry websites and blogs in our diocese 
Diocese of Bethlehem, DoB Children’s Ministry, DoB Youth Ministry, DoB newSpin Blog, 
Peacemeal Community Website, Peacemeal Community Blog, Grace Allentown, Grace 
Montessori School, Mediator Allentown, Trinity Athens, Cathedral Bethlehem, New Bethany 
Ministries, Trinity Bethlehem, St. Andrew’s, Bethlehem/Allentown, Epiphany Glenburn/Clarks 
Summit, Prince of Peace Dallas, St. Gabriel’s Douglassville, Trinity Easton, Andrew Gerns’ Blog 
in Easton, St. Margaret’s Emmaus, St. John’s Hamlin, St. George’s Hellertown, St. Mark’s/St. 
John’s Jim Thorpe, Grace Kingston, All Saints Lehighton, Good Shepherd and St. John’s 
Milford, St. Paul’s Montrose,  St. Thomas Morgantown, St. Mark’s Moscow, Trinity Mt. Pocono, 
St. Brigid’s Nazareth, North Parish, St. John’s Palmerton, St. Mary’s Reading, Christ Church 
Reading, Redeemer Sayre, St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, Good Shepherd Scranton, Christ Church 
Stroudsburg, Christ Church Towanda, St. Anne’s Trexlertown, St. Peter’s Tunkhannock, St. 
Stephen’s Whitehall, St. Stephen’s School in Whitehall, St. Clement/St. Peter Wilkes-Barre, St. 
Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre. I welcome corrections and additions in good cheer, especially if you are 
patient enough to remind me more than once of an oversight. ☺ )      
 
Diocesan Life.August 
The August edition of Diocesan Life may be accessed here. It includes several pages on the New 
Hope campaign, Bishop Paul’s column, “Bethlehem’s Extra Mile,” part five (of six) of “Living a 
Baptized Life” by Anne Kitch, News with Spin, the diocesan calendar, cycles of prayer, the 
schedule for New Spin Lay Coordinator training, Don Schaible received as Episcopal priest, 
Cathedral celebrates interim ministry of Rick Cluett ... and elects new dean, Welcome, Bishop 
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Croneberger, Confirmations at Sayre, Jennifer Martin and friend. 
 
Happening #17  
Presented by teenagers for teenagers, with the help of thoughtful adults 
How Do You Like Your Jesus? November 9-11, a once-in-a-lifetime Christian experience for 
youth, at Kirby House, Mountaintop (near Wilkes-Barre). What is Happening? Who may attend? 
How to register? Download info at our newSpin blog. 
 
NewsLine and InfoLine launched 
Two new avenues for public information and media relations are now in place in the 
Communication Office at the Episcopal Church Center. The Episcopal Church NewsLine 
provides reporters and other representatives of public and church-based media with services 
ranging from interview scheduling and media credentialing to story "backgrounding" and answers 
to frequently asked questions. InfoLine assists members of the Episcopal Church or general 
public by providing answers to questions received by email or telephone. 
 
Diocese to offer Worship Leader Training 
A special day of training will be held on Saturday, September 22 at Trinity, Mt. Pocono, from 
9:00 until 4:00, for anyone interested in becoming licensed as a Worship Leader (formerly called 
Lay Reader). The tentative location is Trinity Church, Mount Pocono. A Worship Leader is a lay 
person who regularly leads public worship under the direction of the member of the clergy or 
other leader exercising oversight of the congregation or other community of faith. Worship 
Leaders would assist with leading non-sacramental services, such as Morning and Evening 
Prayer. The day's hot points will include National Canons and Diocesan Guidelines, Spiritual 
Discipline, Knowing the Bible, Traditions of the Church, Moving around the BCP, Music 
Selection, and Rites and Wrongs. The Diocesan Commission on Ministry offers this training and 
other training for lay persons. The facilitator will be the Rev. Edward K. Erb of St. John’s 
Church, Hamlin, member of both the Liturgy & Music Commission and the Commission on 
Ministry. Registration info to come. Contact Father Erb for further information. 
 
Are all your parishioners, including newcomers, receiving Diocesan Life? 
All parishioners should be receiving Diocesan Life by snail mail, monthly, at no cost to the 
recipient. The mailing list is to be kept current by parish offices. Though hard copy of the current 
list is sent annually to parish offices for wholesale updating – parish offices should have received 
one during May – anyone (parish offices or individuals) may indicate additions, deletions and 
changes to the list at any time by sending those to elife@aflwebprinting.com. In doing this, please 
indicate that your list revisions are for “the Diocesan Life edition of Episcopal Life.” Your 
changes, if they are few, may be called in to 800-374-9510. Email, however, is preferable. 
Revisions may be sent also by snail mail to: Episcopal Life Circulation Department, PO BOX 
2050, Voorhees, NJ 08043-8000. Parish offices that would like to receive an electronic list may 
request an Excel copy of their current list from Bill Lewellis. 
 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and how our church is faring in news coverage across 
the country, even around the world, you may find these websites helpful. 
 
ECW Summer Picnic 
Men as well as women are invited to the Summer Festival sponsored by our diocesan ECW 
board, August 15, at St. Matthew’s, Stevensville. Meeting at 10:00 a.m. Program (Biblical 
Storytelling, Deacon Lou Divis) at 10:30. Bring your lunch and a lawn chair. Beverages and 
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desserts will be provided by the board members. Archdeacon Stringfellow will officiate at Holy 
Eucharist.  Father Ed Erb will play the newly refurbished organ. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 070725, 070707, 070618, 070613, 070530, 
070524. 
 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Published four to eight times monthly, the newSpin newsletter is intended especially for clergy, elected or 
appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added 
to the list. Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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